Nebaj, Guatamals.
Deag., 201;11-. 1954.

Dear Mmnette: I1f the weather gives us a
break, we will depart from Nebaj towmorrow. The last
Week has been exceptlonal as far as weather is cone
cerned-rainsd all ths tims and temperatures at noon
between 45 and 50* Fahr.-ons of those 9xcoptional
spelis, I am told. The Artiec was never 1llke this.
Our problem is to get a dry day so we can negotlate
about 3,000 feet of stesp grads. The road cont imes
thru the cloud forests which have recsived a con-
tinuous downpour since we have bedn here. If the

road ls washed out we may spend X'was and New Year
in Nabaj-

On my way to Chemal, which is about 12,000
ft. alt., I will drop Carlos at Huchuetanago-hse re-
turns to Guatamala City for X'mas, then, he will be
back and remain with me until Jan. lst when we will
regturn to Guatamala City. The work at Chsmal will
finish the northwest part of Guat, and the areas of
high elevation. then, I can concentrate on the lower

regions -= the plataus and the troplas.

1 never realized that X'mas was so popular
in Uentral America. The people have been planning
for this holiday sinoce I cams to Guatamala. On
X'mas I will be about as far out of circulation as
one can get in this country but I will be with you
in spirit on that day.

Last night the Elliotts invited Carlos and
me to suppere In their front |
room stood thelr tree decorated in the traditional
waye. The »lliotts llve in a comfortable house ex
cept 1t lacks heat ( I just about frose )-large
énough for the four ohildren. It is Spanish in
design and orude but adeguate. The bathroom tub
and sink ars made of cement. The cook stove is

‘'made of bricKS ANA cemen+,
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