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e  Me Waterhouse : it will be but fair, theretore, to give his remarks on the
WV ( - animal than Mr. Waterhouse ;
the synonymy of this _

subject :—
«« The Short-nosed Per

. e . % ’.1 R,
Australia, King George's D 1S e i oo e
h of these localities, and taken much pains to satisty myselt of their specific 1dent1ty_

their fore-feet are proportionately larger, and so

ameles has an unusually wide range, being found 1n New South Wales, South
ound, the Swan River district, and Van Diemen’s Land. I haye examine(

specimens from eac
The males I have usually found larger than the females ;

e the canine teeth. The colouring varies somewhat in different mdividuals, and 1s darker than that of
ar¢ ] ¢ , A1 , . -

2
other species, if we except L. macroura.

The Perameles affinis of Dr. Gray “1s founded upon a small anmmal from Van Diemen’s Land, whick

appears to me to be a young individual ot ‘P. ()éas*z'z/({: Fc%cq)ting I Tsizc, | Cﬂl'l 1)<i+1'('eive no difference ; its
length from the tip of the nose to the root of the tail is 8 inches. When of :(hlS 511-29,, the young P. obesuls
has so much the general appearance of an adult amimal i the character of the fur, &c., that I supposed,
like Dr. Grav, there really existed a second species resembling . obesula ; but after examiming the skulls,
removed from two such specimens, I was convinced that their small size merely indicated immaturity.”

Of the Perameles fusciventer of Dr. Gray, Mr. Waterhouse remarks, “'I'wo specimens in the British
Museum are labelled Perameles fusciventer ; one agrees in every respect with the P. obesula, excepting that
its head 1s rather shorter. . . . . The other 1s considerably smaller than the adult P. obesula, and differs in
being more strongly pencilled with black on the upper parts ot the body, and in having the under parts of
the body of a pale brownish-yellow, and the hairs on this part are shghtly tinted with orey at the root.
The head bears the same proportion to the body m length as m P. obesula. 1 question much whether the
shortness of the head in the larger specimen does not arise from the mode m which the specimen has been
stuffed ; and with regard to the yellowish tmt of the abdomen, I may observe, that in specimens which are
undoubtedly the P. obesula, the under parts of the body are sometimes tinted with yellow, though less
strongly than i the little animal above described. T cannot see any good grounds for regarding the
specimens called fuscwenter as specifically distinet from the P. obesula.”

The animal here represented 1s one of the very commonest of the Australian mammals, and is, moreover,
one of the oldest known, having been figured and described in some of the earliest works on that country.

The hairs composing the fur of this animal are of two kinds: all that are visible are harsh to the touch,
flattened, pomted and glossy : upon dividing these coarse hairs, a soft, somewhat scanty fur becomes visible :
on the upper parts of the body the coarse hairs are greyish-white at the root, black at the point, and
broadly annulated n the middle with ochreous-brown, giving the whole the appearance of being pencilled
im about equal proportions with black and ochreous-brown ; the under-fur 1s grey; on the under parts of

the body the hairs are yellowish-white at the tip and white at the base, and the under-fur is also white :

towards the end of the muzzle the hairs are of a uniform dusky-brown ; the lips, chin and throat are
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vintish ; hairs clothing the inner side of the ears yellowish, becoming brownish on the margin; on the

outer side dusky, becoming paler on the posterior part, and there is a faint indication of a pale spot at the

base, near the anterior maroin: fore-feet whitic BT - : - :
SO s anterior margin ; fore-feet whitish ; tarsi dirty-white, tinged with yellowish, and freckled

. side they are delicate yellow ; hairs of the base of the tail
similar to those of the hmlv; bevond this the up

under surface.

with black on the upper surface; on the inner

per surface 1s dusky, and of a dirty yellowish tint on the

I'he figures are somewhat less than the size of life



