PARADISEA RAGGIANA, Scater.

Marquis de Ragei’s Bird of Paradise.

Paradisea ragqiana - ‘
" .9’9%236!, gclate‘z_r, P...Z. S. 1873, pp. 559, 697.—Elliot, Monogr. Paradis. pl. 3 (1873).—Salvad. Ann
Mus. Civ. Genova, vil. p. 829 (1875).—D’Albertis, P.Z.S. 1875, p. 532 e

Taxineg 1t all e all, 1 c01}51der this tl.le grandest Paradise-bird that has been discovered since Wallace sent
home the startling and 811'1gula.r Semioptera. That so large and splendid a species should have remained
totally unknown }1}) to the period of Signor d’Albertis’s visit to the southern parts of New Guinea serves to
show the probab]hty that other treasures remain for future explorers in this great unknown land. When
the rumom.ﬁrst spread abroad ‘th&.lt a second red-plumed Bird of Paradise existed, suspicions arose that
Fhese two bu:ds were merely \-’Ell‘lflthS of P. rubra, than which there could be nothing more fallacious, since
it not only differs from that species, but belongs to another section of the Paradiseide, of which P. papuana
and P. apoda are examples.

That the Paradisea raggiana holds a place mn the south of New Guinea, as the P. papuana does i the
north, is very evident. It 1s also quite certain that it 1s a bird equally common in all the parts yet
visited by Signor d’Albertis, Captain Moresby, and other travellers ; naturalists therefore need not fear
that our collections will long remain without examples. In a note from Signor d’Albertis, addressed to
the Secretary of the Zoological Society of London, published in the Proceedings’ for 1875, 1s perhaps
the best description of this bird yet received. He says:—*I was rather fortunate in my excursion mto
the mountains ; for I found Paradisea raggiana, and obtained some beautiful specimens i full dress.

In its voice, movements, and attitudes it perfectly resembles the other species of the genus. It teeds on
fruit; and I could find no trace of insects 1n the seven individuals which I prepared. It inhabits the
dense forest, and is generally found near the ravines—perhaps because the trees on the fruit of which 1t
feeds prefer the neighbourhood of water. The female is always smaller in size than the male; and I find
this sex less abundant, because, as I believe, it is the season of incubation. The female 1s more like the

same sex of P. apoda than that of P. papuana. The young male is like the female, but often recognizable
by having distinguishable traces of the yellow collar which in the old male divides the green of the throat
com the breast-feathers. The irides are of a rather bright yellow, and the feet lead-colour with a reddish
tinge. The long fAank-feathers in individuals recently killed have a very bright tint, which they lose 1In a
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The following description 1s from a perfect specimen of

Total length from bill to tail 14 inches, wing 7, tail 0, tarsi 27.

Bill pale blue . feet lead-colour with a pinky tint ; torehead and throat beautiful green, almost metallic ;
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