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Dr. von MippeEnNDORF has ventur He e :
: I S ventured an opinion th: \ Jhoe i o
pinton that the bird I have hgured on the 144th Plate of mv

‘ Birds of Kurope’ as the fen : s ST :
e O > temale of Budytes citreola is different trom that described by Pallas under the

name of Motacilla citreola o' e AR .
citreola. 1 regret to say that, as there are no Russian specimens in this countryv. I am
| ] (

unable to institute a comparison and determine whether this be really the case or not. Mr Jerdon, in hi
; . ¢ . 3 _ . ) . . . . - # i : ih ’ b
recently published ¢ Birds of India,” has treated the Indian bird as identical with the Siberian, but, in a note

at the end of the concluding volume. savs N e S T |
g , says, the former,  writes Mr. Blyth, is distinet from Budytes citreola

vera, and will stand as B. citreoloides, Hodgs.” If this be the true state of the case, I was in error in

employine the specific term eitre At e b dSE e e e . ¢ RS - : :
ploying l eola for the birds represented 1 the ¢ Birds of Europe,” my figures having

been taken from Indian examples.
The Plate which I now publish contains a correct representation of two fully adult birds, In summer

plumage, which were killed on the peninsula of India, and for which I have retained Mr. Hox oson’s name
hu. : W C

of B. citreoloides. 1 may remark that all the specimens from India with bright vellow heads do not at

the same time possess such jet-black backs as shown in the lower figure in my Plate : this latter hue
seems to be seasonal, and is doubtless characteristic of the male in the nuptial dress ; for I have specimens
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with rich-yellow heads in which the back is arey, while 1n others it is partly grey and partly black. Little
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has been recorded respecting the habits and economy of this beautiful bird. Col. Sykes informs us that it
has the habits, manners, aspect, and size of B. melanocephala, and that, like that species, 1t 1s solitary, anc

only found in the vicinity of rivers ; but he never saw the two birds in company. Larvae of insects and
greenish mud were found in the stomachs of those he examined. He believes that this species, together
with B. melanocephala and B. Beema, all possessing the long hind claw, do not habitually perch, but, like
other birds furnished with a similar claw, nocturnate on the ground.

“This migratory species,” says Mr. Jerdon, ‘ which is remarkable for the great length of its hind claw,
1s found over all parts of India, during the cold weather. It is not very abundant, and is never found in
dry places, like the Budytes viridis, but on the banks of rivers and lakes, and more particularly in swampy
ground or in inundated rice-fields, apparently affecting concealment more than the other species of this
group. It has been seen in its breeding-plumage at Mussooree, and 1s then a very beautiful bird.”

Dr. Leith Adams observes that this bird i1s common in the Deccan, Punjab, and Scinde, and is equally
numerous in marshes and wet situations in the Valley of Cashmere, and m all similar places i Ladakh.

In the full breeding-plumagc, the head, neck, breast, and under surface 1s rich yellow, with a wash of
olivaceous on the flanks ; back jet-black ; wings dull black ; the primaries edged with grey, and tllrc tertiaries
margined with white ; wing-coverts black, broadly tipped with white, forming two bszl:@ ::1('1'(.)55 the “‘il-lf__{':
under tail-coverts yellowish white; tail black, with the outermost feathers on each rjld(* white, excepting
a portion of their inner web and the extreme base of the outer ; bill and feet black ; 1rides brown.

The female has the head, and those parts which are black m the male, of a dark grey hue, a stripe of
fined.
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yellow over the eye, and the white margins to the wing-feathers less de : | ity
: . e et e Face dinov \'hif(‘, with a tinge or vellow 1n
Young birds have the upper surface brownish grey; under surface dingy w . | ¢ S
: 1o : a streak i e the eye, 1orenead,
05 . o ; dev < . | white on the WIng j and a streak above \AZ ;
some specimens, and a gorget of dusky spots ; less
chin, and ear-coverts yellow.

The Plate represents the two sexes, of the size of life.




