HIATICULA NIGRIFRONS.
Black-fronted Dottrel.

('haradrius nf'_f_,,w'{'/}'w-f.n Cuv. 1n Mus. Parns.—Temm. Pl. Col., 47. fiec. 1.—Wagl. Syst. Av.. sp. 20.
— ;,w/mm/m; Viell.. Nouv. Dict. d' Hist. Nat.. tom. xxviL. P. 139.—1b. Encv. Méth, Orn.. Part . P. 330.
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thatieula mgrifrons, Last of Birds i Brit. Mus., Coll., Part I11. p. 71.
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1 e temperate latitudes of Australia constitute the true habitat ot this beautiful httle Dottrel : for so far as
| have been able to learn. 1t 1s never found in the northern part of that countrv. nor can Van Diemen’s Land

claim 1t as a part of its fauna ; the chimate of the latter country bemg less gemal, and the seas which wash
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[oven 1in Auastralia the <-\|um-¢| sea-beaches seem to be avoirded. and 1t 18 most l‘l'l't|llt‘llll\ found 1n the

iIlIt‘l‘iH!‘ HI' lllt' country, on I||t' 1A TTHES O] |um-~ ;llltl |;1|\l'-‘ ;1IH‘ 11 the 1most l‘l‘IlI‘t'(' sitaations., ll ;1|--H

I'rt*clm-nh the sides of rivers runnime imto the heart of the countrv: | I'rl-:|m'l|l|\' encountered 1t while

descending the Namoi, on the lowest part of which river I was so fortunate as to discover 1ts eges.  They

were deposited on th» ground beside the stream; they now grace my cabinet, and are esteemed as one
of mvy greatest rarities, and to which many llll'il*ill:_:' associations are attached. connected with mv visit to
the distant recgion 1in which they were procured.

1he colontes of Swan River. South Australia and New South Wales are wllmllx' visited by this bird : and

Its  range appears to be general over those portions of Australia lying between the twenty-eighth and
thirtv-seventh deerees of south latitude.
No member of the genus 1s more tame than the present ; for as it tri|1-~ nimbly alone the sides of the

1

|nm|- it will allow of a sufficiently near nlyln'u;u'lz for the observer to see the colour of the eve. and the

brithant ring of scarlet which encireles 1t ; and when forced to take wing it merely flies to the opposite bank
or to a very short distance, and then alhights agam.

1The two eces above-mentioned so nv;u'l}' resembled the surface of the sand-bank upon which l|u-_\' were
deposited, that 1t was by the merest chance they were not passed by unnoticed. In form they nearly
resemble the eges of other Dottrels, beine ('1:||-i1|t'1';1|:|_\' lminu-(l at the smaller end: tll(‘_\ are one ch

and three-sixteenths lone by t iree-quarters of an mch broad: of a Imlv stone or dirty white colour, very

llliltlt'l'ull'--]} hut Iliilllllt'l‘\ ‘-[ll'('xll‘tl with dark brown.

1'he sexes are precisely alike 1 the colouring of their plumage, and nearly so m size.

IF'orchead, a stripe commencing at the eve passing over the ear-coverts and round the back of the neck,
and a broad band crossing the chest and advancine somewhat down the centre of the breast. black : a nll‘ilw

of white PASSes over cach eve and continues round the back of the neck. Ht'[lil[';llilli_[ the black band from

the crown, which with the back, the long tertials, and the middle of the wine. are brown : a(':tlml;n'im {]t'l‘ll
chestnut ; tips of the greater coverts white, forming an obscure band across the wing : primaries black ;
throat, abdomen and under tail-coverts white : two middle tail-feathers brown at the base and black at the

tip ; the next three on each side white at the base, gradually passing into blackish brown, and largely

—

Ii 1|ll'i| Hilll Hllifl'. lllt‘ l'l'lll;iillilt'l' l'lllil'(‘l} \\ 1ilt‘: |ll|| I‘il‘]l orange al l||l' Il;lht‘ ;llril l|il('\ ll 1]11' Iill: i.l‘l'l

orance flesh-colour 1in some, 1in others lm|v flesh-colour : 1rides dark brown : evelash brieght red.

The voune have a crescentic mark of a hehter colour on the feathers of the upper surface. and have the
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colouring of the plumage and soft parts less brilhhant and well-defined than the adults.
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