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Tae present species was first recognized as distinct by Mr. van Musschenbroek, a well-known officer of the

Dutch East Indian Service, whose name has often been mentioned in connection with the natural history

of the Malayan Archipelago. He appears to have been well aware that the species, when he first received

it, was quite new to science, and he even sent a description of it to Baron von Rosenberg, naming it
Diplyllodes gubielme tertn, atter the King of Holland.
At the same time Van Musschenbroek forwarded the type specimens, with the name D. oulielmi
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tertui attached to them, to Dr. Meyer, who was then, as now, deeply attached to the study of Papuan

Ornithology, to the history of which he has himself furnished most important contributions. Dr. Meyer
doly published a description of the species, using Van Musschenbroek’s spectfic title, m the < Zoologischer
Garten * for January 1875, and on the succeeding page appears Van Musschenbroek’s original description,
contributed by his friend Von Rosenberg. The first description of the species, however, having been
furnished by Dr. Meyer, must bear his name as author.

The type specimens remained for some time in the Dresden Museum, but their ultimate fate is plaintively
narrated by Dr. Meyer, as follows:—<As it is of importance to know where type specimens are
preserved, I add the history of those of Rhipidornis guliclmi tertii described by myself. Having kept them
i the Dresden Museum since the year 1875, I one day in the year 1877 received a telegram from Van
Musschenbroek, who had returned home in 1876, telling me that he wished to show the birds to King

William ITI. I sent the specimens to him, and never saw them again. They remained m the hands of the
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King, and we never succeeded in recovering these types for science, though supported by the late Prof.
Schlegel, of Leyden; but after Van Musschenbroek’s death, in the year 1885, the King of the | etherlands
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delivered the specimens to the Museum of the Zoological Society (¢ Natura Artis Magistra ") of Amsterdam,

where they probably will remain.”

Very few specimens of this rare Bird of Paradise have as yet reached Europe. Besides the two original
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types, we know of one other, which was disposed of by Mr. Bouvier, of Paris, to the Warsaw Museam. Befo }
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bemg sent to Poland, this individual was ficured by the late Mr. John Gould his ¢ Birds of 1\(,\[ e :
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A fourth specimen was afterwards received by Mr. Whitely, of Woolwich, and was exhibited at a ileeting
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This makes seven specimens known to me at present; of these all but one were P
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complete example of Lpimachus ellioti and other rare Papuan species.

prohibitory, and I do not know what afterwards became of the specimen.
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probably he found to be New Guinea. Dr. Beccari writes :—¢ It seems

Diphyllodes oulielmi tertii should be found in Waigiou, because the type speci
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