it varies in size from two to four cart-loads, and 15 of perfectly pyramidal form. The construetion of the
dArics LFS k: " r =

- . = . | . y - .
mound 15 not the work « f one pair of birds, but 1s effected by the united labours of several ; the =ame site £
O = not the work of one | L . i
ippears Lo me from the great size and the entire decomposition of the lower part, to be resorted to for several o

vears in succession. the birds adding a fresh supply of materials on each oeeasion pres 1015 Ho !-'l}'it”_r.
y The mode in which the materials 4_-”5-,1]|1h,'||-;_- these mounds are accumulated 15 equally singular,—the hird
never using its bill, but always grasping a guantity in its foot, throwing it backwards to one common centre,
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The heap being accumulated, and time allowed for a sufficient heat to be engendered,

ordinarily the case, but |"! mted at the distance of ninge

a blade of rrass is left,
the eces are deposited, not sl I'_'- side, as 15

or twelve inches from each other, and buried at nearly an arm’s depth, perfectly upright, with the large end

upwards ; they are covered up as they are laid, and allowed to remain until batched. T have been "l'l'I!iiJ]:.

near their haunts, r]|;|' it 15 not an unusual event tin 1:-_=|r:|i|| nearly

informed both by natives and settlers living

a bushel of eoes at one time from a single heap; and as they are delicious eating, they are eagerly sought

after. Some of the natives state that the females are constantly in the neighbourhood of the heap about the
time the voung are likely to be hatehed, and frequently uncover amd cover them up again, apparently for the
; ; |

PUrsE .|I'.:Hi=r".: o those that n 3 have appeared ; while others have informed me that the CirTrs A Ii:I'r{';H

|!|'|I-|=:rl,'|.:_ il _:| '.Ii!' YO __|E.l'-'-|'!! ||._r', ree f!.l'il' wan ',|'.'-H.i-.!|':i, |I II |||'-:|- .|:-i|lrl'\-_ as \il'“i.l'l' ||.|\ i||||||||-.-|5 Illi-\
mode of reproduction, she has also furnished the tender birds with the power of sustaming themselves
from the carliest '|:ll':'||l||! and the great size of the egg would *":i”"l:l." lead to this conclusion, since in so

lareze a space it 15 reasonable to s ippose that the bird would be much more '."'-"|"|ll'lf than is II~:|:|||} found

I (EFrs of smaller 4!i-||.,-;:-.5-;| =, ||, |'|i|'|!,|'|' confirmation of f||-= '|||lil||_ | LY :Il’ll’l. that in "-I'.'II'I"l:.i_'iL" for s
in one of the mounds 1 discovered the remains of & voung bird, .t|-|:;||'n-||-"|_'n. just excluded from the shell, ad

which was clothed with feathers, not with down, as is usually the case: it is to be hoped that those who are

resident in Australia, in situations favourable for investigating the subject, will direct their attention to the

further elucidation of these interesting points.  The upright position of the eges tends to strengthen the

”‘|P".||i|||| that they are never disturbed after bemng I'~1'|""5|Hj. as it 15 well known that the eges of birds which

(] il .!'EII'_': incubation. ".|'||-II:_L'1II. unfortunately, 1 was almost LCCE]

are ‘;||.'.-". il "||-|'i.-'-||:‘-..|':-. are |.|':'-i 1 |1. s

the he s, both i the mterior .-.||r| at ]|E.|_ll..|r'r‘-,;

late for the hreedn I SEAS0N, I nevertheless saw sever il of
in every instancee they were |.|;:|-4-<| in the most retired and shady olens, and on the .-|-I|H' of a lull, the part
ahbove the nest being seratched clean, while all below rem uned untouched, as if the birds had found it more

. .
casy to convey the matenals ¢

than to throw them up. In one instance only was I fortunate enough to

finil a |I1'I|.l. et ere, althoush the shells of many from wliach the yvoung had been excluded were J'J'.'.i_'l.'r| in the
manner I have deserbed. At [lawarea they were rather c|x-|;--~i'!1--:l in the ligl

vegetable mould than
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AL EERTERRy the |-.-l'-l. = '-'l!nll h tormed a l'l":‘-.:!.'l'-'.llI = | L= il l MOV |I.!'I.!. ]l"' Coos are ectiy wihite, of a |l||!:'-I'.-I|

form, three inches and three-quarters long by two inches and a half in diameter : a fine cze of this bind

Wils -.||'||-n-||||.'||‘|_‘\. |:|I'-:'-1'I|'!-u-:| (CRA 1| TH |J_'. J. H. |:’|III|!--.|'r1, |'..-|i_.._ .".II|||'|:1'_'.-[1'|':||,':';||_ SNew South W ales,

While stalking about the wood they frequently utter a ral loud clucking noise @ and in varions parts of

thie III'!Z-u!. I ohsi v || ey gt d DTS

| which the natives informed me were made by the birds in

T 1 1+
dustinge thetmselves,

The stomach 15 c-xln-mr]_'-. muscular, and the crop of one disseeted was filled with seeds. berries, and

a few msects.

for domestieation = and [} wve the --|__I.:_:-_-_5_IE-: 1 of .|l||::_|:;'_ thiat a

I have already alluded to its capabili
living specimen was in the possession of Mr, Alexander MacLeav for several vears, during which it was

Iy - 1
mostiy at i

y and usually associated with the fowls in the poultrv-vard, On my arrival at Svdney this

|'|| -|_ HEY :I. i'| .|- 5 I -!'i'll LM l:!".
had for two successive vears collected HNITCTISE  THASS of materials similar to those above deseribed.
The borders. lawn and zhrubbe - which i o
nt « BedWN Fi | _l: : THY Y |||‘|| (AN |_{ | || '||_l;.\_ - Wi Faiire ik u L] § 'l T . TR AT
] i | lowed to rang prese II-:-:|.|_|..|.||:n:.||..lll:l. as f |1_,..|.|l|}
swept, from the bird having seratched to one common o

e e R : i ;
mre evervohnme I!l.:r |.-.'- Upeemn the surtace ; fllL‘

| ] Izl and ten '.ll,' OVEr. Un placn o my Arm i:| 1t

iree feet and a h:
« abant 1 o 05 Fahe iy - NS T :
be abont 907 o 95 Falr. he bird itself was strutting about with a i:="“”| anil ma-

Jestic qir, sometimes paradimg round the heap, at others perching on the top, and displaving its brilliantly

coloared neck and wattle to the ereatest adva itacee = tlhas wattle 1t has the 1

A Ill'l.-|'||| |_'-.||,!" and contract-

4 it Qs s :-l"'ll" visihli . while ar !;nllu r
Before I left New South Wales Mr, MacLeav's bird Tial

riors ik e [ G st ppTe -
water-hutt, oceasioned, it was conjectured, by seeine

it 15 extremels ilr'lllllilll nt.

met '.'--Illil il I.I|1i|l|:'|:'. |'|':4|_ v 1'.|';|||_-__;' :1||1|:- i | r..r:L Or

'reflection of 105 own image 1in the water, and rushing

A : 1 i - : 1e .

cet w supposeid  antasonis () 1ss0ee] thi h 1 ] :
! = 1t L L= T -| Wl I-:'.I.-:l to be o nale, thereny

wroving that the sexes are equal Il | 1 formine the m : : :
| rth he sexes are equally e '|'|"." il in forming the mound for the reception of the eges,

\fter all the facts that have been stated. 1 trnst St will be evident that its natural situation ie among the

l|r|E'-.'.--'-'-.-'---._ anid that 1 |I.--':||- one of g ore

- F
2:111 I'~|-I! 'l"1 i

of birds peculiar to Australin and the 1

hacholleg & torms a part ; and m confirmation of this view | may add, that the sternum has the two
. : itions so truly characteristic of the 6 @3 at all events, it is in no way allied te the
Fulturide, and is nearly as far removed from Menwra, -
Fhe adules have the whole of the upper suriace wings and tal blackish ;l.ll'.'-ll; the feathers of the
uniler surlac <ish brown at the base, becoming silve ry grey at the tip; skin of the head and neck deep

= * . vog !
nnk red, thinly sprinkled 1l rt hateds ey ] . -
; 'I‘ ] ; . iy ! Il‘,_l. kLo hair-like blag Kish brown feathers ; watile |l|'i'_1']|f vellow, tinged with
red where it unites with the red of the neck = Lill blael = -
J! :.l'!: |l Wk .'|: i

render a separate des ."|-:i--|| unnecessary,  She

les and feet brown,

15 about a fonrt w5 than the male 3 1 :
rth 1 than the male m size, 15 s0 closely the same i colour as to

: e : also pussesses the wattle, but nat to so great an extent.
he figure is about two-thirds the size of life,
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