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It seldom rests more than a few moments on one tree, after whicl, i

g Lsiuouions Are = l,c?);d:wifmeqs to another. It has a loud shrill cry, to be heard a long way,
g el Ofrj amlr W:lth *2‘1(;1 1b five o;' ;ix times in a descending scale ; and at the last note it general‘ly
i of“‘mh, tlﬂhj :?el:;;tz(so’itary in their habits, although, perhaps, they assemble at certain fjyes
flies away. The males are quite solita (LR :
like the ;me Paradise-birds. All the SPEC”__]]G;“S ; ine in their stomachs but a brown sw P

this fine bird during his last voyage to New Guinea, had 110#:11111;::1-j In t 1}2}1 b,ofni Ll I? 1 ¢ ,)j(.m,n sweet nq‘ul(.lj
probably the nectar of the flowers on which they had been feeding. “Lhey certainly, however, eat hotl, truit

d insects 3 for a specimen, which I saw alive on board a Dutch steamer, ate cockroaches and paya fruit
and 1nsects ; a Spe : ..

10t and opened by my assistant Mr. Allen, who obtained

voraciously. This bird had the curious habit of resting at l]{){)'ll with the bill pointi.ng Vel‘tiCa]...y 1’1])\‘;"[11‘(]3,
It died on the passage to Batavia; and I secured the body and formed a Sﬂ'&(‘hﬁﬂm, which shows }I]t]l&jp[ltabl}.r
that it is really a Bird of Paradise. The tongue is very long and extensible, but flat, and a little fibrous
at the end, exactly like the true Paradiseas.

““ In the 1sland ﬁof Salwatty the natives search in the forests till they find the sﬁi-‘eping-placc of this bird
which they know by Sccing‘ 1ts dlmg upon the gmu_nd, It 1s g;‘(‘f%wl‘ﬂ”}f m a low bﬂ:ﬁ'ﬁh}f tree. At night the};
climb up Elm tree, ;LH(] eit-her shoot the birds with blunt arrows, or even catch them alive with a cloth, I
New Guinea they are caught by placing snares on the trees frequented by them, in the same way as the
Red Paradise-birds are caught in Waieioun.”

Only on one occasion has the present species been known to have been brought alive to Europe, a single
example having been procured by Signor G. E. Serruti in New Guinea, and presented by him to the late
King of Italy. It survived, however, only a few months in Europe.

I take the following descriptions from M. Sharpe’s ¢ Catalogue of Birds *:—

Adult male. General colour above velvety black, with a strong gloss of oil-green when viewed from the
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light, with coppery bronze reflections : scapulars and wing-coverts resembline the back ; greater coverts
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and secondaries fiery purple, the primaries black, with an external oloss of violet ; tail fiery purple; head
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rreen on the sides of the face and throat ; fore

all round of a velvety texture, coppery purple above, oily
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neck and chest velvety black, forming a shield, somewhat shaded with olly green in the centre, the lateral

plumes all tipped with bright metallic emerald-green, forming a fringe ; rest of the under surface of body

buffy yellow, the plumes of the flanks elongated and silky, and farnished with six thread-like shafts,

produced to a great length, and curved backwards on the body; under wing-coverts black ; bill black.
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Total length 12 inches, culmen 27, wing 645, tail 3:15, tarsus 1'76 ; threads reaching 102 inches
beyond the flank-feathers.

Adult female.—General colour above helohs b i F : ‘
i If General colour above bright chestnut-red ; back of the neck and sides of the same black;
the teathers of the mantle : 1t Jc S (i ‘ : i

¢ mtle also mottled with black, the bases of the feathers being of this colour ; crown

of head and nape velvety black, with a purplis] |
secondaries chestnut-red, like the back, the |
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| gloss when seen away from the hight ; wing-coverts and
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,1 rimaries black, chestnut on their outer webs ; taill uniform
chestnut 5 space around and behind the eye bare. as
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surface of body buffy brown, washed here and ¢}
somewhat irregular cross lines of blac,
Indicated on the abdomen, and especia
coverts bright chestnut, with dusky blac
tail 43, tarsus 72 ‘

Young male.—At fipst

also a spot on the auricular reoion ; ear-Coverts
10ttled with dusky bars of blackish ; rest of under

-

ack 5 sides of face apd throat greyish white, faintly p

. lere with pale rufous, the whole transversely barred with
ash brown, broader on the fore neck and breast, and more faintly
1} on the long flank-feathers and under tail-coverts ; under wing-
<ish cross bars, Total length 12-5 inches, culmen 299, wing 69,

B _ resembles the adylt female.
plumage as regards -its head, m

the female, the taj] bemg still

A specimen collected by Mr. Wallace is in perfect
st of the body being in the chestnut plumage of
| At the same time the beautiful purple colour 1s being put
er. ap - _ - . .

=1 and not by a moult ; half the Inner secondaries are chestnut,

the purple '
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% b-l pl ur appearing very plainly on the inner webs.
‘ > male bird, of the hatural size
this species, i order
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represents a female and - young male

antle, and breast, the p¢
g | entirely chestnyt.
on the wings by a gradual change of feat],
but more or less mottled with black
The first Plate pe ’
St Flate represents ]
sents the m
second illustration of ] and I have thought it necessary to give a
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- some of the changes of plumage. The second Plate

1 1ts first plinea | : : :
plumage, together with another bird, of the same sex,

colnmencing to puat op hjs adult livepy




