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L.L. Dyche-An Zarly History

ey

Lewls Lindsay Dyche may be looked upon as one of the most
colorful, contributing and knowledgeable instructors the Uni-
versity of Kansas has had an association with. Many of the
excusions, experiences and accomplishments held by thils man
leave one in awe. The Univer sity of Kansas grew in a variety
of ways due to the efforts of Dyche. Physically, a Museum of
Natural History was erected by and for his efforts. Intellectu-
ally the University grew from his knowledge in such diverse areas,
And reputationally the University prospered from Dyches travels
and his gxhibit at the Worlds Fair in Chicago in 1893,

Many know of thls mans great acheivements and accomplish-
ments but few know of the man's early history and personality
that molded him into the adventurer that he became, This paper
will attempt to expose thearly history of Lewis Lindsay Dyche
and some of the attributes and qualities that he possessed.,

Dyche was born in Berkeley Springs,West Virginia on March 20,
1857, Wheﬁ he was three months old his father made a decision
to move to Kansas. The family came by boat to St. Joe, No.

From this point the family came by way of an ox team following the

Sante Fe tralil. Then on a place along the Wakarusa, about fifteen
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miles southwest of Topeka, Kansas. Sometime during his early
age his mother suffered a long illness, and a kindly Indian
woman nursed him back to health and strength. Then by the
age of nine he was hunting and trapping along the Wakarusa.

At the age of twelve he was unacquainted with the alpha-
bet and was teased by his peers. Then at the age of sixteen
he was so ashamed of his ignorance in intellectual areas that
he refused to attend the village school,

After acquiring $600.00 by the age of seventeen he packed
up his belongings and headed for the State Normal School in
Emporia , Kansas. He remained here for three years. %n the
fall of 1877 he enrolled in the middle preparatory class at the
State University in Lawrence. He arrived in Lawrence with =
friend their means of transportation being a covered wagon,
Having no place to reside and lacking in funds they situated
thelr wagon in a ravine near the present site of the Natural
Museum building.

There they lived until the frost fo winter drove them
to a rooming house. Dyche began his college career with the
study of the classics, but his love for nature took him into the

field of the sciences,
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ITn 1884 He received Degrees in Bachelor of Arts and of Surgery.
Also in this year Dyche was married to Miss Ophelia Axtel of
3Sterling, ¥ansas. This occurred on the fourth of October,

Miss Axtel . was a good looking woman of a sleight build, she
had long brown hair that she wore up. Also she was well edu-
cated.

Dyche sought more degrees aftef his intial pusuits,

In 1886 he received the Masters of Arts in English Liteature.
A master of Surgery was confirmed upon him for special work in
Science in the year 1888,

George Morehouse wrote an article about the younger Dyche,
before his reputation had soared. One of the famous sayings
that Byche used is quite applicable to most of his life,

"Faith in your work and skill in your execution." Another
motto that he liked to use quite frequently while in his
capacity of State Game Warden was directed to the misuse of
land. "An acre of water will produce a great many more pounds
of fish than an acre of ground wlll produce pounds of beef and
pork,"

Dyche was also as good a shot with a camera as he was

4
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with a gun. And at one time in his teaching career he was

offered to switch over to the Leland Stanford University for
a yearly salary of $15,000, no meager sum for those days, but
he declined.

Dyche went on from this point to accomplish many things
for the University, science and himself. His death gtall
retains a questionable note in it. He died on January 20th
1915, Two weeks before his death he was bitten by one of the
pet gilla monsters in the State House in Topeka. This occurred

when he was showing the slufgish traits of the reptile to the

Governor,

About a week after this indident he was taken ill with
an attack of heart disease and was sick for only one week
before his death, Physicians didn't attribute the cause of
death to the bite of the gila monster, though many other

skeptics believe that that was the cause of his death.
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Compilation of Writings by L.L. Dyche

The Poison Glands of a Rattlesnake during the Period of Hibernation.

Kansas Society of Scilence Transactions v.22 p.312

On the Care of Mammal Skins Kept for Museum Purposes.

Kansas Society of Science Transactions v.22 p.363-368,

Ponds, Pond Fish and Pond Fish Culture.
Topeka State Printer 1914.

The Problem of Heredity (dealing with poultry).
Annual Report of Kansas Poultry Association 1906 p. 5.

The Puma or American Lion,

Kansas Society of Science Transactions V.19 ‘p. 160

The. Red Phglﬁﬁpe....g New Bird for the Kansas List.
Kansas Society of Science Transactions V.20 p. 131.

The Relation of Some Game Birds to Horticulture.

Yansas State Horticulutral Society Transactions V.31 P37

Reply to Travis; Fish and Game Warden Tells his Predecessor a few
things. -

Kansas Sciety of Science Transactions V3 p.130

Walrus Huntigglig the Arctic Regions,
Cosmopolitan, Feb. 1896 p. 13.

Water Storage Possibilities and Soil Fertility.

Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Report for quarter ending
March 1911, p.21,.

Notes on Three Species of Gophers found at Lawrence Kansas.

Kansas Soclety of Science Transactions V.12 L. 29
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A New Bird for the Kansas List, Taken at Lawrence.

Kansas Academy of Science Transactions V.22 p.311.

-

A Kansas Beaver,
Kansas Academy of Science Transactions v,21 p, 165.

Food Habits of the Common Garden Mole.

Kansas Academy of Science Transactions V.18 p.183

Notes on the Food Habits of California Sea-Lions.

Kansas Academy of Science Transactions V. 18 p. 179.

Doctor Snow as a Collector and His Collections,.

Kansas Academy of Science Transactions V. 22 p. 39,

The Creation of the Modern Fowl of Today.
Annual Report of Meeting, 1904, p.10,
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OPHELIA AXTEL DYCHE. 99 YXS. LOULIS LINDSAY OYCHE. JR

WALTER SNOW DYCHE.
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NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY

BUSINESS MANAGERS OFFICE EVANSTON — CHICAGO.
518 DAVIS STREET
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#. W. STEVENS

DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY

NORTHWESTERN STATE NORMAL SCHOOL

Alva, Oklae. July 4, 1909

Prof. Le.h.Dyche, Corator of Museum,
Lawrence, Kangas.
Dear 8ix,
on a collecting trip I made to Alasgka last year 1
gseoured the gpecimens lister beloW, each wij;lfh measurements, and
preserved in good condition for mounting .

Will yoi be so kind as %o give me an estimate of the value
of the collection? I desire a fair egtimate of their value based
upon what such gpecimens would cost if porcured by purchase’s

Ligt of Specimens.

4 Moos®.

9 Caribou.

7 White Mountaln Sheep.

8 Sea-lions.

18 Sea-lecparde.

g Kodiak CGrizly Bears.

15 Alagka Black Bears.

5 Alaska Black-tailed Deex.

1000 eggs of glaocous-winged gull, puffin, cyster-catcher.
60 Imall maxmals,-peroupine, pika, ermine, whigtler,

otter, beaver.
125 Birds,30 species.
Agsuring you that I shall very appreciate your kindness in

Very truly yours, &f 7l
7 ; 'r ._,’ ;f.
A

doing me this favor,
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g . STEVENS
DEPARTMENT OF BIOLOGY

NORTHWESTERN STATE NORMAL SCHOOL

Dear Sir,
I have the matter of the gettlement up with my board

now, and want to fortify myself againgt anything that might arise,
and am gending you a ligt of the materialg that I got lagt year in
Alagka, with request that you give me an estimate of their value.

I have regerved a copy of the other letter encloged and mean te
attach it to your reply, and use your letter to assure the Board
that I made good on the trip. The amoumt of my claim is about $3009
and if you think the collection worth $4000 or $5000 it will help
assure the board that they are not making a mist‘ak:a in allowing my
Glaim’s

I am having no trouble or even oppogition in the matter, yet
the fact that it is new proposition te them, and a large item of
expenge, will necessarily make them careful,

I have not written you about my trip, first becauge I have been
mighty busy, and begauge I expect to gpend part of this summer in
Lawrence, and can tell you better than write.

In our state the regents do not make the purchases for the schools;
thig done by a Board of Public Affairg. My regents have allowed my
claim, and drawn 2 requisition on the other board for the amount, and
I want to be in shape to carry it through that board when time comes.

Give my regards to Mrs. Dyche and the little folkeg, and to CGreen.

Hoping to hear from you goon,

Very truly yours,

G Hvone
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UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

LAWRENCE

April 15, 1912.

FOUNDED 1864

Dean 0Olin Temnlin,
"niversity of ¥ansas,
My dear Professor Temmnlin:-

I ar enclosing with this estirates of the needs
of the Zoology denartment for next year. You will observe that I have acked
for more money for salaries. 1 believe that it is imperative that we take
better care of our teachers. It is impossible for men to do their best
work when they are obliged to worry over the means for subsistence. The
oreatly increased cost of living has foreced this consideration upon our
faculty =nd the work of ftris department is suffering on account of it. I
earnestly hope that yop may find it possible +to provide better saleries
for the membars of the zoology derartment. These people have done carnest
and conscienticus work for the institution, even spending their swmers
in its service.znd trey merit whataver consideration the University can
give them. Out of justice to them I should algo like to ask that the
administration give them some idea of what they may expect in the way of
advancement. Trer have been here long enouch now so that their cheracters
an? abilities are Imown and it will make it much easier for me to carry on
the workk of the derartment if their »nrospects ere settled. They can then
eitler deecide to zcnepnt them or look for nlaces elsewhere.

Also I am asking, as usual, for more money for librzry nurnoses,.
"he department id doing 211 in its vower to make itself a true University
derartment by adding to our knowledge of animal life and activities. This
original work requires, zmong other things, sood library facilities. These
are lacking and must he supplied if the research work continues. 2Another
item for which I am again askzing money is technical and artist help. The
powar of the instructors will be zreatly inereased and the instruction
bettared by thies ¥ind of relp and I trust that yourmar see your way clear
to provide it. Py your request also I am including the estimates for the
museum, “hieh, althoruch in the devartment of which I am head, I have »ad
no eontrolaover. T“rese items are the same as for this rear excert in *“=
case of !r. Rocklund's sslary which I have asked to be raised '100. Ie
is doing good workt and degservas this.

7ith recard to the quarters of the department I have to sgy, =2s
T have on former occesions, that they are entirely inadecuate to the de-
velopment of real Thiversity work. Tt is impossible to concentrate the
work of any one denartment in thte building and so we are obliced to dis-
tribute our "rom the basement to the attic. The rooms are nnt desigmed
for the kind of work that we do and there are no facilities for rmch that
should be done. TUnless we wish to be left entirelv behind other institutionc
¢f our class it will be necessary to »rovide better conditions before long.
If wrou desire to consider any matters relating to the departrment more in
detail I should be zlad to talk with vou or to make further recormendations.

Sincerely rours,



gevisaﬁ.

Zoology.

Asst. Prof. W. J. Reaungartner
" = R. L. Iloodie
" " We Re B. RObertson
Instructor, Nadine llowlin
Instructor, llary Z. Pinney
Fellow, Edwin C. Schmidt
tudent Assistant, Carrie Voolsey, 5 mos.
Storekeeper (Chas Penney 3400) (Inez Smith 3100)

Apparatus, Genersl 400,00

Apparstus, Microscopes 400.00

llarine Stations, Woods Hole 50,00
" 4 University of Wash. 50.00

Zoology (Museum of Paleontology)

Assistant Curator, H. T. Mertin
Tield ZExpenses (3100 to Robertson)
Labor in Laboratory

Apraratus

7z00logy (luseum of Ilammais)

Assistent Curator, C. D. Bunker
Lauseum Assistent, Theo. Rocklund
Assistance

Zquivment and 3Supplies

Total for Zoology, including Iluseums

G)11030~-82

1,500.00
1,300.00
1,500.00
1,000.00
900.00
£80.00
250.00
500,00

800.00

Y
D

£
O

100,00 8,13

1, 200,00
500,00
200.00
300,00 £,200.00

1,100.00
700.00
/200,00
500,00 2,700,00
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS

LAWRENCE

5- G-1912

FOUNDED 18E6%,

To the Dean of thie College and the Boarc of HegentsQ
Gentlencn,
Tn asking for an increased alleowance for the comming rear I wish tc call
vour atteontion to tiie fnllﬁwiu;j We are prepairing to make tlie luseun

1 part of the teaching maciine of tlic State, through the followins methods,

1st A new syster of Lablelng, whareby each specimen will tecach something

(2

: o \ - . - Y O . o % LI 2 aamiiYat e
ond By cooperation witls th public schools of the Ttatce, withh a2 eirculatlii

collection withh prepairel lecturcs on Nature Study, 38rd With a complete
sopieg of lantern slides with prepaired lectures on tic Dirds and mammals
of the Stage.

1n orcer tb carry out tlic work planned for the comming year I have npt
asked Cor a single item that is not necded by the Dept.

In asking for an increased salary for my assistant r Rocklund I wis! to
ctate that he is worth morc money than he is getting and_1 have had EG;‘L‘?
{han onc oppertunity lo place him with other instutiocns and in Jjustice

to him and mvself I ask that he be given the title of Taxidermist at 2

salary of ©g&r0,Nn0
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THE UNIVERSITY OF KANSAS
LAWRENCE

OFFICE OF
THE CHAMNCELLOR

Dear Sir:
For your private information I am glad to
be able to tell qu that the Board of Regents at 1ts
last meeting passed the following resolution:
"That the Board of Regents adopts as the sch;dﬁlé
of salaries to which it will conform at th; carliest
possible moment and upon the basis of which it will
make its requests to the 1agisla£ure, the following:
Professors . . . $ 2600 to 3000
Associate Professors . 2100 to 2500
Assistant Professors . 1600 to 2600
Instructors ‘ " ‘ 1100 %o 15ﬁ0
Assistant Instructors . Below 1000%.
Although some sacrifices in other respects were neces-
sary, the Board adhered to the automatic inereases in the present
salary schedule in its budget for 1912-13.

Yours sincerely,

Caancellor.
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?Hnihmfﬁﬁg of Ransas.

LAWRENCE.

q
11-22%12

FOUNDED 1884,

Department of Biology
¥e have in the Museum 13,130 cubic freet of space, enclosed by plate
rlass, forBird Groupes in their natural surroundings,

In s much as the American Museum of Natural Ilistory , N, Y. City is the only
Musecum in the World that has made a success of this class of work I
consider it 2 saving of both time and money, to go to N. Y. and learn
their methods, and I ask the Diological Dpt, to present this matter befor
the committiz, and ask the Chancellor that 1 be allowed gﬂiﬁﬂz trip at
the expensc of the Muscum, There is ample funds in the Dpt., to pay the cost
and run the Dpt, the bhallance of the year, I also wish to state that

the American Muscum have a generous polYicy toward education and their

methods.
Yours respectfully,

EB75. fn

Assistant Curator Museum of Mammale
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Mareh 2, 1915,

Hre Re Da ILinEE".f'

Prott, Zancese
My denr !r. Lindsey:-

Your letter of February 17th has waited lonzer than it snculd. Both
professor Robertson and Miss lNowlin have agreed to write letters to the Governor
1n.jéur behalf and I have also 2sked Professor Billings and Dre. Eyde and Professor
Sherwood znd all said they would writes I am not sure that they have done ﬁn.

I expect to

Train the remarke of the Chancellor I prefer not to say anything to ham
about your casee. I shall do all I can in every way to further your appolintment.

I expect to make the trip to Fridaylﬂafbnr and 1 ﬁﬁéh-ymu were loose
so trot you could 5o with me because I am desirous that if 3nu_iaava Pratt to
have you go to Friday Harbor and hec;me the collector therse ‘ould that job

appeal to you. 4As you say that is a fine country to live 1In and living is 2

‘ oreant part of ite I feel as you do, if my vork were in the Forthwest permamently

: ahnﬁlﬂ want to live therse.

Mrse Bammgartner and Leona wish to be remembered tec you and your
family very kindlye ‘

Hoping we can land the job for you, I remain

Very truly yours,
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Marech 18, 1915.

Lieutenant Gove We Yo lorsan,
Topelza, Konsane
Degr Friend Horgsm:-~
Your letter eame wasterdey. In answor to your guestion councern-
ing Mr. Lindsoy's ability to hondle men I would say Thise Zre Lindsay
took a grown of sitdents into the field for two swmers living with them
in the eomy arnd having the men do the cockRing. Both vecrs studentas came

back proising e Lindsay's treatment of thom in camre I et say thot

if 2 mon gets along with other men under carp conditicns *hen I 4hinlk
he Bas proven that he czn get slong with enyoncs I beve roquesied two
of the t}lrier students, men of mature Jjudgment vho rmede theese trips with
‘Ire Lindsay to write ynu concerning this maticre “re H::usa"hol_der Eggjnst
sraduating, but is of noture mind and re Ae Te Shirling 1:;-,;3. tacpht in
the Xansas ity high schorls several :;*eszré before he made the Trin with
Wre Lindsay. I tzls thelr judgment to be goods I mizkt 344 yob thaot the
bors mliéd Tpe Lindsay "Tad” zud svorysue on thelr raturn swore by "Ded"e
Ag 'o Phis executive etility rs Lindsay hns not had 'much op-
nortunity to show himself but from whnt I »-ve seen cf him herse at the
University and what these same students hava said of him on thess trins
I belisve he wuld ﬁe'velﬂp? into on eweeun'ive that would do “rabt wori.
Twon befors he hed oone i'n Pratt Ty, Dwehe hod nde [re Lliadsay one of
his depmties here at Lawrence.
Iaping this is satisfactory to you, I resula

Sinceorely yours

[:afﬁjL A5;u4nizﬁaxg£ﬁjap;]
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STATE OF KANSAS

ARTHUR CAPPER. GOVERNOR

TOPEKA

Prof. "r..J. Bouvmgartrer,
Lawrence, xans.

- -

FAr Ur'e DIlrgaItner:

Your letter of A ril l4th in regard to

£

Mr. Lindsey and thank you for the infommaticn

You have probably neticed Hy the papers

that Ilr. Tegmeier, of llanhatian, was serected
for thie position. I was very glad tec give

ir. Lindsey's avp_ication my best consideraticen

and want to thark you for the intersst you tock
in the matter. However, after geing into the

gituation thorouchly I felt that kr. Tegmeler®
would make the more valuable man for the placs.

With best regards, I an,

W

X ECU

JF

S, W, SMITH

TIivE &%y FaANDN 1

t' Ll
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

- = . 4= L 3
Bursau. of dignsrisgs,
i

Di o
1'4'!

aghinecton, ‘
Hovember

g7
-

Univerzity of
Lawrence,

= it Paqmaartnﬂr ' |
Kanﬁas.
Kansas.

anr,

i -
. — - [
Dsar Prof. EBEaumgartin
; ; 3 i 3 s i i -
: . In your lettsr of Ogtoker 11, you asald thsrs irh
L = - A — 3 S — o 2 . L |
.possibllity of your getting the papsr on Lamsas lana 3n2l’:3
K - 7 I- S = -k 1 i N ey W i L iy | e
tj the nrintar in Rovember. I writs Lo askx what sugcsesy vou Nz
I.:.Eud
bl
; - - 4= . (R CEY
= If there is no immediate prospact of Lhe pap2r ~etiin
- I » h ] 1 = — " & £
print in the near futurs should like to ask that tane manuacr
- - : e T B e Sl SORILE o
and plates be gant to me here, I will take oul th=s nor sv3ciay
L] alic ‘.. - e By -
znd. all ths anatormical data and publisin it in anothsr rlacs
- e - ‘:" - = -:‘ t- ™ - - I--! " = ’ . - -
during the winter. I am very degircug 27 zaving thogsa noviions
proe- i v . R . A ¥ Ko ik
czome -out hefore I return to Alaska as 1 found many ansbomiagal
: 3 i ; ;e . A e ek 25Y R s A
dastails whi yere imnortant and had not vseszun hion2riqg ITnowa,
. T -~ . = 2 - - . B RN g, T
T ¢can bthen srrance “ha fegecriptive vortionsz asceriding Lo the
: - T e~ : -l-‘.-\ i i -: - s - IR vs | = e - -
latest syatem, of nomenclature and if the ynivsre=sity 02 Tansss
. v 4 - . * = i - 41 P &
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