YT AN I &Y Ml
ASZET - R

5-’
4?‘?’3“4 o ag

Q.-* _)q 1‘ .
ot \'3)._'1

f?‘ » A

1 K g

. s ,_J-f‘TrI'j-rlf.T

- &

™

i , L -
\_; ” g "’_f L B AN
s L] W
% La.‘i-‘
-

N

o ._f e Rl S " I d = gl PP - . . =
L8] o | -
B ¥ oy )
L 1 ) ¥, -_.':i‘ i [ ]
- - # - ¥ ! O - Y '] ] .
¥ . = 7 L L . 1
. o { ‘ v - a¥ i = 3 - - L
[ 1 - .
§ : ) b " o . < .
Ly o F ¥ -| == E - Ll 4
- ko i L i i ! |' i
- CR
oy : 3 L
J = - = . e
[ - . ¥ ] 1 i
L] L " - \ 1 .
) ) ’ - , . { . 4
- - L = i ' ”
) . . y . | | B L
- 3 u '
- " — - - - - - — - .

S e = e T e et —

— e i . e g g e ol e et g - —
= > - - ¥

‘.- ’2
e <

i
i * 3
Ay

1 :ijq,‘r

4

. - - i .
- e — R — - & — e, SR ok -
x= e = S——
=i i.-.l:-- - i S - i - S R
. *
e i e e T

S TR L R e L
pr— ——— A - W T————r

b 3 a_.':"‘::':"-"::-":‘-:'-- =3 t\"‘\ Se )
e .. ooy - i Ly .
"i‘ = 'ii-'1‘ _ ‘\_ -. | ¥ ﬁ pe .\\ .\l:.'ﬂ! h:_-_...'. l‘h\ \
S AN A N \ Lo ¥ AN A e P
. v S— UL . LD . _-"-LL;-J-M'&.U.;.LH-—-—‘\_J...I el gl - 8L LY. o Od S208)

. T?‘:ﬂl:).r. { ?*’{:; :":;:; ? 7o) “‘;;:i ‘| ?* b |/ : (‘y H;“ '. ’{.___” *__’:i'},f '4 NE.'I (5y W 3) Al ® G
'._. & ’ N Ve " e - * o
Xexell I

[nhabits the neighlmurhood of Port KEssimgton, 1s much smaller than G. tranquilla, but m colour and marking

is precisely similar to that species.
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437. Geopelia cuneata Vol AVESp s
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«« A1l that we read or imagine of the softness and innocence of the dove,” says Captain Sturt, ‘is realized in
this beautiful and delicate bird ; 1t 1s common on the Murray and the Darling, and was met with in various parts of
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the interior. Two remained with us at the Depot m latitude 39° 40', longitude 1427, during a great part of the

winter. and on one occasion roosted on the tent-ropes near the fire. 1ts note 1s exceedingly plaintive, similar to,

y,

hut softer than, that of the turtle-dove of Europe.”

Genus MAcroPYGIA, Swains.

A oenus the members of which are distributed over India, Java, New Guinea, Ceram, the Moluccas, Australia,

&c.”7 OnlyTone “species, M. Phasianella, has yet been found 1n the last-mentioned country, but others may be

-
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discovered when its eastern and northern parts have been more fully explored.
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438. Macropygia Phasianella
The interior of the dense brushes are the favourite haunts of this bird, but 1t occasionally resorts to the crowns
of the low hills and the open glades of the forest, where it searches for its food on the ground ; on bemg disturbed

it flies to the branches of the nearest tree, spreading out 1ts broad tail at the moment of alighting.

(zenus Dipuxcuvrus, Peale.

Since I drew and described this most anomalous form, under the name assigned to it by Sir William Jardme,
two important facts have been ascertained respecting it, viz. that it is identical with the bird described by Mr.
Titian Peale of America under the name of Didunculus, and that the Samoan Islands and not Australia 1s its true

habitat.

Didunculus strigirostris.

Viol, N 27

439. Gmathodon strgirostris, Jard.

Family MEGAPODIDE, ¢. R. Gray.

The wenera Talegalla, Leipoa and Megapodius form part of a great family of birds inhabiting Australia, New
Guinea, Celebes, and the Philippime Islands, whose habits and economy are most singular and differ from those
of every other group of birds which now exists upon the surface of our globe. In their structure they are most
nearly allied to the Gallinacee, while in some of their actions and in their mode of flicht they much resemble the
Rallide ; the small size of their brain, coupled with the extraordinary means employed for the incubation of their
eoos, Indicates an extremely low degree of organization.

The three species of the family inhabiting Australia, although referable to three distinct genera, have many

habits in common, particularly in their mode of nidification—each and all depositing their eggs in mounds of earth
and leaves, which, becoming heated either by the fermentation of the vegetable matter, or by the sun’s rays, form
a kind of natural hatching-apparatus, from which the yvoung at leneth emeree fully feathered, and capable of

sustaining life by their own unaided efforts.
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