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With. Anmette, Ruth V’aMclerzr::t, anc Lee Tl son _
12-L~Ldy Spent the day on the river trail DEHING , AYO 689, Recorded

the following pictures at the home of Jolish Claud Banti, a Hindu gentleman

of exceptional kindness. Approximately three miles up river from LEDO

along the DEHING river, west bank. 775%“”7/%4]% dtaret %

(1-12-£-§§g'wife of Banti. Location as above. With no visible objections

from Hindu Banti took the pleasure of photographing the lady of the house.

The women in this area posses an appearance and attitude that does not con-
form with the general belief of just how Indian woman are expected to act.
If on;y one could believe those things he reads or hears by those who are
susposed to know would find his mind at ease, but when you run into soO many
contridictions which are not as explained, your mind turns to frustration.
T hzve beoome to know some of these families aquite well and 1 do not find
that extreme reserve or the chastity of woien that is alleged to exist. I
speak of these people as found in their native home and not of those re-
actions when a primitive people is forced to expose themselves to cities and
civilization. Thesé women remind me of Jack when a superior dog turns

him tail to the front porch, where, within the protection of his own home
turns around and challenges with confidence 1in his bark and growls. e
would certainly not be justified in adjudging Jacks normal actions from his
sbnormal retrogressive movements only. It 1s true that these women fear an
intruder outside their territory but when within their home and when under
more intimate moments of acquaintence there 1is established the picture of a
complete reversal. The man becomes the inferior with the dominance in in-
itive and intelligence ,being taken over by the women. They are most excell-
ent hostesses and good campany. lihg these women act so fearfnl of man
outside their home is still a mystery to me, but wilth further experlience
with these people will probebly find an answer. Temporarily 1 will go on

the basis that their fears are nat: ral and wholesome snes which have been



