50408~ | O3

b
‘ﬁ?pﬁ ﬂtﬁ'ﬂﬁtu&llgLimpﬁﬁﬁibla:%ﬁ ordinaery motor venicla,

Your oar, 1ndeitiuﬁ-%abaingaquipyad with new Lires,
should heve a good set of tire ghains., The paved roads nre
axasllent snd standard in svery way axeent one--damaging chuche
holes, sowe 8 foot nsep, tre left ummsrked, Driving these roads
requires constant vigilance and a ksen eye Tor such death traps.
The one thing that remains vividly in my mind is the prscariousness
of the secondary rosds end the lack of plases ta null off the
rord to eamps. The price of gee and oil verises.aceording to the
distanee from eenters of diatribution, I psid from 40¢ to S0¢
par gallon for gas, -

The enslosed map shows arees (red dots) I was bble success-
fully to reach by cars HMany other areas sre also acgessible
by roads, The Pasific lowlands osn be reschad by exesllent paved
rosds in any season but elsewhers in the lowlands the ronds ave
jmpesesible in the rsiny season. The northern sountry of Fetlen
cun be rosched only by plane. - -

- Guatemala 4a sush a fantastia sountyry thet i gould not
specify one part of it as being more interesiing orf profiteble for
investigetion, Nor is thore one area that could be oconsidered
as more important for asollesting then slsewhere. There sre un-
limited probleme fur biologicel research, several of which eome
to mind--and to mentiom only & few of them: veriation of fauna
end flors of the = -zones of the geographisslly separated
voleencs snd hich mountains; tracing the southarn extension of
the lower semi-desert life-zone through Gustemsls and likewise
+he northeyn sxtension of the tropiocel elements {rom the souths
sondusting & genersl survey of Peten; study of bate in general,

Of the individual species of msmmale I would sey that the taxonomy
snd geographical dietribution of the gophers of Guetemala would
constitute & problem high on the agends of imporient resesyreh

to be done. In fact, there is not a single spesies thet could

not be studies profitably from either the texonomic or esologis
approash, Ornithologicel-wise there remeins much to be investigated.
In boteny the suceessions]l stuiies of areas used and abandoned

by natives is important, Prof. Stewart of the University of .
Miohigan has been working methodically for meny years with herps

but still there is mush tu be done. - | | _

,  Of the arehsologicel sites thst I visited--Zaguleu, Baneners,
Tékal andUeysgtun are noteable, I would suggest seeing IZzsuleu
bessuce of ite aceessibility end because of its eomple reconstrusi-
jon. The United Fruit Oompeny, becsuse of its Middle fimerican
assocoiation, restored this exaumple of Maye givilization and is
only one of seseries of sultursl projects thst they have under-
taken, This company oould give you certsin logisuwi¢ suppords.
Start your aysheolozical exploretion by firat aontacting the
Guetemslan Institute of Arecheclogy and History inm Guotenmalsa Qity.
Your ercheclogist skould establish his headquerters thars, And
while you are in the oity, and before you begin yaur field work,
be sureé to see the relief modal of Guatemals wiish is located in
the northern sector of the aity.

If these gensrslities on the problems of field work im

Gustemala heve perohanse evoked specific gestions I will be gled

to answey them in detail. - i /Ji
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