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attention of the bird being arrested by the apparent mtrusion of anothe
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: ] %, when the : » : -
weon anong the bushes, wi anwe of the gun: if the bird be hidden from view by tle

|:l| :
attracted within the

of its own sex, it will be e shrill whistle, will :'mu-mll_r induce him to show himself fur
surrounding "-L'Ill'f'?“-. ""':"l f'““"!l"'ljlil:‘l " i1I|: a way and sprightly air upon some neighbouring branch to g5
ey .llj.. [.-“I|H1I|““ rl:lal::uzl:.“,;;-{ advantage I||1u=.r he taken of this t'il'i'lllil"‘lil|.|'5"' i“f””'jl'“”'.'l}H or the next
et I'|I }““ way down the gu illy.  So totally different is the shooting of this bird to anything
it may  be hall-wa

sxpert shot nnuld have but 1
The Menura seldom, if ever, attempts to ese ape

moment ittle chanee until well l.‘.‘iil("l'il'llt‘(‘(l i:|| the

rII'EIl'li:HL'Il i f'.l',ru:-]w, that the most ¢ l

i ; i : |I'L|Hrh of the bird.
culiar nature of the country and the

5 e FUnning. None are so cfficient I.IHZI]IIi.l]II]II'r

|||||-.|'|r by its extraordinary power of

Ly flight, but easily eludes
naked black, whose noiseless and «lidin
his hand he rarely allows it to escape, and i many instances he will evey
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g steps enable him to steal upon it unheard and
:-|:n.*l.'l||:!'||:- as the

uu|n'1':-|.-i-.4--:|. and with a gun 1n

kil it 1.-.-'||:I| his own weapons. - ¢ meh: i G
Tl ird is of a -.l.'||'||a-|'i||-.' 1|ix|:-n'l1lll:ll1. ani :I][|II|”-'-1|" it |:'“:'1'“l.|'|:.ll l"‘"ltlh to the same h”lhh" 1t 1s con
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versing it from one end to the other, from mountam-top to the bottom of the gullies,

stantly c-:lu:ﬂ_{i'il i tran . . g g
st p and rugged sides present no ahstacle to its long less and powerful muscular thighs; it is alsg
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'|1"|rl|' of |:lli‘1'|-lll'li.'lil"" extraordimary |r;|i|-: amnd I have heard 1t state d that it will SPring ten feet perpen-
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dienlarly from the ¢ eround. It appears
torether, and these only i a sinele instance 3 they were hoth males, and were chasing each other round
LTy : X

» be of solitary habits, as I have never seen more than a pair

v then to utter their lond
and round with extreme |-;|;|||:||f:'-1 "]"i"'“”ll.II in play, pat ISINg every now and shrill

calls : while thus employed they carried the tail horizontally, as they always do when running quickly

through the bush, that being the only |n|='LI':¢>.‘| i which this great organ could be I5'“‘“‘-"ll-lf'llﬂh'r' borne at
such times.  Among its nany enrious habits, the only one at all "'[’i”"“”"'l‘”l-'-' to those of the Gallivaces is
that of forming small round hillocks, which are constantly visited during the day, and wpon which the male
15 L'n.‘;ll:l'||:|i|} I|';||.|i||i||:.‘.i|r the same time erecting and s[ares ading out its tail in the 1I5I4'I~| ‘..’I‘;Ii'c'ﬂl.] minner sl
uttering his various cries, sometimes |J:||:|'i||:' forth his natural notes, at others mocking those of other hirds,
and even the howling of the native doz or Dingo. The early morning amd the evening are the periods
when iI -|~ o=t anmmated and :ll.'-'-i'll.'.

It may truly be said that all the beauty of this bird lies in the plumage of his tail, the new feathers of
which :||I|='-L‘:|1' in February or March, but do not attain their full beanty and perfection until June; during
this and the four sueeceding mowths 1t 15 moits finest state @ after ‘.h;= the feathers are gradually shed, to
be resumed agam at the period abovestated. T am led to believe that they are all assumed simultaneously,
ln. the fact of a native having brought to my Ciumpr i ‘-iII'I'iIIII.'rI with a taill not more than six inches longr,
the feathers of which were in embryo, amd all of the same lengih. Upon reference to my Journal 1 find
the 1'|-”c|'.'.i:|'_1' nobes L [peT the Hii!'llil."L'!. st Mar. 14, !.--I'Il.'i'llllll'.l e, several Memwras lalled rl.lllé’l_'t . their
tails not so fine as ||'-="-' will be.,”  “ Oet, 25.—1 find this bird is now losing its tail-feathers ; ill!ll.i,jllirt"'ill',"_'
from appearances, they will be all shed in a fortnich

\ithough upon one oceasion I foreed this bird to take wing, it was r||-:-|'|~1_x for the purpose of descending
a gully, and I am led to believe that it seldom exerts this power unless under similar circumstances. It
is particularly partial to traversing the trunks of fallen trees, and frequently attains a considerable altitude
fl_'- L] |JII- from branch to branch. lll'!|'-'|5'l'lll|l.'.'lf|} of its lowd full call, which I hee hesrd |'L~'l.l'1'|w1':11itzs_f
over the gullies to the distanee of at least a quarter of a mile, 1t POSSCSSES i inward and varied song, the
lower notes of which ean only be lieard when you have .-ul-pl--mllulj} approached to within a few varils
the bird doring the time it 15 singing,  This animated strain is i'J'x-t|||t-|||l_'.' dizeontinued :L|5||'||||I|_'.'.h antl again
commenced with a low, inward, snapping noise, ending with an imitation of the loud and full note of the
satin Bird, and ;|E'.'.'.1:.'~ aceompanied with a tremulous motion of the tail.

The food of the Menwra drpears o consist ]H'irll'i|:lil|t_'n' of 'L|L.-|'|'-‘-C. |I:'.I‘fil'[|[."il']:t 1.'l'!|1i|]¢'|]l‘=- anil {'I)]l'njll{‘!'il:
I also found the remains of shelled snails in the rigzard, whieh is very strone and museular.

I regret that circumstances did not admit of my acquiring a perfect knowledee of the nidification of
thiis very singular bird 3 T never found the nest hut onee, and this unfortunately was after the hreeding-
season was overs but all those of whom T made |||.;l||||;||~.. respecting it, asreed in assuring me that it is
cither placed on the ledee of a projecting rock, at the base of

a tree, or on the top of a stump, but always

near the gromnd 3 and a ecedar cutter whom T met in the brushes informed me that he had onee found :

nest, whi 1= o ‘ i - . i
I hich, to use his ODWI expre S101, Wis “huilt like that of a IIIS.LfiI'.I'. ilf|:lII|:_{ that it contained |r|||

one ege, and that npon his visiting the nest again some time afterwards he found in it a newlv-hatched

young, which was he Ipless and destitute of the power of vision,  The natives state that the eges are two

in number, of a light eolour, freckled with spots of red.

Ihe nest seen by myself, and to which my attention
wis drawn by my black companion Natty,

Wils |1|i|['l.'l!| on the ||I'|||||5r||.‘1|1 l“'i”l of a rock, in a situation

iite ceclnded oap e 3
quite secluded from observation h Wind, but alfording the bird a commanding view anid e sy retreat in front ;

it was deep and "~|I.l|ZIlI!| like a basin, and had the
formed outwardly of sticks, and lined with the

Creneral |:'!|||||."~-_':- brown : the

appearance of having bheen roofed ; was of a large size,
mner bark of trees and fibrous roots.
secondary wing-feathers nearest the bady,

upper tail-coverts tinged with rufons ;
much richer during the breeding

Fs il fi | and the outer webs of the
remainder rich rufous brown - i ; i

chin and front of the throat rufous,
seiason 3 all the under surfiee
vent s upper surface of the tail blackish lir

ternal web of the onter feathoer -

brownish ash-colour, becoming paler on the
own ;. under surface sily CLY ey,
the inner webs of these
which at first appear of a :|.|1L:“ tint,

rll'l.'|||||-|||"" Ve dark on the ex-
teathers fine rufous, crossed by numerons bands,

but on close i mspection prove to be e |Iur|1. transparent ; the margin

h and nostrils black : irides blackish |
Blackish lead-colour - less and foet black, the

of the inner web and tips black : bill r ba l tl d

wrown 3 bare space round the ey

scales mes
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Ihe female differs in wanting the singey; uly formed ta; |
i
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