XANTHOTIS CH RYSOTI

Golden-eared Honey-eater.
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TvE present species is the Papuan representative of the Australian X. filicera, and is found in many parts

of North-western New Guinea and the neighbouring island of Mysol. It is not found in Waigiou, as stated
by Dr. Gadow (7 ¢.), as in this island the allied species X. fusciventris of Salvadori takes its place. The
specimen in the British Museum from Waigiou belongs to the latter species

, which is casily recognizable,
bemng, deed, allowed by Dr. Gadow, though he refers the only specimen i the Museum to X, chrysots.
There 1s considerable variation in a series of specimens, some showing a more rufous coloration on the
under surface than others, and in many specimens the grey car-spot is nearly obsolete. These differences
seem to us to be due sometimes to age, and sometimes to the preparation of the skin, and we cannot
perceive any specific characters sufficient to separate X. rubiensis of Dr. Meyer (/. ¢.). The latter
gentleman has been so kind as to send us over the types of X. rubiensis, as well as the birds he considers
to be true X. aanthotis, and after comparing them with the series n the British Museum, we believe the
two species to be inseparable.
Dr. Guillemard has lent us the specimen from which the following description is taken :—

Adult male. General colour above dark brown mottled with yellowish olive ; wing-coverts like the back ;

the outer greater coverts, bastard-wing, primary-coverts, and quills dusky brown edged with brighter olive-
yellow, the secondaries margined with dull olive; upper tail-coverts and tail-feathers dusky brown, edged
with yellowish olive ; crown ;)f' head greener than the back; lores dusky ; below the fj}"(‘ a ba‘re patch ; .(‘fur-
coverts dark slaty grey, with a tuft of bright yellow below the binder part; cheeks and sides of face ('larl{‘ n]n'e”;
throat ashy grey; fore neck and chest olive-greenish, becoming yellower towards the hreast-, which 1s du
tawn-brown washed with olive-yellow ; abdomen, sides of body, and flanks fawn-brown ; t-ln:_:__;'hs and under
tail-coverts light brown washed with buff; under wing-coverts and .:_,lxill.zu*w;s tawny] bl‘llf,b(])'hTi(.:j}‘(f]‘l'gfu; (_):YI[:]E
edge of the wing ; quills below dusky, tawny along the inner cdg-e: :‘ bill and | egs black 5 1ris bre

(H Gzzi!/emm*d). Total length 8 inches, culmen 1:19, wing 4'1,-&11] 3'&)., tarsiis 1‘.(:.. o

The figures in the Plate represent an adult bird of the natural size and 1n two positions. _
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from the specimen above described in Dr. Guillemard’s collection

[R. B. S.]




