”#:- ";. 1’_.:-':'--""_-_- --_-:___r:_"'ﬂ-\,‘_‘-‘u* ;—\‘. 7 :. By _..- - _'_-T - =y 2 ‘,-" .."‘ — . - S - : . e E |
. ' \ &V 4T ' = w/ SU% NP B ; /: AN
1 \ & 4 [/- i o

b

" . b al d
e o Ll " \ i Y 4
- . -‘! ‘hr 'f‘ I N l-.'| A f .J'(

XANTH()MELUS AUREUS

Golden Bipd of Paradise.
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Golden Burd of Paradise, Edw ards, Nat. Hist. Birds. ij p. 112 (1""0)
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Paradisea aurantia, Shaw, Gen. Zool. vij. P. 499, pl. 68 (1809)

Lophorhina aurantia, Stephens, Gen. Zool Xiv. p. 76 (1826)
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IT will be seen that this remarkable Bird of Paradise was described and hgured by Edwards more than one

hundred and twenty vears aco: and vet it is o e 3 Tap Farads s
y ye: 00 ; yet 1t 1s only within the last five vears that we have been able to oet

erfect examples for our European collections av teadilv he imags - BT
l | ir Furopean collections. It may readily be imagimed that the dried skins prepared
by the natives afforded us but a very faint idea of its beauty ; and therefore it gives me oreat
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pleasure to acknowledge my obligation to my friend Count Sa vadors, who, during his visit

to this country, was so kind as to bring with him some lovely specimens for my use in the present work ;
[ - £ h 1,

and I must record en passant my appreciation of the zeal shown by his countrymen in the scientific

explorations recently made by Italian naturalists in New Guinea. It must be remembered that the present
species was one of the few Birds of Paradise which Mr. Wallace was unable to obtain in a perfect state ; and
It had also baffled the endeavours of the Dutch naturalists to obtain the bird in the adult plumage.

The Golden Bird of Paradise is an interesting species in every way. Ornithologists who have studied
Mr. Elliot’s ¢ Monograph of the Paradisiidee’ will remember that he has included in that family the
Bower-birds, and on one of his plates he figured a species as belonging to the latter group under the name
ird had been previously described as a Sericulus by Prof. Schlegel,

of Chlamydodera wanthogastra. 'This
from specimens sent to the Leiden Museum from North-western New Guinea by Baron von Rosenberg ; so
that Mr. Elliot was but following Dr. Schlegel in assigning it a place among the Bower-birds ; and there was
nothing in the habitat of the species to render it unlikely that 1t would prove to be a Cllamydodera, as the

latter genus is found all over many parts of Australia, and one species at least, C. ceroemwventris, 1s very com-

mon m South-eastern New Guinea. It was there:
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have regarded a communication from Count Salvadori to ¢ The [bis,” stating that he had come to the con

ClUSiOIl that Sericilus a //22/%()3‘(/.\‘!{7‘ of S(*hl(';_{v] was l_l()tllin;__:‘ more than the young of Xanthomelus aureus.
mvself. T have not the least doubt that Count Salvadori 1s perfectly
self, ,

fore with considerable surprise that ornithologists must

Ha\-’ing looked carefully into the matter

right in his conclusions. - |
' the ¢ Catalogue of Birds’ Mr. Bowdler Sharpe has not admitted the Bower-birds

he pla(fes Xanthomelus among the
edge of the habits of the species

In his third volame o
mto the family Paradisiidza, in that respect differing from Mr. Elliot ; but ‘
true Paradise-birds, leading from them to the Orioles. A furthe: kno ‘
' : | i : . hould be placed among the Bower-birds.
1s very desirable and can alone determine whether 1t should b€ Platt e




