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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY
BOX 1310 ; FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

UNDER CONTRACT WITH
OFFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH

LABORATORY LOCATED AT

SEND ALL CORRESPONOENCE
PoINT BARROW, ALASKA

Via Air Mail

April 1L, 1951

Mr, James W, Bee
Department of Zoology
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Mr. Bee:

I am attempting to arrange for camp sites and the caching of
food and suppllies preparatory to the summer fleld work, and
would like to have some information from yvou 1f it can be
furnished at this time. Can you glive me the approximate time
that you expect to arrive at Point Barrow and the length of
time you will wish to spend in the field? Have you decided
as yet whether or not Mr, Jones will accompany you?

20 far, I have not had final word from the Washington office
off ONR concerning the status of your proposal, but I under-
stand 1t 1s belng processed and that you should be in the

clear before the end of this month. I hope that this is the
case,

Sincerely yours,

G X W iggine

2787
Ira L, Wiggins
Sclentific Director

ILW:RBB
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POINT BARROW

Field stations and itinerary for first summer work.
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY
BOX 1310 : FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

UNDER CONTRACT WITH
OFFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH

LABORATORY LOCATED AT

SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE POINT BARROW, ALASKA

Via Air Mail ' 21 April 1951

Mr. James W. Bee
Natural History luseum
University of Kansas
Larence, Kansas

Dear Mr, Bee:

It has beennecessa .ry for me to work out a schedule for the summer's
bush flying that is pretiy rigid in the dates of departure and reburn and the
areas to which parties will be flown. Thks firm type of schedule must be made
up in order that the proper disposal of planes can be made, and supplies cached
at the proppr points before the snow disappears and the ice brekks up. So I'm
sending you the accomlanying map showing the two "ecircuits" I've been able to work out
forthe flights to be made by the field men., There is little chance of doing bush
flying in June, because t hat is t he lreakup time when there is too little snow and
the ice is too rotten for the use of skis, and there is too little open water to
permit t he use of floats. Vheels are completely out of the question fot bush flying
in this country. So the following is the schedule I have planned for you and Mr,
Jones.

July 2-12, Kaoloak (lfessing at one of the Contrmctor's camps).
July 12-23 Noluk Lake (You'll be on your own as cook, camping at a
previous Ue. S. Go Se field station. Live in tent.
July 23-29 At Point Barrow
July 30-Aug. 6, Viecinity of Pitt Point, where the Coast and Geodetic
Survey people will be working and you can eat at their
mess tent.
July 6-11 At Point Barrow
Aug. 11=20 Wainwright region or slightly beyond if advisable., This will
be handled as a trip by launch from Barrow to Wainwright. A
Skiff with an outboard motor could be used in the estumzy of
the Kuk River.

If you arrive before the fisst of July you could get a little work in
around t he immedigte wvicihity of Barrow, and after the third week in August you'd
probably want Go spend a bit of time at Barrow getting your specimens and gear packed for
the return to the States.,

You should remember, however, that the dateag in the schedule above
are dependent on the weather, We have to set dates in order %o plan an integrated
use of t he planes by the ArCon, the U. S. Cs & G. S., and the ARL. But if we ask
for a plane on July 2 and the weather is foul that morning, we wait., We might get
our party into the field the next flay, or it might tske a week, Same situation on
picking up a partythat is already in the field, We set a schedule and hold to it as
closely as the weather and ofher facbors beyond our control permit. Some modifications
of t he schedules may be possible later, but not too much,

T

b

Sincerel
ol .EWQ
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY
BOX 1310 : FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

UNDER CONTRACT WITH
OFFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH

SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE LABORATORY LOCATED AT
PoINT BARROW, ALASKA

Via Air Mail

May L, 1951

Mr., James W. Bee
University of Kansas
Museum of Natural History
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Nr. Bee:

Your two recent letters dated April 21st and 25th arrived one
day apart. I realize that you did not have an opportunity to
check my bush flight schedule prior to writing the first letter,
so it is noc wonder that there is a divergence of opinion as to
what would constitute proper coverage of the field during the
summer of 1951,

I am compelled howsver to point out certaln discrepancies in
vour estimate involving the amount of bush plane travel
needed to get you to the numerous localitiles outlined on your
sketch accompanying the first of your two letters. In the
first place, we are authorized to do field work only within
the confines of the Petroleum Reserve No. li. Therefore, your
stations 1, 5, 6, and 9 are outside the areas into which we
can utilize bush plane travel.

One other point that apparently did not occur to you ls that
the total flying distance involved is not merely the nautical
miles between Point Barrow and Station 1, for example, and
between Station 1 and 2. Under the schedule which you have
outlined, the total flying time from Polnt Barrow to Station 1
would be double the time required to fly from Barrow to
Point Lay region, since the plane has to be paid for from
take-of f time at Point Barrow until its landing at Point Barrow
on return.

Then, at the end of the following week when you wish to go
from your Station 1 to Station 2, the total elapsed time
involved would be that required for a plane to fly from Polnt
Barrow to Point Lay, to your Station 2, which appears to be

on the headwaters of Carbon Creek, and return to Polnt Barrow.
This same figuring of time would be necessary 1n each of the
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various loops which you have outlined.

Inasmuch as the bush planes do not operate on a nautical mile
basis, but on a rate of so much per hour, and since the speed
of these planes is figured 1n land miles instead of nautical
miles, the total time required to make the amount of flights
you have indicated, would be between 150 and 200 hours.
Obviously this is impossible, Such a progran would require

the caching of gasoline at sach one of the more distant statlions
prior to the commencement of the actual summer's work, for the
Norseman does not carry sufficient gas to make the round trip
from Point Barrow to any one of your more distant stations

with a full pay load. The caching of thils of course would have
to be pald for at the same rate that the later flights cost,
and the ambitious program you have outlined would take more
time and money than 1s available to carry on the bush plane
flying program for the entire group of scientists to Dbe
stationed at Point Barrow during the summer of 1951.

As you undoubtedly know, Dr. Setzer of the National Museum wlll
also be working in the field during this summer, and it had
been a part of my general planning for the two of you to

more or less divide the area between you, so that neither would
be required to do as much moving from one spot To another as

is indicated in your proposed schedule. It may be possible

to get-.-each of you to the various parts of the Reserve without
exactly duplicating the camps from which you would operate,

and do so with less expensive flying programs than you have
outlined,

As indicated in my April 21st letter, the chances are better
than three to one that you will be unable to do bush flying

as early as June 10th, The period between June lst and July lst
is normally considered the breakup time, when almost no bush
flying is feasible. It 1s possible that if you arrive by

June 10th that arrangements can be made for you to spend a
couple of weeks 1n the vicinity of Umiat, at approximately

69 deg. 28 min. N and 152 deg. W. There is a Contractors'

camp at this point and if you desire to do so, it 1s possible
that you might work up or down the Colville River a distance

of from 50 to 100 miles by using a skiff and an outboard motor.
In that way, you could determine the length of your stay at
any one point at your own convenience, It is probable that a
team of paleontologists will need to be operating in the Umilat
area during the same period, and your team and theirs will
undoubtedly have to arrange for cooperative alternating use

of the skiff and outboard motor, if you wish to work more than
a few miles from the Umiat camp.
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Another possibility for early season activity would be along
the coast just north of your station L., The U. S. Coast and
Geodetic Survey has a party doing work in that area, and if
it is possible to land a plane in the vieinity of their camp,
you might elect to work in that area prlor to the opening of
the bush flying season, which will occur some time in late
June or early July.

The schedule suggested in my letter of April 21st by no means
meant that you must spend 53 days at Point Barrow, for 1 had
not allowed for the counting of the time prior to July 1lst,
since I had no intimation prior to the arrival of your letter
that you would arrive so early in June., The other suggestion
concerning Wainwright was made with no intention of compulsion,
for if Wainwright 1s not a suitable place for your field work,
there is no need for you to spend time at that area.

Early in the winter Dr. Hall had indicated the desirability of
having a 60 gauge shotgun fitted with an auxiliary barrel for
the use of 1110 gauge shells. He gave me the name of the
Creitz Gunsmith Shop in Topeka as an ocutfit that could supply
the auxiliary barrel. A letter of inquiry was addressed to
Mr, Creitz on the 29th of March, and we received a reply from
him in yesterday's mail., He is unwilling to attempt to make
the auxiliary barrel unless the gun in which it is to be used
is sent to him, so that proper fit will be assured.

Owing to his long delay in answering my inquiry, it 1s now
impossible to get the gun to him in time to have the auxilliary
barrel made and returned prior to your arrival in Alaska., It
will take him 30 days to make the barrel after the gun arrives

in his shop, with additional time required for the return of
the gun.,

We have one double barrel 16 gauge shotgun, one single barrel
20 gauge, and a Mossberg bolt action 3=shot 1110 gauge shot-
gun. If you can utllize a comblnation of any two of these

guns, the laboratory will be willing to supply them to you
during the collecting season. Such weapons of course are
checked out to the individual and he is responsible and account-

able for the proper care and return to the laboratory at the
end of the season.

If you feel that the combination of, for example, the 16 gauge
and the .l410 repeating shotgun is more cumbersome than you
care to use in the field, the only alternative that 1 can see
would be for you to bring a gun which meets your needs from
the Natural History Museum. I hope that this necessary change
in the plan for small arms will not greatly lnconvenience you.
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The items of clothing listed on page 3 of the memorandum to
investigators are those which are needed for cold weather

field work., In other words, the laboratory attempts to supply
all clothing which normally would not be useful to fleld
operators in the States. We do this in order to relieve them
of the burden of paying for arctic clothing just for use during
their short stay here.

We do not attempt to furnish light underwear, light cotton or
silk socks, which many people prefer to wear next to theilr
feet beneath woolen socks, or cotton shirts. You will have TO
use. your own judgment as to what items of fleld clothing you
believe will be necessary to bring with you in order to be
comfortably clothed if the heavy gear listed does not suilt
your preferences,

We do not attempt to furnish head gear in general, but will
furnish insect-proof head nets. For the people who spend most
of their time in the field, we will supply rubber hip boots.

It will be the prerogative then of the individual to wear such
boots or not, as he finds conditions necessitating them in the
field. Gloves are not included in the gear we furnish. Cotton
gloves can be obtained at the local store at about $.3%5 or

$.50 per pair, If heavier hand covering is desired, woolen
mittens with the index finger separate and leather mittens to
go over the entire woolen mittens, can be obtained at the store
also. These are about $2.00 a pair,

It will be appreciated if you will forward clothing sizes
for your party, as requested in the memorandum to lnvestligators,
at your earliest opportunity.

Let me assure you that everything will be done that 1s reasonably
possible to help you cover as much territory during the summer
season as is compatible with the best interests of the Arctic
Research Laboratory and of the entire group of investigators
stationed here for the summer, Completely detailed plans will

be worked out after your arrival.

Sincerely

e8]

Ira L, ¥ i%ﬁ%
Scilentifi irector

TLW:RBB
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CHRISTEN JENSEN, Acting PRESIDENT

POy, i ass
May 21, 1951

Mr. James Bee
Department of Zoology

University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear J ames s

The necessity of calling upon you for informstion probably is the
mother for the writing of this letter, Both of us should have written
to each other many times before. Nevertheless, I want you to know
that I heve many occasions to think about you and our associations in
the past. We were quite pleased at home to receive word about you
through & recent visit by your father.. He has been most kind to write
to me on meny occasions during the past and has helped me kesp in
contect with you. \

The question involved in writing you is this. In 1947 your thesis
was selected as the best piece of research work done that year. The
Sigme. XI club at that time should have provided you with a gold key
award. Did you receive a gold key award? The reeson I ask the question,
is that as president of the chapter for this year, I had To follow
through this award. When I went to the jewelers to get the medal and
have the name of the winner placed upon it, I discovered a key with your
neme in the files of the jeweler's shop. Either two keys were made and
one was retained or else the key was made and never picked up and presented
to yous. Will you let me know whether you .received this key or not, I1f

.you did not I shall send this one to you immediately.

We understand that you have high hopes and aspirations of a
visitetion of Alasks to do some work. You will be interested to note
that Dr. Haywerd is quite envious of you in this respect because that
is one place he has always wented to go. WNevertheless, I believe I hawve
wegned him away from the alpine regions for he has taken a great liking
to the deserts, the past few years spending most of his field work time
in southesstern Utah, especially in the area of Arches National lMonument.
We have just returned from a week's survey of the region between Bluff, Utah
and Moab, collecting a nice series of rodents. You might also be interested
to know that yours truly apparently picked up Rocky Mountain spotted
fever and Tulsremia on that same tour., I had quite a rugged time but
with modern medicine I was able to come through without much difficul fy.
(8o far)

1 wished you were with us again while we planned our summer work
and field trips for we are retracing the old trails again which you and
T travelled snd doing it with an eye to the collection of ectoparasites.
I am trusbting that this letter finds you and the family in the best of
heal<the.

Sincerely yours,

D Elden Beck

DEBte]j Associate Professor of Zoology
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY
BOX 1310 : FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

UNDER CONTRACT WITH
OFFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH

SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE v LABORATORY LOCATED AT
PoINT BARROW, ALASKA

Via Air Mail

May 22, 1951

Mr, James W, Bee
Universlty of Kansas
Museum of Natural History
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Mr. Bee:

Thank you for your letter of May 1llth and the more detalled
explanation of your proposed fiesld work. I appreciate your
deslire to cover as much country as possible, but must reliterate
that flying conditions on the Arctic Slope are much grimmer
than those in Central United States. 1 cannot inslst that the
local bush flyers 1lnstall auxiliary tanks 1in thelr planes

in order to take cars of our peculiar needs., Bush flying and
other field work will be organized in such a manner as to

give as much support in the field as possible, but there can
be no guarantee concerning the number of flying hours that
will be available to any investigator,

Flights outside Petroleum Reserve No. lL are not permitted
under the terms of the contract whereby Transocean Air Lines
operates bush planes for the Arctie Contractors. 1t therefore
will be impossible to comply with your very urgent request
that you be transported to vour Station 5 located a conslder-
able distance beyond the limits of the Reserve. However, as

I mentioned in one of my recent letters, every effort will be
made to give you adequate time in the fisld.,

It 1s my personal opinion, and that is backed by those of
other people who have had a good many years of field work

in mammalogy, that a six or seven day stay &E one point is
rarely sufficient to permlit a collector to adeguately sample
the mammal population in _that area., It is the general
consensus of oplnion amoyng those to whom I have talked that
ocne can more profitably devote a considerably longer time to
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each station, covering a small number of areas during the
course of a season, and consequently having a more thorough
sampling of the mammals natlve to each one of the statlions
selected, The exact number and locations of stations to
which you can be transported during the field season of 1951
can be determined through discussions between your group and
me after your arrival at Point BRarrow.

Sincer? yours,
Llra L. W1gé2§:
Sclentific Director
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

PERMIT TO TAKE, POSSESS, EXCHANGE AND TRANSPORT FRCM ALASKA, "
MIGRATORY AND NON-MIGRATORY BIRDS, THEIR NESTS AND EGGS, [‘éfnimﬁet;?m 22,1557]
FOR SCIENTIFIC PURPOSES

ISSUED: June 21, 1951

PERMIT NO., 51-1662
EXPIRES: December 31, 1951

AR T

By virtue of the authority conferred upon the Director by
the regulations under the Alaske Geme Law (57 Stet. 301) and those
approved under the Migretory Bird Treaty Act (40 Stat. 755), per-
mission is hereby given to JAMES W. BEE, Museum of Natural Histery,
Lawrence, Kansas, to teke during the period from the dete hereof to
December 31, 1961, in any part of Alaska, for scientifie purposes,
migratory and non-migretory birds, their nests end eggs, except on
naticnal wildlife or bird reservations, national parks, netional
monuments, or posted national forests, with the following exceptions:
trumpeter swans, Wwhooping crenes, Eskimo and bristle-thighed curlews,
their nests and eggs, which may not be teken at any time.

The containers in which such birds, their nests and eggs,
are trensported shall have plainly end clearly marked on the outside
thereof', the name and address of the pemmittee, the number of this
permit, and the neme and address of the consignee, and be labeled to
show that the contents are to be used for secientific purposes,

This permit must be carried on the person of the permittee
-at all times when exercising the privileges thersunder and must be
exhibited to eny authorized person requesting to see it. It is
subject to discretionary revocation by the Director of Fish and
Wildlife Service, and if revoked shall be surrendered immediately
to him or his suthorized representative.

Specimens taken under this permit are to be placed in the
Museum of Naturel History, Lawrence, Kensas.

Not later than Jemuary 10, 1952, a report must be furnished
the Director, Fish and Wildlife Service, Washington 25, D, C,, and e
copy filed with the Alaske Geme Conmission, Juneau, Aleska, stating

the number of each kind of birds, their nests and 8 teken, and
the disposition made of them. %’/‘ % ,gﬂ

Director
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ARCTIC RESEARCH LABORATORY
BOX 1310 : FAIRBANKS, ALASKA

UNDER CONTRACT WITH
OFFICE OF NAVAL RESEARCH

SEND ALL CORRESPONDENCE LABORATORY LOCATED AT
POINT BARROW, ALASKA

Via Air Mail 20 July 1951

CAMP FOREMAN AT KAOLAK

This note will introduce Mr. James Bee and Mr. J. Knox Jones, both attached
to the Arctic Research Laborakory at Point Barrow.

Arrangements have been made with Mr. Jack Adams to quarter these two men at
Kaolak for approximately one week in order that they may collect smell mammals
and birds in that region. Wessing and billetbing at Keoclak will be greatly
appreciated by the men themselves and by the ARL. To request for tra nspor-

ts. tion other than that from the landing lake to XKeaolak camp and return %o

the lanking lake on departure is anticipated, since the men will be working within
. comparatively short distance of the camp. If a weasel 1is going away from the
camp on regular ARCON business and there is room for one or both of t he men
to "hitch hike" a ride with the driver, such additional transportation would

be appreciated, but it is understood that there is no obligation on the part
of t he Camp Foreman or anyone else at Kaolak to furnish such facilities.,

The schedule cadls for ther eturn of these men to Pt Barrow on July 27th,
transportation f acilities being awailable. If eny change in this date
is advisable or necessary a message will be sent over the regular daily
radio conversation or by sending a message courtesy of ene of Transoceen
Pilﬂ'tﬂ-

Ira L. Wig
Seientific

cc: Bee & Jones

Jack Adams, Supb.
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