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- Loliee nf the enectes 1s oiven by Mr. Meston 1n the ¢ Report of the Gover:

The following account of the 1abits of the species 1s given hy | l | . et
Scientific ]’\;pe(-lition ‘o Bellenden-Ker Range.” It will be noticed that he speaks of the species as Meston’s
Scientine I ' ' - c . . .

s et K - y Professor Alfred Newton ; and without detracting fi
Bower-bird ; but the bird is named as a compliment to Plt)f‘ba:f)l Alf} ed  H0L tlacf.mg from
having shot the first adult male, it is obvious that the English name of this species

the merit of Mr. Meston's

¢ follow the Latin desionation and be associated with the celebrated naturalist 1n whose honour the name
must a S12 |

of newtoniana was given., | 4 |
y . - 3 &5 : - , );. 4 ’ - i ) () 4 ¢ | A O " - . = : ’
«« Most remarkable of all the birds named by De Vis is Prionodura newtomana, or ¢ Meston’s Bower-bird.

The name requires some explmmtio:'l. On my first ascent of the mountain I shot a full-plumaged male specimen

At 4800 feet. This was regarded by De Vis as one of an entirely new species and named Corymbicola meston.
C OUL . = =t s e - .
ql]’)*iﬂ(’ll]t‘l]fl\' 1t appcm‘c(l that a young uncoloured male had been prermusly shot b}' Broadbent on the head

of the Tully, and received from De Vis the name of Prionodura newtomana. 1o me, therefore, belonged
g £ ..
simply the honour of having shot the first full-plamaged male and observed the habits of this extraordinary

bird. and the final name, to be known hereafter to science, 1s Prionodura newtomana, or Meston’s Bower-bird.
!' L r LS

1 : _ | 1. D. X | s
Qince the first male was found by me, several males and females have been shot by Broadbent on the Herberton

Ranges at 3500 feet. The blacks on the Mulgrave and Russell call this bird ¢ Wargandilla.” So far it is

anknown south of the Tully or north of the Barron. Durmg the expedition we obtained seven males in
perfect plumage and several females. This is one of the three handsomest birds 1in Australia, the other two
beino the Rifle-bird and Regent-bird—2Ptilorkis victorie and Sericulus melinus. In habits and peculiarities
3¢ one of the most eccentric birds in the world.  The lowest descent was 1500 feet, between the summit
of Barnard’s Spur and the Whelanian Pools.  Usually 1t 1s found trom 4000 feet to 5000 teet. The note of

-

the female—a bird of common grey plamage—is that of the ordinary green Cat-bird, 1in a sharper and shriller

J

e

(

key. The male appears to possess the marvellous imitative powers of the Australian Lyre-bird. First you
hear him croaking like a Tree-Frog, and this note 1s followed by a low, soft, musical, pathetic whistle, succeeded
in a rapid succession by an astonishing imitation of apparently all the birds 1 the scrub. The bower varies
in size and shape, but n all cases differs from that of the other Australian Bower-birds. Both Broadbent
and myself have scen bowers up to a height of 8 feet. As a rule, they are made between two small trees
about 4 feet or o feet apart. Short dead sticks and twigs are piled up against each tree 1 a gently contracting
pyramid, and across from base to base extends an arch-shaped causeway, occasionally spanned by a connecting
vine, decorated with green mosses and tufts of tiny ferns. In and out and over and under and around this
erratic structure both male and female birds disport themselves in frequent playful festivities, like the Lyre-
bird, Regent-bird, and Satin- and other Bower-birds remarkable for similar customs and proclivities. So

far only one nest has been discovered

the one found by me on the summit of the Little Mulgrave Range.
[t was a round cup-shaped nest, decorated outwardly with the mosses and ferns used in ornamenting the bowers.
It contamed only one egg, quite fresh ; so we have yet to learn 1f the bird lays one or more.”

T'he following descriptions are taken from a pair of birds in the British Museum, collected by Mr. Kendal
Broadbent on the Bellenden-Ker mountains :—

Adult male. General colour above golden-olive, slightly hrighter on the ramp and upper tail-coverts ; wing-

coverts and quills golden-olive, the inner webs ding}' brown, with a broad mm'giu of pale }'cll(_'mf on the muer
web ; the mmnermost secondaries dusky olive on the nner web . the centre tail-feathers olive-brown, with a
oolden wash, the extreme base of the feathers bright yellow; the next two feathers bright yellow, with a
broad tip of olive-brown ; the succeeding feather with a narrower tip of olive-brown, and the three outer tail-
teathers entirely bright yellow ;

crown of head olive-brown with a colden wash, the entire sides of the face
of this same colour ; the crown with a broad median crest of golden-yellow ; the nape and hind neck also

golden-yellow, this colour overspreading the upper mantle ; cheeks and chin olive-brown like the ear-coverts :

the whole of the remainder of the i crebana hivto : ' ‘ :
| 1(:1 aimder of tll‘L under surface bright golden-yellow, with a slight wash of golden-olive on
the flanks : thigh-teathers ashy, tipped with vellow : under tail-

; - | coverts deep golden-yellow like the under surface
of the tail ; axil .

ST | aries and under wing-coverts golden-vellow ; quill-lining also yellow, as well as the shafts of
the teathers underneath. Total lenoth 95 inches 1.0 2= 01 -
iy & = lw:jtl. J'9 mches, culmen 09, wing 485, tail 42, tarsus 1-2.
Adult female. Different from the male.

e | | lntirely olive-brown above, with ashy shaft-streaks to the feathers
of the head and neck : wine-coverts like : '
L tl | CCK 5 wing-coverts like the back: the bastard-wing, greater coverts, and outer aspect
of quills a httle browner th: s hacle s ol -l | ; : . :

| 1 lt | | ]m than the back : tail-feathers brown, washed shiehtly with olive near the base of the
outer webs ; lores ashy orev: ear.cavertc . - D w-— | : :
S -l “'i y sfeys ear-coverts and cheeks ashy grey, washed with olive-brown ; under surface of
00y pale ashy grey, becomino liohter ¢ , _ = A .

. y 8rey, ne lig on the abdomen ane 7 t: R e s lower thro:
and breast with whitish slmf:-lingﬁ: axillaries and lt : -l '““(ltl ail-coyerts, the feathiens GRS th“.)dt

o aadiies and under wing-coverts ashy grey, the lower ones edged with

| rown below, yellow along the b
J mches, culmen 085, wing 45, J

vellowish ; the quills duskv
- f i : ! asal two-thirds of the inner web. Total length
ti“‘ r;':i:}J t;:ll'l"éll.‘-j 1-‘2‘

A B , ) 1 |

I he Plate represents the male and fey

nale of the size of life . | ‘ L . - o
- b ¥ L L lll 3 ( * N L oy . y ’ 3 i 1 bll(]b
desceribed Lll,H_H.L*, 3 C ﬁ:‘;llh_a ]J(.llll_‘; drawn from tllL P{lll Of



