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PREFACLEK.

oSS Gﬁzx@é@ﬂ? O e

IN fulfilment of the promise made by the Publishers to the Subscribers, and in accordance
with the intention of the late Mr. GourLp, the present work has been brought to a close
with the issue of the Twenty-fifth Part. For the last thirteen of these parts, which have
appeared since the author’s death, I have been solely responsible, as will be seen by the
initials appended to the foot of each article ; and I greatly regret that the pledges given
to the Subsecribers have necessitated the curtailment of the work at a period when the
development of European enterprise in New Guinea and the neighbouring islands seems to
point to the discovery of many new and highly interesting birds. The recent finding of two
beautiful new Birds of Paradise in North-eastern New Guinea must be the forerunner of many
other discoveries, and it is to be hoped that the Subscribers will feel sufficient interest in the
subject to warrant the continuation of the present work, so that the Avifauna of Papuasia may

be completely illustrated. Should such a wish be expressed, I shall be only too happy to

contimue the work.

R. BOWDLER SHARPE.

December, 1888.
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INTRODUCTION.

Tue halo of romance which for nearly a century has centred round New Guinea and its animals does not

oet dimmed as time speeds on: indeed it shines more brightly than ever, and all naturalists who have

travelled in the Moluccas have either paid a visit to that wonderful island or are looking forward to the
time when they will be able to land upon its shores. Mr. Gould was perfectly right when he alluded to
the Birds of Paradise as being one of the most remarkable families of birds mnhabiting the Papuan Sub-
region, and their presence alone is sufficient to warrant our recognition of a zoological area distinct from that
of the neighbouring Australian region. That there i1s a considerable affinity between the avifauna of Northern
Australia and New Guinea 1s proved by the presence of a Cassowary in Queensland and of a Malurus
im New Guinea; and this relationship is further accentuated by the presence in both subregions of such
genera as Ptilorlis, Microglossum, Tanysiptera, and a large number of species of Meliphagide. Of the
Lipotypes, or forms of birds conspicuous by their absence, in the Papuan and Australian Subregions,
perhaps the non-appearance of any species of Woodpecker 1s the most remarkable.

No other country has produced in recent times more novelties in the way of birds than New Guinea,

and every fresh expedition to the mountains of the interior appears to add to the number. Travellers of

many nationalities have contributed to the disclosure of the hidden ornithological treasures which have been
described during the last thirty years, as will be seen by the following brief resume of the history of the
subject.

In 1858, Dr. Sclater published, in the ¢ Proceedings * of the Linnean Society of London, a paper on the
zoology of New Guinea. After visiting the museums of Paris and Leyden, and personally examining the
specimens which they contammed from this part of the world, he drew up a list of anumals and birds known
as Inhabitants of the 1sland, and he computed that of the former 10 species had been obtained, and of birds
170 species. The present extent of the described mammalian fauna I have no means of judging 5 but 1n

1865, Dr. IFinsch, mm his ¢ Neu-Guinea,’ estimated the number of Mammalia at 15, and the birds at 252.

Of course, as Count Salvadorr’s work deals with the ornithology of the Moluccas as well, no exact comparison
of the avifauna of New Guinea, as known in 1858 and as at present known 1n 1888, 1s presented ; bat, as wil
be seen below, the various expeditions which have taken place have added enormously to the number of
species, and we cannot suppose that the limit of our knowledge has yet been reached.

The area embraced b_v Count Salvadori’s ¢ Ornitologia della Papuasia ’1s much the same as that admitted

by Mr. Gould when he commenced the present book, as the few species from Australia which he included

|

were only figured as a further Supplement to his ¢ Birds of Australia.” It may be remarked, however, that

- of the 1030 species enumerated by Count Salvadori, only 300 have been ficured in the present volumes,
and at least 700 remain to be described before a complete account of the ornithology of Papuasia will have
been attained.

From Dr. Sclater’s memoir before mentioned we take the following details of early exploration in
New Guinea. Although Birds of Paradise were often sent, in a mutilated state, in early times, and some of

them were figured m ancient books, very few other birds from this quarter of the globe were known to

Linneeus, and our first real acquamtance with Papuan Ornithology 1s due to the French traveller Sonuverat,
who went there m 1771, and procured some plants and animals, principally on the 1sland of Jobi, in North-
western New Guinea. The results of his discoveries were published 1 his ¢ Voyage a la Nouvelle Guinee,’
m 1776. The French exploring-ship the ¢ Uranie’ procured a few birds in 1824, and the ¢ Coquille” spent

twelve days ata harbour in North-eastern New Guinea, which they named ¢ Havre Dorey ’ ; about fifty species
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INTRODUCTION. 1]

Australians have also done much to increase our knowledge of the zoology of South-castern New Guinea,
and the collections of the ¢ Chevert’ expedition and other explorers, Mr. Masters, Mr. Morton, Mr.
Pettard, and Mr. Broadbent, have been described by Dr. E. P. Ramsay at Syduney, or by oarselves here in

London. The Astrolabe Mountains have been visited by Mr. Goldie, Mr. Huunstein, and Mr. H. O. Forbes,

and have yielded some surprising and beautiful novelties. Many of the species discovered originally in the
Arfak Mountains have now been found in the Astrolabe Range, which, however, appears to possess a
certain individual fauna, though we know so little of the mountain-ranges of the interior of New Guinea
that 1t would be impossible to affirm that any species is peculiar to any portion of the mountain system and

does not extend throughout its entire area.

Before concluding this sketch of zoological work in New Guinea and the Moluccas, we must allude to

the excellent results obtained hy Mr. H. O. Forbes and his heroic wife in the Tenimber Islands.

They

were the first Europeans to collect in the dreaded Timor Laut group, and though compelled to work, through

the hostility of the surroundimg natives, 1 a circamscribed space, the number of new spectes obtamed
reflected the greatest credit on the energy of these brave travellers. Mr. Riedel’s hunters have also
discovered a few new species on the Tenimber Islands.

In the pages of the present work frequent reference is made to the Ornitologia della Papuasia e delle
Molucche” of Count Salvadori.  The present writer knows how difficult, in these days of many books, is the
task of the man who sets himself to write a monograph of any group of birds, and to write a complete account
of the avifauna of any country is even more tedious.  Although the collections stored in the Museo Civico at
Genoa are most complete, the enthusiasm of the distinguished Director of that Museum, Marquis Doria,
having drawn thereto the collections of the Italian travellers, as energetic and full of purpose as he i1s

himself, yet the treasures in the other museums of Elurope must be collated with the material accumulated

by Italy, 1f a cowplete account of the orulthology of New Guinea has to be compiled.  Travelling,
therefore, from country to country, comparing the collections in his charge with those made by English,
French, Dutch, and German travellers, Count Salvadori may well be congratulated on the result which
his thoughtful earnestness obtained, and in the great work on Papuan Ornithology of which he is the author
he has raised up for himself an imperishable reputation. The best tribute which the present writer can
pay to his work exists in a reference to the number of times which he has been obliged to quote or to copy
Count Salvadori’s writings, because, on the subject of Papuan Ornithology, he left us little or nothing to

add to the mformation given by him in the ¢ Ornitologia della Papuasia.’

R. BOWDLER SHARPE.
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PREFACE.

INTRODUCTION.

Astur melanochlamys
Erythrotriorchis doriee
Harpyopsis novee guineg
Baza gurneyi
Ninox odiosa
,,  forbesi
,, ~dimorpha
Epimachus ellioti
- Speclosus
Drepanornis cervinicauda
0 albertisi
3 bruijnii
Craspedophora magnifica
Seleucides nigricans )
[ ” c

P::l.radigu.llu carunculata

29 22

Astrapia nigra
Lophorhina superba
3 minor

Diphyllodes respublica

s gulielmi I1I.

5 speclosa . :

- chrysoptera :
Cicinnurus regius . :

Parotia sexpennis
,, lawesl
Paradisea decora

" papuana }

22 3%
53 apoda
= sanguinea . {
'3 ragglana : :

Manucodia comrii

0 chalybea
Phonygama purpureoviolacea
Liycocorax obiensis

Ailurcedus stonil

5 maculosus

,, melanotis

s arfakianus .
5 buccoides

5 melanocephalus
Scenopeeus dentirostris
Chlamydodera orientalis
7 occipitalis
Amblyornis inornata
o5 subalaris

Xanthomelus aureus
Oriolus decipiens
Cheetorhynchus papuensis
Dicranostreptus megarhynchus
Rectes leucorhynchus

,, cerviniventris

uropygialis

23
,» Joblensis
,, aruensis . : .

— e m—

CONTENTS.

VOLUME 1.

Black-mantled Goshawk
Marquis Doria’s Goshawk
New-Guinea Harpy-Eagle
Gurney's Cuckoo-Falcon .
New Britain Hawk-Owl
Forbes’s Hawk-Owl
Salvadori’s Hawk-Owl
Elliot’s Promerops

Great Promerops

Bennett’s Bird of Paradise
D’Albertis’s Bird of Paradise

Bruyn’s Bird of Paradise

New-Guinea Rifle-bird
Twelve-wired Bird of Paradise

Wattled Bird of Paradise
Gorget Paradise-bird

Superb Bird of Paradise
Lesser Superb Bird of Paradise
Bare-headed Bird of Paradise
Waigiou Bird of Paradise
Magnificent Bird of Paradise
Golden-winged Bird of Paradise
King Bird of Paradise
Six-plumed Bird of Paradise
Lawes’s Bird of Paradise

Grey-chested Bird of Paradise
Papuan Bird of Paradise

Greater Bird of Paradise
Red Bird of Paradise

Marquis de Raggl’'s Bird of Paradise

Curl-crested Manucode

Green Manucode
Purple-and-Violet Manucode .
Obi Paradise-Crow

Stone’s Cat-bird

Queensland Cat-bird
Black-cheeked Cat-bird

Arfak Cat-bird

Barbet-like Cat-bird
Black-naped Cat-bird
Toothed-billed Bower-bird
Queensland Bower-bird !
Large-frilled Bower-bird
Gardener Bower-bird
Orange-crested Bower-bird
Golden Bird of Paradise
Deceptive Oriole

Arfak Drongo

New-Ireland Drongo
White-billed Wood-Shrike
Fawn-breasted Wood-Shrike .
Rufous-and-Black Wood-Shrike
Jobi-Island Wood-Shrike
Aru-Island Wood-Shrike

— — O e

PArT

X XI1I.

X XT.

AXV.
XXYV.
X VI

XV.

X XTI.

X1I.
VAl

X VIII.

I

X XI.

IX.
XII.

VI1I.

V1II.

L

XXIV.

00
1L
e
1

10

I.

XXIII.

XX.
X.

1X.
IV.
IV.
V.
V.

XXIII.
XXI1V.

XII.
1.

X1I.
X
IX.

XXII.

bl

XVI.

XI.

\ARaL

XX.
XX.
XI1I.
N

XXV.

1Y

lI 1
o0
|
5

L ]
Co
-]
- {

@&
-1
Chn




T —— = . ..\.\....A_-\.. L — S
Lo 3 D YA NS For B Ay 38 Fy o Py oy o * ey g 8 e Ry g g wa Pty L gk Rty 0 e FE ety kPt e g

L7 S e

=

e

I Rl

Tl S T8 L :
A AN LTI
LA g NS ek AP TR R







,
-

-wr._n- 5

U i ._.q..q_...,.._,r..ﬁm_.., :
LR R L
b L4 g

.

2

..ﬂ

4 i

._r... .
& .”.nm..._u H
. .|.._-| o

%, w

N T / s, R —
NGNS A S AR lh»«ﬂ.pﬂ;.ﬁdmﬂigigu! NILXALENNIINNIANN LGNS AN 2NN Ig WA 25 S B A hg APy NR 2gNr gy







o
T e R .

._r.. .
= — foo f

il.l.l - - .\..\. .‘_\ .... o, =

W_Wrm..a Aty A Ty g e muulmrd.._ A AT E > = BT

.@W_F% ) _ IR w

- Jf.r-.ﬂl. o, ll‘...\ .rlL_.r.\

AR

T

i Rive, AFTABIGEE e




ASTUR MELANOCHLAMYS.

Black-mantled Goshawk.

Urospizias melanochlamys, Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civie. Genov. vii. p. 905 (1875).—Id. op. cit. xii. p. 38 (1878).—Id.
Orn. Papuasia e delle Molucche, 1. p. 63 (1880).
Astur melanochlamys, Sharpe, Mitth. k. zool. Mus. Dresd. Heft iii. p. 355 (1878).

Tuis fine species 1s at present only known from the Arfak Mountains in North-western New Guinea, whence
the first specimens were sent to Kurope by Mr. Bruyn and Dr. Beccari. We have also seen a specimen in
Dr. Guillemard’s collection from the same locality.

This Goshawk 1s a very distinct species, and belongs to the Austro-Malayan section of the genus Astur,
which embraces the species which have a rufous collar round the hind neck. It differs from all its allies,
however, by having the ear-coverts slaty black like the head and back, and by the deep vinous chestnut of
the under surface.

The following description was taken by us from the type specimen belonging to the Genoa Museum, a
sight of which was granted to us by Count Salvadort during his last visit to England :—

Adult female. General colour above deep black ; head black like the back, from which it is separated by

a broad well-defined collar of vinous chestnut; quills and tail black like the upper surface, the inner webs
rather browner, barred with black; entire sides of face black like the crown ; throat also black, but mottled
with white bases to the feathers, many of the latter being white barred with black; remainder of under
surface of body deep vinous chestnut, with shightly developed whitish bars on the flanks and lower abdomen ;
under wing-coverts and axillaries vinous chestnut, with remains of lighter cross bars, the greater series and
the inner webs of the quills greyish white with a vinous tinge and barred with blackish. Total length 152
inches, culmen 1-1, wing 100, tail 7-8, tarsus 2-65.

The Plate represents an adult bird of about the size of life, with a smaller figure in the background.
Both are drawn from a specimen procured by Dr. Guillemard in the Arfak Mountains, and kindly lent to us
by that gentleman.

[R. B. S.]
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ERYTHROTRIORCHIS DORIA.

Marquis Doria’s Goshawk.

Megatriorchis dorie, Salvad. & D’Albert. Ann. Mus. Civic. Genov. vii. p. 805 (1875).—Gurney, Ibis, 1877, p. 436.
—ld. Ibis, 1878, p. 87.—Salvad. Orn. Papuasia e delle Molucche, i. p. 41 (1880).—Gurney, List of
Diurnal Birds of Prey, p. 45 (1884).

Erythrotriorchas dorie, Sharpe, Journ. Linn. Soc., Zool. xvii. p. 406 (1884).

Tais 1s one of the finest discoveries made by the celebrated Italian traveller I)’Albertis during his voyage to

South-eastern New Guinea, and it is one of the peculiar forms which inhabit both that great island and

-

Northern Australia.

The original specimen came from Hall Bay, in South-eastern New Guinea, and this is the bird which
forms the principal ficure in the Plate, and which we consider to be immature. The second specimen
figured in the Plate 1s apparently a fully adult bird, and was obtaimned by Mr. Goldie on the Astrolabe
Mountains 1 South-eastern New Guinea. We believe 1t to be an adult male, and the type to be an immature
female, notwithstanding some discrepancies in the proportions of the quills and tail-feathers exhibited by
the two specimens. If we are correct 1n thus assigning the relation of these two individuals, then it is

evident that the genus Megatriorchis 1s the same as the Australian genus Zorythrotriorchis, of which E. radiatus

|

s the representative species on the latter continent. A larger number of specimens is, however, requisite

to settle the point suri:sf.zlctm*ily.

The ﬁ)r(_m-*ing are exact ( escriptions of the two sl)eciuwns referred to :—

y obsolete rufous margins to the feathers of the

-

Adult. General colour above glossy black, with near

upper surface; wing-coverts black, very plamly and broadly edged with chestnut ; bastard-wing and
primary-coverts black, with tdistinet bars of ashy brown, nearly obsolete on the bastard-wing ; quills black,
barred across with brown, these bars less distinet on the mner webs ; tail-feathers black, barred with ashy
orey, about twelve bars bemg discernible on the central feathers ; the outer tail-feathers with about the same
number of brown bars, as well as one at the tip; crown of head uniform black, the nape crested ; feathers
below the eye and ear-coverts black, the feathers edged with rufous buff, imparting a streaked appearance ;

cheeks and throat rufescent buff| streaked with black down the centre of the feathers; remainder of under

surface white, broadly streaked with black, and marked sheghtly with chestnut, especially on the sides of the
body; the black bars rather broken up and in the form of large spots on the flanks, abdomen, and under

tail-coverts 5 thighs broadly barred with black and white, with a chestnut spot m the centre of the black

bars ; under wing-coverts black 1 the centre, rufous or rufous white on the edges; the lower series
blackish, barred with ashy or greyish white like the lower surface of the quills. Total length 20 inches,
culmen 1:05, wing 128, tail 10-0, tarsus 3-1.

Immature. General colour above brown, regularly barred across with lighter brown, the edges of the
feathers rather more rufous or fawn-coloured ; head brown, streaked with rufous, the feathers edged with
this colour and having creamy white bars 5 broad eyebrow of white feathers streaked with black ; a small
crest of pointed plumes; nape-plumes white, with a rufous tinge, and mesially streaked with black ; bind

neck like the back, but more mottled with black spade-shaped terminal spots to the feathers; wing-coverts

ashy brown, tipped with fawn-colour, and broadly barred across with darker brown; quills ashy brown,
broadly barred across with blackish brown for their entire length, the interspaces on the secondaries lighter,
these quills being much paler tipped ; upper tail-coverts and tail-feathers ashy brown, tipped with greyish,
slightly tinged with rufous on the former, the tail-feathers crossed with twelve bars of blackish brown ; sides
of face and ear-coverts white, the feathers mesially streaked with dark brown, the ear-coverts tipped with
blackish brown, forming a distinet patch 3 under surface of body creamy white, streaked with dark brown,
very narrowly on the throat, broader on the abdomen and lower breast, the thighs and under tail-coverts
with nearly obsolete mesial streaks; fore neck and breast broadly streaked with light rufous, browner on the
former, the breast-feathers with a shaft-streak of dark brown ; under wing-coverts and axillaries white, with
a dark brown shaft-streak ; quills ashy below, white near the base, barred with dark brown, the bars about
nine in number : bill black, the cere and eyelids ash-colour; feet whitish grey ; s chestnut-brown ”
(D Albertis). Total length 7:5 inches, culmen 1:7, wing 137, tail 128, tarsus 3-4.

The principal ficure m our Plate 1s drawn from the type specumen, Megatriorchis dorie, which was kindly
lent to me by the Marquis Doria. The hinder ficure is taken from the specimen in the British Museum,

which we have identified as the adult male of the species.

[R.B. S.]
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HARPYOPSIS NOVA GUINE A&, Swuvad

New-Guinea Harpy-Eagle.

Harpyopsis nove guinee, Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civie. Genov. vii. p. 682 (1875).—1d. & D’Albert. tom. cit. p. 805
(1875).—5Salvad. op. cit. ix. p. 10 (1875), x. pp- 115, 117 (1877), xii. p. 36 (1878).—Gurney, Ibis, 1877,
p. 435 1878, p. 87.—Sharpe, Mitth. k. zool. Mus. Dresden, i. p. 355, pl. xxix. (1878).—D’Albert. &
Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic. Genov. xiv. p. 28 (1879).—Sharpe, Journ. Linn. Soc., Zool. xiv. p. 627 (1879).
—>alvad. Orn. Papuasia e delle Molucche, i. p. 40 (1880), iii. App. p» 507 (1882).—D’Albert. New
Guinea, 1. p. 278, pl. x. (1880)—Sharpe, Journ. Linn. Soc.. Zool. xvi. p. 421 (1882).—Gurney, List of
Diurnal Birds of Prey, p. 46 (1884).—Finsch n. Meyer in Madardsz, Zeitschr. ges. Orn. iil. p. 2 (1886).

T'urs magnificent bird of prey is one of the most important and at the same time one of the most
interesting  of all the discoveries made by Signor D’Albertis during his travels in New Guinea. It
s a veritable Harpy, like the Harpy-Eagle of South America ( Zhrasaetus harpyia), which it so closely
resembles in outward form that we had great difficulty in finding characters for its generic separation
from the South-American bird. It has the crest differently formed to that of the true Harpy, and the

wing 1s shorter in proportion to the length of the tail ; but there can be no doubt that the two forms

are timately allied.  How such a close stmilarity has been obtained between two Eagles inhabiting such
widely different localities as South America and New Guinea, the avifaune of which have, generally
speaking, very little in common, is a problem of geographical distribution which our present knowledge
has no means of explaining.

D’Albertis first met with the Harpyopsis at Andei, in North-western New Guinea, and bhere it was
also procured by Dr. Meyer, whose specimen  was beautifully ficured by Mr. Keulemans in the
‘ Mittheilungen’ of the Dresden Museum (/. ¢.). During his travels in South-eastern New Guinea
D’Albertis again met with the species in Hall Bay and on the Fly River, and a figure, copied from
the before-mentioned plate of Mr. Keulemans, is oiven in his work on New Guinea. Mr. Broadbent
tound the Harpy at Fairfax Harbour, Port Moresby, and 1t was also procured by Mr. Hunstein in a
small 1sland oftf East Cape.

Mr. H. O. Forbes has sent a beautiful example from the Sogeri district in the Astrolabe Mountains,
and Mr. Goldie has met with 1t in the same region. He says that the native name is * Duna,” and
he also forwarded to England two white eggs supposed to be those of the Harpy, but they appeared

=)
Mr. Broadbent describes 1t as a ““scrub bird,” but norhing definite of i1ts habits has yet - been

to us to be the eggs of some large Hornbill rather than those of a bird of prey.

published.  Signor D’Albertis shot a specimen on a tree stump, m the act of devouring a kangaroo
(Macropus papuanus).
The following 1s a description of the specimen procured by Dr. Meyer at Andei:—

Adult. General colour above brown, with a slight bronzy gloss in certain lights, most of the feathers

with a dull whitish edging, more distinet on the feathers of the head and neck, which are edged

with hoary whitish, and form rather a full crest; lesser wing-coverts conspicuously margined with

white, all the feathers dark brown before the tip, the creater series with one or two dark bars 5 quills
brown, regalarly barred with darker brown, the terminal bar broader than the others; tail brown,
mottled with whity brown towards the base, and crossed with seven bars of darker brown, all the
teathers narrowly edged with whitish at the tip; lores and region of the eye bare, scantily baired ;

sides of face and sides of neck brown like the crest, with paler and more fulvescent margins ; chin

whitish ; lower throat brown like the sides of the neck, and with the same pale edges; rest of under
surface white, ashy ow the chest, some of the flank-feathers slightly washed with brown; under Wing-
coverts white 3 lower surface of quills greyish white, with broad bars of dark brown, breaking up into
mottlings towards the base of the feathers: ¢bill blackish horn-colour; feet very pale yellow; iris
chestnut-brown.” = T'otal length 305 inches, culmen 2:5, wing 165, tail 146, tarsus 5°0.

In a male collected by Mr. Broadbent the eyes were recorded as dark brown, and the measurements

were as follows :(—Total length 31 inches, culmen 27, wing 186, tail 15°5, tarsus 5°2.

Mr. Forbes’s specimen, a figure of which is given in the accompanying Plate, of about two thirds of

the natural size, measures as follows :—Total length 30 inches, culmen 22, wing 160, tail 155, tarsus 5°3.

[R. B. S.]

-..-lF':""




Y
Lttt

A AT

L 5

)

-

ATR

] o -L

g ey N

° A N

N — :
S - : e e e e
..__ﬂmu!!nf .._ah.....__.u..-_..ﬂ....ua.vﬂfﬁqd.frdﬂ.wﬂ.i.ﬁ.«!q..n.4....r..._h......ﬂ..r.ﬁ..dl.ﬂhnh..._..h....nu-m..Hh.i._..rFﬂ...H...ﬂ.H..




-
kT




o

Mintern Bros. ung

- - -

{

- = —

piog e e = A g,
bk AR T o b e L )
.u....ﬂ..jh..u.._w i P _.htr oy -

L Lo S O F T A s . 4 57 _a..

. 5 - 1 . o iy el
Y 1 . ™ - P T - . ~FN = Mt & ul s oo L
- y = . : i
E - y 4 n e Y a POY - y 5 e # 3 - = e & & it S - — -, -
= el = - % L . b L i\ B s N . - L - o v el . i 2 ) =
: I L] - T e 4 5 o - — - - ‘ . = r 3 "] ' » ¥ g
. ", 3 i F Al B o i S TP - - . : = e = . - - * e i s
Ty - - £ b . i " 1 a . —_— o . r 1 ;. . | i 0 r X
- i N e i - i . W, (D & L3 h . 3 3 J ! I + P b ™ T 1 - o 1 ¥
o ’ L4 d ‘ ¥ i T . L i o B L W R & o o - ., i e L 2 L et F X =
- o " . L ] K - r W (N
i o ¢ 1 - o i ry i AL e Y - b fl i o iy YA . (i v N N B M
. ¥ * * A ., 1 ¥
= 1. | 7 A | ' ik . o X . s Ty \ 33 5 . ¥ ¥ g T ] L . T 2 - i AT T =
3 = I = " g d T, - A 1 L = v ¥ ! [ B ¥ i . o s o - % o A #
. 4 5 s L ' W oL gl ok — | - - il - - - - 1 Py e g e s o 4 . o s
o it 5 ! i 'y ’ . C . ' 4 . i - il - > - ik o Bl ; LY P s F e Ry .4....1.......-.._. N o e £ e . ‘ iz 7 !
o 4 = o e a L 2 - S = - o 5 L . ¥, o = iy ! L A e M M S - L i I3 ol
. W T e - 4 g i A - ¥ ] d - - ¥ - & 4, - & & -
2 ak - ! = " o - iy ST 4 = ; k. ; - B ' -, 3 .aa.ra....q...._..n._.f.._...._ -m__.. == et - & Frir B Ly . A ey
i 0 ] JF o - r i ¥ p v ST L Eag o o . o . . B LT - i L . B ] pee® . ) " = =, Y
3 L . = I = " 2 s # | - . N c I + . e .
» il ik .y o (] Ml s sl ¢ i ' [ W =" 5
e o - [ sl L N oy il ey D R L M 1 L ' : ] ¥ ? oy X
e \ 4 3 . 3 i i o : A 4,
; - b % : y 3 o i s . . i = ~ 14 : S 5, - = : -1 i i i ¥, % o - - o v
- # - pof - . L L . o . L Ve ML Y [ s = S 3 el 3 1 i = = - f
. 5 [} i 3 = i o i ¥ g i " q I " - e : 1 ¥ . E i i
e P % 5 - 2 . o il L RIS o h - - L S e . A ¢ b e
E 4 F ¥ 4 e s . a Sam F g i " g m it L i - il L . W '3
v - = - 5 T - - % Tl - W b i - P R i - -
o T L ¥ - 'y - % r - - i - e o ’ Y L (4 . s u A ek ..__ R *
Y . - & ¥ X oy R . 7 -
. g ot - — - = g . & iy 1 # " y p 4 4 - L% ‘ L A A
] T = (" a o - . o) § . + "= 5 a ¥ I
[ Y e { . T F P iy o F= W " e : e ' i
4 wwi | gt " LA o -
| .

bt e

b - .
. - — - — E ®
' -

—
I-lll-.lll.f..l-_ - —

boNAL A SN DENAFENA - A o RN AN ST N TR M AN N AN A NP N2 NUA N TN Ag A 2 34 Fg 3 P wh 4 WA Py o Py N8 Py 3k Ay WA g 3

S e T e e, S v S—— - — - —— e . g B i

R e

e ——— i —— -

A.j?.-... i
‘» i

T Sssx” =g > " ¥ o —
L__.r,.._” , a.w.::.. a.,ﬂ_r o) 1\.. rum.,. e 27 T M.“l
o NS @\ v
R SN IAAETS
\_4 | &~

=, —

e
_AD \‘ ’ .

- Y
. ; . o “als 4 ;.F :
£ o C B G i

o R &Y
....._.. .,1%

] . -

" -

— . -

.._.____ -l —




=

— * e = g ......... e ...w. ....hn.—!.u. me..-nlﬁ.......u i
Ay T e T T T %

- o




o
%
g
.m
N

. Y
ey
-

s i

o

44 |

- e W e — . . —
= dg e R LA BT N MDY M gy L P 38 P w8 Farn Ap h by g P S yaay o Ty gh g g e G e e e, ey " xT,

rE L e o - P A
_ R AN PR Lot g O AN o v AT
; ; : _ : T .... y .... ; % P : * s ] .% .ﬂ..‘ 4 ED
! e N = iy e g Gl L . % — = - S S = TP s 2 e ' -
b e, i . = Al gy o L ol L i . . L B oy

—a

FIT AR e




BAZA GURNEY L Ramsuy.

Gurney’s Cuckoo-Falcon.

Baza remmwardte (nec Mull. & Schl.), Tristram, Lbis, 1882, pp. 133, 141.
Baza gurneyi, Ramsay, Journ. Linn. Soc. xvi. p. 130 (1883).—Salvad. Orn. di Papuasia e delle Molucche, 1i1.
App., p. 506 (1882).—Grant, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1888, p. 188.

For a considerable time the Cuckoo-Falcon of the Solomon Islands was supposed to be speciﬁcnlly the

same as B. remwardti, a species of somewhat extended distribution 1n Papuasia, as it occurs over the
oreater part of New Guinea and Salwati, as well as in the 1slands of Mysol, Misori, Ceram, Amboina,
and the Ke¢ and Aru groups. The history of the separation of the Solomon-Island bird 1s not very
clear, but appears to be somewhat as follows :—In 1880 Mr. E. P. Ramsay described Mr. Cockerell’s
collections from the Solomon group, and recorded an example of a Baze from * Cape Pitt,” which
he said agreed exactly with Port-Moresby specimens. Later, in 1882, he described the species from

the Solomon Archipelago as Baza gurneyi, and he observes :—“ When I first notified B. reinwardéi from

the Solomon Islands, I was under the impression I had a veritable Solomon-Island bird before me. [t
now turns out that such was not the case: hence the mistake.” Mr. Ramsay omits to tell us where
the supposed ¢ Cape Pitt” specimen really came from after all, and as he gives the localities for his
Baza ourneyi as “Ugi” (Rev. G. DBrown) and  Cape Pitt” (Cockerell), 1t will be seen that he

has left the subject in a state of considerable uncertainty. What seems certain is that B. gurneys 1s

confined to the Solomons, one of Lieat. Richards’s skins from Russell Island being now 1n the British

Museum (¢f. Tristram, Z ¢.), and the same institution has recently received two specimens coilected

by Mr. C. M. Woodford in Guadalcanar; the two last-named localities can be depended upon, as
well as that of the island of Ugt.
When writing his account of Baza reinwardti for his work on Papuan ornithology, Gount Salvador

remarks on a specimen collected by the Rev. G. Brown, but to which no locality was attached. "T'his

-

specimen 1s 1n  the Tweeddale collection, and agrees thoroughly with a New-Ireland specimen also

J

obtained by Mr. Brown and now in the British Museum, so that there can be little doubt as to the

-

habitat of New Ireland being correct for the first specimen, as suggested by Count Salvadori.  Botl

J

these individuals likewise agree with the specimen described and figured i the present work, which
1s a male from New Britain, collected by the late Dr. Klemschmidt. The trath 1s that B. gurney:
1s only an 1nsular form of Papuan B. remwardt, distinguished by 1ts light under surface, broader
terminal black band to the tail, and almost pure white under wing-coverts. ‘T'he birds from New Britain
and New Ireland are, again, a paler edition of B. gurneyi, with the same light under surface and white
under wing-coverts, but still further distinguished by the light grey bars of the under surface. They

are quite as worthy of a nawe as B. gurneyi; and as the Germans have called these islands by the title

N

v

of the Bismarck Archipelago, we will attach the name of the great Chancellor to the Guckoo-Falcon

of that locality, as we fully believe 1t to be distinct. In the event of our surmise. proving correct, the

| -
?)

Plate of the present work must be referred to Baza bismarckaa.

N

N

The figure in the Plate is of the natural size and 1s drawn from the specimen mentioned above.

[R. B. S.]
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NINOX ODIOSA, scater

New-Britain Hawk-Owl.

Nwnow teniata (?), Ramsay, Proc. Linn. Soc. N. S. W. i. p. 369 (1876).
Nwnoz odiosa, Sclater, P.7Z.S. 1877, p. 108.—Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic. Genov. xii. p. 41 (1878).—Ramsay, Proc.
Linn. Soc. N. S. W. iii. p. 249 (1879).—Salvad. Orn. Papuasia, etc. i. p. 86 (1880).—Id. Atti R. Accad.
Torin. xvi. p. 620 (1881).—Gurney, Ibis, 1882, p. 131.—Salvad. Orn. Papuasia, etc. iii. p. 511 (1882)

TuE original specimen of this Owl was sent from New Britain by the Rev. George Brown, and since the
arrival of the first example, several more have been procured by Lieut. Richards, Mr. Kleinschmidt, Dr. Finsch,
and others ; but it appears to have been found only in New Britain, and not in any of the adjacent groups of
1slands.

As suggested by Dr. Sclater in his description of the species, there can be no doubt that in many respects
the present bird is allied to V. punctulata of Celebes; but there are so many points of difference that they
cannot be confounded together. In the Celebean bird the back is spotted, as well as the head, and there are
none of the white marks on the scapulars and wing-coverts which are conspicuous in V. odiosa. Underneath,
the finely striated breast and abdomen distinguish the latter species from the thickly mottled and barred under
surface of V. punctulata.

T'he following is the description of the adult male :—

General colour above pale chocolate-brown, nearly uniform ; the scapulars with concealed bars of white and
longitudinal ovate markings of the same on the outer web ; the rump and upper tail-coverts with a few minute
spots or bars of pale ruddy brown ; wing-coverts nearly uniform, with a few spots and small bars of white,
larger and more conspicuous on the greater series, which have the same ovate markings as the scapulars ;
bastard wing pale chocolate-brown, the primary-coverts rather more dusky brown, both series being perfectly
uniform ; quills dusky brown, externally pale chocolate, with a few spots of white on the edge of the outer and
inner webs ; head and nape dull umber-brown, profusely spotted with rather narrow bars of brownish white ;
nasal plumes brown with blackish centres ; above the eye a broad streak of white ; feathers below the eye also
whitish ; the ear-coverts chocolate-brown, barred with blackish and having whitish shaft-lines ; throat white,
the feathers on the sides of the throat having blackish tips and forming a disk ; remainder of under surface
white, the feathers centred with narrow brown streaks, somewhat widening towards the ends ; sides of breast
chocolate-brown, mottled with spots and bars of white ; thighs dull white, slightly streaked on the upper parts
with chocolate 5 under wing-coverts white with chocolate-brown tips ; axillaries and under wing-coverts white,
mottled with chocolate-brown on the edge of the wing, the lower series dusky brown barred internally with
yellowish white, thus resembling the lower surface of the quills 5 < bill ash-colour; feet drab; iris yellow ™’
(Llichards). Total length 10 mches, culmen 0'8, wing 6:4, tail 4:2, tarsus 1-3.

The specimen 1s one which Mr. Ramsay lent to us; it is a male procured by Captain Richards in New
Britain on the 30th of July, 1879, and is represented in the Plate of the full size. The description is taken

from the same specimen.

[R. B. S.]
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NINOX FORBESI, Scater
Forbes’s Hawk-Owl.

Ninox forbest, Sclater, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1883, p. 52, pl. xi.

Tue present species, which has been named in honour of Mr. H. O. Forbes, who discovered it in the
Tenimber Islands, belongs to a little group of Hawk-Owls which have the head uniform. N, squanipila of
Ceram has many points of resemblance to the subject of our present article, but is altogether of a darker
rufous colour, has the toes scantily feathered, the upper tail-coverts barred with white, and not more than
seven broad blackish bars on the tail-feathers. Below, both species are similar, but V. forbesi does not have
the under wing-coverts barred as in N. squamipila.

T'he nearest ally of V. forbesi 1s undoubtedly Ninow hantu of Wallace from Bourou; but this bird, though
agreeing 1n the paler and more cinnamon-rufous colours of the plumage, 1s distinguished by its scantily
feathered toes, which have only a few hair-like bristles. Both species have the under wing-coverts uniform
like the breast ; but N. hantu 1s a much darker bird, with broader bars on the tail-feathers and no white on
the wing-coverts ; the under surface also is more uniform cinnamon-rufous, and does not show the white bars
which distinguish V. forbes:.

»

Mr. Forbes mforms us that he only met with this species on one occasion in Timor Laut, and this was

during an excursion to the mainland on the 9th of August, 1882. While conducting a palaver with the
natives to obtain permission to shoot near the village of Loetoe, his native hunters managed to procure a pair
of this Owl while they were awaiting the result of Mr. Forbes’s negotiations with the villagers.  The birds
were sitting 1 a thick bushy tree at no great height from the ground. '

The following 1s a descripti'on of the typical specimen figured by Dr. Sclater :—

Adult male (type of species). General colour above reddish brown, rather more rufous on the upper
tail-coverts ; scapulars barred with white or yellowish buff, with narrow cross bars of dusky brown; wing-

usky brown and fulvous or white ; bastard wing like

coverts like the back, the greater series barred with ¢
the other coverts ; primary-coverts nearly uniform dark brown, with slightly indicated reddish-brown cross
bars ; quills reddish brown barred with blackish, the interspaces being paler and either fulvous or whitish,

the mner secondaries less barred ; tail-feathers light rufous-brown, with eleven bars of dusky blackish on the

centre ones, sixteen on the outer feathers, which show whitish interspaces for more than half of the length
of the outer web; head and hind neck more dingy rufous-brown than the back, with the colour of which it
1s 1n slight contrast ; base of forehead and lores white, extending above the fore part of the eye and having

black shaft-lines ; feathers below the eye and ear-coverts dingy reddish brown, like the head ; base of cheeks

and base of chin white; throat and breast tawny rufous, the latter slightly mottled with paler cross bars
of fulvous or narrower ones of dusky ; abdomen and flanks barred broadly with white and more narrowly
with dusky brown, the latter with a conterminous line of tawny buff; thighs and under tail-coverts tawny
rufous, the latter barred with dusky and with broader bands of yellowish white; under wing-coverts and
axillaries tawny rufous, the edge of the wing white, the greater series of coverts and the quills below paler
and more yellowish buff, more reddish brown towards the end of the quills, which are barred across with
blackish brown 5 < bill pale corneous ; feet pale yellow, covered with bristly hairs, soles of feet nearly orange ;
iris rich golden ” (A, 0. Forbes). ‘Total length 115 inches, culmen 1:05, wing 74, tail 4'5, tarsus 1-1.
The female bird, which was brought over by Mr. Forbes on his return from Timor Laut (too late for us

to figure on the Plate, which had unfortunately been printed off before Mr. Forbes’s arrival), ounly differs
from the male i being paler and n having the breast barred with pale cinnamon like the abdomen, but not
so broadly.

The Plate 1s drawn from the type specimen, which Dr. Sclater was kind enough to lend us, and portrays

the adult male, of about the full size, in two positions.

[R.B. S.]
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NINOX DIMORPH A.

Salvadori’s Hawk-Owl.

Athene dimorpha, Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic. Genov. vi. p. 308 (1874).

Nwmow dimorpha, Sharpe, Ibis, 1875, p. 258.—Id. Cat. Birds in Brit. Mus. ii. p. 175 (1875).—Salvad. Ann. Mus. -

Civic. Genov. x. p. 118 (1877), xii. p. 40 (1878).—Ramsay, Proc. Linn. Soc. N. S. Wales, iii. p. 248
(1879).—>alvad. Ibis, 1879, p. 319.—Id. Orn. Papuasia e delle Molucche, i. p. 83 (1880)
> Athene, sp., Ramsay, Proc. Linn. Soc. N. S. Wales, i. p. 388 (1876), ii. p. 19 (1877).

WaeN we wrote the second volume of the ¢ Catalogue of Birds’ this species was unknown to us, and we
were indebted to the kindness of Count Salvadori for a sketch of the type specimen, from which we oathered

ight even be the type of a new genus. The genus

that 1t might belong to the genus Glaucidium, or that it m

-

Glaucidium, however, is unknown in the Australian region, and the discovery of a species 1n Papuasia would

have been somewhat surprising ; but an examination of a specimen of Ninow dimorpha proves that all these

speculations were wrong, and that the bird is a true Ninowr, as might have beeu expected from the locality.
Its position in the last-named genus is very easily defined, for it can be recognized at once by its streaked
breast, spotted hind neck, and banded wing-coverts, the latter resembling the back. It was originally
discovered near Sorong, in North-western New Guinea, by Signor D’Albertis, and Mr. Ramsay has received
an adult and a nestling bird from the vicinity of Port Moresby ; of the identity of the latter specimen there

=

b

may be some doubt, but that the species occurs also 1 South-eastern New Guinea is unquesttonable, a

Mr. H. O. Forbes has sent a specimen from the Sogeri district of the Astrolabe Mountains, of which we
give a detailed description :—

Adult. General colour above dark brown, regularly banded across with light rufous, whiter on the
scapulars, which have also large white patches externally 5 wing-coverts like the back, the rufous bars
obscure on the lesser coverts, but especially distinet on the greater series, which resemble the quills ;
bastard-wing and primary-coverts blackish, with a few obscure rufescent bands ; quills blackish, banded
with rufous externally, the bands more ashy on the iuner webs and at the ends of the feathers ; upper tail-
coverts like the back; tail-feathers blackish, barred with ashy rufous, the bands twelve in number on the
centre feathers, as well as the outer ones, on which, however, they are not strictly conterminous on both

webs ; crown of head blackish brown, streaked with tawny rufous, with which colour the feathers are edged

’

the nape and hind neck being pale tawny rufous with large blackish-brown mesial spots 5 lores white, with
some harr-like black plumes; eyebrows and base of forehead white, streaked with black ; ear-coverts ashy
erey, streaked with black ; cheeks, feathers below the eye, and chin white with narrow black shaft-lines, the
hinder cheeks tinged witl tawny buff and more broadly streaked with blackish ; sides of neck like the hind
neck ;5 throat, chest, and under surface of body pale tawny buff, streaked with black ; the lower breast and
abdomen rather whiter and more boldly streaked, sides of body and flanks buffy white ; thighs and under

tail-coverts white, the latter streaked with black ; under wing-coverts and axillaries pale tawny buff, streaked

with black ; quills below blackish brown, profusely banded with ashy brown or fulvous: ¢ bill lead-colour :
toes  yellow s iris yellow ” (D’ Albertis).  Total length 115 inches, culmen 1-0, wing 81, tail 55,
tarsus 1-o.

The figure in the Plate represents an adult bird, and is drawn from the specimen obtained by Mr. Forbes
and described above.

[R. B. 8.]
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EPIMACH US ELLIUT'L Ward.

Elliot’s Promerops.

Epimachus ellioti, Ward, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1873, p. 743.—Elliot, Monogr. Parad. pl. 20.—Beccari, Annali Mus.
Civic. Genov. vil. p. 710.—Salvad. op. cit. ix. p. 190.—5harpe, Cat. Birds Brit. Mus. iii. p. 163.

I am fortunate in possessing the unique type of this splendid bird, which has been placed in the genus
Lopimachus by Mr. Edwin Ward, the original describer, and allowed to remain there by Mr. Elliot and Mc.

Bowdler Sharpe, both of whom have recently monographed the Birds of Paradise. I retain it in the
genus Lopimachus, but with some hesitation; for it differs considerably in its structure from Z. speciosus,
the only other representative of the genus. I would point out the difference existing 1n the sharply ending
tail-feathers of the present bird, and still more the very different shape of the beautiful flank-plumes. In
L. speciosus they form gracefully falling plumes illuminated by a subterminal metallic band ; but in Z. elliot:

there are three series of plumes on the flanks, alike in colour, but (lilrcring 10 size. Whether these differ-

ences are generic will remain for subsequent writers to decide, when perfect specimens of both sexes of

Lipimachus ellioti reach Europe. The style of coloration of the present bird is also very distinct, . speciosus

showing none of the beautiful velvety texture which strikes the observer at the first glance on beholding
L. elliot:.

At present we are in ionorance as to the habitat of the latter bird. A single skin came into the POs-
session of Mr. Ward, by whom it was described ; and it afterwards passed into my hands, after being figured
in Mr. Elliot’s Monograph of the Paradise-birds. Dr. Beccari, though he tried hard to discover the species
during his expedition to the Papuan Islands, did not succeed in discovering its home ; but he believes that it

will ultimately be found to inhabit the mountains of Waigiou. One may be almost certain that the same

locality which possesses this brilliant species will also produce other interesting birds new to science.

The tollowing 1s Mr. Elliot’s description of the typical specimen :—

“ Top of head rich amethyst ; occiput and sides of neck also amethyst, changing in certain lights to a rich
ight greenish gloss; back, wings, upper tail-coverts, and tail brilliant violet-purple ; the wings and the
tail also marbled with a dark amethyst hue, like watered silk, clmnging according to the light ; throat and
upper portion of breast deep maroon colour, with purple reflections ; a narrow reddish purple band crosses
the lower part of the breast; sides of the breast, flanks, and rest of underparts dark green, the flank-
teathers much elongated, and stretching beyond the wings; beneath the shoulder of the wing spring two
rows of plumes, which are greenish at the base, graduating into deep purple, and terminating in a brilliant
metallic blue, very much narrower on the upper row than the lower one. The plumage of the entire bird
s very velvety in texture, and, with the exception of the metallic parts, appears black m ordinary lights;
bill black, rich orange-yellow at the gape.”

T'he prmcipal figure in the Plate represents the species of nearly the size of life, and is drawn from
the type specimen 1n my collection.
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EPIMACHUS SPECIOSUS.

Great Promero ps.

Le Grand Promérops de la Nouvelle- Guinée, Sonn. Voy. N. Guin. p. 163, pl. 101.
Le Promerops brun de la Nowvelle- Guinee, id. tom. cit. p. 164, pl. 100.
Grand Promerops a paremens frisés, Buff. H. N. Ois. vi. p. 472.
Promerops de la Nowvelle- Guinée, Buff. Pl. Enl. vi. pls. 638, 639.

Upupa speciosa, Bodd. Tabl. Pl. Enl. p. 39.

striata, Bodd. tom. cit. p. 39.

New- Guwnea Brown Promerops, Lath. Gen. Syn. 1. pt. 2, p. 694.

Grand Promerops, Lath. tom. cit. p. 695.

Upupa fusca, Gm. S. N. 1. p. 468.

magna, Gm. tom. cit. p. 468.

Le Promérops raye, Audeb. et Vieill. Ois. Dor. i. pl. 7.

Le Promerops a large parure, Levaill. H. N. Promér. et Guép. pls. 13, 15.

Promerops striata, Shaw, Gen. Zool. viii. p. 144.

——— superbus, Shaw, tom. cit. p. 145.

Falcinellus superbus, Vieill. N. Dict. d’Hist. Nat. xxviil, p. 166.
magnificus, Vieill. tom. cit. p. 167.

Epimachus magnus, Cuvier, Regne Anim. 1. p. 407.

superbus, Steph. Gen. Zool. xiv. p. 77.—Wagler, Syst. Av. Epunachus, sp. 1.—Less. Traité, p. 321,
Atlas, pl. 73. fig. 1.—Rosenb. J. f. O. 1864, p. 123.

Cinnamolegus papuensis, Less. O1s. Parad. Syn. p. 32.—Id. H. N. pls. 39, 40.

Epimachus speciosus, Gray, Gen. B. 1. p. 94.—5chl. Mus. P.-B. Coraces, p. 94.—Elliot, Monogr. Parad. pl. xix.
—>Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic. Genov. vil. p. 785, 1x. p. 190.—Sharpe, Cat. B. iii. p. 162 (1877).

— magnus, Bp. Consp. 1. p. 411.—Wall. Ibis, 1861, p. 287.—Id. P. Z. S. 1862, p. 160.—Id. Malay Arch.
1. ph 266.—SchlRIEERON1I8615pa 386 = 1d SN TN DIS 183 32

maaimus, Gray, P. Z. 5. 1861, p. 433.—1d. Hand-l. B. 1. p. 105.—Beccari, Ann. Mus. Civic. Genov.

vil. p. 710.—Id. Ibis, 1876, p. 249.

[x spite of the long list of synonyms with which this species has been burdened by naturalists, the actual
imformation respecting its habits 1s almost wanting ; neither can I pretend to give a long account of the bird,

simply for the reason that there is nothing to tell. I cannot weary my readers with a dissertation on the

various incidents through which this fine Bird of Paradise has reached the very complicated synonymy which
has marked 1ts scientific history. Suffice it to say that, owing to our meagre knowledge of the bird in a
natural state, the males and the females have generally been taken for separate species; and although 1m-
perfect skins have been sent to Europe 1n some numbers for the last hundred years, we have had to wait

until quite recently for the gladdening of our eyes by the receipt of the perfect bird.

[t 1s at once the largest and the most remarkable, 1f not the most beautiful, of the thin-billed Birds of

Paradise, which comprise the Rifle-birds, the Twelve-wired Seleucides, and the lately discovered Sickle-billed
Drepanornis. Only two species of Lpimachus are known—the subject of the present article, and £. elliot; :
the latter 1s still represented by the single type specimen in my collection, the habitat of which, though
supposed to be the 1sland of Waigiou, 1s not yet known for certain.

Mr. Wallace did not meet with the present species during his explorations in Papuasia. He says,
“This splendid bird 1nhabits the mountains of New Guinea, in the same district with the Superb (Lophorina
atra) and the Six-shafted (Parotia seapennis) Paradise-birds, and, [ was informed, 1s sometimes found in the
ranges near the coast. I was several times assured by different natives that this bird makes its nest in a
hole underground, or under rocks, always choosing a place with two apertures, so that it may enter at one
and go out at the other. This is very unlike what we should suppose to be the habits of the bird ; but it
Is not easy to conceive how the story originated 1if it 1s not true; and all travellers know that native accounts
of the habits of animals, however strange they may seem, almost invariably turn out to be correct.”

The following note appears in Dr. Beccarr’s Ornithological Letter :—

“ The Epimacle have been separated from the other birds of Paradise; but I think this 1s paradoxical.
The form and the length of the beak of Lpimachus maximus 1s most variable ; the young males and females
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2oth of that of the adult males and females. "I'his fact made me
)

are found with the beak only half the le | |
ot T had found the female of I2. ellioti : but I was mistaken. An Epmz{zc/m.s' seems to be found

think at first tl
at Waigiou, and will proba
machus maximus and Astrapia gulars
nearly always above 6000 feet elevation.
whic; h:_wc‘atmine(l perfect plumage are rare, perhaps because they take some years to acquire it. Both

of them live on the fruits of certam I
& h =0 = p A ) (IR e ) _"__‘l Y9
phytous on the trunks of trees. The rides of the large Epimachus are dark brick-red.

The descriptions are taken from Mr. Bowdler Sharpe’s ¢ Catalogue of Birds.

Adult male. Above velvety black, with metallic feathers of coppery green on the head, middle of the back,
ramp; lores and feathers on the side of the head metallic like the crown; entire under surface of
lack, with a purplish brown gloss on the sides of the body ; on each side of the breast Springs

e-shaped plumes in the shape of a fan, velvety black, tipped with a broad band of steel-blue,
r and drooping, the outer

bly be Z. ellioti; but 1 was not able to return th({re as 1 had mtended. Epi.
are onlv found on the hichest and most difficult peaks of Mount Arfak,

Specimens in dark plumage are common enough ; but those

2andanaceee, and especially on those of the Freycinetie, which are epi-

(]

body reh’ety |

a tuft of sick
) is a narrow subterminal band of purplish blue; flank-feathers lon,
yronzy-green, before which 1s a double subterminal band of velvety black

ack, with a gloss of steel-blue ; tail-feathers black, all but the three outer-

J-"K

|

before whicl
ones broadly tipped with metallic

and purplish blue ; wings velvety b.
most feathers washed with steel-blue, the two centre ones entirely of this colour; bill and legs black.

Total length 26 inches, culmen 2:85, wing 7-2, tail 16-7.

L'emale. Upper part of head brownish red ; rest of upper parts olive-brown, becoming slightly rufous on

the rump and upper tail-coverts ; secondaries reddish brown, edged with rufous; primaries dark brown,

edge of outer web rufous; cheeks, throat, and upper part of breast brownish black : underparts white,
narrowly barred with black ; tail light brown, with a rufous tinge ; bill lone and slender, much curved, and
: - / @ 3

with the feet and tarsi, jet-black.
el Gonres . Pl. O T M e S | > ;
['he figures in the Plate, which represent a male of about two thirds the natural size, and a male and a

female very much reduced, are taken from a superb pair of skins in my own collection.
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DREPANORNIS CERVINICAUDA.

Bennett’s Bird of Paradise.

Drepanornis albertisui (nec Sclater), Sharpe, Journ. Linn. Soc., Zool. xvi. p. 445 (1882).—Salvad. Orn. Papuasia,
etc. 111. App. p. 552 (1882).
Drepanornis d albertisii, Ramsay, Proc. Linn. Soc. N. S. W. iv. p. 469 (1880).—Id. op. cit.viii. p. 28 (1883).

For some time 1t was suspected both by Mr. Ramsay and by ourselves that the Drepanornis from South-
eastern New Guinea was a different species from that of the Arfak Mountains, as the tail was always so
much paler than in the north-western bird. Uufortunately only female specimens were at first obtained
by the collectors in the Astrolabe Mountains, and it was only quite recently that Mr. Goldie succeeded in
procuring the males.

Dr. Bennett of Sydney, who has always proved himself a true friend to science, became the possessor of
specimens from the Astrolabe range 1n South-eastern New Guinea, and the British Museum is indebted to
his liberality for the beautiful skins which now adorn that collection. They were previously submitted to
Dr. Sclater, who exhibited them at a meeting of the Zoological Society on the 4th of December, 1883, and
gave to them the name of cervinicauda.

Mr. Ramsay has likewise procured a series for the Sydney Museunm, and has had the additional good
fortune to obtain the nest and egg of this new Bird of Paradise, which he describes as follows :—

‘““The nest 1s a thin, rather flat structure, built between a horizontal bough 1n a fork of a thin branch ; it
has a shight depression about one inch deep, a network of wire rootlets are stretched across the fork, and
the nest proper built on them ; it is composed of wiry grasses of a light reddish-brown colour, the platform
being of black wiry roots.

“The egg 1s n length 137, by 1 inch in breadth ; it is of a light dull cream-colour, with a reddish tinge,
spotted all over with oblong dashes of reddish brown and light purplish grey, closer on the thick end.”

[t 15 unnecessarv to give a complete description of this species. It may be said to be exactly like
Drepanornis albertisi from North-western New Guinea, but distinguished by its much paler rump and tail.

The type specimens are figured in the Plate, a representation of the male and female being given of about
the natural size.

[R. B. S.]
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DREPANORNIS ALBERTISI, Scater.

D’ Albertis’s Bird of Paradise.

Drepanornis albertisi, Sclater, P. Z. S. 1873, p. 558, pl. 47.—D’Albertis, ¢. ¢. p. 558.—Elliot, Monogr. Paradiseidz,
pl. 21.
Epimachus wilhelmine, Meyer, J. f. O. 1873, p. 404.—1d. 1bis, 1874, p. 303.

Tuis remarkable new form of Paradise-bird was one of the most interesting discoveries made by Signor
d’Albertis during his recent explorations in the island of New Guinea. He found 1t at Mount Arfak; and
almost simultaneously, Dr. Meyer discovered it in the same locality. We are also imnformed by Dr. Sclater
that previous to this, Baron von Rosenberg had seen a female in the collection of Mr. Van Duivenbode, at
Ternate, as long ago as April 1871 (¢f: Ibis, 1874, p. 187).

The following are the notes given by Signor d’Albertis with regard to its habits :—

““ This will probably prove to be a new bird, both cenerically and specifically. It 1s a very rare bird, and
many of the natives did not know it ; but others called it ¢ Quarna.” The peculiarity of this species consists
in the formation of the bill, head, and softness of the plumage. At first 1t does not appear to have the

beauty peculiar to other birds of this class; but when observed more closely, in a strong light, the plumage
is seen to be rich and brilliant : the feathers rising from the base of the beak are of a metallic green, and
reddish copper-colour ; the feathers of the breast, when smooth, are of a violet grey, and when raised form a
semicircle round the body, reflecting a rich golden colour; other violet-grey feathers arise from the flanks,
which are edged by a rich metallic violet tint ; and when the plumage is entirely expanded the bird appears
as if it had formed two semicircles round itself, and is very handsome.

«“ The tail- and wing-feathers are yellowish ; underneath they are of a darker shade. The head is barely

covered with small round feathers, which are rather deficient at the back of the ear. The shoulders are

tobacco-colour ; and under the throat black, blending mto olive. I'he breast 1s violet-grey, banded by a line
of olive, the rest white. The beak is black, eyes chestnut, and the feet of a dark leaden colour.

““ This species 1s met with in the vicinty of Mount Arfak. Its food 1s not known, nothing having been
found 1n the stomachs of those prepared except clean water.”

The following complete descriptions are taken from Mr. Elliot’s ¢ Monograph of the Paradiseidee : "—

c« Mule.—Head covered with short, rather stiff, licht-brown feathers, tipped with deep purple.  Two

spots of metallic-blue feathers between the eyes and bill, projecting above the eyes like horns ; a spot of

bare skin behind the eyes apparently red. Neck and back rufous brown. Primaries blackish brown, edged
with light-rufous feathers on the outer webs. Secondaries light rufous brown on outer web, black on the
inner, edged with very light reddish brown. The three innermost secondaries light reddish brown on both

webs.  Upper tail-coverts and tail bright reddish brown. Chin and throat metallic deep purple, black n
certain lights. DBreast covered with long feathers, grey, with rich purple reflections, and edged on the
lower part with dull green, crossing the body 1n a narrow bar. From either side, near the shoulder of the
wing, spring two tufts of feathers that extend beyond the breast-shield, of an intense metallic fiery red,
tipped with purple. These when not elevated are altogether hidden by the outer feathers, which are
uniform purple like the breast. From the flanks, just above the termination of the breast-shields, on either

side project two long tufts of plumes, which extend to the end of the under tail-coverts, of the same colour
as the breast, brownish grey, each feather tipped with very brilliant deep purple. The abdomen and under
tail-coverts pure white, the former streaked with purplish grey on the upper portion. Bill very long,
slender, and much curved, black. Feet and tarst dull lead-colour.

«« Female.—Head chestnut brown. Back and wings rufous brown. Primaries and secondaries blackish

brown on inner web, outer web brown. Upper tail-coverts and tail light red. Chin and throat blackish
brown, each feather with a central streak of light brown. Breast light brown, irregularly barred with dark

brown. Flanks and lower parts of body yellowish brown, indistinctly barred with dark brown, except in the

centre of the abdomen, which is light reddish white. Thighs reddish, barred with brown. Under tail-
coverts pale reddish. Iris chestnut. Bill long, curved, and slender like that of the male, black. Feet and

tars1 lead-colour.”
For the opportunity of figuring the typical specimens of this bird, 1 am indebted to the courtesy of
Signor d’Albertis. The birds are represented about the natural size.
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DREPANORNIS BRUIJNII, oustatet

Bruijn’s Bird of Paradise.

Drepanornis bruignii, Oustalet, Bull. Assoc. Scient. de France, 1880, p. 172.—Salvad. Orn. Papuasia e delle
Molucche, 1. p. 553 (1881).—Guillemard, Proc. Zool. Soc. 1885, p. 649.

It 1s much to be regretted that we have been unable to procure a fully adult bird for our illustration of the
present species, for to all appearances the specimen which has been lent to us by Dr. Guillemard for the
purposes ot this work is inmature. At the same time it is somewhat singular that all the specimens so far
procured by Mr. Bruyn’s hunters in North-western New Guinea have been similar to the bird here figured.
Dr. Guillemard, who obtained two specimens during the cruise of the ¢ Marchesa’ with Mr. Kettlewell,
gives the followmg account of his getting them :—¢ While in Ternate Mr. Bruijn showed me the skins of two
birds of the genus Drepanornis obtained by his hunters on the north coast of New Guinea a little to the
castward of the mouths of the Amberbaki River. One was marked ©female,” the other ¢ male’; but both
were destitute of any brilliant colouring whatsoever. . . . . . Mr. Bruijn informed me that his hunters had
obtained seven or eight examples of this species, but that, though of different sexes, they were all of the same
sober colourmg.  Judging from the habits of others of the Paradiseide, votably in the case of P. rubra, where
the tmmature males and females appear to live in districts quite apart from the adult male at certain seasons
of the year, and from the fact that m this group of birds the males are all of brilliant colouring, we can safely
predict that the adult male of this species has yet to be discovered, and that it will probably show a

development of subalar plames closely resembling that of D. albertisi.”

[t 1s no doubt true that when the fully-plumaged male becomes known considerable resemblance to the
same sex of 1. albertise will be discovered, and a more accurate comparison of the two species will then be
possible 5 but there can be no doubt that D. bruipnii is a well-marked species, even when founded on the
immature bird. The size of the bill alone is sufficient to distinguish 1t, and the distribution of the bare
patches on the face 1s also different ; but the chief characters will no doubt be discovered when skins of the
adult male are sent to Europe.

The following 1s a description of the specimen kindly lent to us by Dr. Guillemard :—

General colour above brown, with a slight tinge of olive ; wing-coverts like the back, the outer median and

the greater coverts washed externally with dull fawn-colour ; bastard-wing and primary-coverts dusky brown,

the latter shaded with fawn near the base ; quills dusky brown, externally pale olive-brown, the secondaries

washed with fawn-colour on the outer web ; upper tail-coverts dull fawn-colour, washed with brown in the

centre 5 tail-feathers clear fawn-colour 5 crown of head blackish, the feathers being of a velvety texture ; the

hind neck also shaded with blackish 5 sides of face bare ; lores and a line of feathers from the gape along

the side of the face blackish, the cheeks whity brown, black anteriorly, followed by a broad malar line of black ;

throat and under surface of body pale fawn-buff, regularly barred with blackish, the throat and fore neck more
dusky and the cross bars smaller and more indistinet 3 the abdomen clearer buff and the bars wider and more
distinet ; sides of body and flanks like the abdowen ; thighs and under tail-coverts also fawn-buff, barred
with blackish 5 under wing-coverts and axillaries paler fawn-buff than the breast and indistinctly barred ;
quills below dusky, fawn-buff alosg the inner edge. Total length 12 inches, culmen 27, wing 56, tail 4-3,
tarsus 1:20.

The figure m the Plate represents the bird of the size of life and i1s taken from Dr. Guillemard’s specimen
mentioned above.
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CRASPEDOPHORA MAGNIFICA.

New-Guinea Rifle-bird.

Le Proméfil, Levaill. Ois. de Parad. p. 36, pl. 16 (1806).—ILess. H. N. Ois. Parad. pl. 29 (1835).

Falcwnellus magnificus, Vieill. N. Dict. d’Hist. Nat. xxviii p. 167, pl. G 80. no. 3 (1818).

Epumachus splendidus, Steph. Gen. Zool. xiv. p. 77 (1826).

Lipvmachus magnificus, Wagler, Syst. Av., Epumachus, sp. 10 (1827).—Cuvier, Régne Anim. 1829, p. 440.—Less.
Cent. Zool. p. 22, pls. 4, 5 (1830).—Id. Ois. Parad. Syn. p. 27 (1835).—Id. H. N. Ois. Parad. p. 218,
pls. 32—34 (1835).—Bp. Consp. i. p. 412 (1850).—Gray, P.Z.S. 1859, p. 155.—Schl. J. f. O. 1861, p.
386 ; 1d. Mus. P. B., Coraces, p. 96 (1867).

Craspedophora magnifica, Gray, List Gen. B. p.- 15 (1841).—Reichenb. Handb. Scansorie, p. 330, Taf. lexi. figs.
1089-91 (1850).—Wall. P. Z. S. 1862, p. 160.—Rosenb. J. f. O. 1864, p. 128.—Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic.
Genov. ix. p. 191 (1874).

Lipvmachus paradiseus, Gray, Gen. B. ii. pl. xxxii. (nec Swains.).

Ptulornmis magnificus, Gray, Handl. B. i. p. 105 (1869).

Ptiioris magnificus, Elliot, P. Z. S. 1871, p. 583.—Id. Mon. Parad. pl. xxui. (1876).—Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civic.
Genov. vil. p. 785 (1874).

Ptilorhis superbus, Beccari, Ann. Mus. Civic. Genov. vii. p- 173 (1875).—Sclater, 1bis, 1876, p. 252.

Ptulorhis magnifica, Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. iii. p. 168 (1877).

SEVERAL years ago I described and figured a species of Rifle-bird from North-eastern Australia as Ptilorhis
magnifica ; and for a long time it was supposed by ornithologists that one species was common to New
Guinea and the Cape-York peninsula.  Mr. Elliot, however, in his work on the Birds of Paradise,
pomted out certain differences between these two forms, whicl appear to justify their specific separation,
and adopted for the Cape-York species the MS. name of Ptilornis alberti, proposed by the late Mr. G. R.
Gray, after a study of the specimens in the British Museum. Mr. Bowdler Sharpe also concurs in the specific
separation of these two Rifle-birds ; and he points out that in the male of 2. magmfica the breast becomes

purple below the double pectoral band, and has not the oily-green lustre which distinguishes the same sex of
P. albert:. 1 must also mention that the metallic lustre on the pectoral shields of these birdsis of a different
hue, although perhaps the greatest difference between the two species 1s exhibited by the female birds. Thus,
the female of the New-Guinea Rifle-bird is entirely rufous on the upper surface, and has the head of

the same colour as the back, whereas in the female of Prince Albert’s Rifle-bird the head 15 ashy brown.
As 1s the case with so many of the birds of New Guinea, we know nothing of the habits of the Rifle-bird
inhabiting that region ; but we may well suppose that they do not differ from those described by me in my
work on the Birds of Australia. Dr. Beccari states that the egos of the New-Guinea Rifle-bird have been
discovered by one of Mr. Bruijn’s hunters < in the branches of a tree called at Ternate ° Kaju tjapilong,’
which 1s the Calophyllum inophyllum.”  He adds, < At present I have not the egas before me 3 so I will write
about them more fully another time, when I have been able to examine the man who found them.”

The following descriptions are taken from Mr. Bowdler Sharpe’s Catalogue of Birds.

“Male. "Top of head and occiput, centre of throat, and entire upper part of breast shining bluish green,
purple m certain lights ; entire upper parts deep velvety black, with rich dark purple reflections ; primaries
black, with green reflections ; a narrow line of green, red in some hights, beneath the metallic of the breast :

flanks and abdomen purple ; side plumes also purple, basal half and filamentary ends black; two centre tail-
feathers shining green ; remainder velvety black, with green reflections on their outer webs ; hill, feet, and
legss stout, black.

‘““ 'emale. Above cinnamon-rufous, the wings and tail entirely of the same colour as the back, the inner
webs browner ; over the eye a narrow streak of white ; lores and sides of face dusky brown, the former
washed with rufous ; the ear-coverts minutely streaked with rufous along the shafts of the feathers ; cheeks

white, the feathers somewhat scaly in appearance ; a malar streak of dark brown on each side of the throat ;
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 eross markings ; rest of under surface of body dull white
i - )

lichtly mottled with minute dusky
_' Total length 12 inches, culmen 1:95, wipe
o

throat white, s '
harred across with dusky blackish.

very numerously and thickly

66, tail 4:40, tarsus 1:60.
““ Youne male. Similar to the adult fem

rably well-defined white eyebrow, the feathers e

ale, but of a deeper rufous, the head and neck rather dingier thay

the back; a tole dged with brown ; lores and ear-coverts

duskv chocolate-brown, with very few ochraceous shaft-streaks; under surface of body dirty white, very

9

thicklv barred across with black ; the flank-plumes elongated, but barred exactly like the breast; from the

base of the lower mandible a malar streak of dusky black, continued down the sides of the throat onto the
sides of the chest. Total length 145 inches, culmen 2:3, wing 6:995, tail 4°9, tarsus 1:60.”

[t will be seen that I have not followed the nomenclature employed by me in the Supplement to the ¢ Birds
of Australia.” The present bird and P. alberti ought to be placed 1n a separate genus from that which

contains 2. /J(/}'fz(/z'._s'm and P. victorie ; and 1 therefore propose to ;_1dopt Mr. G. R. Gray’s generic name of

Craspedophora for the above two birds.
Ihe figures represent a male and a female, about the natural size, drawn from specimens in my

collection.
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SELEUCIDES NIGRICANS.

T'welve-wired Bird of Paradise.

Le Manucode a douze filets, Audeb. et Vieill. Ois. Dor. ii. p. 29, pl. 13.

Le Nébuleuw, Levaill. Ois. de Parad. i. pls. 16, 17.

Le Promerops multifil, Levaill. H. N. Promer. et Guép. pl. 17.

Paradisea nigricans, Shaw, Gen. Zool. vil. pt. 2, p. 489 (1809).

alba, Blumenb. Abbild. nat. Gegenst. pl. 96.—Schleg. J. f. O. 1861, p. 386.

resplendescens, Vieill. Nouv. Dict. xxviil. p. 165.—Id. Galerie Ois. pS 107, plii185:

Epimachus albus, Temm. Man. d’Orn. i. p. lxxxvi.—Wagl. Syst. Av. 1827, Epimachus, sp. 9.—Gray, Gen. B. ii.
p. 94.—1d. P. Z. S. 1858, p. 190.—Id. List B. New Guinea, pp- 21, 65.—1d. P. Z. S. 1861, p. 433.—
Wallace, P. Z. S. 1862, p. 160.—Schleg. Mus. P.-B., Coraces, p. 95.—Id. Nederl. Tijdschr. Dierk. iv.
p. 49.—Gray, Hand-1. B. 1. p. 105.

Twelve-wired Paradise Bird, Lath. Gen. Hist. iii. p. 199, pl. 48.

Seleucudes acanthylis, Less. H. N. Ois, Parad. pls. 36—38.—Id. Syn. p. 29.

Nematophora alba, Gray, List Gen. B. i. p. 12.

Seleucides alba, Gray, List Gen. B., Addenda, p. 1.—Bp. Consp. i. p. 412.—Cab. Mus. Hein. i. p- 215.—Reichenb.
FHandb. Spec. Orn. Scansorize, p. 331, taf. 612, figs. 4092, 4093.—Wallace, Malay Archip. ii. p. 250.—
Elliot, Monogr. Parad. pl. xxii.—Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova, vii. p. 785.—Beccari, ¢. ¢. p. 713.—
SCLARZ S SIS 716 p a2 524

Ptiloris nebulosus, Licht. Nomencl. p. 10.

Seleucides resplendens, Rosenb. Nat. Tijdschr. Nederl. Ind. xxv. p. 238.—Id. J. f. O. 1864, p. 123.

Epimachus resplendens, Rosenb. Reist, naar Geelvinkb. pp. 101, 116.

Seleucides ignota, Salvad. Ann. Mus. Civ. Genova, viii. p. 403; 1x. p. 191; x. p. 154.—D’Albert. & Salvad.
op. cit. x1v. p. 107,

o
J

mger, Sharpe, Cat. B. iii. p. 159.
Epumachus resplendescens, Rosenb. Malay Arch. p. 552.
Seleucides mgricans, Salvad. Orn, della Papuasia &c. p. 561 (1881).

T'ne list of names given above shows that this species of Bird of Paradise has been known to writers

for a long period. Most of the synonymy I have derived from Mr. Bowdler Sharpe’s ‘Catalogue of Birds,’

and from the more complete list of works given by Count Salvadori in his recently published book on the

birds of New Guinea. When I state that I have by no means exhausted the synonymy of the species as
set down by Count Salvadori, it may readily be imagined that the number of books in which reference 1s
made to the species 1s very large indeed. I have not, however, full space for such lengthened synonymy
in the present work, and must refer the reader to the above-mentioned volumes for further quotations.
The Twelve-wired Bird of Paradise is the only representative of the genus Seleucides, which belongs to the
slender-billed section of the Paradiseidee. It is remarkable for its elongated flank-feathers, which are of a

fine yellow colour, and have six shafts produced into thread-like plumes, whence the bird has received its

ordinary English name. Unfortunately the beautiful yellow colour on the flanks fades away after death,

and becomes white, when the bird loses much of its original beauty.

With regard to the nomenclature of the bird, I have come to the conclusion that the first name, which
ought to be employed, is that of njgricans of Shaw, as has been set forth by Count Salvadori. As far as
we know at present, it is entirely confined to New Guinea, over the whole of which ereat 1sland it

appears to be distributed. It is abundant on the Fly river, to judge by the large series obtained by

Signor D’Albertis during his residence in Southern New Guinea. He found it living solitary, and

frequently resting on the dead branch of a tree, uttering its note (which sounded like Co-co-co) in the early

morning at the rising of the sun ; during the day it was silent. Mr. Wallace, in his ° Malay Archipelago,’

gives the following account of the species :—“ The Seleucides alba is found in the island of Salwatty, and
in the north-western parts of New Guinea, where it frequents tlowering trees, especially sago-palms and

pandani, sucking the flowers, round and beneath which its unusually large and powerful feet enable it to
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, anid. It seldom rests more than a few moments on one tree, after which It
[ts motions are very rapid. ; | shrill ery, to |

‘ : : , ; ) shrill ery, to be heard - 1
at swiftness, to another. It has a loud sh ) card a long Way,
fve or six times in a descendin

itary in their habits, although, perhaps, they assemble at certaim tipeg

cling.
flies straight off, and with gre
consisting of ‘cab, cah,’ repcz}ted |
flies away. The males are quite 80

scale ; and at the last note it generally

JQ

ke the true Paradise-birds. All the specimens shot and opened by my assistant Mr. Allen, who obtajpeg
ike the true Faradise-diras. B - S o
: : . Now Cainear h thing 1 their stomachs but a brown sweet

this fine bird during his last voyage to New Guinea, had no S . | 1-Iql.ll[],
obably the nectar of the flowers on which they had been feeding. "I'hey certainly, however, eat hotl, P
11‘)_.‘:_‘. /C ' | N o . | T A [ i - ) ~.
and insects ; for a specimen, which I saw alive on board a Dutch steamer, ate cockroaches and paya fruit
C N Q9 S fIC ) | | o1 . . . . S ok
voraciously. This bird had the curious habit of resting at noon with the bill pointing ve; tically upwards,

2 i RO secured the A ormed a skeleton, which shows indicnnahl.
It died on the passage to Batavia; and I secured the body « nd formed : : : IOWS }Ildlb])lltﬂbl}
that it is really a Bird of Paradise. The tongue is very long and extensible, but flat, and a little fibrous

at the end, exactly like the true Paradiseas.
“ In the island of Salwatty the natives search in the forests till they find the sivepmg-placc of this bird,

which they know by Secing‘ 1tS dung upon the gmuud. It 1s .;’_33‘(‘?!10!‘&1”}’ m a low IJHSEE}’ tree. At night the}z
climb up ;ll{i tree, ;:x.n(l either shoot the birds with blunt arrows, or even catch them alive with a cloth Iy
New Guinea they are caught by placing snares on the trees frequented by them, in the same way as the
Red Paradise-birds are caught in Waioioun.”

Only on one occasion has the present species been known to have been brought alive to Europe, a single
example having been procured by Signor G. E. Serruti in New Guinea, and presented by him to the late
Ring of Italy. It survived, however, only a few months in Europe.

I take the following descriptions from Mr. Sharpe’s ¢ Catalogue of Birds *:—

Adult male. General colour above velvety black, with a strong gloss of oil-green when viewed from the
light, with coppery bronze reflections : scapulars and wing-coverts resembling the back ; greater coverts
and secondaries fiery purple, the primaries black, with an external gloss of violet ; tail fiery purple ; head
all round of a velvety texture, coppery purple above, oily green on the sides of the face and throat ; fore
neck and chest velvety black, forming a shield, somewhat shaded with oily green i the centre, the lateral

plumes all tipped with bright metallic emerald-green, forming a fringe ; rest of the under surface of body

bufly yellow, the plumes of the flanks elongated and silky, and furnished with six thread-like shafts,
'IIZ:I()(IILIC]C(I to a great length, and curved backwards on the body ; under wing-coverts black ; bill black.
otal length 12 1uches en €) e AT O - - v : :

‘ gth 12 iuches, culmen 27, wing G-4o, tail 3:15, tarsus 1:75; threads reaching 10°2 inches
beyond the flank-feathers.

Adult female.—General colour abave hete Yty - , : ~
g : ]f - neral (U]Ol]l dI)O\e ])llght L}ICMHUT-I‘G(]; l).‘{l(‘li Of tl:e neck and 5.;](](15 of thc same ])'EIC]{;
1€ Teathers ot the mantle also mottled w; : ‘ : -
antle als tled with black, the bases of the feathers beino of thic T O
of head and nape velvety black. witly » S, W’IO“ W-;-. i c.‘fun‘h\,m b: mgl of th::’.colom ; cmw:;
S(‘C(:)“dflri(xs .] t r - [d ]- ! \ 1 L_' ® -'“‘ 1€1l Seen dW {l} fl Ol1 f“(' ]lf_:‘ht; Wll]%-COV@['tS an(
| aries chestnut-red, hke the back, the primaries

chestnut 5 space around and behind the

black, chestnut on their outer webs ; tail uniform
pladics sides oF ¢ ] eye bare, as also a Spot on the auricular region; ear-coverts
1dAC} S 1S ' e e . = —

: ; ’ | ace and throat glt}lhh white, faintly mottled w
surtace ot body buffy brown, washed here and there with
somewhat irregular cross lines of blac|

ith dusky bars of blackish ; rest of under

pale rufous, the whole transversely barred with

,'S g . = : r .
ndicated | ash brown, broader on the tere neck and breast, and more faintly
cated on the abdomen, an especia;

coverts bright chestnut, with dusky blac

tail 4:3, tarsus 7. J
Young male—At fipst resembles the

plumage as regards ‘its head,

n.l r . ¥ ¢ " s ‘

.} on the long flank-feathers and under tail-coverts ; under wing-
l'hlﬁ' o : , S~ re - ‘ o ] d - . .l-'
<1sh eross bars. I'otal length 12:5 nches, culmen 2-95, wing 69,

adult female A crrco | : . |

f temale. A Specimen collected by Mr. Wallace is in perfect
1 mantle, and pre "
the female, the taj] being still entiy
on the wings by :

AST , nQ b y ]

ast, the rest of the body being in the chestnut plamage of
ely chestnyt. ._
a gradual change of feather
but more or Jess mottled

At the same time the beautiful purple colour is being put
and not by : ‘ : :
» and not by 4 moult; half the inner secondaries are chestnut

with black, the 1
| » the purple colour annans. . . :
Par] YUl dppearing very plainly on the inner webs.

r‘[‘ll]e ﬁq-» - al - .
] 'fat Plate teépresents the male bird, of the nat
second 1lustration of this specipc | -
: IS Species, in oprder +n .
represents a female and _I s, I Oi.(l(_l. to show some of the changes of plumage. The second Plate
| 1ts  fips .y S
S first plumage, together with another bird, of the same sex,

ural size ; and I haye thought it necessary to give 8
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PARADIGALLA CARUNCULATA, Lesson.

Wattled Bird of Paradise.

Paradigalla carunculata, Less. Ois. Parad. p. 242 (1835); id. Rev. Zool. 1840, p. 1; Bp. Consp. 1. p. 414
(1850) ; Sclater, P. Z. S. 1857, p. 6; Wall. P. Z. S. 1862, p. 160; id. Malay Arch. i1. p. 257 (1869) :
Elliot, Monogr. Parad. pl. xvii. (1873); Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civic. Genov. viL. p. 784 (1875) ;
Beccari, t.c. p. 711 (1875); Sclater, Ibis, 1876, p. 250 ; Salvadori, Ann. Mus. Civic. Genov. ix.
p. 190 (1877); Sharpe, Catalogue of Birds, iii. p. 165 (1877

Astrapia carunculata, Eydoux et Souleyet, Voy. Bonite, p. 83, pl. 4 (1841) ; Gray, Gen. B. ii. p. 326 (1846) ;
Schlegel, J. f. O. 1861, p. 386 ; Rosenb. J. f. O. 1864, p. 131 ; Gray, Handl. B. i1. p. 17 (1870).

Tue extreme rarity of the present species 1. European collections may be mmagined from the fact that Mr.
Elliot, when writing his monograph of the birds of Paradise five years ago, could only cite two specimens as
existing in the museums of the world.  One of these was the origmal specimen procured by MM. Eydoux and
Souleyet during the voyage of the ‘Bonite,” and still preserved m the Paris Museum; and the second example
was contained in the rich collection of the Philadelphia Academy. Since that time, however, perfect
specimens have been obtained by the European travellers who have visited and explored the Arfak Mountams
in North-western New Guinea.

It appears, indeed, to be somewhat rare even in this part of the great Papuan island ; for out of five
hundred and thirty-two specimens of Paradise-birds forwarded to Italy by Dr. Beccari and Mr. Bruijn, only
fifteen belonged to the present species. The more recent explorers, MM. Laglaize and Raffray, have also

met with the bird ; and I possess in my own collection a fine pair procured by M. Laglaize m the Arfak
Mountains.

Very little has been recorded concerning the habits of the Wattled Bird of Paradise, as the original
discoverers did not themselves meet with the species in a living state 5 and the first person who has given
us any account of the bird 1s Dr. Beccari, who has done so much to make us acquainted with the economy of
the Paradiseidze. In his Ornithological Letter, he writes:—“As to Paradioalla carunculata, 1 shot one from
my hut, whilst it was eating the small fleshy fruits of an Urtica. 1t likes to sit on the tops of dead and
leafless trees, like the Mino dumonti. The finest ornament of this bird are the wattles, which 1 the dried

skin lose all their beauty. The upper ones, which are attached one on each side of the forehead, are yellow ;
those at the base of the lower mandible are blue, and have a small patch of orange-red beneath. The
22

Arfaks call the Paradigalla < Happoa.

As is the case with so many of the Birds of Paradise, the genus Paradioalle contains but one singie
o @, e =

species ; and indeed 1t 1s impossible to find any one which is nearly allied to 1t. Its somewhat elongated
tail places it close to Astrapia, which it also resembles in not possessing any of the wiry shafts which adorn
the tail-feathers of most of the forms of Paradiseidee. A glance at the Plate of Astrapia nigra will show
how entirely different 1t 1s even from that, its nearest ally.

The following description is taken from Mr. Sharpe’s ¢ Catalogue of Birds :—

Adult male. General colour velvety black above and below, a little browner on the under surface ; wings
and tail black, the inner secondaries with a purplish gloss under certain lights ; head glossed with metallic
steel-green ; forehead, lores, and base of lower mandible bare; over each nostril a small tuft of black
feathers: on each side of the base of the bill an erect wattled skin; round the eye a ring of black plumes ;
space below and behind the eye bare ; bill and legs black. Total length 11-2 inches, culmen 0°:55, wing 6-19,
tail 4:85, tarsus 1°9.

Adult female. Similar to the male, but smaller.

The figures in the accompanying Plate represent the pair of birds m my own collection, obtained by M.
Laglaize in the Arfak Mountains. For the opportunity of figuring the wattles as they appear n a state of
nature, I am indebted to my friend Mr. D. G. Elliot, who sent me a sketch of these parts coloured from the

recently killed bird by M. Raffray.
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ASTRAPIA NIGRA.

Gorget Paradise-bird.

Gorget Paradise Bird, Lath. Gen. Syn. i. p. 478, pl. 20 (1782).

Paradisea migra, Gm. S. N. 1. p. 401 (1788, ex Lath.).

Paradisea gularis, Lath. Ind. Orn. ii. p. 196 (1790).—Shaw, Gen. Zool. vii. pp. 69, 70 (1809).

Le Hausse-col doré, Aud. et Vieill. Ois. Dor. ii. p. 22, pls. 8, 9 (1802).

La P de Paradis, ou I’ Incomparable, Levaill. Hist. Nat. Ois. Parad. i. pls. 20, 22 (1806).

Astrapia gularis, Vieill. N. Dict. d’Hist. Nat. iii. p- 37 (1816).—Id. Gal. Ois. i. p. 169, pl. 107 (1825) Less.
Traité d’Orn. p. 338 (1831).—Id. Ois. Parad. Syn. p. 18 (1835).—Id. Hist, Nat. p. 106, pls. 21-23.—
Schleg. J. f. O. 1861, p. 386.—Beccari, Ann. Mus. Civ. Genov. vii. p. 711.—Sclater, Ibis, 1876, p. 24 9.

Astrapia mgra, Steph. Gen. Zool. xiv. p. 75 (1820).—Gray, Gen. B. ii. p. 263 (1846).—Bp. Consp. i. p. 414
(1850).—Gray, P.Z.S. 1851, p. 436.—Wallace, P. Z.S. 1862, p. 154.—Finsch, Neu-Guinea, p. 173
(1865).—Wallace, Malay Archip. ii. p. 257 (1869).—Elliot, Monogr. Parad. pl. ix. (1873).—Salvad.
Ann. Mus. Civ. Genov. ix. p. 190 (1876).—Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. iii. p. 165 (1877).

upunachus niger, Schlegel, Mus. P.-B., Coraces, p. 94 (1867).

Vartous authors have endeavoured to accomplish the difficult task of classifying and defining the limits of the
tamily Paradiseide 5 and I can only think of two other groups which present the same obstacles to classification.
namely:—the Hornbills, where the shape of the casque 1s considered by some naturalists to be of generic, by
others of specific importance only; and the Malkoha Cuckoos (LPhenicophaine), where the shape and
structure of the nostril varies so much as to induce some naturalists to place each species in a separate genus.
whilst by others the form of the nostril is reckoned to be only a specific character. Mr. D. G. Elliot placed
the Bower-birds along with the Paradiseide ; but Mr. Sharpe has not included them, and T learn from him

be placed near the Thrushes in his arrangement of the class Aves.  Professor Schlegel,

that they will
again, places the present bird mm the genus Lipimachus near F. specosus 3 but I think that its stout bill,
so different from the sickle-shaped slender bills of the Iopemachi, shows that the place of Astrapia 1s near

to the true Paradise-birds, though 1ts long tail is very different 1 form from that of the other stout-
billed genera. I must say, however, that it seems to me impossible to keep such widely different forms of
birds under one genus ; and I cannot help thinking that a family which includes such widely different forms
of birds as Astrapia, Lophorina, and the true Paradisee, may yet prove (strange as this may appear to most
persons) to be the proper recipient for the Lyre-birds (Menura) of Australia.

As 1n the case of the other Birds of Paradise, little is known of the habits of this ogrand bird ; but Dr.
Beccari, who has shot the species 1n the Arfak Mountains, has o1ven the following short account of its
capture :—*“ fopimachus mavimus and Astrapia oularis are only found on the highest and most difficult peaks
of Mount Arfak, nearly always above 6000 feet elevation. Specimens in dark plumage are common
enough ; but those which have attained perfect plumage are rare, perhaps because they take some years
to acquire 1t. Both of them live on the fruits of certain Pandanacea, and especlally on those of the
I'reycinetie, which are epiphytous on the trunks of trees. The irides of the large Lopimachus are dark brick-
red, those of the Astrapie almost black ; the neck-feathers of the latter are erectable, and expand into a

magnificent collar round the head. The first day I went out at Atam, on June 23, I got both these species
(two specimens of each), besides one Drepanornis albertisi, three Paradioalle, one Parotia, and several other
wonderful kinds of birds. It was a memorable day, because I ascended one of the peaks, and was surprised
to hind myself surrounded by four or five species of Faccinium and Rhododendron, 1 also found an
Umbelliter (a Drymis) and various other plants common to the mountains of Java, and there were also some
mosses a foot and a half in height.”

T'he habitat of this Bird of Paradise is the north-west of New Guinea, though 1t is said, on native report,
to be an mhabitant of the Island of Jobi.

The following description is taken from Mr. Sharpe’s Catalogue of Birds.—*“ _4dult male. General
colour above velvety black, with a purplish gloss ; the wings black externally, glossed with purple; tail-feathers
black, with wavy lines of dusky black under certain lights, the two centre feathers very long and glossed
with rich purple; feathers of the head black, dense and velvety m texture, with a steel-blue gloss ; from the
nape a shield of golden green feathers springs ; and the feathers of the hind neck are very long and tipped
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achal shield spreads a ruff of velvety steel-black plumes
=02

den green; from each side of the n
a band of brilliant golden copper, which extends from

with the same goi
the feathers of t

behind the eye down the sid
reen, the lateral plumes of the breast tipped with
ail-coverts dusky black ; bill and legs black; iris almost black” (Beccari).

e throat also are steel-black, with
os of the neck, and encircles the throat; rest of under surface of body rich

burnished emerald-green ; the sides of the

velvety grass-g
body and under wing- and t
Total length 28 inches, culmen 1:6, wing 8°8, tail 7, centre feathers 18.”

'he figures in the Plate are drawn from specimens In my OwN collection, and represent a male about

the size of life, with reduced figures of a male and female in the distance.
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LOPHORHINA SUPERBA.

G %

»
‘R

N of*

Superb Bird of Paradise.

§ - . o e = e
o
-

L oiseau de Paradis de la Nowvelle Guinée, dit le Superbe, Brisson, Orn. iii. p. 169 (1760).—D’Aubent. Planches
Fnluminées, iii. pl. 632 (1774).

Owseau. de Paradis a gorge violette, Sonn. Voy. Nouv. Guinée, p. 157, pl. 96 (1776).

Paradisea superba, Pennant, in Forster, Ind. Zool. P- 40 (1781).—Scopoli, Del. Faun. et Flor. Insubr. ii. p. 88
(1783).—Shaw, Gen. Zool. vii. P- 494, pls. 63-65 (1809).—Id. & Nodder, Nat. Mise. xxiv. pl. 1021
(1813).—Wagler, Syst. Av. Paradisea, sp. 5 (1827).—Wallace, Ibis, 1859. o AL

Superb Bird of Paradise, Lath. Gen. Syn. vol. 1. part 2, p. 479 (1782).

Paradisea atra, Bodd. Tabl. Pl. Enl. D’Aubent. p- 38 (1783).

Le Superbe, Audeb. et Vieill. Ois. Dor. ii. pl. vii. (1802).—Levaill. Hist. Nat. Ois. Parad. i. pls. 14, 15 (1506).

Paradisea furcata, Bechst. Kurze Uebers. p- 132 (1811).

Lophorma superba, Vieill. N. Dict. d’Hist. Nat. xviii. p. 184 (1817).—Id. Gal. Ois. i. p. 149, pl. xeviil. (1825).
—Less. Traité, p. 337 (1831).—Id. Ois. Parad. Syn. p. 12 (1835).—Id. Hist. Nat. Ois. Parad. pls. 13,
14 (1835).—Bonap. Consp. Gen. Av. p- 414 (1850).—Wall. Ibis, 1861, P- 287.—>alvad. Ann. Mus.
Civic. Genov. ix. p. 190 (1876 ).—Sharpe, Cat. Birds, iii. PR L7 Cl877):

Epwmachus ater, Schl. Mus. Pays-Bas, Coraces, p. 96, note (1867).

Lophorina atra, Wallace, Malay Arch. ii. p. 249 (1869).— Elliot, Monogr. Parad. pl. xi. (1873).—Salvad. Ann.
Mus. Civic. Genov. vii. p. 783 (1875).—Beccari, fom. cit. p. 712 (1875).—Sclater, Ibis, 1876, P25
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Lo any one studying the Paradise-birds it soon becomes evident that there are several natural groups
comprising this interesting family. First of all there are the long-billed Epimachi and Rifle-birds, then the
larger species, with their enormously long flank-plumes of red or yellow, and lastly the smaller and more
fantastic kinds with decorated mantles and tails. Amongst the latter there is great diversity of form :

whether it takes the shape of a bare head, as in Schlegelia, or of an elongated racket to the centre tail-
feathers, as in Cicinnurus, or of an elaborated breast-shield, as in Diphyllodes, we find that there are scarcely
any two which are alike in ornamentation. Take, for example, the subject of the present article. It stands
apart from all the others in the extraordmary mantle, which it is able to elevate behind its head,—and also
i 1ts remarkable breast-shield, unlike that of any known species. And this strikes me as being one of the

most curious phenomena connected with Papuan ornithology—that there should be all these Isolated

-

gevnera of Paradisiidee, many represented by a single species, and each so different. There seems to be
no connecting link between the genera— Parotia standing alone with its six racketed plumes on the head,

Semeoptera with its streamlets on the wing, Schlegelia with its bare head, and so on, not one of these

yeculiar forms eraduatine into another.
2 8

The subject of our article is a native of the north of New Guinea, and it is still one of the rarest of the
Paradisidee, specimens of it being still scarce in collections in this country.

Dr. Beccari does not give much information about the present species in his ¢ Ornithological Letter

trom North-western New Guinea. He merely observes :—* Lophorina atra is rather rarer than Parotia ; but
I must teil you that the abundance of fruit-eating_;* birds in a olven locality depemls principally on the season

at which certain kinds of fruit are ripe ; therefore a species may be common in a place one month, and

become rare or completely disappear 1n the next, when the season of the fruit on which it lives has passed.”
The female of the Superb Bird of Paradise is similar in general appearance to that of Parotia, but is
of course a smaller bird. T take the l‘bllowing descriptions from Mr. Sharpe’s ‘Catalogue of Birds’:—

“Adult male. General colour above velvety black, somewhat glossed with bronzy purple ; mantle produced

into an elevated shield, composed of velvety black plumes, glossed under certain ights with bronze : Wing-
coverts velvety black, rather more distinetly olossed with purple than the back : quills and tail-feathers deep

black, glossed with steel-blue ; lores and nasal plumes forming an elevated crest of purphish black feathers :

crown of head, nape, and hind neck spangled with metallic steel-coloured feathers, each of which has a sub-

terminal bar of purple ; sides of face, sides of neck, and entire throat deep coppery bronze; on the fore

neck and breast a pectoral shield of bright metallic green plumes, most of which have a narrow edging of
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\\*;‘? ‘ . lack. Total length 9 inches, culmen 1:1o, wing 4:59,
*?‘ . onner : remainder of under surface purpllsh lack. &
ﬁ}{‘% . copper ;
o tail 3°6. : - - .des of the head blackish brown:
. « 4dult female. Above deep chocolate-brown, the feathers of the top i | 1l | 1d1s] ;
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L Ilv dull rufous brown; throat white, all the feathers being black tipped with white ; rest of
hrown. externally dull rutous ; : o/ hol P
= : : el . tail-coverts, the whole under sur-
the under surface buffy white, inclining to “ufous on the flanks aud under tail-coverts,
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e | 0 de1l bre inder wing-coverts rufous, barred across with brown. Total length
face barred across with dull brown 5™ |
- OE o 51 tail 4. tarsus 1:3."
.8 inches. culmen 1:05, wing o°1 tail 4, : ,
8'5 mches, | e = ¢ oxcitement, is of the natural size, with a reduced male and
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female in the distance.
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LOPHORHINA MINOR, Ramsay.

Lesser Superb Bird of Paradise.

Lophorhina superba minor, Ramsay, Proc. Linn. Soc. N. 5. Wales, x. p. 242 (1885).
Lophorhina minor, Finsch u. Meyer, Zeitschr. ges. Orn. ii. p. 376, pl. xvil. (1885).—Meyer, op. cit. 1. p. 181,
cum fig. (1886).

As Dr. Meyer has shown, the form of the head-shield in this species is difterent from that of Loplorhina
superba, and would be quite sufficient to distinguish it, without the additional characters of the nasal plumes
and the smaller dimensions, both of which serve to separate the south-eastern bird from its north-western
representative in New Guinea.

In the single adult male of L. minor that has come under our notice, the nasal plaumes are so disarranged
that we cannot make out their form for certain, but they appear to be erect instead of spreading out m a
small fan, as in L. superba. They are<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>