PTEROCLES FASCIATUS.
Banded Sand Grouse.
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Pigeon of Europeans.
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Pawnted Whistling Grouse or Rock

Or all the known members ot the genus Pterocles, this is by far the most richly coloured ; so beautiful in
fact are its varted and conspicuous markings, that they have obtained for it the distinctive appellation of the
Painted Sand Grouse. It has usually been confounded with a nearly allied African species, the P. quadri-
cinctus of M. Temminck ; the two birds are, however, quite distinct, and are, I believe, strictly confined to
their respective countries ; the P. fasciatus to India, and the P. quadricinctus to Africa.

The Pterocles fasciatus appears to be very generally diffused over India, but to be not so numerous as the
P. evustus. Captain Boys’s collection contained many fine examples, procured at Suckteysghur in March
1840, and 1n his ¢ Notes” he remarks that ¢ this species 1s a solitary one, and is only met with in pairs
among brushwood and jungle m the viemity of water ; when flushed 1t makes no noise excepting that pro-
duced by the action of the wings during flight, which 1s swift and dogging ; the late Hon. F. J. Shore killed
both sexes at one shot, at Jubulpore, June 30, 1830.”

“This handsomely plumaged Rock Grouse,” says Mr. Jerdon, ““1s to be found 1 suitable localities
throughout India, but is by no means a common or abundant species. Unlike the Plerocles evustus, which
delights in bare and rocky plains, this bird is only to be seen in bushy and jungly ground, and prefers the
neighbourhood of low hills. It 1s always met with in pairs, and when flushed rises with a low chuckling
call, takes a very short flight, and alights. It sometimes, if followed, runs a short distance, and 1s raised
again with great difficulty. Its food consists of various hard seeds, and the natives invariably assert that
both this and the common Rock-grouse feed on gravel alone. It breeds during the hot weather, laying two
or three eggs of an olive colour, speckled with spots of olive-brown and dusky, and of a long cylindrical
shape, equally rounded at both ends. Its flesh 1s delicate and well-flavoured. Thou.gh 1t do?s not occur 1n
sufficient numbers to induce the sportsman to follow it alone, yet beating the low jungles for other game,
a pair or two are occasionally flushed and shot.” Colonel Sykes states that it is ¢ rare, and met with only
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