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Natterer of Vienna, the Prince Massena, the Earl of Derby, the Baron de la Fresnaye, the Zoological
Society of London, the Viscomte DuBus, the Directors of the Royal Museums of Berlin, Leyden and
Paris, and the Museums of Neufchatel and the Academy of Sciences of Philadelphia; all of whom
have, where necessary, most liberally lent me even unique specimens for illustration, besides which

my own collection has been from time to time enriched by the addition of several new and undescribed

specles.
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All the members of this group are strictly American, and by tar the greater number of them are natives of

that portion of the continent lying between the 30th degree of North latitude and the Equator. Four species
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are now 1ncluded 1n the fauna of North America, and four have been discovered in Brazil: some few extend
their range to the larger of the West Indian Islands: the late researches among the Andes, particularly

i Peru, Bolivia, and the neighbourhood of Santa Fé de Bogota, have made us acquainted with several
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others ; and 1t 1s 1n the countries contiguous to that vast mountain range that additional Species may most

pm[_mh]}‘ yet be found.
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f > members of this group are of very general interest to U’l‘iilfli()lO{;‘]HTHj 1s evidenced by the fact
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lat several writers have given a synoptical list of the species with which they were acquainted. Not more
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Ppe: ) known to Linneeus, by whom they were mcluded 1n his genus Zefrz0. Latham,

in the eighth volume of his ¢ General Historv of

Birds,” published in 1823, enumerates nine species, two

of which beine sv e e ! |
ch being synonymous with others, the number is reduced to seven. At the first Scientific Meetine of
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’ Jth of November, 1830, Mr. Vigors stated that nine species

were then known, to which he
, ’hich he added Ortya neowenus (flinis, ¢ ‘
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Y : ). affinis, at the same time expressing his doubts

as to whether they mig )t Drove el |

y might not prove to be females oy young males of Or¢ya Sonnini; or O cristatus< and it has
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since been ascertained that his
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J. neovenus 1s the female of O, cristatus 5 but his O. affinis will, 1 believe,
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§ . Lesson was the next : . W ey PR : P
ext author who gave a list of the species of this group,

3 of which he ' et S ,
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less than thirty-five spee: : B eac e vl apprehend, be prepared to learn that not
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: * Proceedings of the Zoological Society” and cen lately described by myself in the
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: various continental publicat:c e ; SSON  anc atterer 1n
£ l l Vieillot was the first author who perceived the propriety of ]
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Guianensis of Gmelin; a fact. wich B lontophorus for the Zetrao \
acl, with which Mr. Stephe !

| S T 0GR Thermry oy S
the term Ortyz for the Ao : ‘ YEEn unacquamnted when he proposed
‘ —& American Partridges collectively |

\ _._,n . i __.""* s b L]
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