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ERYTHRODRYAS RHODINOGASTER.

Pink-breasted Wood-Robin.

Saxicola rhodinogaster, Drap. Ann. Gén. des Sci. Phys. de Bruxelles.
Muscicapa Lathami, Vig. in Zool. Journ., vol. 1. p. 410. pl. 13.—Jard. and Selb. 1ll. Orn., vol. 1. pl. 8.

Petroica rhodinogaster, Jard. and Selb. 1ll. Orn. Add., vol. 1.

Erythrodryas rhodinogaster, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., August 9, 1842.
Pink-breasted Robin, Colonists of New South Wales.

TuEe great stronghold of this species 1s Van Diemen’s Land, particularly the western parts of the island. |
feel assured that 1t 1s rarely seen on the main land of Austraha, from the circumstance of the total absence
of skins m collections from those parts. In one instance only did I meet with 1t on the continent, and
that was in a deep ravine under Mount Lofty in South Australia; I shot the specimen, which on dissection
proved to be a young male.

In habits and disposition this and the following species are very disdimilar to the Red-breasted Robins
( Petroica), being much less spirited i all their actions. They prefer the most secluded and remote parts of
the forest, particularly the bottoms of deep gullies, the seclusion of which 1s seldom broken by the voice or
presence of any living being, and where animal life i1s almost confined to aphides and other mmute msects,
upon which they exist. There are times, however, especially i winter, when they leave these quiet
retreats and even enter the gardens of the settlers; but this 1s of so rare occurrence, that few persons
can have had opportunities of observing this bird m a state of nature, except those who have wvisited
the localities above described. I shot several specimens in the gullies under Mount Wellington in Van
Diemen’s Land; and on visiting, in company with the Rev. T. J. Ewing, the enchanting spot selected by
my ever-esteemed friend Lady Franklin as a site for a Botanic Garden, I observed 1t to be tolerably numerous
there. Through the kindness of Ronald C. Gunn, Esq., who liberally placed the whole of his,collection
at my disposal, I was enabled to obtain examples of many species, in every stage from youth to maturity ;
among others, of the present bird, which Mr. Gunn mformed me had been collected on the Hampshire
Hills, a locality where 1t 1s very abundant.

The food of the Pink-breasted Wood-Robin consists solely of msects, which 1t procures by darting out m
pursuit of them while passing by in the air, and also on the ground.

It exhibits the peculiar actions and manners of the Robins by sitting about on stumps and stones at the
bottom of the gullies, presenting 1ts full breast like the Robin of Europe.

Tts nest is formed of narrow strips of soft bark, soft fibres of decaying wood, and fine fibrous roots matted
and woven together with vegetable fibres, and old black nests of spiders. The eggs are three in number,
smaller but very similar to those of Petroica multicolor ; of a greenish white thickly sprinkled with hght
chestnut and purplish brown ; eight lines and a half long, by six lines and a halt broad.

Like the true Petroicas, the sexes present considerable differences 1n their colouring.

The male has the head, neck, throat and back sooty black ; a small spot of white in the centre of the
forehead ; wings brownish black ; a few of the primaries and secondaries with an oblong spot of reddish
brown on the outer web near the base and another near the tip, formmg two small oblique bands when the
wing is spread ; breast and abdomen rose-pink, passing into white on the vent and under tail-coverts ; irides
and bill black ; feet black, with the soles orange.

The female has an indication of the white spot on the forehead ; all the upper surface brown; wings and
tail brown, with the markings on the primaries and secondaries larger and of a more bufly colour than mn the
male ; throat brownish buff'; chest and abdomen brownish grey; vent and under tail-coverts bufl.

The young male during the first autumn closely resembles the female ; for the first two months after they
have left the nest, they have the centre of each feather striated with buff.

The Plate represents the male and female of the natural size.
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ERYTHRODRYAS ROSEA.

Rose-breasted Wood Robin.

;4

Petroica rosea, Gould i Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part V11. p. 142.

Erythrodryas rosea, Gould 1n Ibid., August 9, 1842.

Tuis pretty little Robm inhabits all the brushes which skirt along the south-eastern coast of New South
Wales. 1 also observed it to be numerous in the cedar brushes of the Liverpool range, and it doubtless
frequents similar situations in all other parts of the country. It penetrates to the very depths of the forest,
and chooses as its favourite abode the most secluded spots. It 1s a solitary species, more than a single pair
being rarely seen at one time, 1s excessively quiet i 1ts movements, and so tame, that in the course of my
wanderigs through the woods ot Illawarra and m the neighbourhood of the Hunter, it frequently perched
within two or three yards of me while resting my wearied limbs under a dense canopy of foliage, and
listening to the songs of the various species surrounding me. What has been said respecting the habits
and manners of the Pink-breasted Robm 1s equally descriptive of those of the present bird ; its food is also
precisely of the same kind, and 1s captured in a similar manner.

Although 1t 1s by no means rare i the localities I have mentioned, but few specimens yet adorn our Mu-
seams, and 1t certamly had not received any scientific appellation until 1 proposed the one given above,
in a letter addressed to the Zoological Society of London during my residence in New South Wales.

Of its nidification and the number and colour of its eggs nothing 1s at present known.

[t has a cheerful mwardly uttered song, the strain of which 1s very like that of the other Robins, but is
much more teeble.

The male has the forehead crossed by a very narrow band of white; crown of the head, throat and all
the upper surface dark slate-grey; chest rich rose-red, inclining to scarlet; lower part of the abdomen and
under tail-coverts white; wings and the six central tail-feathers blackish brown; the three outer ones on
each side tipped with white, the white predominating over the inner webs, particularly on the two lateral
feathers; bill and feet blackish brown ; gape and soles of the feet yellow.

The female differs considerably from her mate, having the forehead crossed by a narrow band of buff ;
all the upper surface oreyish brown; wings brown ; secondaries crossed by two obscure bands of greyish
buff ; tail of a browner tint, but otherwise marked like that of the male.

The figures are those of a male and a female of the natural size.
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PETROICA MULTICOLOR, Swains.

Scarlet-breasted Robin.

Muscicapa multicolor, Vig. and Horsf. in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 243.

Red-breasted Warbler, Lewin, Birds of New Holl., pl. 17.

Petrowca multicolor, Swains. Zool. I1l., 2nd Ser. pl. 36.—Gould in Syn. of Birds of Australia, Part I.—G. R. Gray,
List of Gen. of Birds, 2nd Edit., p. 30.

Goo-ba, Aborigines of Western Australia.

Robw, Colonists.

T'ais beautiful Robin i1s a denizen of the wide extent of country reaching from New South Wales on the
east to Swan River on the west, including Van Diemen’s Land and all the small islands lying off the southern
coast. In Van Diemen’s Land it is much less common than on the continent, and 1s also far less numerous
than 1ts near ally, the Petroica phanicea. 1 have not been able with any degree of certainty to trace how
far it proceeds northwards. I believe, however, that a few degrees from the latitude of S Sydney 1s the limit
of 1ts range in that direction.

Although closely allied to the Petroica phenicea, 1ts structure on examination will be found to present
some trifling modification, which better adapts it for arboreal existence ; and although frequently on the
ground, where 1t has much of the habits and actions of the Saxvicoline, thc low bushes and woods skirting
the open plains and sterile districts are its favourite places of resort.

[ts food consists solely of insects of various orders, its modified structure enabling 1t to capture both
aphides and swift- flying msects as well as the less agile Coleoptera.

When far removed from our native land, recollections and assoclations are strong 1ncentives to attach-
ment for any object that may remind us of our home ; hence this beautiful Robin, which enters the gardens
and even the windows of the settlers, is necessarily a great favourite ; its attractiveness is moreover much

enhanced by its more gay attire, the strong contrasts of scarlet. jet-black and white rendering it one of the

most beautiful to behold of any of the birds of Australia. After a careful (()ll]l)dlI\()ll of a large number of

specimens, I feel fully satisfied that the scarlet breast of this species, like that of the Robin of E Lurope, 18
assumed during the first autumn, and that it is never again thrown off' ; but, as might be expected, it is much
more brilliant and sparkling during the breeding-season than at any other period of the year. I have

remarked that a ahuht difference exists in the depth of the u)lomuw of specimens from the western and

eastern coasts, those from the former, particularly the females, having the scarlet more brilliant and of ereater

extent than those from New South Wales and Van Diemen’s Land ; the difference is, however, too trivial
to be regarded otherwise than as indicative of a mere variety.

Its song and call-note much resemble that of the FEuropean Robin, but are more feeble, and uttered with
a more mward tone.

I'he nest 1s a very compact structure of dried grasses, narrow strips of bark, mosses and lichens, all
bound firmly togetheér with cobwebs and vegetable fibres, and warmly lined with feathers and wool or hair :
im some instances I have seen it lined entirely with opossums’ hair ; 1t 1s generally placed i the hollow part
of the trunk of a tree, or in a slight cavity in the bark six or seven feet from the eround, but I have found

it placed in afork of a small upright tree more than thirty feet from the ground. lhc eggs, which are three

or four m number, are greenish white, slightly tinged with bluish or flesh-colour, rather minutely freckled

with olive-brown and purplish grey, the latter more obscure than the former ; these freckles are ver y generally

dispersed over the surface of the shell, but in some instances they also form a zone near the larger uul: the
medium length of the eggs 1s nine lines, and breadth seven lmes.

It usually rears two or three broods in the year, the period of nidification commencing in August and
ending 1 February.

The male has the head, throat and upper surface black ; forehead snowy white ; a longitudinal and two
oblique bands of white on the wings; breast and upper part of the belly scarlet ; lower part of the belly dull
white ; irides very dark brown ; bill and feet black.

The female has all the upper and under surface brown, with the breast strongly tinged with red.

T'he Plate represents a male and female of the natural i hed a sprio of : les of €

; [ s a male ¢ ( e natural size, perched on a sprig of a species of Corea,

which I found gwwmg on I\dngm o0 Island.
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PETROICA ERYTHROGASTRA.

Norfolk Island Robin.

Muscicapa erythrogastra, Lath. Ind. Orn., vol. ii. p. 479.—Gmel. Syst. Nat., vol. 1. p. 944.
——— madticolor, Gmel. Syst. Nat., vol. 1. p. 944.
Red-bellied Flycatcher, Lath. Gen. Syn., vol. iii. p. 343. pl. 50.—Ib. Supp., vol. ii. p. 216.—Shaw, Gen. Z.00l.,
\'{_;1. X. p. 400. pl. 32.—Lath. Gen. Hist., vol. vi. p. 209. pl. C.—Shaw, Nat. Misc., pl. 147.
Petroica pulchella, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part VIL. p. 142, male.

- modesta, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part V. p. 147, female.

[ mave been induced to give a figure of this Robin, which I believe to be strictly confined to Norfolk Island,
in order to clear up the confusion which has hitherto existed respecting 1t and the Petrowca multicolor,
with which it has been confounded. Under the impression that the two birds were 1dentical, and that
the terms erythrogastra and multicolor were synonymous, I was induced some years ago to characterize the
male of the present bird under the name of pulchella, and the temale under that of modesta, believing as 1
then did that it was a distinct species ; subsequent research has however enabled me to perceive the errors
into which I had fallen, and I now proceed to point out the differences between the two species, and to
restore to the Norfolk Island bird the term erythrogastra, originally applied to 1t by Latham. The 2. ery-
throgastra may be distinguished then from its near ally by the greater size of the bill ;5 by the greater extent
and more silvery hue of the white feathers on the forehead ; by the tall bemg wholly black, while 1n the
P. multicolor the lateral feathers are white ; by the white on the wing forming a large spot near the shoulder,
instead of a line as long as the secondaries ; and by the scarlet of the breast and abdomen being much
more intense in colour: the females of the two birds also differ from each other, the tail of the P. eryt/iro-
oastra being wholly brown, while that of the P. multicolor has the lateral tail-feathers marked with white.

The male has the forehead silvery white ; a small patch on the wings near the shoulder, under wing-
coverts, the flanks and under tail-coverts white ; chest and abdomen very rich scarlet, the remainder of the
plumage deep black ; bill black ; feet brown.

The female has the crown of the head, all the upper surface, wings and tail reddish brown ; throat white,
tinged with brown ; chest and centre of the abdomen washed with scarlet ; lower part of the abdomen and
ander tail-coverts white ; flanks brown ; bill blackish brown ; feet yellowish brown.

The figures represent the two sexes of the natural S1Ze.
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PETROICA GOODENOVII, Jard. and Selb.

Red-capped Robin.

Muscicapa Goodenovir, Vig. and Horsf. in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 245.—Jard. and Sel
ﬁcr

Pez‘mwa Goodenom Jard. and Selb. Ill. Orn., Add., vol. 11.—Gould, Syn. Birds of Austl alia, Part .

Me- nP-ge -dang, Aborigines of the mountain districts of Western Australia.

Red-capped Robin of the Colonists.

b. Ill. Orn., vol. 1. pl. 8,

Tue red crown and much smaller size of this beautiful Robin at once distinguishes it from every other
species of the genus yet discovered. Although not plentiful in any part I have visited, it is very gene-

rally distributed over the whole of the southern portion of Australia. I have observed 1t myvself 1 South

Australia and in New South Wales, and Mr. Gilbert killed 1t in Western Australia, where, however, 1t 1s very

local, for he only met with it in two spots, one in the York district and the other at Kojenup, about one
hundred miles towards the mterior from King George’s Sound. I have not yet heard of its being an
inhabitant of the northern portion of the country.

I generally observed 1t either singly or in pairs, and it appeared to give a decided preference to the beds
of dry rivulets, and to thinly timbered plains, the dense brushes near the coast never being visited by it ; it
would seem therefore to be a species peculiar to the interior of the country.

T'he whole of the actions and economy of this bird so closely assimilate to those of the Petroica multicolor,
that 1t 1s unnecessary to repeat a description of them here ; of its nidification no mformation has yet been
obtained ; but m this respect also 1t doubtless closely resembles the same species.

[t possesses a peculiarly sweet and plaintive song, very much like that of the European Robin, but more
weak and not so continuous.

I[ts food consists of mmsects of various kinds.

The male has the upper surface, neck, upper part of the breast and wings brownish black ; wing-coverts
and secondaries edged with white, forming a broad stripe along the wings ; middle of the outer web of the
quills with a narrow white margin ; forehead, crown, and lower part of the breast bright scarlet, passing 1nto
white on the vent; irides, bill and feet blackish brown ; soles of the feet yellow.

The female, as 1s the case with the females of the other species, differs much from her mate in the
colouring of the plumage, which difference will be more clearly perceived m the accompanying illustration
than by the most minute description.

The Plate represents the two sexes of the natural size.

. .,

o i

""T =
oy W e
s ¥
%
L -

g |
N (b.".é) Vi .

wll J]
. &5

A7
i

=

g'-'

| wﬂr "
1, © = 2 1_
A f@ &
* B * - ”
\ 1%) [ 5 j

i g T fj -

=

3

%&.
™o

. o

L L1 .
SRR
! e /] Yl

i
N

LRI
L

4
L=

A _ Vi
AN\\®

L ]
- o_ L ]

'.'-J

3 . ¥, » L

i 4 ¥ .,*‘.‘i .-‘-1 E
- L] w L

( .-1} k {-ﬂj i. :1&!

N B
I
“ & F“"’*

NS o'\

e

ijﬁ_“ﬂ .\{b
v, -ﬁﬂ}l JF:%
- 0/

- w A

B

b ! Ch, ® i ain -=|:‘f
i ¥
i é LN qé nasal

»
’Zéh
i_ ]
a2
L
-’
L|
:

W . N\ _

s _;? , . ) . ‘

L] & - ‘;":h

ura; .. oy %
¥ |‘.
- {-I' { ‘ s '

=

-~
.
-

A

. O

ﬁ#rl'.,
Ay

X
e ey
\® o \I7

¥ f:T

1% .
AN N

-
—
=

-
s

- o L%
oy Yol

-‘ﬁv.. ¥,

q“"

r‘r. ]

-~
e R

# %
ﬁ -

a ".?'4-

g?l':’t .-n '--'-.n:fa‘ (&‘ . '& %ﬁ
s =%} g a c‘ : , i

B el

¥

. ¥ r. ;
) -, - y
o K \\ - v |I s
LY a . & E ]
o i =" ;
- g 9 W‘—T - e -

L )

.
i\ ‘
o, B




- - h
|
e
-
i
F
i "
-
|
|
.|.\ .
o -.. -
- I
il L
T
e gl
-
.. t.
e
-




n . l" || ‘ruf Jrfi a&1ﬂhﬂ . J . . . .. .t\. . u. .. . . . u . . .urlrll . . mmw I
o] 5, 2 ] o O+ AN B4 AN Y. O A6 | A OV oM 5.\ AN
AH . u | A . b | it:ﬂ o _MMNWV fuﬁmMV : N 5 : . i . 1 ol ¥, ' ’ . i ..., 2 - 4 ’ .. [ . p .. mw Jﬁ h”mw J&m-

2 NRAB AR MR B RN NAPA NP SR AP KA B AP

Ve %
3 i
s

T 0
N i T : v+ 82 SREA |
.-...# -y re i w’ : i 1% . (4 dr F \‘_ B - ix 3 LS S ..“_..: t.,,. l‘..-.. \ . ; r E} : .._-'

C

: — :
\ — :
._ — _
m =

’ — b
_ — s
| P — )
i whl-.
) — M| &
4

_ —

— ]

, .
: — N

| —

| —

h.-

{ .||||| 1 :
_ E

f .IIII o)

—14-
-

7
AL E

W

o i A
-

-

e
i
-

=N ~R~ e A a2 R~

™

= _-.._ "‘-'..‘ '-h- 1 ',’ .--‘,_.-.

(:

“ JE—

5 AU ¢

¢ _- 4

- A :
- 3 ]

il

|-
' = v
. i = -
']
e
: 5
ol
mﬂl S o
| 3
- —
L ]
o
L -
F
_ﬂ. . ..\ #
& # -_h
. #
€ P 3
- s

[
1N

=AVAY) a W

B il -
S it s B

St
i |..Ii..r..

X
=
R S,
-y
1
W

=
¥ - Ill.ll‘.
. L
( . - : ——
.-. Ijr
-~
—_ .. —
*
r ' mn
; -
J _ ’
S
"
e -
..-..l. - '
- f.l
1| ¥
i =
A —
" e i
hi
1} '
L.... , -
~ f
( F— f
i
N I
) _ .
-
¥
LY
w
[
' >
I "
[} o 4 .ICJI.J.L L.\ll.
— .
-II.“. b a..l....}. T o
i -
F [
f
3 ’ " 5 1
. = g J g -
(I 1\r1ll1\1 i - "~ Ty 3
....-.rJ. " - — .
aw ! - . f
- .
' § o 0
" I
: -
-, e
4 3 ¥
- o o,
)
e
a A"
' =
-
\ m-.\
1, \J
- o
- |
J/

™
L &

ki






PETROICA PHMENICEA, Gowd

Flame-breasted Robin.

Petroica phenicea, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part IV. p. 105 ; and in Syn. Birds of Australia, Part 1.

Van Diemen’s Land and the south-eastern portion of the Australian continent constitute the natural habitat
of this species; in the former country it 1s very common, but in New South Wales and South Australia it
1s not so numerous, and is very local. It 1s far less arboreal than the Petroica multicolor, giving a decided
preference to open wastes and cleared lands rather than to the woods: mm many of its actions 1t much
resembles the Wheatears and other true Saxicoline birds, often selecting a large stone, clod of earth or other
substance, on which to perch and show off its flame-coloured breast to the greatest advantage. As the
season of nidification approaches it retires to the forests for the purpose of breeding, building its cup-shaped
nest i the chink of a tree, i the cleft of a rock, or any similar situation. It 1s a very familiar species,
seeking rather than shunning the presence of man, and readily taking up 1ts abode m his gardens, orchards,
and other cultivated grounds. It is to be found in the neighbourhood of Hobart Town at all seasons of the
year, and I have even taken its nest from a shelving bank in the streets of the town.

[ts food consists of msects of various kinds, which are principally procured on the surface of the ground.

It has a pretty cheerful song, uttered somewhat low and inwardly; the male generally sings over or near
the female while she 1s sitting upon her eggs.

The nest, which 1s thick and warm, 1s formed of narrow strips and thread-like fibres of soft bark, matted
together with cobwebs and sometimes wool, and lined with hair and feathers, or occasionally with fine
hair-like grasses. The general colour of the eggs 1s greenish white, spotted and freckled with purplish and
chestnut-brown : much variety occurs i these markings, some assuming the form of large bold irregular
spots and blotches, while mn others they are merely minute freckles ; the eggs are three in number; their
medium length nine lines, and breadth seven lines.

I have not yet satisfied myself respecting the changes which this specles undergoes, or what time elapses
before 1t assumes the red garb; some mdividuals certainly breed while in the brown dress, and they may
frequently be heard singing while clothed in this sombre-coloured plumage ; the Petroica multicolor, on the
contrary, would appear to obtamn 1ts red breast during the first autumn, as I have a specimen killed on the
8th of February with a fine red breast, while the colourmg of the other parts of its plumage is indicative of
immaturity.

The male has the crown of the head and all the upper surface sooty grey, except a small white spot
across the forehead, a patch of the same colour on the shoulders and the anterior edges of the tertials ;
primaries and tail-feathers greyish black, except the outer feathers of the latter, which are nearly all white ;
arey, the rest

|

the second tail-feather on each side is also tinged with white ; upper part of the throat sooty
of the under surface rich scarlet; under tail-coverts white ; irides, bill and feet black.
The female 1s uniform brown above ; wings dark brown ; tertials and wing-coverts edged with reddish

grey ; tall brown ; the outer tail-feathers on each side almost wholly white ; all the under surface reddish
orey ; 1rides, bill and feet black.

T'he young resembles the female, but has the centre of the feathers lighter, and the corners of the mouth
yellow ; bill and feet blackish brown.

The Plate represents the male, female and nest of the natural size.

¥y - T, 1 e —3 - S = =5 - i - F oy 3 u i — iy - LT - . - - - - - - " - - — e e
f ;E"h- e '\,ﬂk\" ] ~La 1l Y G A/ A1 AN T GAST 7V T IS N 240 S hu s Pa) 2 WAR™ T 7~ 7 i N B e LR 1)

‘w.!.g e AT "
¥ : h, ™ “d Wt
n - " d f_ . gr =
3 =)
.-;.‘ - f v

0 .
i

oy
¥ e‘! .JI ’ Ll

R I3

..:_}

r -
L} N ¥

-

9. W

Vo Y o

0P
f\‘
e
L2

-
g0, -?

; L2}
N (e

2,
L
o

Y
.":w

.

-.d -.x . . =
il o 2,

e
: E it

4

¥ .. AT

=2

N o

F"
s &V

:
gt
e 9

LYY}
) 4 e
[ "
. 5,_4_',
Wi

\

CA/\\S .

B N LR

'.-qa 4'-'1 : N‘;r . \\"

a N . ﬁ@
é N -

I3\
o = I

L 2
aYhE) 'Y

*17 aLiL
h

o, T oy
o MY AR
‘4' - (‘ r =

b,
-
£
LJI




=i




r&\u ¢ 1ON "4 e\ A@ KON T RANT S ﬁu m___ O\\Z/)® AN M " Gy " A | ICR &\ U (AN GG _ .
z / 2 R PATN %) g5 m, AL 3@% sﬁ mk G0 2 §a% = %, é, ﬂ.#ﬁ ﬁ.ﬁﬂﬂ,ﬁﬂ s | s 26 e @ o GP10" o ¥ 9 Lt i me BT e v [ Cc D as % T i T @ 3 .aup fn.m_ @ &, @m.; é e % R0 | & oy . | . |

i
*
-
-
’
-
.k
-
E,
-
-
-
A

mr; f

=1}

&£ A\ »

3

T Wt | g

UL

- ——

{ == ®

2 — 1E
— N[N

_ — N

i ——

_u. —

1 ilf

{ —

4 ——O £}

e
t =
-

i o

™

L}
i . L
| e . = d
_A-._ . r1+.
~ A ,
] A ] ~ \
32 i y .
-m. .y 5 St oy ..._..I.—u::-..u!.... .ﬂ._-:_ P...f..,, et S
p " - H..-.l.l y oo e ¥ -. ¥ Ly, -
. - by i .. = . : ¥ T
- ..1
9 -
i L o
- L] i - " =~ .
L3 - -.Tr.. ; . . g
v oy 1..l._.r| i — r x-.—.}&.—-_.._nkn.ﬁj <
- \ . .
ﬂ. 5 . s e - i ~ ._
. L o N - u o el
- s ) A ’ ; ]
% b . oy . T u
i L - - - q L]
£ — s " - # g w|..u....-..|-... ’ L i : # ......:
i 3 ~ T s T ......_r._:ﬂn..__ ¥ i ¢ I:.,“..
L] - -8 sl 3
e e, 2 - y = ¢ .M_In.- 1.7 L i 2 .
v , iy, : ; it - o e et gt > Ty STk £ :.».Lﬁli.i.iﬂ.uiﬂ.w_...wut..:r ;
x - % . = - e LY : gt o o b [ ....“.“. : p— g
Y R -t e ‘ X P T
f . F. r ol W
'] e h S e ! o
! bl . L i . e
I r..«._ L | - J - - :
» o .v.._.n....f.u ' - ’ >
£ .
" ' ,..._
: o
’ = 3
G — »
- % - -
. 5
lias 3 - \._._\v" ]
4 x Li
» * d |
- F |
i > \ f { v
e 1 i
.l e y _m_ L
118
nl\?...ﬂ.__\ P 21 ] - {
: - - 1 | # I|H
_., - — 13 s
- o 1 |
- s e b di J s
4 v et e 17 ¢ E 'L s
R i - i !
\ l-la.,.l-...l i | 1 .—
; e ﬁ_.umﬂuu ! \ i
G - g ¥l
- R 8 -
= v = i&«-_ " 18 v
> e - ..lu Lﬁ.f‘ hl;ﬂﬂ-l!-l-_. . 5 }
" o ,.r....n.mH.. - _.J.,:_h.i ._.—d. w { I
E Wt f R J
y = - “.ﬂu.' M | - ___.._...
o v e = .-...11... = %M“‘l h _ " ”-..H

b il

(s

|
1Y

flu -
- # ¥ o ]
[ .
y #
- = o~
y -
. — b
= §
#
{
_.
[
| .
T ey e
- .
St -
i ¥ Yoo ]
Ly T
i e
S R
= ey oy~ il J...n =l
e - B it i e .-n_. .
N e el .J_.-. i _-11?«.“._‘.-[...-_.__.% |tlu.- -
ke i Fig '® LY .-lil’..._luj.-.l-
= =

: _ - iy
F . i e
_ 1
L )

't w a5 i
- - i A -, e
p e g LAy .-
=t L -

.—l -
- i L

-~
( e

e o
#

¥ = o
.\ o

T ey

-'-
gy

__.n

ol



i




- - = L L e 1L Bl " = ., == s e S W& Ll e L el . i A T - ?'—‘*r_._ =l o Y *-i': — —_'-\..__ ri-l-:—
- i —‘.'1.; - ‘lT. = ;ﬂ‘. ® ~ ‘*{, "=__ # Y 7 1. B # -\.“ Fh‘. @ r:‘\rr'-.. I ) @ £ ‘f.:"l ﬁ' r s ‘.' % ﬁ e b "'r l_.l':‘« r‘ s ) 1 | ) ] ' ﬁ VB .i- {

PETROICA BICOLO R, Swains.
Pied Robin.

Muscicapa cucullata, Lath. Ind. Orn. Supp., p. 517

Hooded Flycatcher, Lath. Gen. Syn., Supp., vol. ii. p. 223 ? and Gen. Hist., vol. vi. p. 216°
Petrowa bicolor, Swains. Ill. Zool., 2nd Ser., pl. 43.

Jul-but, Aborigines of the mountain districts of Western Australia.

Goo-ba-mogin, Aborigines around Perth, Western Australia.

Black Robin of the Colonists.

[r we consider the Pied Robins from Swan River and the north-west coast of Austrahia as identical with,
or mere varteties of, those killed in New South Wales, from which they differ only being smaller in all their
admeasurements, then the range of the present bird will be very extensive, and in fact its dispersion over the

Australian contment almost universal. The Petroica bicalor has never been found in Van Diemen’s Land, nor
1S 1t probable that 1t proceeds so far south.

It loves to dwell in the open parts of the country rather
I have alw ays found 1t most numerous on such flats as were studded here and
there with large trees, among the lower branches of which, as well as on the oround mlmedlatelv beneath

them, 1t ml“']'f be observed (Lutnw about for insects in the most bold and active manner ; the ]et-—blaclx

than 1n the thick brushes.

mlmunw of 1ts upper surface, contrasted with the whiteness of the other parts, ren(lcmw 1t VEry conspi-

cuous, particularly when its wings and tail are displayed to their full extent.
lts food consists solely of insects of various kinds, particularly coleoptera and their larva.

T'he breeding-season commences in September and continues during the four following months ; in this

pellod two broods at least are reared. The nest, which i1s rather small and shallow, 1s formed of dried

grasses, strips of bark and fibrous roots, bound together and par tlv smoothed over with cobwebs, the

mside being lined with fine wire-like fibres, and generally a little wool at the bottom ; 1t is placed on the

dried branch of a small tree, resting against the trunk, or in the fork of a fallen l)mn(,h within two or three

teet of the ground. The eggs, which are three in number and of a rather lengthened form, are light olive

green without any spots or mar kings, but occasionally washed with brown, particularly at the larger end ;
their medium ler igth 1s ten lines and a half, and breadth seven lines and a hallf.

This species possesses a simple call-note, so feeble and weak as only to be heard at the distance of a few
t“‘(l%

The male has the head, throat, neck, back, rump, upper tail-coverts and the two centre tail-feathers deep
velvety-black ; the next tail-feather on each side black on the mner web, white on the outer web, and largely

tipped with black, the remainder of the tail-feathers white, largely tipped with black ; feathers covering the

insertion of the wing white ; wings dull black, the b(f(,()llddl‘lcs edgeds with white :

an oblique band of white
across all but the two first prinmrics near their base ;

under surface of the shoulder, breast, abdomen and

under tail-coverts white ; irides brownish black ; bill black ;

feet blackish brown.
The f(‘flllEllC has the upper surface dark bl.'()“’l]iSll_ 2rey | \'\'i]lﬂ‘s bl‘()“-'ll, “-"it]l the Ol)lique band less l)ro]]]i-

nent than m the male ; under surface light brownish grey, passing into white on the vent and under tail-

tail brown, the lateral feathers white at the base, the white contmumﬂ to near the tip on the
e\terual web of the outer feather.

coverts ;

The young n'nmedlatelv after leaviuw the nest 1s dark brown, with a str 1pe of 110 ht brown dotvn the centre
of each feather, the marlunos of the wuws and tail re h(’]l]l)lll]” those of the adult ;

upper, but becommo white as it proceeds towards the vent.

The Plate represents the male and female on a branch of the Currijong, all of the natural size.

under surface like the

I =r"s1=

B i e

— "f’l”‘p_"-:-- 1

s

“F e
g "‘1.&'

ﬁzgql j y
® . Wi 1 e

EN

Kr

wt
iy

- K - &
s
— W i
g £ Ines
» N A
F LY
[¥S »
i; -

..r"

P
B ")
) £ %
- L
] .1

N -

HER

'f“ q " “

35
~

>

A2y, N /"
-:i?ﬂ [ ﬁ$ @4&‘

I..:" - ("

£ -i'}lr'—" i '-__'_1i .l-':
:.“.-‘"r ~
A 2 * e s,

iy B 2
-

L ‘ Ak
AT .f.-!-:‘l"._ 3
SN

B ..“ ,r.

i

ﬁ@hi%n

CA7INNS) .

RAnd

¥ W -
= E\ﬁ
o

LY o W
S

e X9




o !
o M
- i}
i
i -
%
'
% :
", ¥
e
: :
r |
p
r i ._
&
‘3 1




M. _ g o 3 QS _ 7 * % V. ¢ | .& N2 8 © N 2 S\ MO Y. S ) LS OR MON SRS £ , - SAQNT/ L W _* m,.w_w.,,..,ﬁuv@«
ﬂaﬁ?%ﬂ_. : _ . e . . P | . : : : ; ; 3 o

Sl

N
a -

I

4

-
e

»

(UL

= Si N |
2| '3

iy

1

S 71 N i

%
7

le

e
/

11111

o .-_.If- T

Fre
AR M

il

Py
ALt

F s "‘/.
¥ F

e e

: P

7 0 A . /A W

-

NI

-G

= T
"

e NI 73

‘F- -

TEIPD

-
L B

G

L L
i1

2]

s
T

%)

/i

Y }h.\j - t-w

{ |
\
A

W <

L

\
AN

= =
=3
. ., —
b}
p
g .
- = 3
[l ’
- —
it -
-

s CAVLE

!
T

L Y

1}

Y s
’.-"-.I.’ , -' _J'{f r"lj" o :r':_‘ /
il

L)






‘}‘g

4 % ] - -1 i TT',-" . n - \.[1 E i~ i rl-' # “‘L“r £ ""\1 l;r hR * f_\'-" 1. = J .} = L

PETROICA FUSCA, Goud.
Dusky Robin.

Tris unadorned species of Robin is very abundantly distributed over all those parts of Van Diemen’s Land

that are suitable to its habits ; it gives preference to thinly-timbered hills, and all such plains and low

b,
orounds as are sterile and covered here and there with thickets and stunted brushwood. In 1ts manners
and whole economy it closely assimilates to the Red-breasted Robins ; I frequently observed it sitting on the
stumps of dead and fallen trees, on the railings of inclosures, gardens and other similar situations. Its
food appeared to consist solely of insects, which it swallows entire, even coleoptera of a large size.

[ts nest, which is rather large and of a cup-shape, is formed of coarse fibrous roots, small twigs, strings of
bark and dried grasses intermixed with very fine hair-like fibrous roots, wool, and the soft seed-stalks of
mosses. The size and form of the nest depend upon the nature of the situation chosen for a site; 1if a
ledge or fissure of a rock, it is much spread out, but with the inside and top very neatly finished ; the opening
measures on an average about two inches and a half, and the nest is about one inch and a quarter in depth.

The eggs, which are three or four in number, differ in colour from those of every other member of the
genus, but more nearly assimilate in tint and markings to those of Petroica bicolor than of any other. They
are of a light greenish blue, freckled and spotted with minute indistinct markings of brown ; their medium
length 1s ten lines, and l)rca.dt.h seven and a half lines.

Although T have paid considerable attention to the distribution of this species, I have never been able to
meet with 1t on the continent of Australia, or in any other country than Van Diemen’s Land ; still I cannot
positively assert that it is not an inhabitant of the Australian continent. It is very numerous about Hobart
Town, both m the gulleys under Mount Wellington, and on the opposite side of the Derwent towards
Clarence Plains.

[ts note 1s low and monotonous, without any peculiar character.

T'he sexes differ from all the other members of the genus in being alike 1n colour, and cannot possibly
be distinguished without the aid of dissection.

Head, and all the upper surface reddish brown tinged with olive ; wings and tail brown ; primaries and
secondaries crossed by a narrow line of white at the base; the outer tail-feather on each side margmed
externally, and at the tip with white ; under surface pale brown, passing mto buffy white on the vent and
under tail-coverts ; 1rides, bill and feet blackish brown.

The young 1s very dark brown above, striated with deep buff; beneath mottled brown and buffy white ;
the latter colour occupying the centre of the feathers.

The Plate represents a male and two young birds of the natural size.
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PETROICA SUPERCILIOSA, Gowd

White-eyebrowed Robin.

Petroica superciliosa, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part X1V. p. 106.

For our knowledge of this new species of Petroica we are indebted to the researches of Mr. Gulbert, who
while in company with Dr. Leichardt, during his adventurous expedition from Moreton Bay to Port
Essington, discovered it in the neighbourhood of the Burdekin Lakes towards the Gult of Carpentaria.
The following remarks in Mr. Gilbert’s Journal comprise all that 1s at present known respecting 1t :—
“ May 14th. In a ramble with my gun I shot a new bird, the actions of which assimilate to those of the
Petroice and the Eiopsaltrie ; like the former 1t carries 1ts tail very erect, but 1s more retiring 1n 1ts habits
than those birds ; on the other hand, its notes resemble those of the latter. It inhabits the dense jungle-
like vegetation growing beneath the shade of the fig-trees on the banks of the Burdekin. I succeeded m
procuring two specimens.”

Superciliary stripe, throat, abdomen, under surface of the shoulder, and the bases of the primaries and
secondaries white ; lores, ear-coverts, wing-coverts, and the primaries and secondaries for some distance
beyond the white deep black ; all the upper surface, wings and tail sooty brown ; all but the two central
tail-feathers largely tipped with white ; bill and feet black ; 1rides reddish brown.

The Plate represents the two sexes of the natural size. )
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DRYMODES BRUNNEOPYGIA, Gowd

Scrub Robin.

Drymodes brunneopygia, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part VIII. p. 170.

I piscoverep this singular bird in the great Murray Scrub in South Australia, where it was tolerably
abundant ; I have never seen it from any other part of the country, and it is doubtless confined to such
portions of Australia as are clothed with a similar character of vegetation. It is a quiet and inactive
species, resorting much to the ground, over which and among the underwood and low stunted bushes it
passes with great ease; 1t appeared rarely to take wing, but to depend for security upon its dexterity in
hopping away under the dense underwood of the most scrubby parts; I have, however, occasionally ob-
served 1t to mount to the most elevated part of a low bush, and there pour forth a sharp monotonous
wlistling note, not very unlike that of some of the Pachycephaline ; indeed it was its note that first
attracted my attention and led to 1ts discovery. When on’the ground, and sometimes when perched on a
twig, 1t elevates its tail considerably, but not to the extent of the Malur:.

This new form evidently belongs to the Sawicoline, and has many habits in common with the members of
the genus Petroica.

The sexes are alike i colouring, but the female is much smaller than her mate ; the young, as will be

seen 1 the accompanying Plate, resembles the immature Petroicas in the character of its plumage.

Head and all the upper surface brown, passing into rufous brown on the upper tail-coverts ; wings dark
brown, the coverts and primaries edged with dull white ; primaries and secondaries crossed near the base
on their mner webs with pure white ; tail rich brown, all but the two middle feathers tipped with white ;
under surface greyish brown, passing into buff on the under tail-coverts ; irides, bill and feet blackish brown.

The Plate represents an adult male and a young bird of the natural size.
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EOPSALTRIA AUSTRALIS.
Yellow-breasted Robin.

Muscicapa Australs, Lath. Ind. Orn. Supp., p. L.
Southern Motacilla, Motacilla Australis, White’s Journ., pl. in p. 239.
Southern Flycatcher, Lath. Gen. Syn. Supp., vol. 1. p. 219.—Shaw, Gen. Zool., vol. x. p. 369.—Lath. Gen. Hist.,
vol. vi. p. 216.
Pachycephala Australis, Vig. and Horsf. in Linn. Trans., vol. xv. p. 242.
Muscwpeta, sp. 156, Muscicapa Australis, Less. Traité d’Orn., p. 385.
Eopsaltria flavicollis, Swains. Class. of Birds, vol. i1. p. 250.
~ Australis, G. R. Gray, List of Gen. of Birds, 2nd edit. p. 45.
Yellow-breasted Thrush, Lewin, Birds of New Holl., pl. 23.
Eopsaltria parvula, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part V. p. 144. female ?
‘ellow Robin, Colonists of New South Wales.

T'u1s 1s a very common species 1n all the brushes of New South Wales ; I also observed it in most of the
gardens 1 the neighbourhood of Sydney, as well as in those of the settlers in the interior. It is very
Robin-like 1n 1its actions, particularly in the habit of raising its tail at the moment of perching, and
the sprightly air with which 1t moves about. It is by no means shy, and may often be seen crossing the
garden walks, perching on some stump or railing, regardless of one’s presence, at which time the fine yellow
mark on 1ts rump 1s very conspicuous. Its powers of flight are but feeble, and are seldom employed to do
more than enable 1t to flit from bush to bush or from tree to tree, in a peculiarly quiet Robin-like manner ;
never displaying the restless activity of the Pardalotes, Acanthizas, and many other tribes of birds. Its food
consists entirely of insects, which are more frequently taken on the ground than on the trees.

It breeds in September and October. The nest is a beautiful, compact, round, cup-shaped structure,
about three inches in diameter and an inch and a half deep, composed of narrow strips of bark, wiry fibrous
roots, and i some Instances grasses ; the outside held together with cobwebs, and sparingly speckled over
with mouse-eared lichen and small pieces of bark, hanging loosely about it ; the inside of the nest is ge-
nerally lined with leaves, but occasionally with portions of the broad blades of grasses. It is gencraflly
placed 1n the fork of some low tree in an open or exposed part of the brush, is a neat structure, and some-
times so nearly resembles the bark of the tree upon which it is constructed, that it is almost impossible
to detect 1t, so extraordinary 1s the instinctive power of imitation with which the bird has been endowed.
The eggs are usually two 1n number, of a bright apple-green, speckled and spotted all over with chestnut-
brown and blackish brown, the latter tint being much less conspicuous than the former ; they are nine lines
long by seven and a half lines broad.

It 1s not migratory, and so far as 1s known, is confined to the southern and eastern portion of the country.

The sexes are alike 1 colour, but the female 1s somewhat smaller in size : the young on leaving the nest
has the plumage streaked and spotted very similar to that of young Robins, but obtains the plumage of the
adult at an early period.

Head and all the upper surface, wings and tail, with the exception of the rump, very dark grey ; chin
white ; all the under surface and rump wax-yellow ; irides, bill and feet black.

The figures are of the natural size.
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EOPSALTRIA GRISEOGULARIS, Gowd

Grey-breasted Robin.
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fopsaltria griseogularis, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part V. p- 144 ; and n Syn. Birds of Australia, Part IV.

L8 ¥/,

Gam-boore, Aborigines of the lowland districts of Western Australia.

THE fact of one species representing another, as they are frequently found to do, on opposite sides of large n
continents, 1s In no instance more clearly exemplified than in the two species of the genus Fopsaltria 1n-
habiting Australia, which, although closely allied in size, structure and colouring, as well as in habits
and economy, inhabit very different countries, one being confined to the eastern, and the other to the western
portion of the continent. 16
The Lopsaltria orseooularis 1s abundant in every part of the colony of Swan River, inhabiting thickets
and all spots clothed with vegetation of a brush-like character. ¢ In its actions,”’ says Mr. Gilbert, ¢ this
bird 1s very like the Robins, being much on the oground, and when feeding constantly flying up and ﬁ
perching on a small upright twig. It does not appear to be capable of great or continued exertion on the
Wing, as 1t 1s rarely seen to do more than flit from bush to bush. [Its most common note much resembles _ |
the very lengthened and plaintive song of the Estrelda bella, but differs from it in being a double note often ff_' i
repeated ; 1t also utters a great variety of single notes, and during the breeding-season pours forth a short |
but agreeable song.
‘““ The nest 1s very difficult to detect, the situations chosen for it being the thickly wooded gum-forests of :
the mountam districts and the mahogany forests of the lowlands ; from the forks of the younger of these '
trees a great portion of the bark generally hangs down in strips 5 and in the fork the bird generally makes
its nest of narrow strips of the bark bound together with cobwebs, while around the outside a quantity of
dangling pieces are suspended, giving it the exact appearance of other forks of the tree ; the inside of the I
nest has no other lining than a few pieces of bark laid across each other, or a single dried leaf, large
enough to cover the bottom. It breeds in September and October, and lays two eggs, which are more
lengthened in form than those of Lipsaltria Australis, and are of a wood-brown obscurely freckled with
yellowish red, ten lines long by seven lines and a half broad.
“ Its stomach is muscular, and its food consists of Insects of various kinds.”
The sexes are precisely similar in outward appearance. £
It 1s stationary in Western Australia, but the extent of jts range over the continent is not yet known.
Crown of the head, ear-coverts, sides and back of the neck, and back grey ; throat and chest greyish )
white ; abdomen, rump, upper and under tail-coverts rich yellow 5 wings and tail greyish brown, the extreme ‘ifi
tips of the latter edged with white ; bill dark horn-colour ; irides very dark reddish brown s legs and feet
dark olive-brown. ‘
T'he figures are male and female, of the natural size. V.
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