HIATICULA RUFICAPILLA.
ed-capped Dottrel.

Charadrius ruficapillus, Temm. Pl. Col., 47. fic. 2.— Wael, Syst. Avium, Sp. 33.
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SNand- Lark and Red-necked Plover. Colonists of Swan River.

I'ue Red-capped Dottrel is amversally dispersed over every part of the sea-shores of Australia that I have
visited, and everywhere evinces a greater preference for the H]lill'_{l}' beach of the ocean. and ('alwvi;tll_}.' for
deep salt-water bays, than for the sides of rivers and inland waters = it is very numerous m Van Diemen’s
Land, on Flinders” Island, on the sand-banks at the mouth of the Hunter in New South Wales and at Port
\delarde 1 South .\llnll';ili;t: and Mr. (iillwrt states that 1t 1S t't|i|;1||_\' ;lllllll(l;lllt 1) \‘.l‘\lt‘l'll .\lhtl‘;ili;l. H'llt‘l‘t‘
it 1s likewise so strictly a bird of the coast that he never saw it inland. Tt is usually met with in pairs,
but may be occasionally observed associating in small companies.

| found many of 1ts eges on Flinders’ Island. deposited i pairs in a slight depression of the sand among

the shingle just above high-water mark : they were verv difficult to detect, 1 consequence of their colouring

very closely assimilating to that of the material among which they were placed ; those procured by Mr.

Gilbert in Western Australia were (lvlnni!('(l on a small mound of sand and sea-weed on the sandyv beach at
a distance of from ten to twenty vards above high-water mark. The breeding-season ('mnln‘iam N(*]nvmlwr
and the three or four following months.

The stomach 1s very muscular, and the food consists of small mollusca of various kinds.

Lake the Zringe generally, this bird resorts to every possible device in order to lure an intruder from
its nest : throwine itself down upon 1ts chest and flapping its wings as if in the last agontes of death, 1t will
so continue until he has approached almost near enough to place his hand upon it, when it moves along for

several vards, dragging one of its lees hehind it as if it were broken, and if still followed up attempts to fly,

and so well 1mitates the motions of a bird wounded in the wing, that the intruder i1s easilv misled, and the

coes remain undiscovered.
The

stone-colour, sprinkled all over with small irregular blotches of brownish black.

oos. which are an ineh and a quarter mn length l;}' seven-e1echths of an inceh breadth, are of a pale

1he male has the forehead crossed by a broad band of white, which eradually diminishes to a point af

the posterior angle of the eye 5 above this 1s another band of black, which also diminishes to a point at the
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posterior angle of the eve m an mdistinet form down the sides of the neck ; crown of the head, nape and
back of the neck rich rusty red; all the upper surface and wings pale brown, each feather margined
with a still hghter tint 5 primaries blackish brown : the shafts and extreme cdge of the inner webs white -

our central tail-feathers dark brown, the remainder white : all the under surface white ; irides very dark

rown 3 bill dark reddish brown : naked part of the legs above the tarsi dark oreenish ogrey ; tarst hieht

corev: feet blackish brown.

In the female the distribution of colour is precisely the same, but the hues are all much paler, and the
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