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The foliose lichens attain their optimum development on the Arctic Slope

and seldom reach an equivalent stage of development in the Arctic aipine

arsas, because of the differences in the quality of the climate in the TWO

regions. The presence or absence of nosses and lichens has less eifecCt on

~mals than does the presence or absence of sedges and grasses. osses

I
and lichens form a protective layer in which snall nammals build rmuamays

and nest, but this layer decomposes less on the Arctic Slope than In tlie

Arectic alpine areas to the souta.

The Archtic Slope is a broad and conbinuous ecotone between the coniferous

farosts and the more northern lands that support principally licheng and
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~asges. Thig ecotone is characterized by great expanses of terrain wihersas

in the Arctic alpine areas this ecotone, because of the physiograpiyy of the

mountains, is generally of limited extent and in many places occuples a zone
1ess than a hundred feet in vertical extent on the side of the mountain,

The najor part of the ecotone, made up DY the Arctic Slope, is far renoved
fran coniferous forests and there is less scasonal mnovenent of manm from

the slope to the forests than there is Irom Uhe Arctic alpine areas to

coriferous forests. The differences enunmerated adbove pernit the survival

of more kinds and numbers of mammals on the Arctic Slope than on the Arcuic

alpine areas farther south,



