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¢ay is deeirsble. 1 have never exporiensed the wat season

(Mey to Oetober) exeept a brief period at the beginning and at

the end of the semson when showers fell every dey in the afternoon.
From conversation wita natives of the sountry I am led to believe
that the reiny period i3 the less desirable of the two seasons
afi fay as goucerns ﬁravaling'threughaut the acuntry and esmping
out-of-doora, eopecially in the extremen of sltitudes, In =ny
setaon be prepared to prataét;yaurﬁelfifram'mnaquitaaa and dbtheyp
insests-~such pretestion including & heed net supported by a
broad rimmed hat of light weights A winter weight cap to Pro-
tect your ears but light enough to be worn under the hat is an
excellant aﬂmhiﬁatiang.aﬁost}any inseoat repelleni is effectivee=
my chdee s $-12. An sercsol bomb is suffigient to eradicete
pericdically the mosquitoes and inseot in your tent or housing
quavters, PFrotection against the omnipresent tick in the lower
altitudes is & must, Sprinkldng sulphur on the clothing of the
lovey sxtremetiee will help but is not by any mesna ¢ eomplets
repellent, Clothing should include a hesvy coat for high altitudes,
At ﬁny'altituda ha sure to heve a pair of imes bﬂeta and & rain-
Qﬂatn

In snwwer 4o your question about %ha people ﬁf‘@uatamnln
ean say that the primiitive Indisus are good people end snay to
get along with, In some areas where poverty is pronounced, these
natives will appropriate any article left unguerded. Ninety
per asent of the natives, however, are trustworthy and sre actuel-
ly helpful, The modern cosmopoliten sseiety of Spanish.imerieans
is 4lso to be truattig but it 48 in this educated society that
one ahmﬂ.d guard agdinet subversive sativity snd real personal
danger, Another group in Gustemala are thos angugs& in trens-
lation work in varicus dislects, and vhile they are uot mission-
aries in the true sense of the word, they are splendid Christiane
and are anxious to see and help cne in any way they aan, These
people heve oblained & conversational lknowledge of the lﬂnguagtg
having translated some portiona of the Seriptures snd have pre-
pared some studies in grammey and anslytical word lists toward
a distionsry. Ineidentddly, your Spanish will be absolutely
worthless in scme rogions of Guatemsla, The chursh of the
Nezerenes is the dominant missionary organization in Gustenmala,
eapeslally in the nort ern sestion, These miseionariss have
been in Gustemals since 1?@#-&&6 are throughly aqueinted with
the peopls and the Sountry., Other individuals who ean bs of
service to you sre the officials of the United Fruit Company
and the SpaulsheAmerican owners of the larger fingas anﬁ plantat-
1Gﬂﬂi

. .Priar ta-my*arrivai tu-Guﬂtemala the communi ot gavarnmﬂnt
announced & threatened invasion by anti-communists. This waa
later confirmed snd for several weeks s reign of terror brought
desth and torture to thoussnds of Cueatemslens, This period wse
@harasterized by snti-ilorth Americen propagsnda. which carried
over into the pericd of my fleld work., 4t thet tive dollesting
was hazsrdous., Politiaal sonditions have shanged since then
but even today the snti-American indostrinstion rem=ins in some
arens espegislly in ions where politiecal eniightmmeent has not
oaught up with %haraﬁgigu of government. Aeearding to several
missionariee I interogated, the natives are taught that anyone
who ia againet the Catholic Chureh (the communists being the
greatest offenders) are communists, Nsturally it followed that,



