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LIST OF PLATES.

VOLUME 1V.

Nore.—As the arrangement of the Plates in the course of publication was impracticable, the Numbers here given will refer to them

when arranged, and the Plates may be quoted by them.

\

PLATE PART DATE.
1. Tesia cyaneiventer Blue-bellied Tes1a X. June 1858.
2 ,, castaneo-coronata Chestnut-crowned Tesia s 2 >
3. Rhopophilus pekinensis Chinese Rhopophilus XXV. March 1873.
4. Suya lepida Little Suya : : VII. April 1855.
5. Dumetia albogularis White-throated Dumetia X1I. June 1860.
0. s hyperythra Buff-throated Dumetia s s s
7. Orthotomus longicaudus Tailor-bird : . XXV. March 1873.
8. Staphida torqueola Grey-headed Staphida XXIII. March 1871.
9. Stachyris pyrrhops Red-eyed Stachyris XV. June 1863.
10. » ruficeps Red-headed Stachyris XXV. March 1873.
11. Ixulus castaneiceps Chestnut-headed Ixulus XV. June 1863.
112 ,, occipitalis Thick-billed Ixulus XIV. May 1862.
I} ,, flavicollis Crested Ixulus s s
14. Yuhina occipitalis Rusty-naped Yuhina XYV. June 1863.
15. Lelothrix luteus Fork-tailed Lelothrix I11. June 1851.
16. s argentauris Silver-eared Lelothrix XIV. May 1862.
177 ,,  laurinae : . . . XXXV, August 1883.
18. Siva strigula Striped-throated Siva XIV. May 1862.
19. ,, cyanouroptera Blue-winged Siva 9 s ‘s
20. Myzornis pyrrhoura Red-tailed Myzornis VIII. May 1856.
21. Cinclus Asiaticus Asiatic Water-Ouzel . XI1I. June 1860.
29 ,,  Pallasi Pallas’s Water-Ouzel )s 9
23" - sordidus Sombre-coloured Water-Ouzel s N
24, ,»  leucogaster White-bellied Water-Ouzel .\ s
25 2 Cashmeriensis Cashmerian Water-Ouzel s %
26.  Dromolaea picata Pied Stone-Chat : X VII. April 1865.
27 5 opistholeuca White-tailed Stone-Chat = ol
28. Saxicola capistrata Grey-capped Stone-Chat X ol s
29, ., leucomela Black-and-White Stone-Chat ! e
30. ,, ~montana Mountain Stone-Chat = v T
31. ,, atrogularis Black-throated Stone-Chat r el
32. Rhodophila melanoleuca Black-and-White Bush-Chat X VIII. April 1866.
33. Pratincola leucura White-tailed Bush-Chat » Sl
34. s Indica Indian Furze-Chat XV. June 1863.
35. Grandala ccelicolor Celestial Grandala : XI1V. May 1862.
3 Ruticilla erythrogastra Great White-capped Redstart UL June 1851.
37. s erythroprocta . Coal-black Redstart VIII. May 1856.
38. Calliope camtschatkensis Siberian Ruby-throat . XXXI. July 1879.
39. s pectoralis IHimalayan Ruby-throat - " Y
+40. ” tschebalewl Mongolian Ruby-throat v o o
41. Accentor montanellus Mountain Accentor XX March 1871.
42 5 rubidus Ruddy Accentor " " ..
3. ,j, erythropygius Red-backed Accentor ’ 5 2




—m y S TG Y Y A 9. AOF AN A AN BT A AR ROF BAST R ENOR KON NS
e . o ---f*-r"ﬂ s e ‘\‘p ¥ .\ ‘lr‘ . :a ,?;“}'J . i 2
AN T IR T < =TI ol G Vil (o YW @) 2l A \r i %, 4y e U by ’% & a0l e
) 2SS . C? @ i @w % a:}, .'@?h “W, ¢ ﬁm \Bf{f’f f: "‘3‘_%2‘-' ’f o\ X '»"f 2 . r
1 5 ;_.‘sif R 'ﬁ«\ LRI N R M N AP va ot
LIST OF PLATES.
PLATE PART DATE.
il U X7 52 ol
44. Accentor Nipalensis Nepaul Accentor VII. April 1855.
45. . nnmaculatus Blue-shouldered Accentor . | s " "
46. i Rubeculoides . . Red-breasted Accentor 5 . -
47. . strophiatus Banded Accentor . . . - s "
- 3 - . % 3 By O
48. " atrogularis Black-throated Accentor . : X. June 1858.
49. . Altaicus Altaian Accentor . . . s - ..

XX VI. August 1874.

Nepaulese Wren 1V. Nov. 1852.
Spotted Wren XXXIYV. January 1883.

Long-tailed Hill-Wren : : ,s > "
XXXIII. February 1882,

X X. April 1868.
I1. Jtll}' 1850.

50. Sylvia nana Desert Whitethroat

51. Iroglodytes Nipalensis
2. Anorthura formosa
v 53. Urocichla longicauda . .
v 54.  Sphenocichla Roberti . . Robert’s Wedge-billed Wren
55. ., Humii . . Hume’s Wedee-billed Wren
Spotted Creeper

6. Salpornis spilonota
Nepaulese Creeper

07. Certhia Nipalensis
58. - Himalayana Himalayan Creeper . : . % )5

X VII. April 1865.
X X]. April 1869.
October 1853.
May 1861.

09. Phyllopneuste tristis
60. Regulus himalayensis
61. Motacilla Maderaspatensis

[Himalayan Golderest . . ;
Great Pied Wagtail . . . V.
Deccan. Wagtail . . . XIII.

62, 1 Dukhunensis
6. o personata Masked Wagtail : . . " . =
64. DBudytes citreoloides Yellow-headed Wactail . . A VII. April 1865.

Indian ’I‘roc-l’ipit . , . ” . ..

65. Pipastes agilis
April 1869.

66. Anthus cervinus
Limonidromus Indicus

Red-throated Pipit . | . AN
X1V.

\Y% allcﬂated Wagtail

May 1862.

Lunated Forktail . , . XNVIII. April 1566.

68. Knicurus maculatus

69. i, cuttatus Spotted Forktail . . . o " s
70. _._. Chinensis Chinese Forktail . . . . : ‘
71. - Scouleri : . Scouler’s Forktail . : . . s :

Long-billed Calandre . . XIX. May 1867 .

/2. Melanocorypha maxima
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TESIA CYANEIVENTER, Hodgs.

Blue-bellied 'T'esia.

Tesia cyanwenter, Hodgs. Journ. Asiat. Soc. Beng., vol. vi. p. 101.—Gray, List of Spec. and Draw. of Mamm. and
Birds presented to Brit. Mus. by B. H. Hodgson, Esq., p. 62.—Blyth, Journ. Asiat. Soc. Beng.,
vol. xi. p. 182, and vol. xiv. p. 586.—Ib. Cat. of Birds in Mus. Asiat. Soc. Calcutta, p. 178.—Gray and
Mitch. Gen. of Birds, vol. 1. p. 156, Testa, sp. 4.—Bonap. Consp. Gen. Av., p. 2567, Teswa, sp. 1.—
Horsf. Cat. of Birds in Mus. East Ind. Comp., vol. 1. p. 179.

Saxicola olwacea, McClell. .n Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part VIIL. p. 161.

Tesia auriceps, Hodgs.—Blyth, Journ. Asiat. Soc. Beng., vol. xvi. pp. 137, 474.

Tee-see of the Nepalese (Hodgson).

WhEN figuring such an interesting form as that to which the term 7esi« has been given by Mr. Hodgson,
the ornithologist inwardly wishes for an opportunity of visiting its native country, that he might be able to
observe and to place on record some account of its habits and mode of life, which could not fail to be
interesting.

The 7esia cyanewenter 1s a rare species, and but few collections contain examples, except those of the
British Museum, the Honourable East India Company, and the Asiatic Society at Calcutta, i all of which
the natural history of India 1s well represented. It 1s in the rich countries of Nepal, Sikkim, and Assam
that this little, almost tailless bird 1s to be found in a state of nature, and where 1t must present a very
odd appearance, whether seen on the ground, or during its short flights through the dense and humid
bottoms of the woods 1t 18 known to mhabit. |

This bird appears to have been described by Mr. Hodgson under two different appellations, namely
cyanwenter and auriceps, the former of which 1s the one generally adopted.

So far as we yet know, no difference occurs 1n the colouring of the sexes.

Head and back of the neck deep yellowish olive ; remainder of the plumage deep bluish grey, washed on
the back and on the edges of the wing-feathers with deep yellowish olive ; the bill appears to have been
olive above, yellowish beneath ; the legs fleshy.

The Plate represents this little bird of the size of life, the ficures being taken from specimens in my own

collection. The plant 1s the Epimediwm pennatum.
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TESIA CASTANEOCORONATA.,

Chestnut-crowned 'Tesia.

Sylvia castaneo-coronata, Burton in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part III. p. 152.

Teswa castaneo-coronata, Blyth, Journ. Asiat. Soc. Beng., vol. xiv. p. 586.—1Ib. Cat. of Birds in Mus. Asiat. Soc.
Calcutta, p. 179.—Gray and Mitch. Gen. of Birds, vol. i. p- 156. pl. 47. fig. 1, Tesia, sp. 3.—Bonap.
Consp. Gen. Av., p. 257, Tesia, sp. 2.—Horsf. Cat. of Birds in Mus. East Ind. Comp., vol. 1. p. 179.

Teswa flavwenter, Hodgs. Journ. Asiat. Soc. Beng., vol. vi. p. 102.

Olgura flaviventer, Hodgs. in Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part XIII. p. 25.

T'His species i1s even more diminutive than the Zesia cyanewenter, yet it has a somewhat longer tail ; dimi-
nutive, however, as it is, it plays 1ts part in the economy of nature in the countries it is destined to inhabit
—Sikkim and Nepal, where every variety of anmimal life is to be found, from the huge Rhinoceros to the
hittle bird forming the subject of the accompanying Plate, each of which has its own province to fulfil, and
each being equally worthy of the attention and admiration of the naturalist.

S s = = T 2 e | . . 4

“ These singular birds,” says Mr. Hodgson, speaking of both species of 7esia, ¢ are peculiar to the
mountains, and dwell in moist woods where there is plenty of underwood ; they are solitary, silent, live and
breed on the ground, and feed on seeds, cravel, and msects ; the stomach is thick, almost a o1zzard.”

Like the 7% cyanewenter, the 1. castaneocoronata is rarely found in our collections ; its diminutive size
and the remoteness of the localities it frequents doubtless rendering it difficult of acquisition. Nearly all
the examples that have been received in Europe were collected by B. H. Hodgson, Esq., a gentleman, than
whom no one has added more largely to the stores of our museums, and whose researches are worthy of
being recorded among those who have rendered themselves most eminent for their devotion to the study of
natural history.

| q‘ L ® L ]
Crown and sides of the head chestnut-red; upper surface, wings and tail dark olive; under surface

yellow, brightest on the chin; bill brown above, yellow below ; feet flesh-colour.
The figures are of the natural size.
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RHOPOPHILUS PEKINENSIS, Swink.

Chinese Rhopophilus.

Drymeeca (?) pekinensis, Swinh. in Ibis, 1868, p. 62.
Rhopophilus pekinensis, Swinh. in Proc. of Zool. Soc., 1870, pp. 436 & 443, 1871, p. 362.—David, Nouv. Archiv. du
Mus , vol. vii., Bull. p. 7.

I am indebted to Mr. Swinhoe for the loan of a fine specimen of this new species, which was procured near

Pekin.  The following brief note, in which he introduced the bird to the scientific world, 1s extracted from
‘The Ibis’ for 1868, pp- 61, 62.

“The second novelty from Pekin belongs to the Drymecine, and seems to occupy a place close to Suya,
trom which, however, it differs in having fwelve rectrices mstead of zen. I do not know to what restricted
genus to refer it, and will, therefore, for the present place it under Drymeca1n its broad sense. The occur-

rence of one of this group so far north is so worthy of note that I propose to name this bird Drymeca (?)

pekinensis, sp. nov.”

Subsequently, in his communications to the Zoological Society of London, published in their ¢ Proceedings’
above quoted, he speaks of the same bird as Rhopophilus pefinensis, but gives no reason for the change of
the generic appellation, and does not state whether it is a new term proposed by himself. Indeed, when
speaking of a journey north-westwards through the valley to the Black-Dragon temple (which is considered
especially sacred by the Pekinese, and twice each year is visited by pilgrims, who make the journey of thirty-
five miles from Pekin on foot, prostrating themselves at every step) he merely says, ¢ On the hills we saw
small parties of Rhopophilus pekinensis (mihi) flitting along the tops of bushes, singing sweetly;” and in a
subsequent page, ““Near Yunglo’s tomb Rhopophilus pekinensis was whisking about its long tail on the tops
of bushes, uttering a loud whistle, Its eyelid was madder-red, and its irides washed with yellow 5 upper
mandible light brown, lower one yellowish white ; legs brownish flesh-colour, tinged with yellow.”

The following is Mr. Swinhoe’s original description of this bird :—

“ Upper parts olive-grey; feathers on crown, back, and ramp broadly marked in the middle with
black, and tinged with rusty maroon ; those of the sides of the neck grey, spotted with rusty; supercilium
pale ; cheeks brownish, with an indistinct black moustache-streak below the ear-coverts ; quills light brown,
edged with whitish ; two middle tail-feathers olive-grey, brown near the shafts, and edged with whitish ;
remainder of the tail-feathers blackish brown, edged externally with white, the external one being white at
the tip and on its apical outer edge, and the shafts of all white beneath ; underparts dingy white, streaked on
the sides of the breast and flanks with rusty maroon, the same colour pervading the sides of the abdomen and

tibize, and slightly tinging the belly and vent ; axillaries rusty white ; the under surface of the wing tinged
with the same.”
The figures are of the natural size.
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SUYA LEPIDA.

Little Suya.

Prima lepida, Blyth, Journ. Asiat. Soc. Beng., vol. xiii. p. 376.

Drymowa lepuda, Blyth, Journ. Asiat. Soc. Beng., vol. xvi. p. 460.— Ib. Cat. of Birds in Mus. Asiat. Soc. of Calcutta,
p. 123.—Gray and Mitch. Gen. of Birds, vol. i. p. 164, Drymoica, sp. 64.

Suya lepida, Bonap. Consp. Gen. Av., p. 281.—Horsf. Cat. of Birds in Mus. East Ind. Comp., vol. i. p- 327.

As the singular little bird here represented was the first contribution to Indian ornithology sent to this
country by my son, 1t will always be regarded by me as an object of especial interest, and the more so, as
prior to the present time the species was extremely rare m our collections ; and my own was destitute of any
example. T'he specimen in question was transmitted to me in a letter, dated ¢ Kurrachee in Scinde, Oct. 5,
1804,” accompanied with the following remark :—

‘““ Enclosed 1s a curious little bird which I shot on the sea-shore. What is its name ? It frequents the
low salt-marsh plants that arow at the edge of, and even in the water. It is extremely difficult to shoot, and
when shot, equally as difficult to find ; it runs among the roots, and occasionally perches on a twig, gives
forth a wheezy feeble song, and mstantly drops into the thicket. The eyes are dark.”

The only other note respecting this species on record 1s from the pen of Mr. Blyth, in the thirteenth
volume of the ¢ Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal,” where he states that ‘ this bird inhabits low
scrub, mtermixed with tufts of coarse sedgy grass, growing 1n sandy places by the river side, and it frequently
flies out to feed among the thin herbage growing along the margins of the sand-dunes.”

Since the receipt of the specimen above-mentioned, additional examples from the same source have
reached me, and have been forwarded, with some other species of birds, to the Museum of the East India
Company i Leadenhall Street, where all my son’s future collections, or such portions of them as may be
required for the Collection, will be deposited.

There 1s no perceptible difference in the colouring of the sexes, but I find that in one of the specimens
last recewved, which 1 consider to be a youthtul bird, a wash of yellow pervades the greyish-white of the
under surface.

General colour of the upper surface light olive-grey, with a dusky streak down the centre of each feather,
broadest on the head and back ; wings light brown, margined with olive-grey ; upper surface of the tail
famtly banded with narrow transverse dusky lines; under surface pale, with whitish tips, behind which is a
dusky band ; lores, a slight superciliary stripe, and the under surface oreyish-white ; irides brown ; bill brown,
fleshy below ; feet fleshy-yellow.

The figures are the size of life.
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DUMETIA ALBOGULARIS, Btk

White-throated Dumetia.
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Malacocercus albogularis, Blyth, Journ. Asiat. Soc. Beng., vol. xvi. p. 453.

Dumetia albogularis, Blyth, Cat. of Birds in Mus. Asiat. Soc. Calcutta, p. 140.—Layard in Ann. and Mag. Nat.
Hist., 2nd. ser. vol. xii. p. 272.—Horsf. and Moore, Cat. of Birds in Mus. East Ind. Comp., vol. 1. p. 403.

Lomabia hyperythra, Jerd. in Madras Journ. of Lit. and Sei., vol. x. p. 261.—Id. Ill. Ind. Orn., 7th page of text to
pl. 19.

Pellorneum albogulare, Blyth, Journ. Asiat. Soc. Beng., vol. xxi. p. 357.

Tvmalia albogularis, Gray and Mitch. Gen. of Birds, vol. iii. App. p- 10, app. to p. 228.
Shah Dumri of the Hindoos, Jerdon.

Punduv pitta (2. e. © Pig-bird ”) in Telugu, Jerdon.

To see this bird in a state of nature, one must pay a visit to the southern portion of the peninsula of
India ; 1if looked for in the north, it would not be found. Like many other of the species inhabiting the
Madras Presidency, this bird 1s also found in Ceylon, but, I believe, not very abundantly, and 1t 1s somewhat
local there. We are indebted to Messrs. Jerdon, Blyth, and Layard for all we know of the habits and
manners of this bird ; and it is only justice to those gentlemen to give their observations in their own words.

“This bird,” remarks Mr. Jerdon, I have seen but very seldom ; once at the top of the T apoor Pass in
thick jungle, and in the neighbourhood of Jaulnah in jungly district, in thick hedges and thickly wooded
nullahs. From the dense nature of the bushes it frequents, it 1s with difﬁcu]ty observed and obtained. I
have generally seen it 1n parties of five or six, occasionally giving out a low and indistinct sort of chattering.
Fragments of various msects were found in the stomachs of those I procured. It 1s called Pund: jitta, or
Pig-bird, m Telugu,—a name given from its habit of making its way under the bushes, never showing itself
above.”

Mr. Blyth states:  Its note considerably resembles that of Mualacocercus caudatus, except 1n being pro-
portionally weaker.”

“In Ceylon,” says Mr. Layard, ‘it 1s confined to the vicinity of Colombo, and is not uncommon ; it is
cenerally found in small flocks about the cinnamon and other low bushes, creeping about in search of
isects.” |

‘T'here appears to be little or no difference in the colouring of the sexes, the numerous examples that
have come under my notice being all similarly coloured.

Forehead pale rust-colour, faintly striated with a lighter hue ; all the upper surface, wings, and tail very
pale brown, the inner webs of the primaries somewhat darker, and the tail-feathers crossed by indistinct
bars of the same tint, only seen in certain lights ; chin and centre of the throat bufty white, remainder of
the under surface deep fawn-colour.

The ficures are of the natural size.
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DUMETIA HYPERYTHRA.

Buff-throated Dumetia.

o

Gen. of Birds, vol. i. p. 228, Timalia, Sp. 8.—De la Fresnaye, Mag. de Zool. 1835, Ois. pl. 40’
Dumetia hyperythra, Blyth, Cat. of Birds in Mus. Asiat. Soc. Calcutta, p. 140.

T'vmalia hyperythra, Frankl. in Proc. of Comm. of Sci. and Corr. of Zool. Soc., part i. p. 118.—Gray and Mitch.

How frequently have we occasion to regret not having access to the typical specimen when there occurs any
doubt as to the identity of a rare or little-known species ! Major Franklin described a bird in the © Proceedings
of the Zoological Society * for 1831, now nearly thirty years ago, under the name of Zimalia lyperythra.
Unfortunately the specimen he described from cannot be discovered, and I fear is no longer in existence.
I have regarded a bird which I find in my Collection, procured in Central India by the late Captain Boys,
and which bears on its label the name of Dumetia hyperythra, as probably the same as that of Franklin ; at
all events it closely agrees with his description, and I have therefore ficured 1t under that name. It is
nearly allied to D. albogularis, but differs from that bird in its somewhat smaller size and 1n the absence of
white on the throat, and in having the crown of a deeper rufous tint, striated with buffy white.

Mr. Blyth states that the D. Ayperythra inhabits Central India, and that the specimens in the Museum of
the Asiatic Society at Calcutta had been procured 1 the Mednapur jungles.

I have quoted the Baron de la Fresnaye’s figure and description of a bird which he has called D). lype-
rythra, with a mark of interrogation, as I am very doubtful as to its being a representation of my bird, or
that described by Franklin.

Head rusty red, striated with bufty white ; all the upper surface, wings, and tail very light brown; the
mner webs of the primaries somewhat darker; under surface rich tawn-colour, deepest on the sides of the
chest and breast.

The figures are of the natural size.
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ORTHOTOMUS LONGICAUDUS.
Tailorbird.

Motacilla longicauda, Gmel. edit. Linn. Syst. Nat., tom. i. p. 954.

Orthotomus longicauda, Swinh. Zool., 1858, p. 6229.—Idem, Proc. of Zool. Soc., 1871, p. 351.

- phyllorrhapheus, Swinh. Ibis, 1860, p. 49 ; 1861, p. 32; 1862, p. 258.—Idem, Proc. of Zool. Soc.,
1863, p. 294.—Gray, Hand-1. of Birds, part i. p. 195.

Mr. Freperic Moorg, in the Monograph of the genus ““ Orthotomus,” submitted to the meeting of the
Zoological Society of London on the 28th of February, 1854, and published n their ¢ Proceedings” for that
year, enumerates only nine species of this form, while the late Mr. G. R. Gray, in his recently published
‘Hand-list of Birds,” extends the number to thirteen or fourteen. One or other of them has been
commented upon by the earliest down to the latest of our ornithological writers on eastern birds, OWIng:
to their singular habit of sewing together the leaves of growing plants to form receptacles for their nests,
and thus securing their frail structures from falling to the ground or being blown away by the wind.
The Ingenuity displayed by the ¢ Tailorbirds,” as they are called, is so well known to every schoo]-boy that
a minute account of it is quite unnecessary, especially as the accompanying illustration will at once enlighten
through the sense of sight any one who may be unacquainted with the subject.  Whether there are nine or
fourteen species, as enumerated by the authors above mentioned, is a question which can only be solved when
the entire group has received a more careful mvestigation than would seem as yet to have been given to it.
Oue species, 4. longirostris, has been assigned to New South Wales by Swainson ; but I may affirm with
certainty that no bird of this form has yet been discovered in that country ; neither has the O. Higelii of
Pelzeln a better claim to a place in the fauna of New Holland. It is only when numerous examples of both
sexes of every species are laid side by side that the specific characters of each are discernible and can be
carefully noted down. A question has for some time existed in the minds of ornithologists whether the
common species frequenting India and the one so abundantly spread over South China are identical or not.
Mr. Swinhoe, in his Revised Catalogue of the Birds of China, published m the ¢ Proceedings of the Zoolo-
aical Society’ for 1871, remarks, < Gmelin’s name ” Lot longicauda] applies specially to the China bird ; so
that 1ts Indian ally will have to take the next in priority of its numerous synonyms.”’

T'he figures of the birds on the opposite Plate having been taken from Chinese specimens, and that of the
nest copied from a drawing made in China, there can be no doubt of their representing the true 0. longi-
caudus, which Mr. Swinhoe states ¢ is an abundant resident from Canton to Foochow ;” and in his notes on
the ornithology of the latter district he says ‘“ the little Tailorbird cheers up his mate with his well-known
note as the contented pair thread their v ay through the close bents of the long coarse orass "—and further
remarks, 1 a paper read before the Literary and Scientific Society of Amoy, November 17, 1857 :—
“The most diminutive of all the birds is the little Tailorbird (Orthotomus), remarkable for its long pointed
bill, which serves as a needle in sewing leaves together round its nest; the underside of a long leaf of the
Alpimia nutans 1s often chosen, the edges of which are drawn together by thread made of spider’s web and
fibres. The pfettiest construction of the kind I have seen was a nest flanked in by three orange-leaves, and
placed at the extremity of a bough of an orange-tree. The bird is called Mang-tang-a in the vernacular.”

The following 1s Mr. Swinhoe’s description of a male shot at Amoy on the 22nd of February :—

““ Forehead ferruginous, eradually changing to olive-brown on the head ; back bright olive-green ; WIng's
and tail hair-brown, the coverts margined with olive-green, the primaries with yellowish olive-brown : round
the neck and all the under surface, including the edge of the shoulder, ochreous white, darker on the flanks
and buff’ on the tibiee ; bill pale flesh-colour, dark hair-brown along the culmen ; irides buff s @ narrow circle
round the eye pale yellow ; legs and toes pale yellowish brown.”

“The two central tail-feathers of the male gradually lengthen until May, when they are about an inch and
a half or so longer than the others, which are all somewhat graduated ; I observe that these lengthened
feathers soon become worn, and usually drop after the first nesting, to be replaced by others only shightly
longer than the rest.”

The figures and the representation of the nest are all of the natural size.
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STAPHIDA TORQUEOLA, Swin.

Grey-headed Staphida.

Swa torqueola, Swinh. in Ann. and Mag. Nat. Hist., 1870, vol. v. p. 174.

WaeN I published my Plate and account of Mr. Moore’s Jrudus castanerceps 1 felt convinced in my own
mind that the bird had been placed in a genus to which 1t did not belong, if indeed, it could be assigned
to any one that had then been proposed.  Since that period Mr. Swinhoe has discovered another
species of the same form, and, like Mr. Moore, placed 1t in a genus (Swa) to which it does not pertain ;
this error, however, he has now corrected, as will be seen from the note with which he has favoured me, and
which 1s given below. In future, therefore, the Zrulus castaneiceps will stand as Staphida castaneiceps, and
the present bird as . zorgueola. The former is supposed to be a native of Afghanistan, or the Khasia Hills,
while the latter was obtained in China. So little is known respecting both these birds that we are unable
to state 1f there 1s any difference in the colouring of the sexes, and are in an equal degree 1ignorant of their
habits and economy. The present species has a grey crown, while that of S, castaneiceps (as the name
implies) is of a chestnut-brown : they also differ in some other respects sufficiently to convince any one
conversant with the study of birds that they are distinct specles.

The following is the note by Mr. Swinhoe above referred to :—

“1 was wrong in referring this species to Hodgson’s genus Siva. It is most like an Zvwlus with a deeply
graduated tail ; and on comparing it with Zvudus castanewceps, which is of similar form, the two birds might
with propriety be placed in a subgenus, for which I would recommend the name Staphida. 1 have nothing
to record of the North-China bird, as the only two specimens I have procured were brought by a hunter, in
December 1867, from the Tingchow Mountains, about one hundred miles north-west of the island of Amoy.

“ Crown greyish brown, each feather edged with bluish grey and having a pale stem; from the base of
the under mandible, under the eye, and round the nape runs a broad line of chestnut-brown, most of the
feathers with a central white streak ; back, scapularies, and rump olive-brown, with the shafts of most of the
two former whitish ; tail-coverts of a deeper hue; under surface white, tinged with bluish grey ; tibials
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deep olive-brown, the same colour, but of a lighter shade, marking the central flanks and more shightly, ’_.
in the form of obscure bars, the sides of the breast ; vent-feathers blackish brown, with shafts and 9}"',
broad tips of white; axillaries white, with a brown- and white-barred carpal edge; under edges of the :
quills pale salmon-colour ; wing-feathers hair-brown, margined with reddish olive, the three inner tor- 3

tiaries having white shafts and margins ; tail deep hair-brown, the four outer feathers tipped with white,
increasing outwardly, and on the two outermost i1‘1cluding the external web ; bill light brown 5 legs, toes,
and claws brownish flesh-colour.”

““ Length about 5 inches : wing 2+7, tail 2:4 5 bill, to gape, ‘09, breadth of base 22 5 tarse *66.

““ The tarse is thick, and the hind toe and claw strong ; the other claws are smaller, cultrated, well-curved,
and sharp.
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