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SIBIA MELANOLEU CA, Tickeu.

Black-and-White Sibia.
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Sibia melanoleuca, Tickell, MSS., unde
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Stbia melanoleuca, Blyth, Journ. As. Soc, Beng. xviiii. p. 413 (1859), Crav: Hedbs ¢ 1

. . 792868 )~Hume and D dacs, Stray Feathers 187‘8 | ) oo‘;y’ Tabr g W
bz.bm }?zcam, Tickell, Journ. As. Soc. Beng. xxviii. p. 451 ,..._H.“r,dd;n | It : 11 '] i 0 .

Malacias melaa}mZeucus*, I“Iume, Slil'av Feathers 1879, : Q'}'_ g 1, 1D1S, 1866, P. 30«
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an altitude of 6600 fee o f :
i I feet. It was first described by Mr. Blyth in the Asiatic Society’s Journal for 1859 : and
mmediately atterwards Colonel Tick o : yurn: 29 3 anc
Jy alt irds U 1 Lickell himself contribated a secor <.
nsell cont ed a second description of the same b;
L e . : LES e same bird under the
name of Sibia picata, which Hed canin nder the
picata, which of course cannot be allowed stanc “' i
: a1 wed to stand. Colonel Tickell savs th: '

: . | Ickell savs that ¢ e
evidentlv exceedino G = : | _ Says that 1t was
L y ] :mbly rare, or confined to elevated peaks; a pair only seen, of which the male was see i

I‘Te y Ell]( r(lSt CSQ, “?it]l El ])l‘att]. - i . ¥ : o/ - _ ’ ( Y ( } 'lll‘C( ©
k ~ ttling whistle like . capistr sSal : 1 q:
L . capistrata. Incessantly hon - and fitt:
S ; - ssant nne and flittine ;
stunted trees found at that altitude (6600 feet).” e o g about the
Mr. Davison writes :—¢¢ This xR
¢ E] / jk :'_""'_" : al ¢ TEY Ot . .
. ]t tes I'his pretty Sibia was common about the higher parts of Moolevyit especially w]
1€ jungle was ope fou S S __ : G ntim e 1ere
jungie was open. I tound it very partial to the trees about the * Salians.’ of campines
tans, camping-grounds.  Tts

T'H1s elegant bir :
gant bird was discovered by the I: "‘ % iy e _ S
y the late Colonel Tickell on the plateau of Mooleyit, in Tenasserim. at
)

note resembles th: A B el . :
iy les that of Sibia capistrata, and 1s a single long-drawn clear-soundine whistle, soundine Il
whee-e-¢ e-00,” the “whee’ beino ver 1 D - | - P i Hig like
| | )€1 ery much prolonged, the ‘00’ she At r
5 . sed, the ‘00" short and abrupt. Wi
= = ® : : - * / le X7 O p
Mooleyit, the birds were breeding, and consequently were always found in pairs TII ir food i I e
. N : : | . ; J 1( alrs. ICII To0d consists quite
1S muc ‘ e : L - Sts quite
( ch of small berries as it does of Insects, which latter they capture amonest the s Sillic 1. 1
the foliage of the tree-t in whi . . STeR e SRMREE. Hranclies dnd
o ree-tops, in which they are always moving about. They never descend to tl l
A ' o | & ® ) / € _ N > ( e ()‘I‘Ol”]( or
€Cveén a 0" § ‘nSshw S5 RN AT N % . e, |
| amongst brushwood. I never saw them sSitting suuning themselves on a bare Ldbneli: o6 ek
Insects . 71 : T o Lo s el : S : : | e S /Lyt catge 1INy
on the wing. They have a habit of rapidly expanding and closing their tail as they move al :
| vitl N ey R e \ kit ¢ j s " '€ Apout
but without erecting 1t as a Leucocerca does. They are not at all shy birds : and : . ’
iEnae ' i ; @ y birds ; and there is not the slightest
difculty m approaching and shooting them.” =
b Hume has added to the above note of Mr. Davison a capital description of the species, which I L
"V.lt ] 5 R, 8 i 5 " ¥ ; - & e 5 ; | ; SR il f ere”
copy : I'he legs and feet varied from a very dark reddish brown to a dark purplish by
L O IR N 4 , | P 'own or
brownish black ; bill black; irides lake. The lores, forehead, crown, occiput, nape, cheel
ind pon R R : - : Ty llape, cheeks, ear-coverts
and point of the chin glossy black, with a faint oreenish reflection, only the ear-coverts, in some speci ,
e | : e ' ' some specimens
% ltll 1 SII(rl] J o 7 9 ) A S e _ St 3 J l :
th a shg tly browner tinge ; the rest of the chin, throat, breast, abdomen, and entire lower parts, includin
,01--/-. g . 1',. . ; o : : : ¢ : 1C lino
wing-linig, axillaries, and lowey tail-coverts, snowy white, a little pencilled with brownish o ey i .
A iR R g 0 - . o -1‘ I MOSt
Specimens towards the sides of the breast ; the entire back, scapulars, and lesser and median wing-covert
llan wing-coverts a
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leep, somewhat chocolate-brown ; rump and upper tail-coverts a dull, somewhat greyer brown : gl ;
OYre’ . rOve o -,... o T _ - " " 2 | ¢ 5, ' S al](
greater-coverts hair-brown ; the tertiaries and some of the later secondaries, towards their tips, with a
' , WIth a more
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less decided chocolate tinge ; all the feathers margined on the outer webs with black, which on the quill
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has distinct though not conspicuous greenish reflections ; tail brown ; the central tail-feathers 1 ]

: ; e G il S 'S paler, anc

with a sort of paler chocolate tinge ; the al pair narrc : =0, Al
e central pair narrowly, and each succee G o

oe ; al pair n: y, and each succeeding pair (the tail is very

9

much graduate nore bro: ™ ~ : = %
graduated) more and more broadly tipped with pure white, and all the feathers fringed darker: in
G >
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some almost blackish on their outer webs just towards the base.”
The Plate represents a male emale 1e si : :
o (. presents a male and female of the size of life. The figures are drawn from the typical pair
<andly le ., Hbtain Wardhiv Haias | _ -
y lent me by Captamm Wardlaw Ramsay, to whom 1 beg to tend my warmest acknowledgments.
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