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IN the preface to my seven volumes on the Birds of Australia, published just twenty years

ago, 1 ventured an opinion that although the work comprised every species known to inhabit

B T B e S

that vast country up to the date of its completion, each new district that might be explored

Ly W 7 P Y

would probably afford additional species ; this prediction has been fully verified, and I have now

the gratification of completing a Supplemental volume, containing figures and descriptions of

O L ot T Ry B T W

the novelties that have been obtamed during the interval between 1848 and 1868. Were I

s W d

asked 1f 1 think there are many more undescribed birds yet to be discovered in that great

el JEREL W

southern land, 1 should answer in the affirmative, and add my belief that, as exploration
proceeds and fresh colonies are established, new birds will be brought to hight. Whether I
may be permitted to see these novelties, and to produce a second Supplementary volume, must

depend upon the will of that High Power which has enabled me to devote so large a part of my
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life to the illustration of one of the most beautiful of its manifold creations. If the blessing

. -I..':'b. -."‘-'i‘ )

of health be continued to me, I trust I shall not be found wanting 1n energy or desire to do
justice to the delineation and description of any novelties that may be discovered, it being as
much a labour of love to be thus engaged now as when ardour and youth went hand m hand
during my visit to the distant country ome portion of whose natural productions I trust I

have not 1 vain attempted to 1llustrate.

It might naturally have been supposed that the newly explored regions, distant as they
are from the old and well-trodden tracts, would present us with some new genera as well as
new species ; and this has been the case, but only to a hmited extent, the ornmithology of
Australia proving to be very persistent, the forms of which 1t 1s composed bemg much
the same in the north as in the south. It 1s true that there are a few exceptions to this law ;

and exceptions they are m the strictest sense of the word. The most important addition to

o
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our knowledge of Australian Birds is the discovery of a fine species of Cassownry in the rich
colony of Queensland, a district in which have also been found many other mteresting Species

- ,
such as Tanysiptera Sylvia, Pitta Mackloti, Orthonyx Spaldingi, and the beautiful Ptiloris
magnifica.  Western and Southern Australia have presented us with the extraordinary Geo-
psittacus occidentalis ; Northern Australia is no less conspicuous in her novelties, since it 1S the
home of the lovely Malurus coronatus, as the central portion of the country 1s of the Polytelis

Alexandre, and the south-eastern coast of the Menura Alberti.

As n ‘ | 7 " 1€5 | '
4 1 the preceding seven volumes, so also in this Supplement, I have not strictly
confined myself to the ornitholoo '
; ological production strali 1ts 1slar '
o I s of Australia and its islands, but have given

ficures and d 1Dt Al : -
gures and descriptions of some few birds from * - ' :
8 othe . ;
er, but not distant localities, which appeared

the former v | ey el s - 1 |
olumes of the extraon diary Didunculus of the Samoan Islands and the two speci
pag s 0 Species

of Apteryx (A. Australis and A. Oweni) of New Zealand, and in {]

1€ present volume some

equally interestino b
Jiact iy g novelties from the latter country, such as Sceloglaua albifacies, Nestor
. 3 " Uy

Lssling:, N. s T :
9t IN. notabilis, Strigops rabroptilus, and the now nearly extinet Notornis Mon telli. A

few new birds from T.orc
S fro ord Howe’s and Norfolk T '
k Nortolk sl T G T ey | o : . _
< Island are also figured for the first time ; while

e , ke )

Casuarius Bennettii '
suarius bennettn :- nnendi ; ,
and C. umappendiculatus, of which 1 could not resist the temptati 1V
SU T ptation to give

floures. mor . '
gures, more especially as onnortinitac o .. | | |
] y ¢ pportunities occurred for dellneatmg them frorn Jita bV S
b ] .

means their heads hav 7
ave been represented of the natural size, and the colouring of their soft

parts with strict fidelity. whi :
elity, which could not otherwise have been done
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Note.—Mr. James Cock
- Je ckerell, who has s
pent two or three seasons i * 4 -
my Malurus amabilis o T Bor séasons 1 the Cape-York district. believes '
N iy nd Zz iz‘z/]]}ofeucus are male and female of the same species, for he has se : Jlthl? ib 1that
c tnes—the M. amabilis being the mal ) = S e
be the case, it will b s e male, and M. hypoleucus the female. If this s
se, ot b N | ale. s should e to
have always supposed thmfaq 11:0 what T have hitherto believed to be an invariable law with these b lpm}e tLI}
€ 1I€ S rarie _, e . | s€ 0Irds ; for
0L eit nery i males t(;f the}: variegated Maluri, like the Common Superb Warbler (M alurus c;m )
rown, that the males hay breed; : | S
dress their appear . = ¢ a Dreeding and non-breeding attire '
PP S very similar to that of the females. If Mr Cockerell’s opinion b tll i[he l;ttell
' ' : € correct, then both

males and females of the Cape. i ' -
lewcus on th ap‘? York bird will carry m winter the kind of plumac 1 in mv f '
ucus on the 22nd Plate of this Supplement. P S© SI0WN In my figure of M. Aypo-
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Acanthiza, Great
magna

Actitis Bartramia

Actiturus Bartramius

Aplonis metallica
Shining

Arses Kaupi

Artamus melanops

Athene albifacies

Atrichia rufescens

Banta Keraudrenn
Bartramia laticauda
Blackbird, Grey-headed
Vinous-tinted
Bower-bird, Fawn-breasted
Guttated .
Rawnsley’s
Brachyurus Mackloti

L]

(Erythropitta) Mackloti .

Bristle-bird, Rufous-headed
Bronzewing, Rust-coloured
White-bellied

Cacatua aterrima .
Cacomantis castaneiventris
Calornis metallica
Carpophaga assimilis
Cassowary, Australian

Bennett’s

One-carunculated .
Casuarius australis

Bennett

Johnsoni

Kaup1

new sp.

unappendiculatus

uniappendiculatus .

uno-appendiculatus
Centrourus australis
Chalybeus cornutus
Chlamydera cerviniventris

guttata
Chlamydodera guttata
Chrysococeyx minutillus
Cinclosoma castaneithorax

castaneothorax
Cockatoo, Black .

Great Black .

Great Palm-

Grey . . . .« « .
Craspedophora magnifica
Crow-Shrike, Keraudren’s
Cuckoo, Chestnut-breasted

Lattle .

Cuculus (Cacomantis) castaneiventris

Cyclopsitta Coxeni

INDEX TO SUPPLEMENT.
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145
145
117
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69

69
111

63

123

. 123

L

123
123
101

17
109
111

109

131

Drymodes superciliaris .

Eopsaltria capito .
leucura
Epimachus magnificus
paradiseus
Erythropitta Mackloti
Euliga Bartramia

Falcinellus magnificus

Flycatcher, Kaup’s
Whate-bellied
White-eared
Yellow-breasted

Gallinula ruficrissa

Gallinule, Rufous-vented

Gelochelidon macrotarsa

Greopsittacus occidentalis

Gerygone, Masked
personata

Halcyon flavirostris .
(Syma ?) flavirostris
Honey-eater, Cockerell’s
Fasciated
Helmeted
Streaked .
Yellow-spotted .

Kakapo .
Kakatoés noir, Le

Lamprotornis metallicus
I’Ara gris a trompe
noir & trompe
Lophophaps ferruginea .
leucogaster
Lyre-bird, Albert

Macheerirhynchus flaviventer .

Malurus amabilis
callamus .
coronatus
hypoleucus
leuconotus

Manucodia Keraudreni

Menura Albert:

Merula Nestor
poliocephala
vinitincta

Microglossum aterrimum

Microglossus ater
aterrimus

Monarcha albiventris
leucotis

Mooruk

Page

31

33

101
101
o7

149

101
17
2:"

23

153
153
157
133
27
27
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Nectarinia australis .

Nestor Esslingii
hypopolius
notabilis . . .
Nova-Zelandize

Notornis
Mantelli

Orthonyx Spaldingi .
Spalding’s .

Owl, Grass= < & & & . %

Paradisea Wallacei . . .

Pardalote, Yellow-rumped .

Pardalotus xanthopyge .
xanthopygius
xanthopygus

Parrakeet, Coxen’s .
Golden-backed .

The Princess of Wales’s . .
Blue-cheeked
Nocturnal Ground-

Parrot, Ka-ka . .
KAl o acn
Prince of Essling’s
Southern Brown

Perroquet a trompe . . . . .

Petroica ? cerviniventris

Philedon buceroides

Phonygama Keraudreni . . . .
Keraudrenii .

Lessonia . . . . . . . .

Pigeon, Allied Fruit-

Pitta Mackloti
Macklot’s . .

Platycercus cyanogenys . . . .

Podargus, Marbled
marmoratus .

Papuan
Papuensis . .

Polyteles Alexandree

Polytelis Alexandreae .

Pomatorhinus, Chestnut-crowned
ruficeps

Promefil, Le

Promerops & parures chevelues

Psephotus chrysopterygius

Psittacus aterrimus .
australis .
o12as
Goliath
oTISEUs
hypopolius
meridionalis
Nestor
(Kakadoe) Nestor .

Ptiloris magnifica
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One-carunculated Cassowary (head and

— unlappendiculatus, Blyth
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feet, nat. size) . . . .
_ = — | (whole fig. ).
Notornix Mantelli, Owen . . . Notornis
Actiturus Bartramius
Rallina tricolor, G. R. Gray
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Bartram’s Sandpiper
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Red-necked Rail
Rufous-vented Gallinule
Variegated Shoveller
Great-footed Tern
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Semioptera Wallacel, G. R. Gray Standard- Wing 02
Orthonyx Spaldingi, Ramsay Spalding’s Orthonyx 53
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;;,v... Casuarius australis, Wall. Australian Cassowary (two heads, natural

e ) size ) 70
: - - — (whole figure) 71
a,gr — Bennetti, Gould Bennett’s Cassowary (two heads, nat. size) 72
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STRIX CANDIDA, Ticke.
Grass-Owl.

Strwe candida, Tickell, in Journ. Asiat. Soc. Beng., vol. ii. p. 972.—Jerd. Ill. Ind. Orn., pl. xxx.—Id. Birds of
India, vol. 1. p. 118.

longimembris, Jerd. in Madras Journ. of Lit. and Sei., vol. x. p. 86.
Scelostriz candida, Blyth in Ibis, 1866, p. 251.
Strix Waller:, Diggles, Orn. of Aust., part 7. pl. 1.

I am indebted to Mr. Waller, of Brisbane, for the loan of a specimen of this fine Owl, which has lately been
added to the list of the Queensland fauna; and I very much regret that the specific name of Waller,
assigned to 1t by Mr. Diggles, cannot be retained, but must sink into the rank of a synonym, the bird having
long previously been described by Tickell as Stria candida, and by Jerdon as Striw longimembris. I make
this affirmation after a careful comparison of two fine Indian examples with the specimen sent by Mr. Waller
from Queensland, through Charles Coxen, Esq., in the course of which I found no sufficient difference to
warrant my regarding them as distinet. In size, markings, and, indeed, in every particular the Indian and
Australian examples are closely alike. When we remember that the bird is strictly a grass-frequenter, and
that the grassy plains of India and Australia are of a very similar character, we need not feel surprised at
its being found 1 both countries, although they are so wide apart. It 1s now clearly established that the
White Herons or Egrets, and many of the Plovers and Sandpipers, of the two countries are specifically
identical ; and their avifaunas may be regarded as still more closely united by the discovery that this fine
Owl ranges from the base of the Himalayas (through, perhaps, the intervening countries of Java and the
Philippines, as suggested to me by Mr. Blyth) to Australia.

As I bave no mformation of my own to offer respecting this bird, I take the liberty of transcribing
Mr. Di

“ It does not often happen in a country so well searched since the visit of Mr. Gould in the years 1838,

Lo

r

ggles’s account of 1t from his work above quoted, which comprises all that is known of it in Australia.

J

1839, 1840, that so important and interesting a bird 1s brought to light ; and the fact of its having been
shot in the immediate neighbourhood of Brisbane may serve to encourage others interested in the study of
ornithology, more especially in the newly settled districts where novelties are mostly to be looked for, to
endeavour to add to our knowledge of the fauna of their adopted country.

““ The habits of this bird doubtless assimilate 1in every important respect to those of the other members
of the family. Its nearest ally 1s Striw delicatula, a much smaller species, which, like the present, has the
tarsi naked for about half their length, the remainder of the Australian Owls yet known being feathered to
the toes.”

The following 1s Mr. Diggles’s description of this bird, which, as it was probably taken from a recent spe-
cimen, I give in preference to one of my own :(—

“ Crown, back, and upper tail-coverts blackish brown, intermingled with tawny buff, each feather with a
small white spot at the tip; facial disk bufy white, with a patch of blackish brown in front of the eye ;
fringe around the disk bright buff, the shaft of each feather marked with black ; wings blackish brown, in-
termingled with bright tawny of a deeper tint than that of the back, and with a spot of white at the tip of
each feather ; from the shoulder to the body a broad space of bright tawny buff, speckled with numerous
small black spots ; primaries and secondaries bright tawny buff, tipped for a considerable portion of their
length with brownish ; the larger portion of their inner webs pure white, the former are barred with four,
and the latter with three bands of blackish brown ; scapularies blackish brown, with a spot of white at the
tip of each feather; central tail-feathers beautiful bright buff, with four black bands; the nearest of the
lateral feathers partake of the same colour; but the outer ones are much paler, being nearly white, and the
bands almost obsolete ; sides of the neck, chest, and upper portion of the abdomen buff, becoming gradually
paler towards the tail ; the whole of the undersurface marked with small brown spots near the tip of each
feather ; thighs buff externally, and white internally; underside of the wings white, slightly mixed with
buff, and marked with arrowhead-shaped spots of blackish brown ; undersurface of the quills white, banded
and tipped with dark brown; tarsi long, rather slender, and feathered for about half their length, the re-
maining portion being clothed with short hairs; legs and feet yellowish flesh-colour; bill flesh-colour ;
irides dark brown.

«« The female 1s not so bright in colour, but in other respects i1s very similar to the male.

The figure is of the natural size.
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SCELOGLAUX ALBIFACIES.
Wekau.

- i et -'r--‘_l'.-‘}J"‘-‘-"' . W

o 8 .
- A T.

Athene albifacies, G. R. Gray, Voy. of Ereb. and Terr. Birds, p. 2.—Ib. List of Birds in Coll. Brit. Mus., part i.
2nd edit. p. 90.

Sceloglaux albifacies, Kaup.—G. R. Gray, Cat. of Gen. and Subgen. of Birds in Brit. Mus., p. 8. No. 110.

j T'ue bird here figured is another of the strange inhabitants of our antipodal country New Zealand. An owl
It unquestionably 1s, but how widely does 1t differ from every other member of its family ! Its prominent
bill, swollen nostrils, and small head are characters as much accipitrine as strigine ; 1ts short and feeble
wings Indicate that its powers of flight are but limited, while its lengthened legs and abbreviated toes would
appear to have been given to afford it a compensating increase of progression over the ground. On what
does this bird live ? There are no mdigenous small quadrupeds 1 the country upon which we might nfer,

from 1ts structure and what we know of the economy of other terrestrial Owls (such as the Burrowing Owl of

5. North America, Surnia cunicularia), it would feed. Does it partially feed on the larvee of such Lepidoptera
o as Hepalus virescens, so subject to the attack of that singular fungus the Spheria Robertsi? It would indeed
be interesting to ascertain how it maintains existence.

o Of this very rare and singular bird only two examples are known to me: of these, one is in the British %
Museum, the other in the collection of J. H. Gurney, Esq., of Norwich, a gentleman much attached to ;
i\“ Ornithology, as his liberal donations to the Norwich Museum abundantly testify. Both these specimens '

were collected on the middle and south islands of New Zealand : that in the British Museum is the original ;
oo of Mr. G. R. Gray’s Athene albifacies and the type of Dr. Kaup’s genus Seceloglau.

~
i
-
=
)
-
L

B The present 1s the first time the bird has been figured, and as its appearance in this work may be the
53 ; means of makmg 1t more generally known, I trust that the attention of travellers will be directed to the

species, and that ere long we may be furnished with some account of its habits and economy, of which, at
present, nothing 1s known.

< Ty el f"i" VWS-

Mr. Percy Earl, who obtammed the specimen in the British Museum at Waikonaiti, in the south island of
New Zealand, states that it 1s known to the natives by the name of /ekau.

Plumage of the upper surface chocolate-brown, each feather margined with fulvous ; some of the sca-
pularies with a lengthened mark of dull white within the margin and others on the edge ; primaries spotted
along the outer margm with bufly white ; secondaries and tertiaries crossed by indistinet or interrupted bars
of buffy white, assuming on those near the body the form of spots; spurious wing very dark brown; tail
brown, crossed by five narrow irregular bars of buffy white and tipped with fulvous ; fascial disk pale sandy-
brown, except on the forehead, throat and ear-coverts, which are whitish, each feather with a streak of
brownish-black down the centre; feathers of the under surface deep fulvous, with a broad mark of dark
brown down the centre of each, the former tint increasing on the lower part of the abdomen and thighs,

when 1t again gradually fades into dull white on the lower part of the tarsi; toes sickly-green, thinly beset
& = : I 3 Y-85 )

with hair-hike feathers:; cere much developed and of a lead colour ; bill bluish horn-colour at the base,
passing mto yellowish horn-colour at the tip, the under mandible yellow.

The figure 1s of the natural size.
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PODARGUS PAPUENRSIS, Quoy et Gavm.

Papuan Podargus.

Podargus Papuensis, Quoy et Gaim. Voy. de I’ Astrol., Ois. t. 13.—Gray and Mitch. Gen. of Birds, vol. i. p. 45,
Podargus, sp. 9.—Bonap. Consp. Gen. Av., p. 57, Podarqus, sp. 6.

T'uE great country of Australia is certainly the head-quarters of the larger members of the C’(zﬁrimza/gz'([(f,
constituting the genus Podargus, of which the present species may be considered a typical example. Of this
fine bird several specimens were procured during the late voyage of Her Majesty’s Ship Rattlesnake, under
the command of Captain Owen Stanley, with Mr. MacGillivray as Naturalist, whose names will ever hold a

prominent place in the annals of science for their discoveries in various branches of natural history. All
the specimens were obtained at Cape York, the contiguity of which to New Guinea induced me to believe
the bird to be 1dentical with the one described and figured by MM. Quoy and Gaimard in the Voyage of the

Astrolabe under the name of Podargus Papuensis ; but on comparing the Australian bird with their plate, |

had some doubts on the subject; I therefore conveyed the specimen to Paris and Leyden, for the purpose of

mstituting a comparison between it and the original New Guinea examples from which MM. Quoy and
Gaimard took their figure and description ; and from the following note made at the time, it will be seen that
I came to the conclusion that they are 1dentical. I think 1t necessary to mention this, because my Plate and
that i the Voyage of the Astrolabe will not be found to agree : every care has been taken to render
mine as correct a representation of the bird as possible : any comment on that i the Krench work

IS unnecessary.

“The Podargus from Cape York is too near to P. Papuensis to rank as a distinct species. The two
specimens 1n the Leyden Museum differ very considerably in colour; one being freckled with fine markings
of brown and buff, like the common Podargus of Australia, the other covered with large blotches of greyish-
white and conspicuous markings of brown and black from the crown of the head to the end of the tail-feathers;
the breast too of the larger specimen is conspicuously blotched with white, while that of the smaller one
s finely freckled with grey, brown and black; the thighs of both are darkish brown. The Cape York
specimen 1s precisely the same size as the larger of these birds, in colour it is somewhat intermediate
between the two, but most nearly resembles the lighter-coloured one; its thighs are of a lighter brown,
shghtly tinged with olive, than either of the Leyden specimens, both of which are from New Guinea. The
Paris specimen has a larger and more denuded bill than those at Leyden, but in other respects they are very
similar.”

The P. Papuensis 1s the largest species of the genus yet discovered ; the beauty of its markings and the
extreme length of 1ts cuneate tail render it also one of the most graceful. The only specimen that came
into my possession from Mr. MacGillivray, for the purpose of figuring, before being deposited in the National

Collection, was a male. This, as will be seen in the accompanying Plate, is light brown, beautifully marbled
on the under surface with large blotches of white. I have another specimen, received through a different
channel, but also from Cape York, which is said to be the female; and such, judging from its redder
colouring and smaller size, I believe to be the case, as a similar difference is found to exist between the
sexes of P. marmoratus.

The male has the whole of the upper surface mottled with oreyish-white, brown and black, presenting a
very close resemblance to some of the larger kinds of moths, the lighter tints prevailing in some parts and
the darker in others ; on the primaries the marks assume the form of bars, and are of a redder hue ; tips
of the coverts white, forming 1rregular bars across the wing ; tail very similar, but here also the markings
assume the form of alternate darker and highter bands with a rufous tint on the edges of the feathers ; the
under surface 1s much lighter than the upper ; the greyish-white assumes a larger and more blotch-like form,
and the darker marks that of an 1rregular gorget across the breast; bill and feet olive.

The female, which I think somewhat immature, is altogether of a more sandy hue ; the dark marks proceed
down the centre of the feathers, and terminate in a round spot of buff’; the wing-coverts are tipped with
white, and the lighter blotches on the wing are very conspicuous; the under surface, like the upper, is also
of a redder hue than m the male, and the markings are of a smaller and more freckled character.

The figure 1s that of an adult male of the natural size.
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PODARGUS MARMORATU S, Gould.
Marbled Podargus.

Podargus marmoratus, Gould in App. to MacGillivray’s Voy. of Rattlesnake, vol. ii. p. 356.

Tuis species, like the P. Papuensis, has been subjected to a careful comparison with MM. Quoy and Gaimard’s
original specimen of Podargus ocellatus, now in the Museum of the Jardin des Plantes, and I find so oreat
a difference between the New Guinea and Australian examples, that I cannot regard them otherwise than as
distinct from each other. The P. ocellatus is a smaller bird, has a redder tail, and very conspicuous large
round white spots on the wing, arranged in the form of three distinct semicircular bars,—characters
which do not exist in the Australian bird; I have, therefore, no alternative but to oive the latter a
distinctive appellation, and add it to the list of the Australian fauna, a fauna rich in the extreme in certain
groups, such as the Melphaoide, Maluride, Psittacide, and the present form, Podargous, of which at least
eight distinct species are now known to exist. How numerous, then, must be the Cicade. Phasmide and
other imsects upon which these birds feed !

The present little species is particularly elegant in form, and is, in fact, a miniature representative of the
P. Papuensis ; both have lengthened tails, a feature which adds much to their oracefulness of form.,

As will be seen on reference to the accompanying Plate, much difference exists in the colouring of the
sexes, the female being of a deep rusty hue, while the male, particularly on the under surface, is beautifully
marbled with pearl-white interspersed with freckles of brown and black.

Both the specimens from which my figures were taken were shot by Mr. MacGillivray on the Cape York
Penmsula, one on the 14th, the other on the 19th of November 1849. These specimens now orace
the National Collection, where they will be available for comparison should any nearly allied specles be
discovered.

The male has the whole of the upper surface and wings minutely mottled with brown, erey and buff, the
buffy tint prevailing over the eyes, on the scapularies and on the tips of the wing-coverts ; on the outer webs
of the primaries the markings assume the form of bars of mingled bufly, buffy-white and rufous ; tail light
brown, crossed with numerous defined bands of orey, freckled with black, and with a rufous hue on the
lateral feathers ; under surface pearly-white, minutely freckled with brown and with a line of brown down
the stem ; a series of these darker marks, forming an rregular line, down each side of the neck ; bill and
feet brownish-olive.

The markings of the female are similar, but her general tint 1s very much darker and of a more rufous
hue ; the under surface, too, is dark brown, with here and there large blotches of buffy-white ; a series
of nearly quadrangular blotches, bordered with dark brown, descends down each side of the neck.

The figures represent the two sexes of the natural size.
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HALCYON FLAVIROSTRIS, Gould.

Halcyon (Syma ?) flavirostris, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., July 23, 1850.—Jard. Cont. Orn., 1850.

T'ris species might easily be mistaken for the Syma Torotoro of M. Lesson ; but if the figure in the ¢ Voyage
de la Coquille” be at all correct, there can be little doubt of its being distinct and new to science: its lesser
size, less brilliant colouring, the yellow instead of orange hue of the bill, and the smaller size of the
serrations of the mandibles, are some of the characters by which 1t may be distinguished from M. Lesson’s
species : 1n form it is so similar to the typical Haleyons, that I have not considered it advisable to adopt
M. Lesson’s subgenus Syma; the slight serrations of the mandibles, the only point in which it differs
from Halcyon, appearing to me too trivial to warrant its separation from that genus.

It was 1n that rich district of the peninsula of Cape York, which appears to have a fauna peculiar to itself,
(many of the species not being found in other parts of Australia) that the present bird was procured ; the
following notes by Mr. MacGillivray comprise all the information I have been able to obtain respecting 1t :—

“The Podittr, as 1t 1s called by the aborigines, appears to be a rare bird; for although it was much
sought for, not more than four or five examples were obtained during our stay. Like the Zunysiptera
Sylvia, 1t 1s an 1mhabitant of the brushes, while the S. Zbrotoro of Lesson is a mangrove bird. Imyself
saw 1t alive only once, 1n a belt of tall trees, thick underwood and clumps of the Seaforthia palm fringing a
small stream about three miles from the sea. Attracted by the call of the bird, which was recognized by
the accompanying natives as that of the much-prized Poditti, three or four of us remained for about ten

minutes almost under the very tree in which it was perched, mtently looking out for the chance of a shot,

before I discovered it on a bare transverse branch, so high up as scarcely to be within range of small shot;

however, 1t fell, but our work was only half over, as the wounded bird eluded our search for a long time ;

at length, one of our sable allies—his eyes brightened, I dare say, by visions of a promised axe—found
1t lymg dead in a corner to which it had retreated. The more intelligent natives whom I questioned
separately agreed 1n stating that its mode of nidification is similar to that of the Zwnysiptera Sylia, and
that, like that species, it lays several white eggs.”

The male has the crown of the head, back of the neck, ear-coverts and flanks cinnamon-red ; at the back
of the neck a narrow broken collar of black ; throat and lower part of the abdomen tawny white ; back and
wings sordid green ; rump and tail greenish blue ; bill pale orange, the apical two-thirds of the ridge of the
upper mandible dark brown.

The female differs in being less brightly coloured, and in having an oblong patch of black on the centre
of the head extending a little way down the occiput.

The figures represent the two sexes of the natural size.
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White-tailed Tanysiptera.

\ Tanyswptera Sylvia, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., July 23, 1850.—Jard. Cont. Orn., 1850.
'. Quatawur, of the Aborigines at Cape York.

Every new species discovered after the publication of a work on the Birds of a country must be regarded

with 1nterest ; and the interest 1s much enhanced, when, as in the present instance, the additional specles 18

of a scarce and beautiful form. One, or at the utmost two species of the genus Zanysiptera are all with i‘;

which we were previously acquainted ; the beautiful 7" Dea is well known to be a native of New Guinea, {37

and 1 all probability the range of the present species will extend to that country; but hitherto it has only ﬂ

been found on the northern coast of Australia, Cape York being the sole locality it is at present known to

inhabit; and where, judging from the numerous specimens lately sent to this country, it appears to be by no i

means scarce: independently of those brought home by Mr. MacGillivray and the officers of H.M.S. ";

Rattlesnake, 1 have also received fine examples from Mr. James Wilcox of Sydney. f

As 1s the case with the Halcyonide generally, the sexes appear to present but little difference in size and S

colouring, but the female may be distinguished from the male by being somewhat less brilliant in colour and <

in the lesser development of the central tail-feathers. 3:

“This pretty Zanysiptera,” says Mr. MacGillivray, ““is rather plentiful in the neighbourhood of Cape fjs

York, where 1t frequents the dense brushes, and is especially fond of resorting to the small sunny openings i:

SR S i the woods, attracted probably by the greater abundance of insect food found in such places than else- "
T where : I never saw 1t on the ground, and usually was first made aware of its presence by the glancing of 2
RSB its bright colours as 1t darted past with a rapid, arrow-like flight, and disappeared in an instant among the 3
| ' dense foliage. Its cry, which may be represented by ¢ whee-whee-whee’ and © wheet-wheet-wheet, is usually ;".

| uttered while the bird 1s perched on a bare transverse branch or woody rope-like climber, which it uses as 3

t a look-out station, and whence it makes short dashes at any passing imsect or small lizard, generally

WO

returning to the same spot. It 1s a shy suspicious bird, and one well-calculated to try the patience of the
shooter, who may follow 1t in a small brush for an hour without getting a shot, unless he has as keen an eye
as the native to whom I was indebted for first pointing it out to me. According to the natives, who know
it by the name ot ¢ Quatawur,’ 1t lays three white eggs in a hole dug by itself in one of the large ant-
hills of red clay which form so remarkable a feature in the neighbourhood, some of them being as much
as ten feet m height, with numerous buttresses and pinnacles. I believe that the bird also inhabits New

Guinea; for at Redscar Bay, on the south-east side of that great 1sland, in long. 146° 50" E., a head strung
upon a necklace was procured from the natives.”

Crown of the head, wings, and five lateral tail-feathers on each side blue ; ear-coverts, back of the neck
and mantle black ; 1n the centre of the latter a triangular mark of white ; rump and two middle tail-feathers
pure white ; under surface cinnamon-red ; bill and feet sealing-wax-red.

% The Plate represents the two sexes of the natural size.
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ARTAMUS MELANOPS, Goud.
Black-faced Wood-Swallow.

Artamus melanops, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., 1865, p. 198.—Id. Handb. Birds of Aust., vol. i. p. 149.

“ Tris fine species 1s unlike every other known member of the genus. It is most nearly allied to .4réamus
albwentres, but differs from that bird in the jet-black colouring of its under tail-coverts, and from 4. cinereus
in its smaller size and the greater extent of the black on the face. The specimen from which my description
was taken has been kindly sent to me by Mr. S. White, of the Reed-beds, near Adelaide, South Australia,
who 1nforms me that 1t was shot by him at St. a Becket’s Pool, lat. 28° 30°, on the 23rd of August, 1863, and
who, 1n the notes accompanying it, says, ‘I have never seen this bird south. It collects at nieht, like 4. sordidus,
and utters the same kind of call. It seems to be plentiful all over the north country, and particularly about
Chamber’s Creek and Mount Margaret. It feeds on the ground, soars high, and clings in bunches like the
others. 'I'he two sexes appeared to be very similar in outward appearance ; but the young are much
speckled with dusky brown, particularly on the back.””

Since the above paragraph appeared m the first volume of my ¢ Handbook to the Birds of Australia,’
several other specimens have been kindly forwarded to me by Mr. G. F. Waterhouse, Curator of the Museum
of the South Australian Institute at Adelaide, in a note accompanying which that gentleman says :—

“In comphiance with your wish, I forward herewith by return of post some specimens of Artamus melanops
lately received from a friend located about 300 miles north of this place, who informs me that they make
their appearance 1n large numbers about August, and remain for a month or six weeks, after which they
become scarce.”

The preceding brief passages comprise all that is at present known respecting the Artamus melanops.

Lores, face, rump, and under tail-coverts black ; stripe over the eye, ear-coverts, sides of the face, and
throat greyish buff, increasing m depth on the chest so as to form a well-marked band ; under surface deli-
cate vinous grey; two middle tail-feathers black, the remainder black largely tipped with white ; upper
surface of the wings grey, their under surface white ; bill leaden arey, darkest at the tip; feet blackish
brownn.

The figures are of the natural size.
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PARDALOTUS XANTHOPYGIUS, Moy

Yellow-ramped Pardalote.

Pardalotus xanthopygus, M‘Coy in Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist., 3rd ser. vol. xix. p. 184.
————— aanthopyge, M‘Coy in Ann. & Mag. Nat. Hist., 3rd ser. vol. xx. p- 178.

T'ne discovery of this beautiful little Pardalote teaches us that the old adage of ““a bird in the
hand 1s worth two n the bush” should never be lost sight of ; for the present species must have been
frequently seen by me during my rambles in South Australia ;5 but, owing to its general resemblance to the
P. punctatus when among the leafy branches of the Kucalypti, I did not consider it nec essary to kill a bird I
had procured plentifully elsewhere. In my ‘ Handbook’ I have stated that the Spotted Diamond-bird
(P. punctatus) mhabits the whole of the southern part of Australia, from the western to the eastern
extremity of the continent, and the island of Tasmania, all of which, with the exception of the western, had
been visited by myself, and that, as I believed, I had collected ev ery species inhabiting these countries : in
this, however, I evidently deceived myself; for Mr. White informs me that the Yellow- -rumped Diamond-bird
Is more common in South Australia than the Spotted ; and this fact is confirmed by Mr. Waterhouse, the able

Curator of the Natural History Museum at Adelaide, having had no difficulty in pr ocuring and sending me

half-a-dozen beautiful specimens at a moment’s notice. I have also received others by way of Victoria, which
had been collected near Lake Meran in the district of the Lower Murr ray. KFrom a letter addressed to me by

Professor M‘Coy, 1t appears that this nov elty was pointed out to him by Mr. Leadbeater, of Victoria, a scion
of the house 1 London so well known to all ornithologists.

The Pardalotus @anthopygius is closely allied to the P. punctatus, but is even more beautifully coloured ;
its bright-yellow rump is a character by which it may at all times be distinguished from its congeners ; tlns

yellow mark 1s less conspicuous in the female; and hence the females of the two species are very sumlar
and might be considered 1dentical by persons not versed i ornitholog

The area over which this new bird ranges is at present but 1mper1‘ectly known ; probably the districts
bordering the embouchure of the Darling and the Murray, and South Australia generally, constitute its true
home. Professor M¢Coy’s description in the ¢ Annals and Magazine of Natural History’ above referred to
bemg very correct, I take the liberty of transcribing it ; indeed 1t 1s only an act of justice so to do, since he
was the first to make us aware of the existence of the specles.

‘“ Male. Crown of the head, wings, and tail black, most of the feathers having a round spot of white near
the tip, largest on the secondaries ; a stripe of white commences on the nostril, and passes over each eye ;
ear-coverts and sides of the neck grey, the margins being lighter, so as to give a slight tranverse mottling ;
teathers of the back dark grey at the base, with a large triangular greyish-white spot near the tip, followed
by a black edge; lower part of the back, under tail-coverts, throat, and front of the chest rich yellow ;
upper tail-coverts crimson ; abdomen pale-brownish cream-colour ; flanks greyish ; bill black ; feet brown.

‘“ Female differs in hm«*mg the head greyish, like the back, and the throat whitish.

““ Total length, from tip of bill to end of longest tail-feathers, 3 inches 8 lines ; bill, from forehead, rather
more than 27 lines; wing, from shoulder, 2 inches 3+ lines ; tarsus 8 lines.

““This beautiful species belongs to the same section of the genus as L. rubricatus, P. punctatas, and
P. quadragintus, and 1s distinguished from the others by wanting the red sealing-wax-like appendages
to the spurious wing-feathers. It most nearly resembles the P. punctatus, from which it differs in its
more slender and shghtly longer bill, the white instead of brownish spots on the fore part of the back,
the paler abdomen, greyish instead of brownish flanks—and conspicuously by the hinder part ot the back
being of the same bright yellow colour as the throat and under tail-coverts.

“ Specimens are in the National Museum at Melbourne, from Swan Hill, near the junction of the Murray
and the Darling ; and Mr. Waterhouse has presented some from near Adelaide in South Australia.”

The Plate represents two males and a female, of the size of life.
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MANUCODIA KERAUDRENIL

Keraudren’s Crow-Shrike.

Barita Keraudrenu, Less. Voy. de la Coq., t. 13.

Chalybeus cornutus, Cuv. Regn. Anim., tom. i. p. 354, edit. 1829.—Gould in MacGill. Voy. of Rattlesnake, vol. 11.
p. 357.

Phonygama Keraudrenii, Less. Man. d’Orn., tom. 1. p. 141.—Ib. Compl. Buff., t.7.—Ib. Traité d’Orn., p.344.—Gray

and Mitch. Gen. of Birds, vol. ii. p. 302, Phonygama, sp. 2.

Lessoma, Swains. Class. of Birds, vol. ii. p. 264.

keraudrent, Bonap. Consp. Gen. Av., p. 368, Phonygama, sp. 2.

T'mis 1s perhaps the most marked New Guinea form that has yet been discovered on the continent of
Australia. As might be presumed, the extreme northern parts of the latter country, those in fact most
contiguous to New Guinea, are the districts in which it was found. It would be interesting to know if a
migration of such forms as the present annually takes place between the two countries. With many other
birds having greater wing-powers, such a migration would be performed with ease, and doubtless such a
change of locality occurs with many of them. At present, New Guinea, owing to the hostile character

of its native population, is a sealed country to the collector, and we really know but little of its natural
productions. There are doubtless many fine birds in the mountain districts of that country which never
quit their own forests, while others, of a more wandering disposition, will be from time to time captured

on the Cape York Peninsula and other northern promontories of Australia; by this means we shall
be made acquainted with at least a part of the fauna of that terra incognita; time and the advance of
civilization will make us acquainted with the remamder. It i1s not to be expected, nor indeed can it
scarcely be wished, that all the species of birds should be ascertained in one or two generations, as, in that
case, future research would be deprived of the charm which novelty communicates to the mind; let us,
then, be satisfied with the gradual unfolding of nature’s works, and leave to tuture generations the pleasure
of discovering those which are at present withheld from us.

I have seen two or three specimens of this bird, all of which were collected during Captain Stanley’s
Expedition. A fine example in the British Museum, obtained at Cape York, 1s stated by Mr. MacGillivray
to be a male ; 1t 1s from this that my figures were taken.

Centre of the crown, the lengthened ear-plumes, the lanceolate feathers on the sides of the neck, back,
rump and breast green; shoulders, primaries and tail purplish-black, as are also the thighs, lower part of
the abdomen and under tail-coverts ; bill and legs black.

The figures are of the natural size.
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ARSES KAUPI, Gowa
Kaup’s Flycatcher.

Arses Kaupr, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., December 10, 1850.

[ nave some little doubt as to the propriety of placing this bird 1n the genus Arses, but rather than multiply
the number of genera, perhaps unnecessarily, I have assigned it a place therein, as it accords more nearly
with that form than with Morarcha, the only other genus to which 1t offers alliance. I am happy to have
this opportunity of paying a just compliment to my friend Dr. Kaup of Darmstadt, an ornithologist of vast
acumen and research, and whose philosophical labours are well known to all naturalists : the compliment is
the more appropriate, as he 1s at this time (1851) engaged 1n preparing a Monograph of the Muscicapide,
to which family the present bird belongs.

The specimen here represented 1s the only one I have seen : it was killed on the north coast of Australia;
and this is all, I regret to say, that i1s at present known respecting it.

Small spot on the chin, crown of the head, lores, line beneath the eye, ear-coverts, broad crescentic
band across the back, and a broad band across the breast, deep shining bluish black ; wings and tail brown-
ish black ; throat and a broad band across the back of the neck white ; lower part of the back and abdomen
white, the base of the feathers black, which occasionally showing through give those parts a mottled appear-
ance ; bill bluish horn-colour, becoming lighter at the tip; feet black.

The figures are of the natural size.
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MACHARIRHYNCHUS FLAVIVENTER, Gouu.

Yellow-breasted Flycatcher.

Macherirhynchus flaviventer, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., December 10, 1850.

A SINGLE specimen of this extraordinary form 1is all that has come under my notice; it was collected at
Cape York in Northern Australia, and now forms part of the Collection of the Zoological Society of London,
to whom 1t was presented by the late Captain Owen Stanley, R.N. All that is known respecting it is
comprised in the following note communicated to me by Mr. MacGillivray :—

““ A single specimen only of this Flycatcher was procured, during our last visit to Cape York. It was
shot by Mr. James Wilcox, who was employed by the late Captain Stanley to procure specimens of natural
history for the Norwich and Ipswich Museums, and to whose zeal and industry as a collector I was often
much indebted. He told me that he observed it on the skirts of one of the dense brushes or jungles,
making short flichts in the air, snapping at passing flies, and returning again to the same tree, the 7 ormia
alata of botanists, distinguished by 1its red papery bark, large glossy leaves and handsome yellow flowers,
which attract numbers of insects. The place was frequently visited afterwards, but no other example was
seen.”’

Crown of the head, lores, ear-coverts, wings and tail black ; wing-coverts tipped with white ; secondaries
margined with white ; outer tail-feathers margined on the apical portion of the external web, and largely
tipped with white, the white becoming less and less, until only a slight trace of it is found on the central
feathers ; back olive-black ; throat white ; line from the nostrils over each eye, and the breast, abdomen,
and under tail-coverts bright yellow ; bill black ; feet bluish black.

The figures are of the natural size.
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MONARCHA LEUCOTIS, Goua.

White-eared Flycatcher.

Monarcha Leucotis, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., July 23, 1850.—Jard. Cont. Orn., 1850.

I mave refrained from making the White-eared Flycatcher the type of a new genus until more information
has reached us respecting it, and in the mean time have assigned it a situation with the other members of
that form to which it seems to me to be most nearly allied. Like most of the other new birds figured in this
Supplement to the Birds of Australia, 1t 1s a native of Cape York, and in all probability its range 1s a some-
what wide one, since it has been killed on Dunk Island. ¢ Respecting this bird,” says Mr. MacGillivray,
T regret to say I can afford you very little information. A specimen was obtained at Dunk Island, off the
north-east coast of Australia, in lat. 17° 56 S., where 1t was shot during its flight from one tree to another :
a second individual was afterwards procured at Cape York, which renders it probable that its range extends
between these two places.”

Crown of the head, back of the neck, primaries, and six middle tail-feathers black ; three lateral tail-
feathers on each side black, with white tips ; lores, a broad mark over the eye, ear-coverts, sides of the
neck, scapularies, and upper tail-coverts, white ; throat white, bounded below with black, the feathers
lengthened and protuberant ; chest and abdomen light grey ; bill and feet lead-colour.

The figures are of the natural size.
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MONAR CHA ALB IVENTRI N Gould.

White-bellied Flycatcher.

Monarcha albiventris, Gould in Proc. of Z00l. Soc., 1866, D217

BEFORE recording the little that is known respecting this new species, 1t will be as well, perhaps, to state
that Mr. G. R. Gray has pointed out, in the ¢ Proceedings of the Zoological Society’ for 1860, p. 302, that
the true Monarcha trivirgata, which is a native of the island of Timor, is distinct from the bird of the south-
easter-n parts of Australia, so called in the second volume of this work, Plate 96, and in my ¢ Handbook to
rthe. Birds of Australia,” vol. i. p. 203, and has dedicated the latter to myself, calling 1t Monarcha Gould:.
I‘l.ns gentleman, moreover, states that the bird which he has named M. bimaculata, and which was brought to
this country from Batchian by Mr. Wallace, is different from both. To this I may add that the bird here
figured, which is a native of the Cape-York district, differs from all of them, and is distinguished for the
pure whiteness of the under surface of its body, its axillaries, and the underside of the u-'iligs; whereas 1n
the south-eastern species (1. Gouldi) the chestnut colouring of the breast is continued down the entire
length of the flanks, over the under surface of the wings, and on the axillaries also in very old specimens.

The Northern-Queensland bird, 7. albientris, 1s also a little smaller in size than the New-South-Wales
M. Gouldi, which more nearly assimilates, in size, colour, and markings, to the Timor M. trivirgata ; but the
latter bas a longer and much narrower bill than the former, and, moreover, has a greater amount of white
on the three outer tail-feathers, in which respect 1t resembles the Cape-York bird ; but as the Timor species
has buff sides and axillaries, like . Gould;, it cannot be regarded as identical.

The M. albiventris is abundantly dispersed over the Cape-York peninsula, where, according to Mr. James
Cockerell, 1t is stationary, breeding on the edges of the scrubs. In actions it is a complete Flycatcher,
sallying forth to capture insects, and returning to the same branch, all the while moving the tail from side
to side.

Mr. Cockerell brought me the eggs of this bird, which may be described as of creamy white, covered
with minute rufous dots, thinly dispersed over the middle and smaller end, and so thickly z‘lt the larger end
as nearly to coalesce and form a rufous ap ; they are about five-eighths of an inch in len.gth by lla”‘kélll mnch
in breadth, and are generally two in number, laid on a small, shallow, round, and neatly formed nest.

Bill and legs olive lead-colour ; forehead and a narrow stripe above the eye, upper portion of the ear-
coverts, and the throat jet-black ; cheeks, lower part of the neck, and the chest bright ferruginous ; abdomen
axillaries, and a considerable portion of the under surface of the wing snow-white ; crown of the head, I)aclz‘
of the neck, and back bluish grey; primaries greyish brown ; upper tail-coverts and tail black, the three
outer feathers of the latter largely tipped with white.

There seems to be but little difference in the outward appearance of the sexes; the accompanying Plate
may therefore be regarded as representing a male and a female, of the natural size. -
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Masked Gerygone.

Gerygone personata, Gould 1n Proc. of Zool. Soc. 1866, p. 217.

Tue accompanying illustration represents one of the novelties lately transmitted to me by my brother-in-
law, Charles Coxen, Esq., of Brisbane. It was procured in the Cape York district, through, as I believe,
the instrumentality of the Messrs. Jardine, father and sons. This new species, together with the other leaf-
loving little birds to which the generic term of Gerygone has been applied, constitute a very marked group
in the avifauna of Australia. Most, if not all, of them frequent the smaller branches of trees growing in the
brushes, where they flit about, like the Wood-Wren of our own island, and live on the aphides and other

minute insects which there abound, and which they capture in the air or seek for among the foliage : and we

know that some of the species also feed upon larvee of various kinds. Generally speaking, the sexes are
alike ; but on this point I have no certain information with regard to the present bird, of which 1 have
as yet seen only the single example figured 1n two positions on the accompanying Plate.

As stated in my ¢ Handbook,” all the known species of the genus are of small size, unobtrusive 1n colour,
sprightly in their movements, and but little skilled 1n singing. The Masked Gerygone differs 1 so many
particulars from all others yet discovered, that it is rendered conspicuously distinct from every one of
them.

Crown and all the upper surface olive-green ; throat and chest deep olive-brown ; behind each nostril a
spot of white; a stripe of white also descends from the base of the bill down each side of the neck, and
separates the deep olive-brown of the throat from the lighter olive of the ear-coverts; axille, all the under
surface of the body, and the under tail-coverts delicate yellow ; wings and tail olive-brown ; bill and legs
olive-black.

Total length 3% inches, bill 3, wing 2¢, tail 1<, tarsi ;.

The ficures are of the natural size.
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PETROICA? CERVINIVENTRI S, Gould.
Buft-sided Robin.

Petroiea cerviniventris, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc.. part xxv. p. 221.

So far as regards Ornithological science, it was fortunate that Mr. Elsey remained for a long time encamped
near the Victoria River, on the north-west coast of Australia, since it enabled him to pay some attention to
the natural objects which surrounded him; and the discovery of the present bird, which is quite new to
science, 1s one of the results of his long stay in that spot 1n charge of a portion of Mr. Gregory’s Expedi-
tion. All who have read my work on the Birds of Australia, will have observed that a species of Petroica
1s figured in the third volume under the name of P. superciiosa, which bird was collected by the late
Mr. Gulbert m the neighbourhood of the Burdekin Lakes, towards the Gulf of Carpentaria ; with this
species the one here figured is very nearly allied ; and as both differ somewhat in form from the typical mem-
bers of the genus, or true Petroicee, it may 1n all probability be found necessary to istitute a distinct oenus
for their reception : they are doubtless representatives of each other in the respective countries they inhabit,

the superciliosa dwelling on the eastern parts of the continent, and the cerviniventris in the western.
The following is a correct description of the specles :—

All the upper surface, wings, and tail chocolate-brown : line over the eye, throat, tips of the greater wing-
coverts, base of the primaries, base and tips of the secondaries, and tips of the tail white ; breast grey ;
abdomen deep fawn-colour, becoming almost white in the centre ; bill black ; feet blackish brown ; irides
dark brown.

The figures are of the natural size.
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