SARCIOPHORUS PECTOR A LI .
Black-breasted Pewit.

Charadrius pectoralis, Cuv. in Mus. Par.—Wacol. Syst. Av., Sp. 8.

———— tricolor, Vieill. 2nde Edit. du Nouv. Dict. d’Hist. Nat., tom. xxvii. p. 147.—Ibid. Ency. Méth. Om.,
Part |, p. 337.

1 His species 1s known to inhabit Van Diemen’s LLand, South Australia and New South Wales

, but over what
other portions of the Australian continent its range

1s extended, has not vet been ascertained. I have never 1 3
seen 1t 1 collections either from the western or northern shores. Its favourite localities are open sterile

downs, thinly covered with grasses or other kinds of vegetation ; but 1t is occasionally to be mef with on the

grassy flats m the neighbourhood of rivers. It is much more tame i 1ts disposition than the Wattled Pewit.

and permits a near approach before taking alarm : hence there was but httle difficulty in obtaming

specimens. [ trips very tlui(*l\l_\' over the ground, much after the manner of the true Pewits. and when
Hushed generally flies off in a straight line. ﬁ':*(;lu‘lltl}' very near the ground. I have never seen it mMount
m the air like the Common Lapwing, or per

orm during flight those sudden turns and (Hln SO l'rt'(lm'ml\

exhibited by that species.  So far as I have observed. if goes I pairs, or at most in companies of three.

Nearly full-grown voung were obtained in the month of November, from which we mav imfer that i

1S &

very early breeder.

I'he eggs are two or three in number. and are deposited on the bare ground without anv nest ; they are
one mch and a half long by one inch and an eighth broad ; eround colour hight olive-grey, verv thickls

IJIIIT(‘I!(‘(I 11 \Tililll'(l \\itll ])I'HH'II., SO dS ll(‘EH'I\' O cover 1'1(‘ ,‘\lll'i:}l('(‘.

ll;u*li('u];lrl}‘ at the larger end. For the
two eggs 1 my collection I am indebted to the kindness of Mr.

Kermode of Van Diemen’s L.and. on whose
estate they were taken.

The sexes are alike 1 colour, but the female has the lobe before the eve much smaller than in the male

Crown of the head, line running from the angle of the mouth beneath the eye, and down the sides of the

neck. and a broad ('I'M(*vm-.-~|l;1lw(l band across the breast jet-black ; line from the eve to near the U('('i'llll.

chin, throat, flanks, abdomen. upper and under tail-coverts white : back light brown ; primaries brownish

black ;: wing-coverts bronzy brown, passing into black towards the tip of each feather, an tipped with white :

margined on the extremities of their outer webhs with b
vnlirrl\ u||ilt*, A1 l'lt‘ AST Two m.;n‘kt‘(l lilw Ilu' coverts., |)|1l |

a few of the outer secondaries white. lack. then a few

argely margined with white - scapularies and

lower part of the back ronzy brown ; rump dark olive with bronzv reflexions ; tail white. crossed near the
tip by a broad irrecular band of black : ril: of the upper mandible horn-colour ; the remainder of the bill

heautiful [n'imrcm'-u-Hlm: naked parts

of the thigch and knees dark |:i|||~. . tarslt and toes b

QI('|~.i‘-}I ,H'{}\\II-
the latter inclhinine to |}in|~.-rv|| - 1rides vellow.

surrounded by a rim of deep primrose extending

ill cll) H'l“!llll‘
Ilil't‘('lilill 10 lln‘ ﬂtwll\' Ili'ulllln'l‘;nl('t‘ Al l|1t' lmw ui‘ llu'

upper mandible, which is blood-red in the male. much
hehter or flesh-red in the female.

The ficures represent both sexes of the natural size.
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