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Animale and plants that are compelled to remain on small insular wnits
¢an hecoms pniaturally medified by gene action.

In addition to outlying islands acting as modified buffer areas, they all

serve as parts of an important corridor permitting natural evolution by dispersal
in animals and plants. §akes and ponde of brackish water om the oullying

islands are needed by the several shore-birds mnd water-birds that inhabit
the genernl ares of the park, Comtrol of marine waters enclosed within the
proposed park boundary permits effectively eontrelling boal traffic and mnly
then can adegquate sanctuaries be created for bthe three specles of marine turtles
and other wary forms of marine life,

st.mam ﬁmidaratmnm The island and cays adjacent to 8%, John

- - landg Park and are neceésgary in ereating the desirable
baskg round af mﬁms and primitiveness.

?ﬂli'eiml Mmmratima: The oreation of an international park by Oreat
nd the yrdted States would be a further useful example of international

gooper atim o

BTATEARNT On INDIVIDUAL ISLARDS

Iﬁlmé aupwﬂa the beant examples of vegetation adapted to exist under
strong desslcating winds and supports the most extemsive field seen of barrell
cactus (Gmmﬁ inwmﬁ} Hany hvamingbirds from nearby Little 3t, Jares Igland
visit thase caotl to feed mn the saetus nsotar, During our short stay on this
island, 11 diiferent EME of water and ghore~birds utilized the brackish pond.
This island supporta alse & bat cave and has more 'ocharactert! than any other
island of equivelent sisze, NMost of the Island ean bhe vigited on foot,.

Littla %. Jmeﬁ haﬁ the best stand of the poisoncus manchineel treej

the en%ire nortvh beagh 1w ﬁ d wibh an uninterrupted stand of these interesting

- tmm The a@ml beaech wpammmé on the sandy beach, although recently

distarbed

by excavabtion Tor ¢ommercial send, and the aalearwus tufa a.lm the

wabter level of the beach iz unugsual, he old Danish site adds interest o thism
island.

i oh : mﬁﬂ s;mmn AN i‘mmﬂwatar pands ape imﬁmt
bi.mi hmmm and bmmme there are but few pouds in the Natlional Park area, they

would serve 38 important breeding snd feeding areas. This island is one of
the moat faverabvle areas [or snakes.

%ast end of %. Thomas Ia}.am:i ie needed for preserving native speciles

the indlviduals of which nommally range from tids island to, and east of £t. John.
A freecway far natural aninal ami plant digpersal is Mﬁmtial {for the preservation
of the natural plant and animal commmnitiss on 3%, Jolm Island, In the

forseeable future, visits te the Virgin Islands Natiomal Park (8%. John) will



