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aratures ranged from 14 to 16° R. Qgrimlturqims
out of the question at these low temperaturss. Even
the sheep herders choose to ramain below lO s O00 .

wWwlth 11¢%le or no interfsrence by man, theextre.nely
high country is primitive and virgine. |

There are two zones in Guatamala wnicn suit

me best. one as above noted and the other extreme-

the lowland junglaes. The intervening country has bsaen
developed for agricultural purposes and, of course, not
suited to my needs.

The high country which is called the Alta
Vera Paz~is a high and continuous area above 10,000 ft.
with many large islands above 11,000 feet. The savan-
nas of the high Uintas and the Kaibab are comparablss.
As these areas have not been expleored, I am not surpris-
8d to find new animal life there. ¥ith seven staticns
a transect has bsen made from the north side of the
Sisrra del los Cuchmatcones to the scuth side of this
critically important range of high mountains. 1 have
over 300 skins, several skeletons and many birds from
the area., #hen we arrive at Guatamala “ity we will
spend mucho tiempo there.

it is interesting to socmpare the 'altos’
cloud forests and plns forests. In the cloud forest,
the wind seldom blows. When 1t does it 1s of a sporadic
nature., ixcept for the many birds which sing or
call continually, the ferest is silent%. It 1s always
cold except in the sunshine, which, because ¢f the
many trees, seldom remains trained on orne for more
than a few minutes at a {ime. At night, the silence
1s ocassionally broken by & falling limb or creak of
a tree. These forests are llke the dense rain for-
ests of the northwest U.Se.-iiashington-Cregon and like
those arsas, have largs treesgs-some 10 feet in diam-
gter with the logs and trees coversd with mosses and
lichens and many eriphytes growing from the branches.

In many respects the lichens and .u0sses are like these
of the artic.

In the pine forests the winds sesms t0o blow
contimially and the soft murmur of the trees has a
soothing effect. The birds or zat least those that
8ing are few in nmumber compared to ths cloud for-

g3ts. In the high country, the winds are erratic
and harshe

Cf all the 'wildlife' in Guatamala, the
pecple are the most interesting-in cne way or anoth
ére The further one penetrates the backward areas
the more one finds the natives have the impression
that 1 am a communist. I den’t think these peoples
have been brot up to date on the change of thneir
government. To date, they have broken two windows,
scratched the car, written ten words of communism
on the car, stole 130 traps, a flash light and any
thing else they could get their hands on.,



