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Paradoxorms Heuder, David, Comptes Rendus ‘ 1
v | C ) VAN - en(].llh., IXX y | ned :
. _ 1 V. p. 1449.—Id. Rev. Zool. 1872, p. 359 ; J. Verr. N. Arch.
Mus. 1x. Bull. pl. 4. fie. 2.
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From a very (,(ul}Eperm(l of my ornithological career I have always been led to expect to see a true B 6% { |
( alam()p/ulus. h()m. astel E] Asiay but }1p to. the present time this has never turned up. On the other hand,
anew and highly interesting sedge-loving bird has lately been described by Pere David, and skins forwarded
x ¢ . Y > | ?- | ‘, : i i " _ } ; ?. Y. o . ': . | ! -!
to this country for Mr. Swinhoe’s collection. I herewith offer my best thanks to the last-named oentleman i;
for the loan of these specimens, and am sure that the birds now ficured will be full of interest to the ornitho- f.' f Y8
logical public. In colour, general markings, and softness of plumage the present bird is almost similar to it
| g : 3 s - 2 & e . - o * Y | ',: : : : ; P
our own Reedling ; and 1t 1s principally w 1ts larger size and Paradowornis-like bill that the greatest differ- ¥ ( L
ences are observable. |
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The following 1s an extract from the original account of the species by Pere David :—* Pere Heude, a 3 1*
missionary at Shanghai, actively busies himself with studying and collecting the natural productions of the
province in which he resides. Among the birds shown to me by him during a recent visit to that town, are
several not vet included in the ornithological catalogues of Chinese birds. I now refer speciallyto a very |
interesting form belonging to that curious group of insectivorous birds which 1s represented in Eastern Asia s
by the genera Conostoma, Cholorms, Paradoxornis, and Suthora. The bird I allude to appears to me to be
termediate between these last two genera, and might perhaps constitute the type of a new one. | range it
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provisionally with the genus Paradoxornis, of which it exhibits the most important characters. Pere Heude Pl e
having permitted me to take a description of the bird, which is unique mn his collection, I hasten to transmit 950,
it, feeling that 1t is at the same time my duty to dedicate this new species to him by the name of Paradox BT e
ornis Heuder.” . l o ol “}iw
My kind friend Consul Swinhoe has also comunicated the following extract from a letter received from {
Pere Heude, and dated ¢ Sikaiwei, Sept. 20th, 1873.” He writes: The Kiang-Sou Paradoxorms frequents 11
the large reeds. When they are cut down 1t takes refuge in those which are kept in a reservc; stor}e 1nf tl e R
\ R | . nowledge, the length of the i =
enclosures of gardens &c. ; I have not seen it on bushes. It extends, to my‘ k} owledg ,l e g :
£ peogee oA Kiano. on the edge of the great lake Hang-tse. 1t
Yang-tsze river from Kin-Kiang to Nanking and Kew-Kiang, or | ]? : a p o ]:-l,s( A
; b v 7o akine a oreat noise when climbing up the dry reed-stalks, which ) eY
flies in company, like its near ally Suthora, making a great noise whe : lb P | % -- :
. LR ' y. and then passing on to another. S TS e
it attacks vigorously from the bottom, examining each stalk to 1ts tep, ¢ p o ' RSN
Tl bline ¢ re-ri-ri, sonorous and melancholy. When one 1s fully accustomed to the note it can be o ol
soneg 1S a warbling ° re-re-ri, S sl : : HERT PR
5e11? & ( ] (d f : far, tl | birds calling to one another without ceasing. 'They are very easily approached,
stinguished from arar, the D o T : - : : i€ @
and are not wild. Length ol malc S
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T o oo lioht differences between these lu 5% s
are extreme ; and there are slight | AR |12
The accompanying descriptions are from Mr. Swinhoe's Sp ¢ : e o | |+ ‘P -
¢ | = luallv assuming a lilac shade on the interscapulary region as | e
Adult male.—Head and hind neck grey, gradually assuming a - Ak dek b D o e ops,
+ ' hestnut back, the upper part of which is slightly streaked with dark brown . PiVD
it passes off into I8 chedintb DACH, : “1es of the neck; lores and sides of face light 1y XN
: line of black extending down the sides 0 a . 150,07 P
side of the crown a narrow Iine i .ot oo oad with lilac 3 upper breast chestnut-maroon, the rest of il N
greyish white ; throat white ; fore neck Whltlb(lll, tmé,]( . 1l of ’the -bdomen and under tail-coverts ; under ffii _ j% 7
& . < y mi > ' it \ ) “h;. ‘-':,@ .
| : YL r. lichter down the ; > ARV Y
the under surface fulvous fawn-colour, lig . . upper wing-coverts deep chestnut-maroon ; quills sepia- __ 'i O B
. , : 1 ¢ o l S '].]SO the Cd(re Of the wilg » Ip : 5 f th o <1 1::}‘\2
wing-coverts whitish, as - line round the tips and some way up the margin of the inner o™
| d wi 1s, extending . o| 927
brown, externally washed with rufor fo8 ﬂ? he innermost broadly black in the centre, the half of the |
' daries margined with whitish bufl, T3¢ ¥ ol the sides of the back; R
S8 the seconcarics 6 h. forming a distinct longitudinal streak down the side , 1[50
‘ - - N rth, forming : - : : LA &
 ner web white for its whole length, 5 o ik with conspicuous white tips to the feathers, _ f
4 ail-coverts paler; : . S0
rump straw-coloured, the upper ta . P entre feathers fulvous fawn-colour, deeper on the margins. HYes
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more or less shaded with fawn-colour, tl 1 1o, and with a much smaller bill; all the colours less i
: than the Mmalt, _ : Fokes ,. §
QR e o e d the head nearly niform with the back, having only a very
.ok absent, an
ntensified, the maroon of the back absent,
shight tinge of grey. . the Plate, and are life-size.
Both sexes are represented in the Flate,
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