CORACIAS AFFINIS, Mcce.

Burmese Roljer.

Coracias affinis, B-IcClell. in Proc. of Zool. Soc., 1839, p. 164.—Gray, Gen. of Birds, vol. i. p. 62, pl. xxi.Coracias
sp. 8.—Blyth, Journ. Asiat. Soc. Beng., vol. xiv. p. 190, and vol. xix. P. ‘.1.:28.—1(1. Cat.ﬁof Bnda n Mus:
Asiat. Soc. Calcutta, p. 51.—Horsf. and Moore, Cat. of Birds in Mus. East-Ind. Comp., vol. 1i1. p. )H
—Jerd. Birds of India, vol. i. p. 217.—Cab. et Heine, Mus. Hein., Theil ii. P. 1]8.——-(_%0111(1 In' Rroeof

Zool. Soc., 1859, pp. 150, 151.—Schomb. Ibis, 1864, p. 246.
- katnas, F. (B.) Hamilton, MS., vol. ii. pe 123

Katnas, Gualpara, F. (B.) Hamilton.
Nghet-kha, Arracan, Capt. Abbott.

Boru Mr. Blyth and Mr. Jerdon believe that, where the Coracias Indica and C. affinis inosculate, an inter-
breeding frequently takes place, since specimens partaking of the colouring of both are often met with. We
know that such an mtermixture occasionally occurs with some few other species ; but this must be regarded as

quite exceptional, and not the rule.  When it does, 1t 1s mostly among the Gallinacez, whose hotter blood

renders them more salacious than insessorial birds. On the interbreeding of the C. Indica and C. affinis

Mr. Blyth bhas published some remarks which I take the liberty of transcribing, as I also do the accounts
given of the latter species by Mr. Jerdon, Dr. Francis Buchanan Hamilton, and Sir Robert Schomburgk.

“ The numerous specimens of Rollers from Assam, Arracan, and Tenasserim which 1 have seen,” says
Mr. Blyth, < all pertain strictly to this species, having the upper parts greener than i C. Indica, the neck
and breast, devoid of the reddish-brown colour proper to the latter species, bemng purphsh-dusky, varied
with bright purple on the fore neck ; and the entire under surface of the wing, except near the tips of the

primaries, 1s deep purple 5 but I have obtamned several specimens 1n the vicinity of Calcutta, and some from

Tipperah, which present every gradation of plumage from one to the other of these species, and also some
in the pure C. affinis plumage ; from which I infer that, where found together in the same locality, they not
unfrequently interbreed, and tend to merge into a single blended race. It may be further rem:u*?{cd t}m.t I
have never seen an example of the true C. afinis with the broad parple terminal band t(? the tail, xsrinlf:ln distin-
ouishes the adult of C. Indica 5 but I have seen this imperfectly developed 1 the mixed race, 'Whl(":,ll latter
has also commonly the fore part of the under surface of the wing intermingled purple and verditer.

Dr. F. Buchanan Hamilton mentions, in his MS., that ¢ this bird is very common at Gualpara throughout
the year, the natives considering it as distinct from the Nil-khant.” | T
Jerdon, ¢ chiefly differs from the Indian one m the upper parts being greener,

““ This species,” says Mr. ‘ . . . i
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