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PANDION LEUCOCEPHALUS, Goud i
White-headed Osprey.

Pandion leucocephalus, Gould in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part V. p. 138 ; and in Syn. Birds of Australia, Part I11.
Yoon-doo-doo, Aborigines of the lowland districts of Western Austraha.

Joor-joot, Aborigines of Port Essigton. | A
Little Fish Hawk, Colonists of New South Wales. e

Fish Hawk. Colonists of Swan River.

Tue White-headed Osprey, though not an abundant species, 1s generally diffused over Syeny portion of
Australia suited to its habits 3 I myself shot it in Récherche Bay, at the extreme south of Van Diemen’s Land ;
and Mr. Gilbert found it breeding both at Swan River on the western, and at Port Essington on the nor'thel:n
shores of Australia. Like its near allies of Europe and America, of which it 1s a beautiful representative 1n
the southern hemisphere, 1t takes up its abode on the borders of rivers, lakes, i.nlets of the sca-, and the
small islands lymng off the coast. Its food consists entirely of living fish, which 1t procures'])re(nsely a‘fter
the manner of .t.thother members of the genus, by plunging down upon its victim from a considerable height
‘1 the air with so true an aim as rarely to miss its object, although an immersion to a great depth 1s olne:
times necessary to effect 1ts accomplishment. lts prey when secured 1s borne oft to itsﬁ usual rest}ng-
place and devoured at leisure. Wilson’s elegant description of the habits and manners of the Amerlca.n |
bird is in fact equally descriptive of those of the present specles. Il’]depen(h?nﬂy .of its white hfa-ad, tl'ns ik
species differs from its near allies in the much lighter colouring of the tarsi, which are yellowish white
slightly tinged with grey. o | . |
The nest being of great size is a very conspicuous object ; it is composed of stl(‘zks varying from the size
of a finger to that of the wrist, and lined with the softer kinds of sea-weed. It 1s usl,lall.y placec'l g the
51111'1111'1{0.‘5 2 rock. but is sometimes constructed on the top of a large FEucalyptus ; always in the vicinity of
water. A nest observed by Mr. Gilbert in Rottnest Island measured fifteen feet 1n circumfere‘nce. The |
ros are two in number, of a yellowish white, boldly spotted and blotched with deep rich reddish brown,
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which colour in some specimens 18 SO dark as to be nearly black ; other spccinle:]s again .a.re clouded 1with
laree blotches of purple, which appear as if beneath the surface‘ of .the shell. The medium length of the
egos is two inches and five lines, and the breadth one inch and nme 11{'1(35. | | | |
When near the water its flicht is heavy and flapping, but when soaring aloft at a great altitude 1ts actl(?lls

are the most easy and gmcefui imaginable, at one moment appearing motionl‘ess, and at alloth(;’fl‘ performl.ng
. series of beautiful curves and circles, apparently for mere enjoyment ; for from the great h‘el.ght at which
they are executed it is hardly to be conceived that the bird can be watching the motions of 1ts finny prey
in the waters beneath. | | |

Crown of the head, back of the neck, throat, abdomen, thighs and under tail-coverts white ; 'feathers of
the chest mottled with brown, and with a dark brown mark down the centre ; ez.-lr-coverts and' sides of t}le
Jeck dark brown ; back, wings and tail clove brown, each feather of the baf:k with a narrow circle of wh‘lte
at its extremity ; primaries black ; bill black ; cere and base of the bill bluish lead-colour; feet pale bluish
white ; irides primrose-yellow m some, bright orange in others ; claws black.

The figure 1s about two-thirds of the natural size.

o
L ]
1 iy
% i
|' ¢ r
L 1
o LT
% NP
h'- -
. =
e | A
F’J:., 1
. .
4 )
. { X
.“'Il
i t
e, .
5, _
K. .."
- !
“
]
a
(=
I r * ]
E ]
L= F §
-
f
! Ly 1
- 1]
Ui G
. I-‘ " 4 -
¥ _1.';3’ ol
;
I_:
"J" ":‘_
I &
e _
" 1]
i e
w Al =
[
W ]
1 -
; i ®
’ % ;
e & |
L o
i i
\ .
3
.
n LA
.
L [ "
— o 4 P em
b !
’ _—
o #
A
A * 4
' L]
=
- 5 =
- sl |
-F N
-
e .
e . 9
»

» J‘@* -
P! P R T T

& ;:) TH{ 7 e
) i
- ) ‘ L

&
L

-
&
" 9
k 4 *"i\- b Tt

- - /7 7/ 3
= iy £ i, ¥ '&E‘J i 4?,. ® [.{I\... L
£ y i, S W L » . LA e fl » i o | e ».h o - : g ;
‘ Y 7 | t y ‘ % : ) ; g \C} ' & A £ % P T VLR e L i BATIONNE) o BV A ) .. &
: - ry . L g PARIY - e R = 5 JMAY g M g (XL 6. s S '”_' e 7 .« 9 17 gl ;‘“\Ll} =3 'W . o S B VLA, 22 - - e e A -
Ao\ =N L N\e Vi (& A ®)Sw. cLmYe N (& AN G Wi eslmaa W (O A G\ RN  FOW MR ARI N O A O\ Al ( ~
N ) - E%ME) _ i ) e " n & e W) . {‘Z"‘




