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PARUS ARFAKI, Meyer

New-Guinea '11it.

Parus ? arfak:, Meyer, Sitzungsber. der Isis, April 1875.—Mitth. a. d. k. zool. Mus. Dresden, 1. p. 8, 1875.

Tue great stronghold of the Paride, or family of Tits, 1s the temperate and northern region of the old
world ; from the boreal countries of Lapland and Siberia to the hot forests of India, its dependencies, and
China, the numerous members are found ; as we proceed southward from these countries the form gradually

disappears, so that in Australia and New Zealand 1t 1s totally absent. It was, then, with considerable surprise

that I received from Dr. Meyer an undoubted member of this family, collected, I believe, by himself in
the northern part of New Guinea; and this unique specimen this gentleman has intrusted to my care for the

purpose of ficuring in the present work, accompanied by the following notes and description.

This new Tit reminds us m its general appearance of the crested Indian genus Machlolophus ; but it
differs from that form m the length of the first primary, in the rather lengthened pointed ear-feathers, and in
the singular gold-brown coloration of the underparts. ¢ Zoogeographically,” says Dr. Meyer in a letter to
me, ‘“a species of Parus from New Guinea 1s very remarkable.  Parus cinereus, Vielll., has been seen as far
east as Flores (Wallace, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1863, p. 485); but from Australia, New Guinea, or the Moluccas
no species of this genus has been known until now.”

Dr. Meyer states that he believes that neither Signor d’Albertis nor other New-Guinea explorers
met with this bird ; neither does Salvadort mention 1t 1 his lists.

IForehead, upper and hinder parts of head, chin, throat, and chest black ; rump olive green ; cheeks

and ear-patch bright yellow, the feathers of latter rather elongated and pointed; the whole of the underparts

yellow, golden brown 1n the middle of the belly, merging into yellow on the flanks and under tail-coverts ;
on the three upper tertiary feathers an oval spot of yellow ; bill black; feet light horn-colour, tarsi some-
what darker.

Total length 4% inches, bill %, tarsi 4, wing 2%, tail 2.

Hab. Arfak Mountains, New Guinea.

The ﬁgurcs in the accompmlying Plate are of the natural size.
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DICAUM PECTORALE, mui & scn.

Miiller’s Flower-pecker.

Diceum pectorale, Miull. & Schl. Verh. Natuurl. Geschied. Land- en Volkenk. p. 162, note (1839-44).—Hartl. Rev.
Zool. 1846, p. 47.—Gray, Gen. B. i. p. 100 (1847).—Bp. Consp. Av. i. p. 403 (1850).—Sclater, Proc
Linn. Soc. 11. p. 157 (1858).—Gray, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1858, p. 190.—Id. Cat. Mamm. etc. New Guinea,
pp- 22, 55 (1859).—Id. Proc. Zool. Soc. 1861, p. 434.—Rosenb. Nat. Tijdschr. Nederl. Ind. xxv. p. 237
(1863).—Id. J. f. O. 1864, p. 123.—Finsch, Neu-Guinea, p. 163 (1865).—Meyer, Sitz. k. Akad. Wien,
Ixx. p. 120 (1874).—Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic. Genov. xvi. p. 67 (1880).—Id. Orn. Papuasia e delle
Molucche, 1. p. 273 (1881).—Sharpe, Cat. Birds in Brit. Mus. x. p. 29 (1885).—Guillemard, Proc. Zool.
Soc. 1885, p. 639.

Diceum erythrothorax, pt., Gray, Hand-list Birds, i. p. 115, no. 1427 (1869).—Rosenb. Malay Arch. p. 553
(1879).

As most of the Flower-peckers in the Malayan Archipelago are confined to a single 1sland, the present species
must be considered to have rather a wide range, as it 1s not only found in North-western New Guinea, but
also 1n the adjoining islands of Salwati, Mysol, Waigion, and Batanta.

It belongs to the olive-backed section of the genus Diceum, without any red on the ramyp or on the crown,
and with the head of the same colour as the back. Its nearest ally is D. @neum of the Solomon Islands

=3

=1

also figured in this work ; but D. pectorale differs from that species in having no erey on the breast below the
red spot, and it also has the breast dull olive like the flanks.

The species was first met with in New Guinea at Lobo Bay by Solomon Muller, and the localities recorded
by Count Salvadori in North-western New Guinea are numerous, as Dr. Meyer, Dr. Beccari, and Mr. Braijn
have all procured 1t during their travels in the Arfak Mountains and their vicinity.  Mr. Wallace procured
specimens in Salwati, Waigiou, and Mysol, and Mr. Branyn 1o Batanta. Nothing has been recorded concernimg
its habits.

The following description is copied from the British Museum ‘ Catalogue of Birds,” and is taken from a
specimen 1n the Leiden Museum, procured by the late Dr. Bernstein in the island of Waigiou :—

“ Adult male. General colour above olive-green, a little more olive-yellow on the head, which is olive like
the back ; rump and upper tail-coverts also a little more olive-yellow, particularly the latter; wing-coverts
and quills dusky, with a steel-green gloss and narrowly edged with olive ; tail-feathers blue-black ; lores,
sides of face, ear-coverts, and cheeks olive like the crown, the hinder cheeks washed with ashy grey hike the

~

sides of the neck ; throat whitish, with a tinge of olive on the chin; fore neck and chest with a large patch
of orange-scarlet ; sides of breast ashy, more olive on the flanks; centre of abdomen, thighs, and under tail-
coverts pale yellow, the latter with dusky bases ; axillaries and under wing-coverts white, the edge of the
wing dusky washed with olive ; quills dusky below, white along the edge of the inner web: bill brownish
black ; feet dark greyish brown; iris brown’ (Guillemard). Total length 28 inches, culmen 0-45, WIng
2:00, tail 1:05, tarsus 0:5.”

Ihe Plate gives an illustration of an adult male in two positions, the figures being drawn from an Arfak

skin lent to us by Dr. H. Guillemard.
[R. B. S8.]
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DICAUM TRI STRAMI, Sharpe.

Tristram’s Flower-pecker.

Diceum tristrame, Sharpe, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1883, p. 579.

T'u1s peculiarly coloured Flower-pecker was lent to us by Canon Tristram, and as we had every reason to
believe 1t to be hitherto undescribed, we attached to it our friend’s name in recognition of his many
services to ornithology. The species was discovered by Lieut. Richards in Makira Harbour, in San Cristoval,
one of the Solomon Islands.

It 1s not necessary to compare Tristram’s Flower-pecker with any other members of the genus Diceum,
for its style of colouring is quite unique, and does not ally 1t with any of the species known up to the present
time.

The following is a description of the type specimen, which 1s in Canon Tristram’s collection :—

Adult male. General colour above chocolate-brown, the mantle slightly streaked with a few hoary whitish
margins to the feathers ; wing-coverts darker chocolate-brown than the back ; bastard wing, primary-coverts,
and quills blackish brown, the inner secondaries chocolate-brown like the back; upper tail-coverts and tail
blackish brown, contrasting sharply with the back ; head brown, but mottled with blackish-brown centres to
the feathers, the plumes of the forehead and vertex margined with hoary whitish ; a line of feathers ahove the
eye and ear-coverts hoary white, the latter slightly mottled, with brown bases; lores, eyelid, fore part of
cheeks, and base of chin blackish ; hinder cheeks, throat, and fore neck hoary white, with brown bases to the
feathers ; sides of neck like the back ; centre of breast, abdomen, and under tail-coverts pure white, the sides
of the body ashy ; sides of upper breast brown, with hoary whitish edges to the feathers; axillaries and under
wing-coverts white ; quills dusky below, ashy whitish along the edge of the inner web ; < bill black ; feet black ;
iris grey  (Richards). Total length 3:5 inches, culmen 0°45, wing 2°3, tail 1:15, tarsus 0:00. (Mus. H. B.
Tristram.)

The Plate represents the individual above described, of the natural size, in two positions.

R. B. S.]
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DICAUM ANEUM, Jacq. et Pucher.

Bronze-shaded Flower-pecker.

Dicee bronzée, Hombr. et Jacq. Voy. Pole Sud, Atlas, pl. 22. fig. 4 (1845).

Diceum, sp., Gray, Gen. B. ii. p. 100 (1847).

Diceum @neum, Jacq. et Pucher. Voy. Pole Sud, texte, iii. p. 97 (1853).—Hartl. J. f. O. 1854, pp. 165, 168.—-
Gray, Cat. Birds Trep. Isl. Pacific Ocean, p. 10 (1859).—Id. Hand-l. B. 1. p. 115, no. 1434 (1869).—
Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1869, p. 118.—Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic. Genov. xvi. p. 68 (1880).—Id. Orn.
Papuasia, etc. ii. p. 281 (1881), 111. App. p. 540 (1882).

Microchelidon @nea, Reichenb. Handb. Spec. Orn. Scans. p. 244, Taf. 558. fig. 3797 (1853).

9, nec Less.).—Salvad. Ibis, 1880, p. 129.

Diceeum erythrothoraz, Ramsay, Proc. Linn. Soc. N. 5. W. 1v. p. 77 (187

Tue family Diceide, or Flower-peckers, is distributed over the greater part of the Indian and Austrahan
regions, having a few representatives in the forests of Western Africa. They are particularly abundant in
the Austro-Malayan subregion, nearly every island of the Moluccas and Papuasia having 1its own peculiar
representative species of Diceum. |

The present bird is a native of Ugi, one of the Solomon Islands ; and as most of the species inhabiting
this Archiplago are nearly allied to others from New Guinea, it is not surprising to find that Diceum @neum 1s
a representative form of the scarlet-chested Flower-peckers found in the latter country and the neighbouring
Moluccan islands. It resembles Diceum pectorale of New Guinea, but is easily distinguished by the bronzy-
greenish colour of the upper parts, the lighter blue-grey colour of the sides of the face, extending on to the
sides of the fore neck and chest, and forming a large patch on the breast below the scarlet preepectoral spot ;
the flanks and sides of the body are also olive-yellow.

The following is a description of the adult male and female :—

Adult male. General colour above glossy oil-green, with a bronzy gloss; head like the back; sides of
ramp with a slight wash of olive-yellow ; upper tail-coverts oily green; lesser and median wing-coverts
clossy oil-green like the back; the greater coverts, bastard wing, primary-coverts, and quills blackish,
externally glossed with oily green ; tail-feathers greenish black ; lores dull ashy grey ; checks, ear-coverts,
and sides of neck clear ashy grey, descending down the sides of the fore neck and occupyimg the whole of
the breast 5 throat white, the sides of 1t ashy grey, blacker at the base of the malar line; a large triangular
patch of scarlet occupying the whole of the fore neck; sides of breast and flanks bright olive-yellow ;
abdomen yellowish white ; thighs ashy grey, white on their inner aspects ; under tail-coverts white washed
with yellow and having dusky bases; axillaries and under wing-coverts white, the edge of the wings
blackish ; quills blackish below, ashy white along the edge of the mner web. Total length 31 inches,
culmen 045, wing 20, tail 1:0, tarsus 0.

Adult female. Differs from the male in wanting the scarlet patch on the fore neck, and 1n not having the
patch of ashy grey on the breast ; the throat and breast are yellowish white, with a few dusky margins to the
lateral feathers of the breast ; otherwise the under surface of the body 1s exactly like that of the male, the
sides of the neck being ashy grey, descending on to the sides of the breast, and the rest of the sides of the
body being bright olive-yellow ; the upper surface resembles that of the male, being entirely oily or bronzy
green ; but there is a slight loral streak of white, and the base of the lower mandible 1s pale, characters not
seen in the adult male. Total length 3:25 inches, culmen 0-495, wing 199, tail 0:99, tarsus 0°9.

For the loan of the two specimens described above, we have been mdebted to the kindness of Mr. E. P.
Ramsay. The same birds are ficured in the Plate, of the size of life.

[R. B. S.]
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DICAUM FULGIDUM, Sciater.
Rosy-flanked Flower-pecker.

Diceum fulgidum, Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1883, p. 56.

Two specimens of this apparently new Diceum were contained in Mr. Forbes’s first collection from Timor
laut. It differs from D. ignicolle from the Aru Islands, with which we have compared it, in baving the rosy
tint spread over the whole of the under surface, so that there 1s no olive on the flanks, but the lower abdomen
and under tail-coverts are of a pale fawn-brown colour. It must be also very closely allied to 2. keiense ot
Salvadori, from the Kei Islands ; but this is described as having the abdomen olivaceous, yellow in the middle.
Having regard to the way in which the different Molucca Islands possess their own peculiar species of
Diceum, it is not unreasonable to suppose that the birds coming from Timor laut will also be found to be
specifically distinct from the Flower-peckers ot the neighbouring 1slands.

The following description is from the type specimen, which was kindly lent to me by Dr. Sclater.

Adult male. General colour above dark purplish blue ; wing-coverts like the back ; quills black, externally,
slightly glossed with puarplish blue, a little more distinct on the innermost secondaries 5 tail-feathers purphsh
blue like the back, but slightly duller; lores black ; sides of face, cheeks, and ear-coverts black, with a
slight gloss of purplish blue ; a very narrow line of black bordering the rami of the lower jaw; under
surface of the body pale scarlet, richer on the fore neck and breast, and extending In a rosy tinge
over the sides of the body, the lower flanks and vent being of a light fawn-brown ; the chin whitish, and
the centre of the body also mixed with white, the bases of the feathers being of this colour; m the centre
of the breast a faintly indicated blackish spot; thighs black ; under tail-coverts pale rose-colour; under
wing-coverts and axillaries white ; edge of wing and adjacent coverts black ; quills blackish below, narrowly
- the inner web ; < bill, legs, and feet black ; iris black” (H. O. Forbes). Total

length 3°0 inches, culmen 04, wing 2-195, tail 1:25, tarsus 0:90.

-

edged with white alon:

J

The figures in the Plate are drawn from the typical example above mentioned.

R. B. S.]
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DICAUM GEELVINKIANUM, Meyer.

Geelvink-Bay Dicaeum.

Dicewm geelvinkianum, Meyer, Sitzb. k. Akad. Wiss. Wien, Ixx. p. 120.

Diceum jobiense, Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civie. Genov. vii. p. 945 (1875).

My friend Dr. A. B. Meyer kindly submitted to me the types of the species described by him as Diceun
oeelvinkianum, and 1 have figured them on the accompanying Plate. The species was originally described

bv him from the islands of Jobi, Misori, and Mafoor, in Geelvink Bay; and the following are his remarks
s ~ ? D

on the subject :—
« From the above-mentioned islands come some forms of a Diceum which vary slightly among them-
selves according to locality, but which I nevertheless unite for the present under the name of 1. geelvink:-
anum, as they all three differ from D. pectorale, Muller and Schlegel, of the mainland, in the red colour
of the forehead, crown, and rump, though they otherwise entirely agree with this species, as well as 1n size.
““ Examples from Matoor, of which three males are before me, collected by myself 1 March 1875, and

all agreeing perfectly together, have an olive-coloured upper surface, brownish red forehead, crown, and

rump, while the breast-spot is large and fiery-red.
«« Examples from Misori (of which I have three males, agreeing perfectly together, shot in March 1873)

have the upper surface more grey, the head coloured as in specimens from Matfoor, but the rump 1s some-
what more brilliant red ; the breast-spot is small, and of a darker red.

« Lastly, on the island of Jobi, where I obtained a male and female in April 1873, the upper surface 1s
somewhat shining metallic bluish, the crown, forehead, and rump are beautiful deep red, and the breast-
spot is of moderate size and of the same colour as the head and rump. The female 1s uniform greenish

orey above, clearer grey below, with a greenish cast, shading into yellowish white on the belly.

“ The material at my disposal being all obtained at one season, I am not m a position to decide whether

these differences are constant according to locality 5 nevertheless 1 consider that they are. Should this turn
out so in the course of time, 1t will prove a not uninteresting example of the different variations of one and
the same type in distinct isolated districts such as islands. If one does not admit the 1solation as a cause
of the difference, one is compelled to allow that the reasons for this variation are utterly unknown.”

[ have quoted Dr. Meyer’s remarks thus fully, as the nomenclature of the species 1s somewhat 1nvolved,
by reason of Count Salvadort baving received specimens from all three of the 1slands visited by Dr. Meyer,
and having at once separated them as distinct species, giving the names of Diceeum maforense, D. misoriense,
and D). jobiense, and saying, truly enough, that Dr. Meyer has not mdicated which of the three species he
would retain as D). geelvinkianum in the event of the other two proving distinct.

As will be seen from the accompanying Plate, it 1s the Jobi bird which Dr. Meyer has sent me as his
Dicaum geelvinkianum ; and as such I have figured it, and have added Diceum jobiense of Salvador: as a
synonym. I have little doubt that the view of the latter ornithologist 1s the correct one, and that there are
three distinet species confounded under the heading of D. gecloinkianim by Dr. Meyer. The figures n the
Plate represent a pair of birds, drawn of the natural size, from specimens 1n the Dresden Museum lent me
by Dr. Meyer. 1 adopt the name of geelvinkianum here, as [ am forced to do so by the fact of my Plate

having been thus lettered, and the copies printed, before 1 received notice of Count Salvadort’s nomenclature

for the Epecics.
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DICAUM EXIMIUM, Sclater.

Brown Dicaum.

Dicaeum erximium. Sclater, P. Z.S. 1877, p. 102, pl. x1v. fig. 2.

Tue home of this beautiful little bird, justly named eawimium, i1s New Ireland, where it was procured by
Mr. George Brown in March 1876. In describing the bird, Dr. Sclater remarked that 1t was different
from any species known to him; and m looking over my series of Diceide, I cannot find any single one
which approaches 1t 1n style of coloration. Indeed it is seldom that such a very distinct species comes to
our notice in these days; and we may fairly suppose that the group of islands where Mr. Brown worked
will yield many further discoveries in natural science as they become better explored.

[ have copied below the original description given by Dr. Sclater; and 1 can scarcely agree with him that
the Dicaum @neum of Messrs. Jacquimot and Pucheran (Voy. Pole Sud, Zool. 1ii. p.97) 1s likely to turn out

to be the female of the present bird. The last-named species 1s said to have been procured in the Solomon

Islands ; and perhaps a translation of the description may be useful for comparison. It is as follows :—

Grey, with bronzy reflections on the head, back, and upper wing-coverts ; throat white, somewhat tinged
with yellow, this yellow colour being a little more pronounced on the thorax ; middle of abdomen white, the
sides yellowish olive ; quills blackish above, with the inner webs edged with clear greyish; under wing-
coverts white, and the wing below ashy grey; the grey colour occupies also the sides of the neck, and
impinges somewhat on the median line ; quills blue-black, duller below ; their coverts 1n the latter sense
are yellow, somewhat mclining to whitish ; the iris is yellow; bill and feet blue-black, with a little yellow
at the base of the lower mandible.

The following is Dr. Sclater’s original diagnosis of D. eximium :—Above dark bronzy green, the crown
and sides of the head browner ; rump crimson ; under surface of body white, with a narrow pectoral band
of crimson ; sides of body and middle of belly dusky slate-colour ; the flanks bronzy, as on the back ; under
wing-coverts white. Total length 33 inches, wing 2°0, tail 1-0.

The figure 1n the Plate is taken from the type specimen lent to me by Dr. Sclater, to whom, and to
the Marquis of Tweeddale, I am under great obligations for allowing me to figure so many of the fine

novelties discovered by Mr. George Brown.
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(EDISTOMA PYGM AUM, Satvad.

Pigmy Honey-eater.

(Edistoma pygmeum, Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic. Genov. vii. p. 952 (1875).—Id. op. cit. xvi.p. 74 (1880).—Id. Orn.
Papuasia e delle Molucche, 11. p. 312 (1881).—Gadow, Cat. Birds in Brit. Mus. ix. p. 293 (1884).

For an opportunity of figuring this curious little bird we are indebted to the kindness of the Marquis Doria,

who was so good as to send us one of the typical specimens from the Genoa Museum. Its small size,

slender bill, and sober colouring recall the species of Melilestes, and, as 1n the latter genus, (Edistoma has

very pronounced silky tufts on the Aanks. Count Salvadori considers (Edistoma to be very nearly allied to
Melilestes, but to be distinguished principally by the form of the bill; and this will be easily discernible on
a comparison of the Plates given 1n the present work. We agree with him that the genera Melilestes and
(Edistoma, along with Glycichera, form a nataral section of the Meliphagide, though they show a certain
connection with the Sun-birds of the genera Arachnothera and Anthothreptes.

This species, as far as is known, is confined to the Arfak Mountains in North-western New Guinea.

The following description is taken from the typical specimen belonging to the Genoa Museum :—

Adult female. General colour above dark olive-green, slightly greyer on the head and more distinctly
vellowish towards the rump, the feathers of which are long and silky and completely hide the upper
tail-coverts ;  wing-coverts below the back, bastard-wing, primary-coverts, and quills ashy brown, edged
with ashy, the secondaries with olive-yellow, lighter than the back ; centre tail-feathers olive-green, the
remainder dusky edged with olive-greenish ; 1n front of the eyes a dusky spot; eyelid whitish ; sides of face
and ear-coverts pale ashy, whiter below the eye ; throat whitish, with a slight greenish tinge ; remainder of
under surface pale sulphur-yellow, olive on the fore neck and chest, yellowish white on the centre of the
breast and abdomen ; axillaries pale sulphur-yellow like the sides of the body; quills dusky below, ashy
along the inner web: “ bill dusky, the base of the lower mandible dusky below ; feet lead-colour ™ (Beccare).
Total length 2-8 inches, culmen 05, wing 19, tail 08, tarsus 0°9.

The male, according to Count Salvadori, does not differ from the female 1n colour.

The figures in the Plate represent an adult bird in two positions, drawn from the typical specimen lent to

us by the Marquis Doria.
[R. B. S.]
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RHAMPHOCHARIS CRASSIROSTRIS, Swwad.

Stout-billed Flower-pecker.

Rhamphocharis crassirostris, Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic. Genov. vii. p. 943 (1875).—1d. op. cit. xvi. p. 69 (1880).—
Id. Orn. Papuasia e delle Molucche, ii. p. 288 (1881).—Sharpe, Cat. Birds in Brit. Mus. x. p. 84
(1885).

THis is at once one of the most curious and at the same time one of the most distinet of the Meliphagme
Flower-pechers, by which term we mean those aberrant forms which mbabit New Guinea, and which connect
the family Diceide with the Honey-eaters or Meliphagide. 1t is difficult to say whether such genera as
Rhamphocharis and its allies should be placed with the last-named famly or at the end ot the Diceude, near
the genera Melanocharis and Pristorhamphus. — This 1s the view adopted by us 1 the ¢ Catalogue of Birdsy’
but as one of the principal characters of the Dicede 1s the absence of a bastard-primary, and LRhamphocharis
and the allied genera have a very distinct one, it is quite possible that in future re-arrangements of the
family they may be left out of the Diceide and jomed to the Melphagide. Iv any case the genus
Rhamphocharis must be placed near to Pristorhamphus, from which it differs in the form of bill and also
having the wing longer than the tail.

The present species was discovered by Dr. Beccari in the Arfak Mountains in North-western New Guinea ;
and the following descriptions, copied from the ¢ Catalogue of Birds,” are taken from the typical specimens,
kindly lent to us by the Marquis Doria :—

«« Adult male (type of species). General colour above olive-green, glossed with oil-green ; wing-coverts hke
the back ; greater wing-coverts, bastard-wing, primary-coverts, and quills dusky brown, edged with olive-

green, brighter on the quills; upper tail-coverts dusky, washed with olive-green; tail-feathers blackish,

edged with olive-green; lores olive dusky; edge of eyelid white ; ear-coverts and cheeks hght ashy, with
the upper parts of the ear-coverts dusky olive ; entire under surface of body pearly grey, shghtly washed
with pale yellow ; thighs and under tail-coverts a little darker ashy ; axillaries pale yellow ;5 wings white,
with a pale yellow wash ; quills dusky, ashy grey along the edge of the inner web. Total length 4-6 inches,
culmen 0-6, wing 26, tail 1-79, tarsus 0:/.

““ Adult female. General colour above olive-brown, rather greener on the lower back, rump, and upper tail-
coverts, the head and back being spotted with minute tips of yellowish white on the feathers; the scapulars

olive-brown like the back, similarly tipped with tiny white spots; wing-coverts like the back, with white
spots at the end; the greater coverts, bastard-wing, primary-coverts, and quills dusky brown, edged with
olive-green, the mner greater coverts with a whitish spot at the ends, the margins of the primaries
yellower ; tail-feathers blackish, edged with olive-green, with a tiny white spot at the end of the mner web,

mcreasing g

oradually in extent and forming a well-marked spot on the outer tail-feathers; an indistinct
eyebrow of pale olive-brown, lores dusky; eyehd whity brown ; ear-coverts dull olive-brown, streaked with
dull white ; cheeks brown, mottled with white spots; under surface of body yellowish white, mottled all
over with dusky-brown centres to the feathers, smaller on the throat and nearly obsolete on the abdomen ;

thighs ashy tinged with yellow ; under tail-coverts yellowish white with dusky centres, the feathers mottlec

like the breast ; axillaries pale yellow; under wing-coverts white slightly washed with yellow, and mottled

with dark-brown bases to the feathers ; quills dusky below, greyish white along the edge of the imner web.
Total length 4:9 inches, culmen 0°6, wing 2:85, tail 185, tarsus 0:75.”

The Plate represents a male and female of the natural size, and the figures have been drawn from the same
pair of birds described above, lent to us by the Marquis Doria.

[R. B. S.]
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PRISTORHAMPHUS VERSTERI, Finsch.

Verster’s Flower-pecker.

Pristorhamphus versteri, Finsch, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1875, p. 642.—Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic. Genov. vil. p. 940
(1875).—Id. op. cit. xvi. p. 69 (1880).—Id. Orn. Papuasia ¢ delle Molucche, 11. p. 286 (1881).—Sharpe,
Cat. Birds in Brit. Mus. x. p. 82 (1885).

Tuis elegant little bird was first described by Dr. Otto Finsch from two female specimens in the Leiden
Museum, to which institution it was sent from the Arfak Mountains. Dr. Beccarl has likewise procured it
in this locality, and M. Laglaise at Karons, but it has not been found up to the present time in any other
part of New Guinea.

One of the chief characters of the genus Pristorhamplus is its abnormally long tail coupled with a peculiar
elongation of the upper and under tail-coverts, while the conspicuous white marking on the tail-feathers
renders the male bird easily recognizable ; the female is more like the same sex in the genus Melanochar:s.

The following descriptions are copied from the British Museum Catalogue of Birds ’:—

«« 4dult male. General colour above velvety black with a slight steel-green lustre, which 1s more distinct on
the scapulars; lesser and median wing-coverts glossy steel-green with velvety-black bases ; bastard-wing,
primary-coverts, and quills ashy blackish, externally glossy steel-green ; upper tail-coverts very long, glossy
steel-blue ; tail-feathers black, waved with dusky under certain lights, glossed externally with steel-blue 5 the
basal half of all the feathers white, only seen when the tail is spread; head glossy steel-green ; lores,
feathers round the eye, cheeks, ear-coverts, and sides of face velvety black; a little spot of silky white on
the upper edge of the eyelid ; under surface of body pale slaty blue ; thighs and under tail-coverts black,
the latter washed with steel-blue ; a large tuft of silky white plumes on the side of the body; axillaries and
under wing-coverts white ; qulls blackish, white along the inner web ; bill and feet black. Total length
58 inches, culmen 0°595, wing 2°40, tail 3, tarsus 0°90.

«« 4dult female. General colour above dull olive-green, slightly yellower on the rump and upper tail-coverts ;
wing-coverts like the back ; bastard-wing uniform dusky brown ; primary-coverts and quills dusky brown,
narrowly margined with yellowish olive, the secondaries more broadly edged with olive-green like the greater
coverts ; two centre tail-feathers olive-green, blackish towards the base ; remainder of tail-feathers blue-black,
browner at the ends, edged with olive-green, the three outer ones with a white spot about the middle of
the feather ; head like the back ; lores, feathers round the eye, cheeks, and ear-coverts dingy olive, with
pale shaft-lines on the ear-coverts ; under surface of body ashy olive washed with pale yellow, with narrow
edges of the latter colour to most of the feathers; thighs dull ashy; under tail-coverts dingy olive ; on the
flanks a tuft of silky white ; axillaries pale yellow ; under wing-coverts white, washed with pale yellow ;
quills dusky below, greyish white along the edge of the inner web. Total length o°6 inches, culmen 099,
wing 269, tail 2:6, tarsus 0°89.”

The figures in the Plate are drawn from a pair of birds lent to us by the Marquis Doria, and represent

2 male and female of the natural size.

[R. B. S.]
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UROCHARIS LONGICAUDA.

Long-tailed Flower-pecker.

Melanocharis longicauda, Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civie. Genov. vii. p. 942 (1875).—Id. op. cit. x. 144 (1877).—
Id. op. cit. x11. p. 333 (1878).

Urocharis longicauda, Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civie. Genov. xvi. p. 69 (1880).—Id. Orn. Papuasia e delle Molucche,
i1, p. 286 (1881).—Sharpe, Cat. Birds in Brit. Mus. x. p. 79 (1885).

As Count Salvador1 has pointed out, the present species 1s intermediate in character between Melanocharis and
Pristorhamphus, and he therefore very rightly made 1t the type of a new genus. From Pristorhamplus 1t 1s
distinguished by the notch on the second primary, and from Melanocharis it differs 1n the form of the bill,
which i1s broader than 1t 1s high at the nostrils and has a sharp ridge to the culmen.

At present only three specimens of this bird have been sent from North-western New Guinea, and it would
appear to be confined to the Arfak Mountains, where 1t was met with by D’Albertis and Beccart as well as
by Mr. Bruiju’s hunters. A full account of these specimens 1s given by Count Salvadoriin his great work on
the birds of New Guinea, and we here reproduce the descriptions taken from the typical examples and
published 1 the British Museum ¢ Catalogue of Birds.’

““ Adult male (type of species). General colour above glossy steel-black, the teathers with ashy-grey bases,
which show rather distinctly on the rump ; lesser and median wing-coverts like the back ; greater coverts,
bastard-wing, primary-coverts, and quills black, edged with steel-black like the back, less distinctly on the
primaries ; tail-feathers black, slightly glossed on the margins with steel-blue, the outer tail-feather white
for three quarters of the outer web; crown of head like the back ; eyelid also black ; lores and sides of face
dusky olive, blackish along the hinder margin of the ear-coverts; throat and chest ashy olive, clearer oliv<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>