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Red Bird of Paradise.
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Le Paradis rouge, Vieill. Ois. Dor. ii. p. 14, pl. 3 (1802).
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Raffl. Irans. Linn. Soc. xii. p. 300 (1821).—Gray, Hand-l. B. ii. p. 16, no. 6249 (1870).—Elliot,
Monogr. Parad. pl. 4 (1873).—Salvad. Ann. Mus. Genov. vii. p. 782 (1875).—Gould, Birds of New
Guinea, 1. pl. 31 (1877).—Sharpe, Cat. Birds Brit. Mus. iii. p. 170 (1877).—Eudes-Deslonoch. Ann.
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Red Bird of Paradise, Lath. Gen. Hist. Birds, iii p- 186 (1822).
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Tue brlliant red flank-plumes of this Bird of Paradise would suggest that 1t 1s closely allied to Paradisea
raggiana and P. decora. 1 fully agree, however, with Count Salvadori as to the advisability of separating
it generically from the genus Paradisea, as the extraordinary form of the central tail-feathers, the erectile

tafts of feathers on each side of the lead, and the composition of the flank-plames are all characters of

sufficient weight to justify its separation.
Although some writers have recorded the species from New Guinea, it would seem that all statements as
ered to be erroncous, and the home of the Red

to 1ts occurrence 1n the Great l’aplmu Island must be consic

' 1Se 1 : : | > Watotlou : atant: less also be found 1n
Bird of Paradise 1s undoubtedly 1n the 1slands of Waigiou and Batanta. Lt will doubtless alsc ;
ate Dr. Bernstein.

some of the adjacent islands, as 1t was collected o the small island of Ghemien by the

f : T o of this shecles IS . of the most curious
The development of the central tail-feathers in the adult male of this species 1s one ol

belonging to this extraordimary family of birds. The
hles the female at first, but

ASARA

and mteresting features in the economy of any species
female lacks the beautiful decorations of the male, and the young malc Tesembies R
gradually assumes the adult plumage. Count Salvadori, as a result of the examination of a 5 T
specimens, believes that the first change takes place m the feathers of the Ilcudj vi']wrc the )caulj u. lgttlu;n‘
plumes make their appearance, and that probably at ‘he same time the central tail-feathers commence theil
development, while the red flank-plumes are the last to appear, T o
The central tail-feathers are at first shorter than the others, and as they grow the web disappe:
a1 or racket at the end. At first the

<Laft of the adult is assumed only by succe _
shaft of the feather broadens and
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shaft is brown, and Count
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| the middle of the feather, leaving a spatul
Salvadori thinks that the black and hollowed
: » d y O : 5 1‘. ) : y tll(f
13Ilcy that the change takes place more rapic ly, as 1t 18 evident that

ssive moults; but |
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