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telephone 3661 cable tomtom

, "M dPUME / N AU EE W
complete travel service tour associates

1015 massachusetts street
lawrence, kansas

October 26, 195L

James Bee
1323 Kentucky
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Mr. Bee:

We have an answer to our inquiry to Uﬂited.FTuit‘Dﬂﬁpany concern-
ing the shipping of your automobile to Puerto Barrios, Guatemala.

As follows: " Unboxed automobiles are handled as freight con-
signments. We maintain a regular weekly freight service and ars8
pleased to advise that the freight rate from our shipside New
Orleans to Puerto Barrios is L0 cents per cubic foot plus New
Orleans tollage 15 cents per 2000#. Ancaverage size automobile
would measure approzimately 550 cubic feet. All charges must be
fully prepaid.®

This shipping of your automobile can be handled through a freight
forwarder and there are a number of these offiees in Kansas City.

If there is additional information that you would like please
feel free to call upon us.

Sincerely,

aﬁzjii;; (Ijﬁ{ijgaéfnxi

Mrs. Lois Odaffer.
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P. 0. Box 2747
Kansas City 42, Mo.
[Nav‘. 16,1954 ]

Mr. James W. Bee
Department of Zoology
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas

Dear Mr. Bee:

Enclosed are the WAC charts on Guatemala. I hope that
they will be of some value to you on your trip.

Meanwhile I would appreciate it if you could drop- me &
note during the week before you leave on the possibility that

something might come up which we would like to bring to your
attention.

Very truly yours,

William W. Buchsnan

C‘"‘AI
WWB:hlg

me S Mﬁf"‘ rilrees 7Mﬂ pet) 3 1957 MMX/;JFJ".?/]
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CITY OF LAWRENCE, KANSAS

Police Department

Nove 18, 1954

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN¢

This is to certify that a check has been mede of the Lawrence
Police Department files and the name of JAMES W, BEE does not

M. j’%;z/;t
7

John C,. Hazelet
Chief of Police
Lawradce, Kansas

MJR /dc
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Nove. 19, 1954

¥My. Y41liem ¥, Buchanan
P. 0. Box 2747
K -neae City 42, Mol

Dear Y¥r. Bushanan: L[C..A.]

Then you for the WAC charts on Guatemala, I have already hed the occasion

to refer to these excellent maps.

Due 4o & revised schedule I find it neecessary to leave for Guatemala
earlier then enticapsted, leaving the University on Monday, November 22,

1f there is something thasi should be brought to my attention I would be glad to

see you before I leave s I went to be helpful.
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UNITED FRUIT
GREAT
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COMPANY

WHITE FLEET

T. E. 5. "CHIRIQUI”

CAPTAIN RAYMOND W. CHAMRBERS

SAILING FROM NEW ORLEANS, LA.

THURSDAY. NOV

EMBER 25, 1854

LIST OF PASSENGERE

NEW ORLEANS TO HAVANA, CUBA

ANDERSON, MRS. DOROTHY L.

O’SULLIVAN, MR. & MRS. DAVID J.

REIKES, DR. & MRS. DAN

RITTER, MK. & MRS. ANDERSON B

WALKUP, MRS. VERA E.

FORT WOQRTH, TEX.
BANES. CLBA
HATTIESBURG., MISS.

; NEW ORLEANS, LA,

COLUMBUS., ORIO

BATTLE, MRS. OTILIA M.
BEE, DR. JAMES W,
BECERRA, MR. EDGARDO

BETANCOURT, MR. ALFRED A , JR.

de FLORES, MRS. VIRGINIA G.
FLORES, MR, HORACIO G.
FRAMCO S, MR. MANUEL 8.

de PINTO, MRS. CORALIA H.
SCHRAMM, MR. ALLAN

SOLARES, MR. EDUARDO L.
SOLARES M, MR. & M1, RAFAEL
SUTPHEN, MR & MRS {IAROLD

NEW ORLEANS, LA
LAWRENCE. KANS,
TEGUCIGALPA, HOND.
LA LIMA. HOND.
BANANERA, GUATE

GUATEMATA CITY., GUATE.

LA LIMA, HOND.

PUERTO BARRIOS, GUA'TE.
IATE. CITY. GUATE.
FAIRFIELD, CONN.

g
o

GUATEMALA TOUL

i b

KEENE, MR. & MRS. R. EMIR
KLYN, MR. & MRS. LAWRENCE J.
MURRAY,MR. & MRS. MARSHALL
ROBERTS, MR. & MRS. FRANK S.
WRIGHT, MR. & MRS. ARTHUR E.

NOETH MUSKEGON, MICH.
NEWPORT BEACH, CALLF.
EVANSTON, ILL.

LAKE MILLS, WISC.

Y L
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i
NOS COMPLACEMOS EN OFRECER A USTED
NUESTROS SERVICIOS GRATUITOS DE
INFORMACION Y COOPERACION PARA QUE
‘sU VISITA A CUBA LE SEA MAS GRATA.

INSTITUTO CUBANO DEL TURISMO

TELFE,.: ML-1670 - A-9098 - M-8878
PRADO Y CARCEL

LA HABANA, CUBA

WE WISH TO OFFER YOU OUR FREE
INFORMATION SERVICE AND COOPE-
RATION SO THAT YOUR VISIT TO
CuBA MAY BE A PLEASANT ONE,

CUBAN TOURIST COMMISSION

PHONES: ML-1870 - A-92098 - M-B878
PRADO AT CARCEL
HAVANA, CUBA
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UNITED FRUIT COMPANY
GREAT WHITE FLEET

GET TO-GETHER DINNER

on board the

T. E. S. CHIRIQUI

CAPTAIN RAYMOND W. CHAMBERS

STAFF OFFICERS

Wal?er F. Fayard Chief Engineer
Benjamin F. Boyle Chief Officer
John R. Posey, Jr. Chief Purser
J. Clarence Aime Chief Steward
Ernest J. Hoover, M. D, Doector
Kristian O. Haga Ch. Radio Operator
At Sea
Friday, November 26th.,
1954

GUATEMALA CITY CRUISE

BLANCHARD, MRS. MARION 8. ALEXANDRIA, LA,
BALABAN, MR. & MRS. LOUIS CHICAGO, ILL.
FRADENBURG MR. & MRS. KENDA!LL M. MINNEADPOLIS, MINN.
HARRIS, MISS ALBERTA J. ST. CLAIR SHORES, MICH.
KREAS, MISS MARY M. BROOKLINE, MASS.
METZGER, MRS. MARY C. SPRINGFIELD, ILL.
METZGER, MISS JOAN M. - o

SKOP, MR. & MRS. NATHAN LINCOILN WOOD, ILL.
WRIGHT, MRS, FAYE Z. YOSEMITE, CALIF.

CRUISE PASSENGERS

e = el e

ALLEN, ME. & MRE, L. CALHOUN SHREVEPORT, LA.
BRISTOL, MR. & MRS. ROBERT 5. SAN ANTONIO, TEX.

Autographs
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MENU

Fruit Cocktadl
Assoried Hors d'Qeuvres

Ieced Celery Assorted Olives
Salted Pecans

Onion Soup au Gratin Consomme Royale

Broiled Lake Trout, Marguery

Roast Philadelphia Capon, Pascaline, with Currant Jelly

Crepes Confiture
Grilled Filet Mignon auz Champignons

Asparagus Tips au Beurre Fresh Lima Beans
Parisienne Potatoes Creamed Potatoes

Hearts of Lettuce Salad, Roquefort Dressing

Strawberry Sundae Petit Fours

Compotiere of Fresh Fruit
Mizxed Nuis and Cluster Raigins

Assorted Cheese and Toasted Crackers

Demi Tasse
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December 1, 1954'
Puertos Barrios
Hotel del Norte

Arrived Puerto Barrios early this
morning. Everything up to now is in the
pale compared to Guatemala, The trip be-
tween Havana and Barrios was uneventful
except for rougher water, but then only

enough to run the last drop of soup on to
one side of the bowl so you could easily
and politely get the last drop; I did see
a show on the boat with Walter Pidgeon
which was very good and also a short on
some archeological work sponsored by the
United Fruit Company which gave me the
idea that they might also consider spon-
soring a zoological expedition. Now,

that they know Bee from the top to bottom,
would be a good time to approach them.
Imagine, eating all the bananas you wanted
for nothing! '

At the dock, met Mr. Holiday who is
the manager of the interests of the United
Fruit Company at Barrios. He took me over
to the office and we started to see how
far we could go about getting the car off
the boat and on a flat car, Two other
ships were ahead of the Cubabama and
loaded with new cars. These new cars will
have to be unloaded first and then, per-
haps tomorrow they can start on the Cuba-
bama. My car was the last item to be
placed on the boat at New Orleans and
therefore handy.for getting off the boat.
But, at Honduras, they put the car deep
in the ship and loaded 100,000 pounds of
pipe on top of it, so it may not be until
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day after tomorrow that they could poss-
ibly get at it. There is nothing that

they can do even though they would like to
be helpful. The Ministerio de Defensa
Nacional of Guatemala City was to send the
permits to the custom office at Barrios,
which, if received, would have made matters
simpler. There is no reason why one odd-

calibered gun and a box of shells should
give one so much trouble. Tomorrow morning
at 7:30 I will leave for Guatemala by train
and arrange for permits and wait for the
car. I have learned one thing about '
Central American people and that is that
while they say they will do a thing, they
generally will not until they are forced

to do it. A personal interview or approach
is necessary. At the Exporting office in
New Orleans I remember signing six differ-
ent sets of papers which they claimed
would be sent by air mail to Barrios to

get the car out of hock but to date I have
not found one of them in the various
offices we consulted in Barrios, nor did
these offices ever know of such papers
being required--just another big show by
these people. The cost to ship the car to
Guatemala is $125, or so. I think I shall
see if they have special rates for
scientific organizations. The amount I
saved by reduced fare on the Cheriqui will
just about pay for the car fare.

Landing at Puerto Barrios is like
landing in another world. It is even more
tropical than Assam, and situated on a bay
and sea, adds to its enchantment. The
people are India all over. Most of the
trees near the port are palm. I cannot
understand why there are not more deaths
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from falling coconuts. Somehow this
country reminds me of the northwest with
the mountains covered with big trees clear
down to the edge of the water. The bird-
life is exotic and numerous. The black
vulture is as common and tame as our park
pigeons and can be approached to within a
few feet., The marine bird life is made

of many birds that I am seeing for the
first time., Have not seen any wild animals
but am told that they occur only about

one mile beyond the village. If the per-
mits were in my possession, I would, on
December 1, have had twenty or thirty
numbers in my catalogue by the end of the
day. When I think that it is going to
take at least five days before I can get
into the field, I am ready to start
another "free hunting” revolution,

The hotel, which is the only one in
Barrios, is a hotel by name only. It setl
me back a step or two when I entered, both
by sight and smell. The odor of moldy
wood and bedding is enough to keep you
awake. No running water and doubtful
drinking water. The meals are tasty but
I cannot but feel that if I survive this
first day on their food, I can get better
food (safer to eat) in Guatemala City. I
will be glad when I can eat out of my own
food box and drink boiled water. The
menu consisted of soup with dumpling-like
masses, an egg rolled up with onions in
the center, which I thought was more than
adequate for a meal but I discovered that
there were three more plates under the
top one. The second dish was a whole
fish about the size of the plate, which
(the fish) was taken from the bottom of a
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wooden canoe which a fisherman had brought
in from his fish stock. The seller waded
around with bare feet among the fish and
picked at a few of the ones I later had
for dinner. The third plate was piled
with meat balls and fried potatoes and the

fourth with beans. The dessert was a
fruit mixture, I still do not know if the
butter was pasturized or the bread prop-
erly baked. They have negro boys about

13 or 14 years of age to keep the rooms

in order and serve the food. They are
objecting because they get only $10 a
month wages. At the United Fruit Company's
Merchandise Company, where all the natives
trade, the prices are above those in the
States, but yet they expect those young
kids to live on $10 a month., Something's
wrong! You can see why they would accept
communism if they knew that they would get
better wages. Speaking of communism, most
of' the people think that the road which
the Communists were building between
Guatemala City .and Puerto Barrios was a
good thing because, as it is now, the
railroad is really holding up the people.
Holliday told me that the United Fruit
Company, although it did not have powers
of management, owned 45 per cent of the
stock.

During the day it rained five times
but after each shower the sun came out.
I thought it high time to buy an umbrella
but found out that they wanted $9.50 for
one at the store, so will not get one until
I get to Guatemala City. The water stands
in fields which are covered with luxurian
grasses and the excess water runs to the
sea, most of it I do believe flows under
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the hotel.

The price of the hotel is $5 per day
which is a holdup for such extremely poor
accommodations.

Right now I have a Guatemalan in the
room shining my shoes--he does not speak

English and although he is not doing a very
good job on my shoes, the odor of shoe
polish is acting like airwick to the musty
room, which is good.

I anticipate a very interesting trip
tomorrow on the small train that goes to
Guatemala City. Although one hour by air,
it takes all day by train. I will find out
what my regular address will be in Guate-
mala, so until you hear from me from Guate-
mala City, I will close for the present..

Love to all,
James.

P.S5. Tell Jay that in Puerto Barrios I

counted 175 bicycles and only three cars,
so when he gets his new bike, he can come
down and join the crowd. Tell Chris that

the little girls and boys do not wear
clothes but they still dress up their
dolls.

Some of the kid waiters were telling
me that there are several cases of yellow
fever in the village and that nearly all
have malarial fever bugs. There were a few
in my room so I had the steward bomb them
out. They all agree, after telling them
that they should have vaccinations, that
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the United Fruit Company deesn't care for
the people but are interested only in
getting their money, which is, as 1 see 1it
about the truth, It looks to me as though
the United Fruit Company will probably go
the way of the British in India if they
continue to subjugate these people and

keep them from advancing as they normally
would even as a primitive society. I think
that their desire to go against the Company
is more than Communistically inspired.

Met a young kid who is going to the
National College and he tells me that gas
is 40 cents a gallon in most parts of
Guatemala and that the roads beyond the
immediately outlying areas of Guatemala
City are in poor condition. His father
Euns a drug store and pharmacy in Guatemala

ity

A talking parrot in the back yard has
been scolding, laughing, talking and yell-
ing like mad. It mixes in with the
turkeys, ducks, pigeons and vultures.

This morning when I arrived I gave a
letter to the hotel clerk and told him to
send it off and I would pay the postage.
This afternoon the letter was still on his
desk, so I took it down to the post office
and mailed it myself. Each stamp is a 1/10
of a Quetzal. The mail service seems to be
conducted on an informal basis. Might as
well use the rest of the paper.

For supper, had soup, bread, butter,
another whole fish which tasted like it had
mellowed too long, a plate of boiled meat--
looked like wvulture meat!--beans, potatoes,



54120|-55

cake and a custard pudding, the last of
which I should not have eaten.

It's raining out again and the musty
odor permeates the air. 1 can begin to
appreciate my problems in trapping in the
tropical country. According to Haeliday
the weather should be even better in Jan-
uary.

Tell Jay and Chris and Polly, if she's
near, that I have started to collect the
different kinds of money in each country.
The Cuban money is much like ours except
that there is a 20-cent and a Z5-cent pilece
which are the same size.

I just noticed that I will have to
move my suitcase as the rain 1is coming
down the walls on the inside of the room
and spreading out over the floor. Isn't
this country exciting!
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Puerto, Barrios
December 2, 1954

Dear Annette,

Left Barrios at about 7:30 a.m. for
Guatemala City via railway. The first
class fare allowed me to ride in the last
coach which differed from any other coach
by having a woven bamboo covering over the
seats., The train is of the narrow-gauge
type with small engines and kerosene lamps.
The road bed is just rough enough to make
the train go sideways and up and down at
the same time. Ten hours of this was cal=-
culated to dislocate a vertebral disc. The
passengers retain their friends until about
three blocks out of the city when the train
starts to gain too much momentum for the
non-paying passengers to jump from the
train. Likewise, in approaching a station
the village people jump aboard and ride
the train to a halt. A dozen or so porters
claim your baggage, Actually there is
more room in second class cars than in the
crowded first-class car. The countryside
is even more exotic than Assam but in ways
very similar. The hills and mountains are
covered with dense jungles of high trees
which, from my position in the train,
seemed to be impenetrable. As the railway
follows the valley of the Motagua River,
1t 1s relatively flat. Ledo, Assam could
be campared with this valley with mountains,
however, on both sides. The flat part of
the valley supports many banana trees,
other areas are grown to dense jungle with
vines sealing in the vegetation. The
ground is damp to wet and many places with
standing water and the types of plants which
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are associated with wet places, such as
water lilies, grasses 30 feet high or so,
large heart shaped leaves and a multitude
of other aquatic plants. Some trees have
bases which are as much as 20 feet across.
These trees are much like the banym trees
of Assam and India. Many different kinds
of colored flowers add to the attractive-
ness of this jungle scene, If

you can imagine a jungle Jjust s
twice as luxuriant as Assam, ST
you have the picture. 1 '
think your mother would
enjoy this country and
it is surprising how
available it actually
is. There appears to be many different
kinds of palms which I confuse with the
cocanut tree. The palms appear more like
this with a large mass of small -+ -
balls, whereas the cocanut T fS
trees have the branches or
fronds (live ones) pointed

down as well as up.

- ST

i

Orchids grow on nearly
all of the trees. The
beautiful red flower which
the Guatemalans call the
"flower of the day," is the
same .th&t- - grows in India and
Assam. They tell me that the
flowers are just beginning to develop
their best growth. Bananas grow the entire
year but are, in the main, just about half
grown and in the next two or three months
will reach their best growth. However,
many are being picked as of today. The
banana trees are higher and less compact
than Assamese bananas. As was true in Assam,
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the banana trees are in all .ﬁ
stages of development from {1 V;g;’
whole flats of small, densely

..-"'

arranged plants to tall trees uw; =
occurring singly. Green i *f
characterizes the color except =

for some yellows and of course the vari-
colored flowers. Fruits include trees of
orange of grapefruit-like balls, papaya,
gourd-like fruits, lemon-like fruits and
many others. I have noticed many trees
which have leaves which appear to be dying
and also new green leaves on the same tree,
The birds are too numerous to mention.

They include many familiar ones from the
north as well as many birds that I know
nothing about--as yet, but just let me get

a hold of my trusty .410 and I will make a
more intimate acquaintance. It is a shame
to shoot them but it is the best way to
learn more about them. The house and people
could be from any Indian setting. The
houses are thatched with palm leaves and the
sides of bamboo, The entire structure is on
stilts. The nogo houses, however, were not,
as I remember, as steeply inclined.

I do not recall of seeing any with plaster
on as was so common in the lower valleys

of Assam or especially in India. OSome
houses were shelters covering cooking ovens
or work areas--some had fences of bamboo
around them but this condition was an
exception., These people do not require the
privacy of the Indians. Single trail paths
lead from one shack to another. The people
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are better clothed than the Indians or nogas
but actually live in more poorly fashioned
houses--in some cases the contrast between
nicely dressed occupant and horrible-looking
hut is ridiculous.

At Bananera a dark skinned bearer handed
me a note (include) which advised me to go
back to Barrios as the road ahead beyond
Zaeapa had been covered with a land slide
and the train would not be able to continue
and there were no accommodations beyond
Bananera. This condition of slide occurs
frequently, sometimes being so inconsiderate
as to cover a train! The unfortunate sit-
uation is that on the other side of the
slide, on its way to Barrios, is $250,000
worth of bananas or 50,000 bunches. The
bananas can only remain one day before they
will be too far gone to be shipped, so it
looks as though the fruit will be checked
out as lost, as they claim it will take five
or six days to clear the track and make
repairs. The insecurity of this railway is
also hurting the United Fruit Company at
Barrios and myself. I can readily see why
prices are so high in Guatemala when 1
realize that this delay is holding up five
ships, and those ships which are discharg-
ing cargo are forced to put the freight on
- the dock instead of into railway cars, which
means more expense in handling the cargo
twice,

My stay at Bananera was really a
pleasant one (from about 9 a.m. to 4:30
p.m.) and an informative one. I am finding
out more clearly how the United Fruit Com-
pany operates and what a big outfit it
really is. From the color pictures which I
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took you can see what a beautiful and unique
place it is. It is really a 'céivilized oasis -
in the jungle. The manager placed the guest
house (they call it a rest house) at my dis-
posal--refrigerator with coco cola, whiskey,
and a little emergency food, nice furniture,
beds, shower, toilet, etc. and a negro
servant. The negro had been keeping care of
the rest house for 18 years. Only 30 feet

or so away was their big outdoor swimming
pool, beyond a lake with reflecting shadows
of palm trees, and beyond a green golf course
as neatly cut as a city park lawn. Brilliant
flowers grew everywhere. I ate dinner at the
regular dining hall and all this for no
expense, 1 found out later that if they had
known, they would have sent a man with me in
a rail car to the classical Quirigua ruins
about 30 miles distance. The United Fruit
Company owns practically all of the banana
plantations and has every convenience of
lodging, transportation, feeding and time
that would be required for the operation of

a scientific program. I am convinced that

to get the cooperation of this outfit in
supporting our cause is the proper thing to
do. They are such a big company that
assistance amounting to a few thousand
dollars would probdably never have to be
sanctioned above the level of the field
plantations. It is really surprising how
much of Guatemala is actually the United
Fruit Company. The rest house is ten times
better than any hotel I have so far seen in
Guatemala. Outside of the United Fruit
Company, the accommodations are horrible,

At 4 :30 boarded east moving train and headed
back to Barrios. The trip back was even more
pleasant than the trip this morning because
the lights were soft and the skies were clear
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instead of dropping down bucketsful of rain.
At late twilight the huts could be identi-
fied by the pretty red light from their
open fires. As we approached Barrios, the
electric lights and gasoline lamps were
objectionable in quality compared with the
glow of the native fires in their native
environment. There is one peculiar thing
about the silhouette of the palm frond at
twilight--~the rib which in the day is
prominent becomes indistinguishable in the

Holiday of Barrios, had il
a man waiting for me at the ﬁ!?“
Hotel del Norte to tell me thaté%??
the car would be taken care of
and that the plane would leave tomorrow at
11 a.m. and that before I leave, to drop in
and see if there is any.more information on
the permits from the Minesterio de Defense
National. |

Tonight I have room No. 5 which over-
looks the sea., The odors are there but at
least I am away from the interior part of
the building where many other odors eminated
from the stock yard of chickens, turkeys,

. pigeons and vultures., I think the typhus
shots are going to serve a worthwhile pur-
pose. At about 9 p.m. the sea started to

act up about ten minutes before a rain storm
hit the shore. These rains serve the purpose
of cleaning the villages and streets which
otherwise might become serious disease beds.

I had plans of working the Barrios area
before going inland but it is quite apparent
that the rainy season is not yet over and
that the country could be more profitably
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worked in the latter part of January or
February. The roads outside of the village
are quite muddy and in addition, it has
been raining about eight times a day, every
day. You can imagine what this condition
would do to a trap line.

How is my good family getting along?
I hope to hear from you when I get to
Guatemala City. Better get Polly con-
ditioned to the telephone because it just
may be that a call can be sent through
from Guatemala some day in the future.

Still living out of my suitcase. It

certainly is a good thing that you put the
Spanish books there.

Love to all,

James.
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December 5, 195k
Pan-American Hotel
Guatemala City

The American Embassy must have a way
of knowing who one is for they handed me
two letters before I even introduced myself.
——one of these letters was from you and Jay
and the other one was from Hall. Your letter
was postmarked November 29 from Lawrence and
the American Embassy mark was December 2, so
it takes about four days between Lawrence and
Guatemala City. This seems rather slow when,
as I remember, we used to get mail from the
States in India in six days. I will admit,
however, that it is quicker than my "slow
boat to China."

I can imagine how nice the room looks
with the new chair your mother gave us--the
room is really too small for that sofa and
speaking of "endowed'" don't you realize that
there is a Mr. Skeles (Skillet) in town who
could have sold that piece of furniture for
at least $50!

I'm glad you used your good judgment
about the shaver, although my face has two
sides. The hemington 60, 6 volt, 110 watt,
has the adapter inside the shaver, and
although it looks like the regular Remington
60, it can be used in the car. With this
shaver, one can shave twice a day without
effort.

I hope the pictures come out--did you
pose with them? If not, you are not excused.
iMother Malseed must have one, 10O0.
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I hope that Polly is made to under-
stand that I have not deserted her. Tell
Chris that I would like a letter from her,
especially some drawings of our house and
what she wears, so that I can show them to
the little children in Guatemala--and
Mother Malseed, let me have a note from you
from time to time on the actual state of
affairs of the Bee Family--Annette always
hides those things that would tend to make
me worried while in the field. Of course,
Jay will have to write me again if I am To
understand exactly what we are to buy.
Speaking of guns, Jay, the policemen in
Guatemala have rifles that do not look any
better than your old Indian rifle.

Wwhen I last wrote you, I believe that
I had just returned from Bannera and was
awaiting air transportation to Guatemala
City. I have never been quite sure that
my letters are getting out of Guatemala, as
I have mailed them out under very unusual
circumstances. If the letter does not
carry enough postage, they are just as apt
to throw it in the wastepaper basket as not.
On December 3, before going down to the
airfield in Barrios, I dropped over to see
if the car had been unloaded--it had and also
it had been inspected! The United Fruit
Company guaranteed that it would be delivered
to Guatemala City "in bond" but somehow the
Great Military and Customs officials found
out that there were guns in the car and
they turned the equipment upside down. With
my packing, there was adequate room left
in the car, but by the time they had
released the boxes with batts of cotton and
pawed through the rest of the things, the
car was overflowing. I personally did not
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care if they inspected the car or did any-
thing they wanted with the guns and
ammunition and I think they had a right to,
but when the agreement was to send the car
"in bond" I think they were gullty in not
letting me be there at the time. Whenever
guns or ammunition are mentioned in Guate-
mala twenty or so military people collect
around and feed on the despoils as would
twenty ants feed upon a crumb of bread.
The only harm done was the reshuffling of
my packing which in Guatemala City I can
reorganize again.

| Departed from Barrios at noon; fare,
$10.60 which I thought was reasonable for
transporting one over tropical country that
would take a year to go by foot. The
tropics, in my estimation, is the attraction,
at least it should be, in Guatemala. The
volcanoes do not stand up to any of the
cones in Washington or Oregon. Laybe I

will change my mind as I have the chance to
see the western highlands. The tropics from
the air are more luxuriant than those of
Assam and the appearance from the air 1s
like the surface of a cauliflower., The
upperstory vegetation appears to be more
compact than in Assam. The hills and
mountains are completely covered with virgin
forests. The low broad valley appears to

be kept in successional stages. It is in
the flat valleys where the bananas grow
most readily. The color is a deep green
with a few patches of lighter green. 1
would like to spend a year in these dense
jungle forests, especially those on the
mountain slopes, but I see no way of getting
into them. A car in this country 1is as
useless as a "loon on land." The best way,
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as I see it is to use a boat and then float
down the rivers but then, as I say, you do
not pass through the more exciting part of
the jungle on the mountains. There must be
some trails which would allow one to penetrate
these forests but then probably only animal
trails. I see no evidence of the natives
using these mountain jungles., The local -
and jungles are wet and as the plane flips
over the sun is continually being reflected
from the ponds and standing water among the
trees. This part of the jungle would be
even more difficult to explore. I can nol
see how any animal could have been adapted
to land existence in these forests; they
must all live in the tree tops which is quite
a gifferent thing. In a country which 1s so
bountifully endowed with natural resources
of fruit and other food, I wonder if the
natives will ever develop a civilization.
Their existence is solved by merely reaching
up and picking thelr dinner off the branches.
Tt would take more than the C.I.0. to get
these yeople to work and to make Progress.
This may explain why Guatemala is sO back-
ward. Then again, the ancient sayan peoples
seemed to have made a go of it. I wonder
what the real cause is of the degeneration
of a once thriving civilization. It has
occurred in China, Assam, Burma, and India.
we know. There is a gradual ascent to a
high plateau on which Guatemala City is
located., It lies on sort of a broad summit
which slopes to the south to the Facific

and to the north toward another range of
mountains. It is an elevated plateau which
has been partly eroded but is now checked.
The deep canyons end in abrupt head walls.
The relatively flat areas make ideal places
for habitation and practically every square
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foot of it is utilized, which makes the area
undesirable as far as trarnping is concerned.
The capital of Guatemala has been destroyed
on two other occasions at two other settings
by earthquake and flood. The present site,
in long range analysis, is also doomed by
erosion. The U. S. either gave or lent to
Guatemala §6,000,000 for road building.

The new roads I saw from the air were
deliberately made across the country in the
most inappropriate routes as far as expense
of buildings roads is concerned.

The fare from the airport to the city
was 2 which seemed a trifle high, then
hotel prices at $12 proved the point that
living in Guatemala is going to be expensive.
There is an extremely wide gap between what
a native earns as wages and the cost of
commodities., This gap will have to be
reduced before there can ever be peace in
Guatemala,

The city is not impressive as such,
but it is unusually clean and is planned
exactly as the Morman cities. The streets
are relatively wide as are also the side-
walks., I am not able to place the archi-
tecture as it does not tall into the Havana,
New Urleans type or the modern. It is just
something different and I have not seen
other cities which I could compare it with.
The modern, however, is evident on all sides
and if not in architecture, is modern in
old settings. The people are not as degen-
erate as in Havana and the Indians and thier
colorful clothes make the city in my opinion.
There is still a great difference between
the culture of the Indians and the Spanish
people. Somehow, our civilization has not
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affected the original Mayan peoples. It is
the Mayan Indian, however, who is at the
bottom of the barrel as far as social
position or positions in the bigger economy
of the country. The whites take advantage
of the Spanish, the Spanish take advantage
of the degenerate Mayans, and the degenerate
Mayans take advantage of the primitive Mayan
people. Of the several groups listed, 1
find a better man in the primitive Indians,
These people are like the lMayas and they
find it hard to cross a street or when half
way across, are so confused that they know
not which way to turn. I have never seen
such small people as these Mayans. More
about these people later,

The churches are all beautiful,
especially inside. The American Embassy
is in a modern building and is a community
in itself. After hours the windows are
covered with a metal-like venetian blind,

I suppose for protection in an eventuality.

The first hotel I went to was the
Colonial, a Spanish hotel, which, in their
eyes is O0.K., but to me was a dangerous
place to live and especially to eat, so the
next day I went over to the Pan-American
where the conditions, while expensive, are
safe and comfortable, These Spanish hotels
are like living in dungeons. They are cold,
musty, and smelly and the food is just not
American. The water taps are always
labelled "agua catiente" which means hot
water, but I have never been able to get a
temperature greater than luke cold. From
the standpoint of health, these old Spanish
places may be better than the dry heated

hotel in America, in being always cool and
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with a fresh air patio where ponds add
additional moisture to the air. Even at

the Fan-American you cannot trust such
things as water. For instance, I recognized

that the drinking water in the room had

evaporation marks dating it back at least
five days and that the water was filled
with foreign particles which would not be
present in purified bottled water, so I
asked the desk to sendup some fresh drink-
ing water. In the meantime I placed a
thread over the handle of the cold water
faucet and went down stairs to dinner.
wWwhen I returned the pitcher was filled

and the thread on the cold water tap was
gone, S0 I called and told the clerk that
I had reason to doubt that the water was
purified and asked him to send up some
boiled water from the kitchen which he did.
Ihis water, I am sure, was from the hot
water tap as it carried the same complex
of foreign particles as is characteristic
of the tap water--so what can you do--the
only thing as I see it, is to personally
accept the responsibility of actually
seeing the source of the water or to treat
all water, reespective of source, yourself,
The ran-American are supposed to have the
same standards as hotels in the U.S. At
Barrios the same thing happened--they were
putting tap water in bottles reserved for
purified drinking water and as a result
(could have been from food) two contracted
diarrhea on the morning I was leaving,
December 3. That nizht at the Colonial

I emptied myself as I have never emptied
myself before. It only affected the
intestines as I did not have any dis-
comfort in the stomach. The poisons also
hit my shoulders. From breakfast on the
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third to supper on the fourth, I did not
eat anything but only added water from time
to time. The supper paved the way and my
breakfast on the fifth stabilized the con-
dition. The symptoms and progress of the
diarrhea is similar to those I have pre-

viously had, so I am not concerned. I

think that I will receive immunity to these
bugs in Guatemala from time to time and

that evntually will not have trouble with
water or food. Once I can get in the field,
I will be independent of the hotels and
diseases of the city. One thing that the
lunch today did not cure (which incidentally
included an avado, grapefruit, biscuits,
butter, rice and chicken, livers, mashed
potatoes and gravey, peas, corn, a tender-
loin steak two inches thick and rare, piece
of cake, chocolate ice cream and milk--the
eating of which should dispell any doubt

as to my complete recnverysj‘!m:a are pimples
on my leg surrounded by red rings about so )
What is it, doctor?

This reminds me that I must get my
oxfords half-soled as the holes are allow-
ing the mire of the walks to get to my feet.

The weather in Guatemala City is warm
in the day and cool at night. The days are
cloudless except for a few clouds that hang
around Agua, Acatenango, Fuego and Pacayo
volcanoes which are all clearly visible from
my window at the Pan-American. The room is
on the third flar and even at that height,
overlooks the city. All the buildings have
beautiful tile on the floor.

Cne of my first problems in Guatemala
City was to get the permit to carry a gun
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and to get the gun and ammunition into the
country. A letter written by.Hall on the
26th of November proved to be only an intro-
duction to getting the permit although he
sald that we would like to have the permit
sent to Barrios so that I could take care

of matters there when I arrived., When I
called the Ministerio de Defensa Nacional,

he said that the permit had been resolved
and that I was to check with the Ministerio
de Relaciones Exterior (State Department

or like Office of International Relations)
at the National Palace where the permit

was being approved. I do not think that
Ministerio of Defensa Nacional had even
written out the permit nor did he think
that I could reach the M. de R. E. before
he had a chance to make one out but I did
get to see the M. de R. E. and found out
that he had never heard anything about such
a permit! It was five minutes to noon,
Friday and at that time he could not get

in touch with the M. de D. N. so asked if

1 would not return ionday at ten o'clock.
Arriving in Guatemala City on a weekend,
complicated matters considerably. The
American Zmbassy closed Friday at four

and could not be of help until Monday.
Imagine hours from 10 - 12 and 2 to L with
caturday and Sunday and all holidays off!
In visiting the various offices of the
Guatemala Government, I found an anxiety
and confusion which Lo me spells instability.
This observation is proving true as I
receive information from different sources.
I did not believe Docking in Lawrence when
he told me that the country was unstable
as based on the stock market, but I find
now that the country is far from stable;
that there is an underground movement;

that many people easily understood except
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when they prounounce thelr names, thzt the anti-com-
unlstic propaganda 1s still in full force and that
tha teachars ( most responsible for the communistic
roverent | are being screened etc. On the main floor
of the Hational Palace ls an exibit of all the nrop-
sganda used by the communists in Cuatsmala. It k&
cne of the most effective demonstrstions I have seen
and includes 211 the literature, décunents, radio-
grams, letters, movies, eto used by the C. 'tey huve
niles of well bound books, magzzines, pamplets, which
4re nrinted in dussia, zbout pro-anericanism, seach
pile 20 feet nigh und 30 feet =t the basa. C(ne side
of the hall is lined with rolls of movie film on com-
munigne The sight of all this literaturs and pProp-
aganda material, which would f111 several box cuars,
is most impressive. One side of the lar:e hzll has
evidence and the operation of the communist in yuat.
with picturss of the brutal treatment of people, the
gilling, unhunirg the dead, etc. Right now the am.
robassy is hiihly geared in their prepazanda-bocics,
panplets, movies, radio, loudspezksrs, etc.

(n the way out to the useo de “noln:ies
v Histeorio Natural, I turned to 2 nan next teo w3 om
& bas and askad him if he could sneak anflish, &s 1
/a8 not sure where to get off. 7o my surpriza hs
cculd and was from Vermont. This .ir. Sanchez is with
“he .merican iumbassy and was on his way to the horse
races ( 1 latar found cut-z2s he is livin: 2t the
Fan worican-that he won 754 tht day ) Ac to info.
on directions, he was unzble to help me 28 he hng .

been in Guatam2la only two weelks (3 vesars te go)

Tha iiuseo is lecated in ths Uity Zeo
and is housed In 2 one story building 2bout 150 by
€0 feet. The prorly mounted anim2ls =nd birds area
arranezed in clrse enclosed cases. Two exibits in
natural setting ( 10'x 4') are pror excusss for
this type of nresantztion. The dircector Don Jor:e
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Ibarro was not there and would not be basck until
monday, sc 1 left % note. 4t 7.00 P.l. he calleqd
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me at the hotel and wanted me to come out at 8.30
but I was not in condition tc see him at that time
because of the independability of my sphincter
muscle. Senior Jose' David Alvarez, while he spoke
not a word in <nglish, showed me thru the plant.
From what 1 can judie, this man lbarro needs some
work in K.U. and 1 am zolng to tell him if he desires
to gone to Y .Ue, he will be supplied a4 scholarship.
I1'm quite sure that Hall would be very glad to have
the Direcbor of the iiuseo de Guatamala his nupill
and it would make for good relationship between the
two lations in terms of collecting in uuatamala.

At present his taxonomy is out of date and his mus
eun technicue needs guidance. «ill see lbarro
aonday for permits

The Archasologzical museum, next deor is
about =2ix times the size of the Zoo iiuseum and is
apparsntly heavily endowed. The disrlays are ex-
cellent, including artifacts, large stone ¢garvelinzs
naintings, pottery, models of houses and 2 section
wvou would enjoy which shows the cclorful dress of
the kiayan Indians-esach narticular tribe; also, how
the cloth is woven. I dare ssy that the theme of
their clothing ard espscially the colors, will be
patterened in the U.S5., at scme time and that once
accepted, will remain classical.

I noticed that on the way home on the
bus, that younger women would give theilr seats to
older woznen and men. Lhe men sat'pat' .



S541205-1717

/ N
-a"'::--r.“.: ',..ﬂ,"}" "L\

d',nnc*
-,I~ ﬂfﬂ’l—-#/ea-#ra

\L:*"" S & <Zrirer
\ \
N
W, s

From my window the Agua VYoleano looks like this.
The clouds are hanging around in the protected parts
of the cone. As you can see, the well formed conse
has besen bullt on the base of a one timns much larger
cone.s If this thing exploded, I am afraid Guatamalsa
Uity -would have to move again for the fourth time.

e

Last night I washed :3+ white shirts, 1 pink
shirt, 3 handkerchiefs, 1 pair nants, 3 undarahirts
3 ahnrtu and 3 pair of‘auuka in my $12.,00 bathtub.
wvhen 1 eat in the Dining Salon, I wear a new white
manhatten shirt which I purchased for £5.,00, -as a
matter of propriety. All my other white shirts were
dirty and I hadn't time to have them laundered. 1
will keep the unironed until needed. As soon as my
diplomatio mission is complete, my white shirts will
be stored until my return in Febuary. when reading
for the return trip, I think I will purchase a dinner

.'E ackaet.,.
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These malds are certalnly curious people. when I
leave the room, 1 2lways put the more valuable things
in my grip and then clecse it with one of the Btrirgs
nanging out, the other loose end is put back in the
suitcase so that if tne lid is opened the string or tie
piece will fall down and I will then know.lf the sult
case has been opened. +hen that occurs which has been
the case in ndarly everywhere I have had lodglrg ( camp=-
-ed), 1 check my valuables to be sure they have open-
-gd the sultcase thru curosity only. Nothing has been
taken thus far, 1 keep the traveler's checks, 30 mm
movie camera, shaver and all my documents ln the case.

In the interest of economizing on United Fruit
Co's stationery ( 1 must have really taken & hand full
of this stuff ) I will finish the paper and then oclecse
for this sunday. 7he church bells ring continually
in the morning but 1 have not heard them this P.ud.
They sound like five loccmotives bells ringing at thse
same time. ‘here is no rhythm or music to their sound.

I do not know what the oocasion ia but there
has been fireworks golng on every day since I have been
here. 7The greatest noise in the City ccmes from the
motoroycles which one has to watch more than motor
traffic when crossing the street. 7he many bicyocles
are also a hazards I have tc smlle when the President
passes thru Town, which he does vericdically, and down
the maln street. He rides ln a large black car preceed
ed by a dozen or so traffic policemen on motorcycles.
Lveryone is directed to stop their car and pull over
to the ceurb when the President passes. Lt is supris-
ing how many pollcemen rally to the ocall of the sirens

on these oocasions, 7he policemen all over the Clty
are in greater numbers than are necessary except for
a single reason-to stand by ir case of trouble.

The Indian market is just something you will
nave to see. 1 never realized that X'mas was celebrat
ed as much as it is in Guatamala. Every store has
X'mas merchandise, especially toys-in faot, they have
all the American items &s well &s many other items
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as wells There 1s a greater selection of toys than
1l have ever seen in the U.S. 1t really looks llke
home { Pardon- not in all respects. )] Yesterday a
car passed with American X/rzas barols-baing sung.
Toye in Guatamala are for the old as well as the
young and would estimate that 80% of the peoples in
come g0 for them.

Tell Jay to draw a pleture of the new Bob vat
Badge and tell me sc.anething about it.

Do you have enough money to0 carry you thru
Decembery address mall care of American imbassy-
they will handle emergency calls. will probably be

in Guatamala City at least two more days, depending
how soon they can reestablish the rail service from
Barrios.

Love James.

fuaTimole 8Ly, Guatimats
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Guatamala City, 12-6-54

Dear Annette, Polly, Chris, Jay & Grandma:
How is my blg family in Kansas? I wish you were all
here to enjoy this climate as 1 know the weather in
Kansas must be cold at this season of the year. In
Guatamala you can choose your weather-from hot to
frigid, or, as we natives would say ' ds 1a caliente
a la frio '. ialled a letter this morning and will
probably get this short note off tomorrow A.d. 80
don't be surprised if No 2 gets to Kansas before No.
l. 4lso checked with the Embassy thls morning but

no letter for bee.

Diarrhoea not yet checked tho yesterday I thot
I had 1%t under contrel. A few days may be requlired
to get back to normal.

This A.M. went down to see llr. Molanphy of the
United Fruit Cc. He is in charge of the passanger and
freight department. He assured me that I ocould get
& return trip on the same ship that would oarry the
car. A like arrangement cculd not be made at the
New Orleans headquarters; also, he is going to check
to see when the car will arrive from Puerto Barrios.
The &y. right of way 1s now open-the first time sinae
the slide and a limited amount of traffic is coming
thru. Then, I proceeded to the Palacio: National-
1 am beginning to recognize the ilinisters by now.
1%t is quite an experience to see into the coperation
of the various departments of the Guatamalian Govern
ment. The Palace is as sald ~a building 'elegante’
with ponds in the court as large as Potter lLake. The
doors are cutstanding but are marred by having Yale
shock cylinders sorewed on to their edges. The
tapestry is royal.

I went first to the ilinistero de Defensa
National where iayor Official informed me he did not
have the document In his office and would have tc go
to the undersecretary of the Uinisterio de Defensa

‘Nacional to see why it was not recelved. So, I did
80 tc find out what they told me Friday was not truse.
After gelng thru the files they found the letter with
permit was sent to the Guatamalian Consulate in New
Crleans where it was to be authenticated and deliver-
ed to the port cf debarkation. This, they said, was
the status of the matter, could not be changed and
they would have to write for the permit. This would
have been impractical considering the time element,
80, 1 wnet directly to the four starred general-the
ministeric de Defensa National. He called in a two-
star and twc colonal and together they decided to
extend me a provieional duplicate permit and they would
have the Linistero de Helaciones &xteriores approve
ite Then the Gustoms would be informed and the guns
could be taken from the car and held in bond until
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I could arrapnge for a permnit $o carry a gun after I
get the guns in the custody of the Custems. 1 will

get the permit at the Ministerioc Gubernacion. 1

now have the entire chainiof commands dirscted

toward the customs at the central clearing house at
Guatamala CUity. Now, if the guns were taken out of the
car at Barrios, I will have to reorsanize my requests
and probably have to make another trip to barrics to
get the guns in 'hock' again so that they can bs
delivered to the central clesaring house in gGuatamala
Clty. Next time 1 will bring a flipper.

This P.M. met Jon A. Ibarra, Pirector iuseo
de zZocloglia'y Histerie Natural. He Informs me he
could have handled the entire matter of customs had
he known 1 was ccming. Ibarra is a very Interesting
man and is, I beleive, sincerely interested in his
work-he comes from a long line of Ibarra naturalists
He 1s not paid enough to live on and must work besides.
He receives ¢l100.00 a month to operate the iuseum.
His museum techniques are-compared t¢ K.U., very crude
with no budget, the needs of the institution can not
be met. His technique is at least 50 years behind that
of kK.U. iost cf his publications are newspaper art
icles and a few in inagazines-all are pasted in a scrap-
book, was surprised tc see about a foot in length of
reprints from the iuseum of Nat. Histe., K.U. He said
the .useum had been very kind in sending them to him.
If Hall can arrange for a scholarship for Ibarra, K.U.
will benefit from the contact with this man and better
relations with his country. He has a wife and two
children ( 1-1/2 years and one but a few months.) He
was telling me of a lark Ryan and wife from the U.S.
Ihey called June-July and asked for work with the Museum
Of course Ibarra had no funds with which to pay help.
These two wanted ¢4,000 a year to collect mammals and
were going to get it or elsse. These two, he says, were
discovered to be communists and while the C were in
power were trying to get Ibarro's joh. The Ryans _
falsified a check for about $2,000 and during the over
throw of the C. they disappeared with them.

Ibarra tells me of reports of two mammals,
living in caves, which do not have eyes-not bats.
rhese undoubtedly are exagerations and a preduct of
the imagination, tho will investigate. Ibarra has
soveral friends that he could mnake arrangements with
to accempany me to their habitats.

By-the-way, this morning 1 went over to the
office of ur. A.L.Bump who is the President of the
United Fruit Co.-ahem ! and we had a chit-chat. His
secretarie's boy friend is or had attended K.U.- a
dr. Cox-played basketball. I went to see Bump to ©b-
taln authorization to collect on the United Fruit Co's
plantation-they own practically everything in tillsble



S41206-82

Guatamala. Actually I did not have to go to such a
high level of the organization to get permiesion but

1 had other motives. ©These men at the top are really
nice people to deal with. This man bump is highly oult-
ured and pelisned. 1 told him of @y objective and how
for the first time, 1 had recognized need for logistic
support in this tronical country. He recognized the
problem at once and called in his secretary. 1In a few
minuted he had the names of five or six people who Knew
.the tropiecs and could advise where the best places

are for collecting. After making these contacts, to
return and he would arrange for transportation onto

the areas, housing, meals and field assistance. we
turned to his fine art collection-water ceolor and
Mayan paintings. His hobby is the study of corn in
the culture and economy of the Mayan civilization.

The way 1 have outlined gy program in Guate-
mala I do not think I will need the assistance of the
UsFeCos 0xcopt for permission to collect. 4As tims
goes on I do not think it will be unorthodox to ask
this man to what extent he would go in financing a 2
or & year expedition in the Guatamalian tropics.
Better brush up on your Espaniol. This outfit has
already financed the excavation and restoration of
the Mayan City at Zaculen and alsc the preservation
of such sites as Quirigua. When these pscple can
lose 250,000 worth of hananas and not blink an eye
I'm sure they could put cut 20 or 30 thousand for a
really worth while cause and a cause which would ben-
efit them immensurably.

One of trie men hs menticned for v to see
is my old friend Farnsworth who was involved in the
United Health Orgéanization that did not materalize.

This evening the U.Z preopaganda machine is
working at, along with the nonsence, classical music.

This day ies the first day that a b6 room is
available so now I am on the opposite side of the
hotel. For all practical purpcses it is the same except
there ie net the view over the city nor the broad
picture windows. 1 now look cut upon the Palacio
Nationall 1n spite of the hurried action of the
diplomats, I notice that sunday night and this even-
ing their is not one light burning in the building.
I guess that all is calm in Guatamalal
: I can tell 1t is about 10.30 as the noise of
the heavy ilron window~doors are being drawn over the
fronts of the stores. The sweepers are still work-
ing in tre streets. Somecne Jjust walked past below
whistling a familiar classical theme. 4All the other
human veices are forelign.

I hope the car arrives before Wed. as I have to
vacate my rcom that date for the U.F.Co's convention
crowd. Somshow. Il think I will be on my way by then.
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My red rings are almost resclved so 1 am now
ready for whatever comes along next.

Will write Hall tomorrow and see 1f 1 can get
my expenses in so that my acccocunt can be revelved.
I have enough money for ocurrent expenses but could
not handle an emergency.

The Xfmas spirit is in full swing with Santa
Claus in every store-most of them life size and
mechanical. Lhey really meke the most of this holi--
day. Ibarrs invited e out for X'mas providing I was
in the area. Every evening during dinner the hotel
features special music, last night it was a rhumba
band-tonight, a planist. The fireplace is a great
attraction in the building as the rcoms are not heat
ed and the evenings are almost too ccol for comfort.
The Liayans are all wrapped in their colorful shalls.

The am Embassy fellers really have a rough
time-living in expensive hotels and more time on their
hands than they know what to do with-or maybe they do
know-35anchez has had a different gal every evening
1 have seen him.,and ,has a wife in the States. 1
have recelved very little assistance from the am
smbassy and 1 find it mcre educational and exciting
tc work out my own preblems. They are good to have
around, however, in time of revoluticn or civil strife,
I like those iron decors on their buildinge.

Do you have any more word about mother? I'm
afraid the winter months are geocing to be hard on her.

#hat progress has Suchan nade on the fire-escaps
-the harvest should be over by nowe.

I thot I would keep on writing until the music
outside stopped but it is now 11.50 P.M. and they are
in full swing-walt--they are now playing Silent Night-
this may be it, if not, I will let you know how it
turned out later.

Love
Jamas.
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MINISTERIO DE LA DEFENSA NACIONAL

REFPUBLICA DE GUATEMALA. C. A,

OFICIO No. aa U “: ﬂ 9 i—] 51 j 2 5 2 {; sbciio. DB

RESUMEN :

Guatemala, 6 de dicbre. de 195k,
Afio de Liberacidn

RECEIVED

Sefior James W. Bee

Presente. e E:
DEC 10 1554
Muy sefior mio: Retd % e ———
Ans'd By S S S
Date ==

Refiriéndome a la nota que envid a este Ministerio
el sefior E. Raymond Hall, Director del Museo de Histo=-
ria Natural de la Universidad de Kansas, EE.UU., me es
grato manifestarle que por parte de este Ministerio no
hay ning(in inconveniente y por lo tanto se autoriza el
ingreso al Pais de las armas de pequeno calibre gque --
trae consigo, vy que usaré para la obtencidn de ejempla
res de la fauna guatemalteca.-

Esta autorizacidn de ingreso, se entiende que no =
lo faculta para la portacidén y uso de tales armas, ya-
que para ésto, es necesario que Ud, obtenga la licen =-
cia correspondiente del Ministerio de Gobernacidn, que
ge conformidad con la Ley es el facultado para exten -

erla.

Sin otro particular soy de Ud, atto. ¥y s.s.

cc.arch.
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FARQUE NACIONAL AURORA

MEIBEENLO MUSEO NACIONAL DE HISTORIA

EDUCACICM FUELICA NATUHAL TEL. N? 9842

GUATEMALA, C. A.

CAMPO DE LA FERIA

Diciembre 7 de 1954. -

A LAS AUTORIDADES DEPARTAMBNTALKS:

El suscrito Director-Ifundador del Museo Nacional
de Historia Natural, por este medio tiene el honor de
presentar al distinguido zodlogo Norteamericano, Dr.
James Bee, quien ha venido a Guatemala procedente de
la Universidad de Kensas, EE. UU. con el fin de 1lle -
var a cabo importantes estudios sobre nuestros mamife-
ros.

En tal virtud, el suscrito estimarad a aquellas
personas que le den facilidades para ponerlo en con =
tacto con elementos aficionados a la captura de pe -
quefios mamiferos.

Bl Dr. Bee es portador de una licencia que 1o
autoriza para portar sus armas de caceria hacia los
lugares a donde se dirija a efectuar sus investigacio-

nes cientificas.
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Jodlogo dal Muses de
Historig Natural de

Kansas en el Pais
Hard Estudio Sobre |

- Nuestros Mamiferos

Con el objeto de Yrealizar im-
portantes estudlus sobrg la vida
de nuestros mamiferos, ha arri-
bado a Guatemala €l zo61ogo
doctor James Bee, procedente del
Museo de historia natural de la
Universidad de Kansas, EE, UU.

E] doctor Bee permanecerﬁ. tres |
meses, tiempo que dedicard a|
l:a.pt.urar p acE:leﬁﬂ.s mamiferos en
diversas localidades del pals, men-]
do probable que visite 1o depar-
tamentos de Huehuetenhange, Qui-
ché, Escuintla e Izabal.

- En é] Museo de historia natural
el zodlogo doctor Bee, fué aten-
dido por el sehar Jorge A. Iba- |
ITa, director del museo, guien
ostrd al distinguido visitante las
g:;rersa.s colecciones de dicho cen-

Las actividades cientificas del
Mused de  historiag -natural] de
Kansas ya -son . conbcidas ep el
museo dé Guatemala 2] través de
gus validsas - publicaciones, entre |
las que sobresalen las siguigntes:
Americant Weasels por.E. Ray-
mond Hall, director de aquél mu-
se0, Mammals of Kansas por- E.
Léndel] Cockrum, Amphibians and |
Reptiles of Kansas, por Hobart
M. Smith, etcétera.

El doctor Bee escribiré un libro
s0bre les mamiferos gue logre €s-
-tudiar én nueéstro pals y tiéne sé- |
guridad de encontrar nuevas sub-

.especies,
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Nebay,Guatamala.
Dec. 15th., 1954
Dear dnnette:

If this letter reaches you 1 will be surprised.
Guatamala is rough sountry in every way you look at
ity for instance, it has taken us three days to trav-
el from Guatamala Clty to this place, a distance of
166 miles. The factor of time ils of major lmport-

anee.
Before finally getting away from Guatamala, I
had many exasperating rounds with customs. The car
was finally released on Dec. 10th. at 6.00 P.M. In
all, there has besen five eomplete inspections of
the equipment. On Dec. llth. & permit to drive the
car was 1ssued by the pollse in Guat. On the even
ing of the loth. I went to the police station and
asked for the permit so I eould get started the
next day. ‘'iianana' was the answer. %Xhey told me
just where to park the car that night which was 20
feet from the front door entrance to the Pan-american
Hotel. Next mornling the front side window of the
car was broken as well as the loock-the door left
open. I am sure I made the mistake of telling the
police where the car would be parked during the
nights There are two ezplanatlons of the vandallsm
tha one-the garrage offers protectlion-perhaps a

gentle reminder to use thelir facilltles; the other,
communistis outburst.

On Sunday I left for Chajul. Ibarra in-
slsted I take alonz ons of his assistants-Senior
Carlos Paredes (dusts cases) a fine fellow tho has
no knowladge of collectling or cooking-one of those
individudds you have to traln by showing them how
to break an egge. iy trip was planned for 'solo
flight '-an extra ocomplicated matters. He wore ox-
fords and had no bedding. He used my sleeplng bag
for a mattress, a hlanket and all avallable coats
for bedding. Beyond thls obstasle it necessltated
the removal and storing of all the gear atsavery stop,
an operatlion I had eliminated in my original plans.
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On rainy days the car was so crowded 1t was most im-
possible to operate, whereas, it had been previously
planned room would be.available in the ocar, raln or
sun, to work dntire ln the car.

Departed 11.00 A:M. Sunday for Chajul where
I was to meet a Senlor Arranes who is a representat ive
of the Government and owns several fineas near Chajul.

He was to show me micha mamiferas but aonveniently left
a day earlier because of urgent business.

Je made our way across the country via Chim=-
altenango, Solala, Encuentros, Chichicartenango,
cullbe, Sacapulas where we came %o an abrupt halt-
the bridze was out. We were directed to go this
way by Aramnnas and all questioned informed us this
was the way to Chdjul. The bridge had been down over
two months. To reach the other side 1t took us a
day (fifteen hours) of travel via guche', Totanlcap~-
en, Quezaltenago, Hushnetenango to Sacopulas which
was on the opposite side of the River.

On the way to Chajul, we camped between hers
and Nebaj, near the top of the mountain. - Next morn-
ing met Arranes on his way out and he told us to pro-
ceed to Chajul and to stay there until his return,in
a few days, when he would take us on to his fineas.
Gontinuing on toward Nebaj we reached a point about
five mlles beyond to find the road would permit the
use of cars with x 'tra gear and high olearance.
Returning to Nebay we made camp 1 ml northeast and
will remain here for a couple of days. We are in
& hole and I am anxious to free ourselves and reach
a primary road ( about 5th grade in the UeSe ) 4
heavy rain would isolate us for Weeks. I will not try
toc desoribe the roads in Guatamala. Will say they -
are about ten times as hagardous as the Burma Road 1
1 don't know how many times I have had %o apply all
my knowledge of engineering to predloate ths stress
and straln capacity of the structures. In driving
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100 miles you take at least that many chancesa of
dropplng to obliviomn.

The roads are in the most rugged mountains
and are ocarved out of solld rocke The thing that
characterizes these highways are the abrupt drops-
up to 2,000 feet ;”.:h"f:'

If there are no mountains you often travel
roads bullt in sides of highly eroded canyons-thus

All this country is of volocanic sediment
in nature and the canyons are deep, atralght wall-
ed and narrow. You travel for miles in low gear

-going up and golfg down.
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A breakdown in this country would spell disaster to
the Expedition. It would take months to get mechan-
~-ical attention and parts. 1 may exagerate some-
things but the roads in Guatamala, I do not.

Lake Atetlan 1s Indeed beautiful and much
larger than my preconcelved ldea of same. To see it
is worth the trip to Guatamala. The people are orient-
al in many respects and reminds me of India and Vhina
Bach vlllage or area's people seem to have a differ-
ent pattern of clothing. 4t Chichicastenago it is
predominately red-at Huchenstenago the men, like
'Uncle Sam' wear red and white stripped pants.

It is pathetlic to see so many drunken people.
Out of approx 100 Indians which were returming to
the mountains out of Chichl-32 of them were drunk
and lying along the road side. This status of
affairs, I understand is only common on Sundays
-3 result of their indulgencles. W¥Women are llke-
wise drunk. Guatamala needs probition @

e are certainly marked in Guatamala, In
every Pueblo, village or Ulty where we have stopped,
curious people flock around the dar. Often the
word 'communista’is fingered in the dust on its sldes.
If it 1sn't that word it 1s ls a word with *malo' in
it,such as malogastra or something like that. It
is fdlly to expose loose articles as they will grab
them and take off on the run. The stealing, 1 think
is more resentment than thlevery. I have noticed
in the villages where only beans and corn are grown,
they will take off with anything they can get their
bhands on. They evidently trink thie highway robbery
and steallng ls legitimate. It calls for & protect-
ilon of your rights and property. The Communists are
really desperate and their economy is in the 'bed-rock'’

Inoldentally the dust on some of the roads
is 4 inches deep-bus drivers wear speclal masks.
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The natives are using every parcel of ground in
Guatamala for planting, especially the flat areas on
top of hills and mountalns. The steep side hillls also
ara farmed. It would seem that they would find it
difficult to malntaln a footing on some of the slopes.
Have not seen, as yet, & place where there ls mnot
some slgn of human activity. Dogs are everywhere and
are camp 1s pregnated with odors. They urlnate on the
car, chalr§ table legs, food boxes ets. They are so
starved you could tag it pin it on a board without the

trouble of skinning it .

At Nebay we had not stopped over two minutes
when a man from the Btates walked stralght over to the
gar as tho he hadn't seen a white man for 50 years.

It developed that he was from Kansas and the insignla on
our car door drew him like a magnet. The more we tallked
the nearer home became. His brother Rlichard Elllctt
graduated in 1948 from K.U.- his wilfe's brother 1s now

a junlor 1n pre-med at K.U. and he--George Belcher and
wife are lliving at 1222iisissippl. How's that for co-
incidence. ir =1lliott 1a with the Summer Instlitute of
Lingulstios-Unlv of Oklohoma and is making a study of
the languages of these people. Hle attractive wife and
three children are here in the primitive village of
Nebay. This area 1s the transitlion between the Spanish
language to the south and the Indian languages to the
northe The Latives areund Nebay have a very Iinterest-
ing language and it 1s amusing to hear them conversa.

It is a dignifled stutter, with odd olicks and vocal
sounds that I have never heard in all my travels. 1

do enjoy thelr chatter. I think thelr volice simulates
that of the ohineese altho it has a more pure mechanli-
cal manipulation.

Ray (Elliott) Insisted that i acoept a
gallon of white gas as the Guatamala gas was playing
tricks with our stove and lamp. 1 Wwill never go into
the field agaln without testing my equlpment.
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* To start our trapping in Nebaj was/complicated
as golng thru customs. Flrst, we had to get permis-
sion from the Chief of the Village who had to con-
sult with his advisors. Then,we had to have & pol-
lceman go with us to the area we wanted to trap.
Then, we had to proocure permission from the owner
of the land. The natives who actually farm the
land have no say in the matter-they are subjeots
of the land owners. Thls amagks of the o0ld feudal
sustem or even communism. The poor natives are
really taking a beating is Guatamala and reforms
are necessary if they ever, reach a stable economy
and soclety. Thelr police force consists of the
firet man that can grab a bllly-club, All the
nat ives carry machettes for protectlion-the law
enforesement officers & mere bllly-club. The Mayor,
I noticed, had a machette lying on his desk with-—
in easy reach.

Every letter I wrlte carries a derry X'mas
to all,
Love
James

P.S. After working this area, expect to rew
turn to Huehustenango and then go to Chemal which
will put me at about 13,000 feet; then, south toward
Quezettenan and posslbly even toChamperico-if time
permits. I intend to return to Guatamala Clty Jan.
lste, if I can get out 6F the north slde of these
mountains. It rained yesterday which means land
slides and road repalrs before the routes are opemn -
ed agaln. All road repairs are dons by humans wilth
a grubbing hoe type tood. Tell Hector that my
Spanlish In Neba) ls uselees. Give the ohildren an
extra hug, and tell them 1 an thinking of them every
minute of the day. Tell Jay that today 35 vultures
fed on a carcass of an armadillo which was tossed
a distance from the car about 30 feet. Did this
carcase disappear in & bhurry? When I get home
will show you a movie of the feast.
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UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
MUSEUM OF NATURAL HISTORY

Lawrence, Kansas

Decenber 1 ?. 195h

Sre. Jorge A, Ibarra, Director
Museo Nacional De Historia Natural
¥inisterio De Education Publiea
Ouatemala, C. A.

Dear Sefior Iﬁa:rn

Mr., James Bese hac written me of your recent kindness to him in cone
nection with the arrangements that it was necessary for him to make in
oxrder to collect mammals in Guatemala.

Mr, Bee has told me that you desire to carry on further studies here
in the United States,

Because we are a training center for peasons who engage in natural
history work, ¥r. Bee suggested that I write youn,and because Mr, Bee recom-
mends you, we would be willing and glad to have you study her€¢. In our
experience a period of one full year would be a minimum of time that would
be required for completing the museum course.

& ccandidate desired to attempt %o pbtain at the same time a
hirher.depree (for exampl s @ Mister of Arts Pegyse in Zoology), some addi-
tional months, or perhars two full years, ordinarily is required in actuel
practice, The requirements for the H.A. Degree depend in considerable part
upon the previous courses and schooling apnd degree, if any, that the can-
didate has heo”_

If you have interest 4n uldertaking work here, please furnish me with
a statement of your previous Schooling, courses and degree, if amy,

It is my understanding that the Technical Assistance Board of the
Technical Assfstance Committee of the Economic and Social Council of the
United Natl~ns, New York, New York, has funds that are available for the
support of Latin Amerlean students who wish to study outside of their own
countries, It is my understanding that if the Minister of Education of
Custemala agrees to the wisdom of your undertaking studies outside of
Guatemala, he could recommend you to the Technical Assistance Board and

receive the necessary funds for you to undertake the studies that Mr. Bee
has mentioned.

By referring to our correspondence file I note that we have had previous
correspondence between the dates of November 2, 1948, and December 27, 19L0,
and I note in particular that you received from me a letter dated November
8, 19L8, concerning several aspects of natural history museums,

On January 8 I expect to leave here to visit New York City and 1 could
make inquiry in person at the Uffice of the Technical Assistance Doard of
the United Nations. liowever, I would need to know your plans and desires
in order to make such an inquiry. Any such inquiry on my part would be
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Sre Jorge A. Ibarra = December 17, 1954

purely exploratory, informal and tentative because it is my understanding
that any formal request for an actual grant of funds would most appropriately
oome from your Minister of Education or other appropriate Cuatemalan official.

Thanking-you sgain for the assistance that you gave to our Mr, James
Bee, now in Cuatenala, I beg to remain |

Sincerely yours,

Ee Hmﬂj Hall, Director

Museuan of Ratural History
and
Chairman, Depte of Zoology

FRH/mr
cet  Mr, Janes Bee '/

- Alrmall -
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Neba), Guatamala,
Dﬂul mthl ] 19“!

Dear Mnstte; If the weather glves us a
break, we will depart from Neba] tomorrow. The last
Week has been exceptlonal as far as weather is ocon-
cerned-ralnad all the time and temperatures at noon
between 45 and 50° Fahr.-on2 of those @xceptional
spelis, I am told. The Artic was never llke this.
Our problem i1s to get a dry day so we ocan negotlate
about 3,000 feet of steep grade. The road contimues
thru the cloud forests which have regeived a con-
tinuous downpour since we have bedn here. If the

road ls washed out we may spend X'mas and New Year
in Nebaj.

On my way to Chemal, whioh is about 12,000
fte alt., I will drop Carlos at Huchuetenago-he re-
turns to Guatamala City for X'mas, then, he will be
back and remain with me until Jan. 1st when we will
return to Guatamala Clty. The work at Chemal will
finish the northwest part of Guat, and the areas of
high elevation. then, I can concentrate on the lower

roglons -~ the plataus and the troplas.

I never realized that X'mas was so popular
in Central America. The people have been planning
for this holiday sinoce I cams to Guatamala. On
X'mas I will be about as far out of circulation as
one can get in this country but I will be with you
in spirit on that day.

Last night the Elliotts invited Carlos and
me to suppere In their front :
room stood thelr tree decorated in the traditional
way. The Blliotts live in a comfortable house ex
cept it lacks heat ( I just about frose)-large
énough for the four ohildren. It is Spanish in
design and orude but adequate. The bathroom tub

and sink are made of cement. The cook stove is=s
‘made of bricks ANA cemen+t.
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«* The heat from the kltchen stove can-
not reach the dining room or any other room except
the pantry. The dining room is about the slze of our
bathroom. Thalr first home was a 'baska' witha dirt
floor ! They are allowed 25 watt globes and pay 404
a month per outlet. The electriclty comes on in the
evenling at 5.00 P.M. and is shut off at 6.00 A.id.
Linda,idarsha and Steve are about like Jay, Chris and
Polly in age and are all well devaloped both mental-
ly and physlcally. The baby is in the orib., They
have exactly the same children's books as our child
ren and in addition a good library of records which-
seems a part of them., Linda has just finlshed the
book 'Neighbors' which Jay finished last year.

drs. Elllott had quite a time with her last
baby. When she was due at the hospital in Guatamala
Olty, the roads were washed out, the comminists were
in power and would not permit her to leave Nebaj.
There was no gasoline available for their car. They
apparently were able to surmount these obstacles
and finally reached Guatamala Clty Waternal Hospltal
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- by plane-the baby arrived three weeks later.

For supper irs Elliott served a royal meal
compared to our fare of sardines and hard bread. In-
cluded in the several courses were potatoes, gravy
with the meat, beets, biscuta and butter, blackberry
jam, cakey pudding and tea. The natlve servant serv
ed the meal. The cake-pudding was very fancy and
while you may ‘have heard of its preparation, it was
novel to me. Flrst-she puts the cake batter into
the pan. On the top of it she places a chocolate
gyrup, which,as the ocake beginse to rise, moves down
and under the cake and mors or less floats 1t. It ls
a really dellicious desert. For the blessing we all
held hands and sang the dozology « This was all new
to Carlos who had never experianced this sort of
formality and probably never eaten with an American
fﬂ-l'ﬂily before.

Apcording to Mr. £11lott the native Indlans
are really taking a beating. They produce the wealth
of the land tho share little In it. There is jJust
as wide a separatlon between the natives and the 80
called Iguanos or land owners as there 1s between
the English and the Hindus of India. There are odr-
tain land owners who have literally stolem the land
from the natives, elther by legal technicalities or
orooked dealing by getting tholr finger prints on
deeds after getting the natives drunk. The lguanos
have brot whiskey lnto the arsa for the purposse of
dezradeing the natives thereby reducing the resistance
from them=l1 found this out when 1 got permission to
collect in Nebaj-the native does not own his farm
and does not have any say as to whether we could
or could not hunt on hls property. The lguanos
control the life of the native and as a result the
Iguanos are powerful and In nearly every case,
riche.

It is interesting to note the wuiche
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1language is spoken to the south and as far north as
the top of the mountain but in only a mlle or two
(alrline) the language spoken is so different that a

Qulohe’ cannot understand it. nor can any spanish
individual. The langauage at Nebaj ls Ixil (pro-
nounoed Bshel) I may have mentioned 1t before but
if not, I say that it 1s worth while to take a trip
to Guat. just to hear these peoples donveras.

At our camp there are always 4 or O pdrsons
discussing the pecularity of our operations and 1f it
were not for their conversation, I would accompllsh
considerably more-just can't get enough of thelr
fascinating blabber. 1 call it the rallroad language
as every other sound is a ch- ch, ch, ¢h, ch. They
have many mechanical sounds that are made with the
trachea closed, and are sounds made wlth the intake
of alr. As far as 1 can interpret the sounds, the
namas of some of the mammals are; engllish, skunk-
spanish, sorillo-Ixil, tename; armadillo-ipol; smnall
mice,z0li.

These people act and dross more llke the Nago
people than any other rage I have met up with. They
are short, mmuscular and as Jumpy as the Nagos. I put
a 1labal on the finger of one of them after 1 had just
finished putting one on a mammal. He turned around

and ran just as fast as he could. He may be running
yet ¢ The women are the same tlmld souls as are the

Nagas.

Speaking of labels or tags-everytime I put one
on a mammal or bird, I think of you, 80 you see, you
are constantly ln my mind. I put on the hundreth tag
to-day which is conslderably slower than stringing
them.

If I would ocharacterlize thsse psople 1in Guat.
I think that for the officials or Iguamnas, it would be
, an individual signing a document of some kindg for
the native, an individual walking ten feet and then
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looklng back at our camp before continulng the next
ten feet. Wherever you look, you see somebody starini
at you. If one of them approaches the car, 20 of them
follow and i1n two seconds you are swamped by curlous
observers-llke the sheep crossing a bridge, one leads
the rest of the herd follows., These people keep the
camp manlcwred especlally rldding 1t of cans, bits

of wire, string and colored paper.

I ocan now see why the communists did not
succeed in thelr land reforms. 7he large land owners
were relisved of thelr holdings and the natives were
glven a share of the land to operate. The natives
have 1little business Jjudgment-at least at this stage
of evolution, are incapable of getting their produce
to market or shouldering the responsibllity of operat-
ing a farm. 4s a result the old land owners are back
in power and will probably remain until such a time
the natives can be educated to read, write and conduct
the business required to operate a farm.

Sleeping in the car is much to be desired.
Beglnning at daybreak one has full vision of everything
that transpires. The windows are as an open book. A
tent obscures vision . iany interesting caryings-on
are missad.

The country here is much like in Assum ex-
cept the mountains are hizher and the tops of the mount
ains are a dense rain forest. Greens and yellows pre-
dominate. The ocultivated areas, muoch of whioh is clear
ed from the forest,are well kept and green. The vistas
are beautiful every hour of the dagy. Fog masses are
sontinually shifting. At one moment you are enshroud
ed; the next, ths view ls unobstructed. =arly morning
is mysticale The entire land is bathed lIn the evapora-
tion from the fog whlich continues to rise from the
ground. The sun, when 1t does shine, produces an effect
worth a million to Hollywood. At night when the temp.
is above 50°, on the ground the glowworms are evary-
where.
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Yesterday, 1 had my second attack of diamhesa .
It was unlike the first attack-lastedbut one day.
I hope In time my immunities will reduce the sever-
ity of the attacks. In this instance food was saten
unwisely. dJarlos eats the foods so why shouldn't I?%
logical isn't it-but, it don't just turn out that way.
A small boy brot soms frled pork and tortillas. The
x'tra ocooking I gave them didn't seem to alleviate
the condition that caused my trouble. Native bread
is about the only food I take a chance with. Except
for a contaminated crust, the chances of getting
food polsining from this source is small. Bananas,
oranges and other skinned frults, I eat rezardless
of source. By-the-way, bananas sell for 14 each, .
oranges 1§ to 24 sach ', bread roles are also a cent.
Thess items are surprisingly low. On the other hand,
8388 purchassd from the natives, are 6¥ each. The
Native's prices are low-the store operators have two
prices, one of which is about double the other. I1f
you are to be respected, you must argue the price
untll it is reasonable and competitive. This barzgaln-
ing seems to be a universal procedure with primitive
peoplese.

There 1s one item of food which could be add-
ed beneficlentty to their diet-fish. At Nebaj there
are beautiful large creeks, pools, cascades and water-
falls. They lack fish of eatable size. Management
of this resource could help materially in their food
needs. 1 have often wondered what would occur if
our soaps were used by the natlves. It undoubtedly
would contaminate thelr water supply.

Yosterday, 1 had three kids tie cloth mark
ers above traps on the line. This 1 presumed would
maxe for good relations between myself and the native
population. Today I am missing 32 traps! e also
had a similiar exparlence with some gopher traps set
in one of the fields. In the morning the traps were
miesing. I have learned you cannot be seen setting
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.the traps as just as sure as the sun comes up, the

traps willl be gone., Ordinarily at Nabaj the people
respect your property, that ls, the natlive people.

The nearer the pueblos the greater is the tendendcy

to 'abscond ovec em’.

Another of the characteristics of the Guat-
amallans ls. thelr exagerations and misrepresentations
I have heard the words'lucho mamiferos' so many times.
In each instance the advise has proven unrelliable. 1
now desire to form my omn conclusions as to the best
productive areas. 'Mucho mamlferas' they say. Glve
them some traps and next day they come ln empty hand
ede Ninety-nine pércent of our success has been a
result of our own initliatlive.

I have exactly $6.00 In ocurrency whioch 1s
just enough to buy gas to take me to Huochnetenango.
Traveller's sheck8at this place are as worthless as
a coat In July. It must have been very difficult
to operate this last month tho by Jan. you should
have a more adequate fund on which to rely on.

Tell Jay 1 saw a sword owned by & natlve
that had the initlals J.B.B. I asked the man if he
would sell -it. Hse declined. This sword at one time,
belonged to one Barrios from which the port takes
its name -Puerto Barrlos.

Used the electric razor on a five day beard
and 1 must say this 1 minute act shown on televislon
is somewhat exagerated. A4 three day growth, 1t hand
les nicely-beyond that is murder. Appearing civil-
ized before the Blllotts called for combing my halr,
washing my face for the first time In about 6 days.

1 have promised myself a change of clothes for the New
Year,

I think Carlos is becoming quite impressed
with a democratic way of life-before he has been an
under-dog, 80 to speak, and the idea of someone share
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-ing the duties of organiszing & camp or washlng dish-
es, is sometning new to him. He has always been
ordered and had to shoulder the responsibillty of
doinz the dirty work. Doing new tasks comes awkward
to him tho he learns rapidly. Hls capacity for neat-
ness around the kitchen cost me the use of the pres-
sure cooker. The rubber gasket-thot he~ could serve
no useful purpose around the kltchen and out 1t went.
Carlos tells me they pay him §60.00 2 month at the
Museum. Already, I think Carlos is better egqulpped
to do field work than the Director-Carlos now uses

the K.U. system.

I must close now. Glve my love to all the
family and grandma and 1f this letter reaches you
before X'mas

a Magrry X'mas to all
Love

J ame 8.
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