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The Depertamentc de Transito (OQuardia Oivil) requiwestibhe
registration of your vehiole immedistely upon arrival to Guatemsla
0ity. The permit ie lesued end must be renewad svery month. 1P
not so renewed your vehicle will dbe impounded. Only after deley and
& payment of & substantial fine {espseially Americanos) will the ecar
b relinguished, Ae ] remember, thres days vere required to renew
my permit for the month of Janusry as thie period was the beginning
of the fisecal yesr and they had not 83 yet ressived authorization
or had established a nevw prosedure for the soming year! If,
wfortunetely, you apply at the end of the wonth you ean enticipate
standing in line fay at lemsd two or thres hours,

The Civil Guard, Department of Defense, Seoret Jervice and
Oustoms Offieisle indepently have the povwer to inapest your Osr.
at any time. These inapections inverisbly are made without your
knowledge or oonsent, Your equipment is not respeoted--l1 remember
one cccssion when they released fifteen batis of cotton waloh I
had menled under pressure end 4t wae al)l they could do to get the
dooy of the oar elosed again,.

If you sre, from timé to time, expeocted to receive packsges
from the States always remeumber thet a full day and aénaiderabln
expense generally is required to get ﬁham.thraugh.ouatﬂmn_in
Gustemala Oity. Oustoms in Guatemsla sre hopelessly confused with
rilitary red-taps and if every administrailive cog is not smoothly

meshed, u days delsy is enevitable. Note thatifn the sssmple, seven

authentications srs required--esch authentiocstion requiring a

waiting period of at least a half sn hour.

To fraiﬁht & oar by rail frow Bustemala City to Puerto Barrios
vhioh, inoidertly ie the only route poseible between theee twe cities,
cont me 389¢94_vh19h included sscuring the car to thaiflat say of
the trein. “Oomis" in Guatemals City and"Matton" in New Orleane are
tve firne whi&h show some degres of affini.nayanQ integrity, but
firms whioh must be continually rejuvinated tc get the job done,

For exsmple, you will note thst in his letter ho states thet the

esr was shipped April 135 whioh wap already @& week delayed but asctually
the car did not leave Guetemals until April 21, Thie delay of 21 days
whioch would spell disester to a short period expedition, is not
ungommon when #hipping freight or dquipment by rail or steamship.

Always allow at least one week for more for this type of inconvenience,



