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Bettongia Ogilbyr, Gould, MSS.
Hypsiprymnus Oqulbyr, Waterh. Nat. Lib. Marsupialia p. 185
Bettongia Ogilbir, Gray, List of Mamm. in Brit. Mus.. b. 93

Hypsiprymnus (Bettongia) Ogilbyi, Waterh. Nat Hie oo

) ? amm., vol. i, p. 214
Bettongia Gouldr, Gray ? :
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Tue Bettongia Ogilbyi 1s as abundantly distributed ove

r Western Australia
South Wales, but while the latter appears to be confipe

as the B. penicillata is over Now
W . - . ! to_ the country within the ranges, the former inhabits
the districts near the coast. Besides specimens from Swan River, I have received others from the lat
| have d others from the late
Mr. Harvey, procured at Port Lincoln, and I have es 1n collections for l ' |
; cctions tormed 1 the neighbour-
ave the rufous tints of the ta]]
trom these distant countries are
The B. Ogilby: always appeared to me to have a long

also seen exampl
hood of Adelaide ; those from the last-mentioned locality L and tars;

\ and tarsi somewhat
pertectly similar.
er head and proportionately longer e
these, however, are only slight differences ;
colouring of the body, the rusty red hue of the base and sides of the tail,

less highly coloured, but in other respects specimens

' ) oy ars and some-
what more slender tarsi than B. penicillata -

but the darker
and the rufous colouring of the

feet, are characters always observable in the western animal, and constitute a style of colouring never seen
in any example of the eastern species, or B. penicillata of New South W

In Mr. Waterhouse’s remarks on my specimen of 3. Ogilby.,

ales.

published in the volume of the Naturalist’s

Library,” on the Marsupialia, he says, ¢ This species 18 very closely allied to B. penicillata, but its tarsi are

proportionately rather longer and more slender, and differ in being of a deeper hue; the ears are longer,
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and the apical half of the tail 1s black both above and below. In B. pemcillata the black hair is confined to

the upper surface of the tail ; on the under part, lengthened, brown, adpressed hairs extend to the tip ; this
under part 1s, moreover, much more densely clothed than in the present species, in which the hairs are not
sufficiently numerous to hide the scales: this does not arise from the wearing away of the hair, as is often
the case ; for the under side of the tail is better covered than the sides.” In his more recent work, ¢ A Na-
tural History of the Mammalia,” Mr. Waterhouse is rather doubtful as to the distinctness of the southern and
western animals, and remarks, ¢ All that can be said 1s, that the specimens of the tufted-tailed Dettongie,
from the western and southern districts, are generally somewhat darker in the colouring of the feet and tail
than those from New South Wales; but i1t 1s certainly, in some cases, difficult to distinguish these, which I
can but regard as local varieties, by a difference of colouring.”

“ This si)ecies,” says Mr. Gilbert in his notes on the ¢ Mammals of Western Australia,’ -“ appears to be
equally abundant in all parts of the colony, but to evince a preference, perhaps, for the x}-f*hlte-gum forests.
[t makes a nest of dried sticks or strong coarse grass, under the shelter of the overhanging grasses of the
Xanthorrhea, or a bunch of dried grnﬁﬁcé or sticks; the entrance being on one side and lengthened out- :so z}s
to form a tube or porch. When driven from the nest it generally resorts ‘Eo.a ll(_‘)’]low .tree or %tump_‘; Tlf t‘l.ns
is not to be found, it makes a long circuit before returning to the nest. 'Lhis animal 1s one of the fil\-'()ll‘llte
articles of food of the natives, who are very quick in detecting the nest, and gencl‘ally’capture the little
inmate by throwing a spear through the nest and transfixing it to the ground, or by placmg the foot upon

and crushing it to death. It is almost invariably found m parrs, and, |

ike the true Macropi, the female throws

- \7 22
the young from the pouch when pursued.
Fur dense, the under fur very abundant, soft, long and wool 1 | g
ander surface of the body dirty yellowish white 5 ear:
. «ides. especially of the toes; fore-feet paler
clothed with yellow hairs ; hind feet brown, darkest on the sides, Lks[‘)u.l 1l.ly 0 i : o bcl iy
~ce at the base covered with fur, like that of the body; bey
C C CL .' el ' ‘
are of a rusty hue on the upper side, and very pale
) black hairs, which vary from rather more than

ie tip are the longest: on the sides of the tail

ly, general colour brown, obscurely washed

with vellow on the sides of the face and body;

brown ; tail well-clothed, a very small sp ‘
this and extending to about the middle of the tail the hairs &
brown on the under ; the apical half of the tail is clothed w

v D L " O e TthOS earest t ,
half to three quarters of an inch length ; those 1) 0
tip they are of a deep bro |

es. and of a black colour the ordinary
L. ’ ' | j
w. sometimes rusty white, and at the
, L3

ur botl he upper and
k ; the fur both on the upj

our § Ol the under
| ' : sxcepting ¢ e
the hairs are Co11]1)::..11‘&&1?@1}-’ short, and excepting at th

. - o : TR S e e 1 the sid

side of the apical half of the tail the hairs are longer tlm,nl 01 t

e 1 et o [ nth pale rusty yei

hairs of the back are rather broadly annulated with | i , }L s
: : or Interspersed hairs are blac

pomt they are blackish brown ; the longel interspersed hairs

under parts of the body 1s grey at the base.
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The ficures are of the natural size.




