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: this tribe of insects 18 prol,m])lv more numerous in Australia than i any other part of the world ; they
sInce tils bt e | | v 4 )
ts protractile, lengthened, slender and flexible tongue, which 1s constantly kept
to which the ants adhere. “'T'o supply this secretion,” says Mr. Water.

« the Echidna is provided with two enormous submaxillary olands, which

are procure(l by means of 1
lubricated with a viscous matter,
house in the work above quoted, -
oxtend from behind the ear to the fore-part of the chest. There are no teeth to the jaws, but the palatal
portion of the mouth is armed with several rows of strong horny spines, the points of which are directed
backwards ; and on the upper surface of the tongue are numerous small horny warts, between which and i
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palatal spines the prey of the animal is, no doubt, crushed before passing into the stomach.” Lieut. Breton

states that ¢ occasionally the tongue 1s curved laterally, and the food as 1t were swept 1nto the mouth.”
The muzzle is covered with a naked pl_u'|1li.-:h black skin j the CYES arc small and black ; the rather short
and stout body 1s covered with a thick skin, ]J;u*tim_al;u']}' on the back, where 1t has to support the strong
spines ; these are of a dirty white colour, more or less broadly tipped with black, sharply pointed, and about
one 1ch and three-quarters N luu;;'tll; tlm}* commence on the back part of the head, and extend over the

whole upper surface of the bod}'; their lmizm are directed backwards, and on the back ill\‘»'nr(ls, SO that

they cross each other in the mesial line ; near the root of the tail they form a large tuft, radiating from two
approximating centres, and hide the small rudimentary tail; the head, with the exception of the hinder
half of the upper surface, and the lower half of the sides of the body, as well as the whole of the under
surface and limbs, are covered with coarse brownish black hairs ; the lees are short and strong ; the fore
feet short and broad, and armed with large, solid and nearly straight nails, that of the middle toe being

about an mch 1 length and a quarter of an inch i width ; the shortest, that of the inner toe, 1s four or

five lines m length ; all are rounded at the extremity ; the lined feet are narrower and less powerful than
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the others, and have the mner toe very short, apparently slichtly opposable, and with a short and broad nail
rounded at the extremity; the toe next the inner one is the longest, and is armed with an enormous claw
: * = J

measuring sometimes an nch and a half 1n length 5 it is curved and nearly eylindrical. but concave beneath :
. - - . | )

the claws of the other toes are progressively shorter. The hind foot, when in its natural position, rests on
\ . , rest:

1ts 1nner side, and l)L‘tl‘llE:ll)S In a great measure upon the thumb or great toe, by which arrancement the

L‘IEI’WS are ])l'()t@(‘fﬂd from wcear “’hCll t]lt.‘ illli!ilil] l"~ ﬂ’ii”iill.‘_{, and I!El's'l_‘ i_'II{_‘ colcave FHJ'I:EI('{’ l'll'{_“*(‘ll[(‘ll Ullt“"ill‘(ls .
b . ' v j

the use of these claws, it would appear, 1s to cast away the earth which is loosened bv the stronger fore-
. . ' @,

feet and claws. Like the Ornitlmrh}'nchu.s'-:, the heel 1n the male

‘ sex 1s armed with a strong spur, which 1s
moveable, perforated, and supplied with a ¢land .

_‘ and muscles capable of cjecting the secretion of the gland
through the canal of the spur. Messrs. Quoy and Gaimard tried ﬁﬁ

ong by 1rritating the animal, to induce it
to 1nflict a wound upon themselves, in order

to ascertain whether this apparatus was poisonous, but were

unsuccesstul ; : fter tenedted inamirias rn .
UC((S?]‘u]j and afte, ltln"lt(-(l iquirtes could not learn that any accident had ever ]lill’llt‘l](‘d from a
wound of the spur. ~ pene
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I'he ﬁgures are of the natural size.
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