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Hypswprymnus Graw, Gould in Proc. of Z.00]. Soc., part viii, p. 178 r :

(Marsupralia) p. 190. P HO—Waterh. in Jard, Nat, Lib. Mamm., vol.
Bettongqua Grayw, Gray, List of Mamm. in Coll. Brit. Mus., p. 93.
Hypsiprymnus (Bettongia) Graii, Waterh. Nat. Hist. of Mamm
& Lesueur, Quoy et Gaim. Voy. de la Coquille ? |
Boor-dee, Aborigines of the mountain districts of Western

, Vol. 1. p. 203,

Australia.

1 34 b l"l'- 9 '- . ;..;1' " 0 )'_ * -
I rirsT described this species 1 the “llocecdlngs of the Zoologic

| _ _ e al Society of Londop ” for 1840, from
Swan River specimens, and remarked that it diffe

red from its near ally, the

hairs which clothe the back of t]
as those of the head. During the years which have el

of an ashy-brown colour above, and in having the

apsed between 1840 and the time af which I
writing (1899 ), many other specimens have come under my notice, th

my views as to 1ts specific value : although in some of jts char
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€ examination of which has confirmed

acters 1t approximates to B. ru escens, 1ts
and, and figured under the name of B. cuniculus ; it
I head and in its shorter hind feet. Mr. Waterhouse

iich have come under his notice exhibited considerable
variation m their colouring, and sometimes approximated ver

most near ally 1s the species found in Van Diemen’s I

differs, however, from that animal in its more blu:

remarks also, that although the many specimens w!

y closely to other species, vet, with the

assistance of the skull, he found no difficulty in distinguishing them.

[ have received examples of this animal from various parts of the south-western coasts of Australia, and
1t appears to be equally abundant in the plains around Adelaide as in those in the neighbourhood of Perth
m Western Australia. My drawing was taken from living examples in the Menagerie of the Zoological
Society, and I mention this because the positions may appear somewhat singular, but they are correct
representations of those the animals assumed at the time. Mr. Gilbert, who had many opportunities of
observing the Bettongia Graii in Western Australia, states that :—

“It 15 truly gregarious, many dwelling together in extensively ramified burrows with several entrances,
before which the excavated earth is formed into large mounds ; the openings are not, as usual, mere round
holes, but are dug out in the form of tunnels with perpendicular sides, as correct as if dug with a spade.
These burrows are usually constructed in a bank sloping down to a brook or river, and are Very numerous
along both banks of the river Avon. I made several attempts to dig them out, but failed in every instance
m consequence of the depth, six or eight feet, and sometimes even more, at which the burrows are
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constructed, and of their running one into the other in endless confusion. The Boor-dee 1s exclusively a

nocturnal feeder, and, by quietly watching near the entrances to the burrows at's.m.lset, may be shot m
considerable numbers either when they emerge or while feeding m the immediate vicinity. It 1s one of j[he
most destructive animals to the garden of the settler that occurs in Western ;hlstraha., almo'st Syery k{nd
of vegetable being attacked by it, but especially peas and beans; and I know- of no species of 11is s_1ze \'V]r]'l(:h‘
makes so loud a thumping noise while hopping along the ground ,On being ;11;11'1'1%6(1; fbemde; 111f11;{11'li;
this noise with its fcet., it also utters, when first started, a most singular .:s';u(r(:cssmn 0 Sloull-l,,b’lw {1}({1
[ find it impossible to describe. Many of the specimens brought in by the natives wer‘e‘l?llulcl (151(;(;)1](:;2::
either by their dirty cloaks, or the clayey soil in which they had been captured. | A remqf @) e cire s
: : e lv difficult to meet with specimens which are not mot e or
: of fur on any part of the

connected with this animal 1s, that 1t 1s extreme e
- = - : v - 2 25 ' Y ‘. "‘t ( (:EES 1 I_]_ 'e
less denuded of the fur of the back, and I have often shot examples almos

. : ot » 1l l‘:l

. g e A antal N circ i Stan ce AR
g e R * disease or some accidental e . _
body, whether this i1s the result of disea to that of dogs afflicted with

ble to say, but the

! ' : wented a verv similar appearance
skins of several I examined certainly pr(?sentt.(l a very similar apj
mange. |

: ' ‘ ' : w«1des burrowing as

“The Boor-dee is confined to the interior, and, besides burrowing

among the rocks like the Petrogale.” s of the under surface dirty-white externally ;

Fur of the upper and under surface grey at the base; hairs o . and tipped with bmw:nish-black . on the
those of the back dirty-white, mclining to ash-colmlf* neiTr tfh.e 21:1(;\,8;‘; arinilv e e snfall
ok (feet, grey?sil-brown n “-—-Teb:te}'n Al.létl"alltl.li
from South Australia. A smnlar d1 BIEI.IJL,L
hairs near the tip of South Australian

above described, sometimes dwells

sides of the head and body a very faint wash
yellowish hairs, externally with fur like that of t!le head ;
Specimens, and dark brown, inclining to chestnut, m thnsc‘ i
occurs m the colouring of the tail ; there is also an absence of white
Specimens ; nose and other denuded parts flesh-colour.

The ficures are about the size of life.
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Bettongia rufescens, in being

1e ears of the same colour
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