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| . Tlv when they were too far from the bank to take their nourishment. I observed
yecially when they were Lot ' o |
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the young obtain the lacteal fluid :—“Having a

[ saw the latter accompany their mothers, with
consider:
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« The hody of this singular animal 1s covered with a fine, long and thick hair, underneath which is a finer,
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bort. very soft fur, resembling the two distict kinds of fur found in the Sea/ and Otter ; on the abdomen,
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breast and throat, the fur and hair are of a much finer quality and of a more silky nature than on the
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: - Le nnner surface of the tail the hair 1s longer ¢ oarser.
other parts of the body ; while on the upper surface of the tail the hair is longer and coarser. The general

colour of the upper surface is a hight black ; the under short fur 1s g
immediately below the inner angle of the eye 1s a small spot of a hight or pale

-

reyish ;3 the whole of the under

J

surface 1s ferrugmous ;
vellow ; the l(*g*s are short, pentadactyle and webbed ; on the fore feet (which seem to have the g.l‘eatest
muscular power, and are 1 principal use for burrowing and swimming ) the webs extend a short distance
bevond the claws, are loose, and fall back when the animal burrows; the claws are strong, blunt, and
well adapted for burrowing ; the himd feet are short, narrow, turned backwards, and when the animal
s at rest. have, like those of the Sea/, some resemblance to a fin; their action 1s backwards and
outwards ; the nails are all curved backwards, and are longcr and Sharper than those of the fore feet;
the web does not extend further than the base of the claws. The head 1s rather flat, from which project
two flat lips or mandibles, resembling the beak of a Shoveller Duck, the lower of which 1s shorter and
narrower than the upper, and has its mternal edges channeled with numerous s#7i@, resembling in some
degree those seen i the bill of a Duck. The colour of the superior mandible 1s of a dull dirty greyish-
black, covered with innumerable minute dots ; the under part of the upper mandible is of a pale pink or
flesh-colour, as 1s the internal or upper surface of the lower mandible, the under surface of which is either
perfectly white or mottled,—m young specimens usually the former, in old ones the latter ; at the base of
both mandibles 1s a transverse loose fold or flap of Integument, always similar in colour to the skin
covering the mandibles, that 1s, dull greyish-black above, and white or mottled below. In the upper
mandible this 1s continued to the eyes, and may perhaps afford protection to those organs when the animal
s burrowing or seeking food in the mud; the upper fold or flap is continuous with another portion arising
from the lower mandible also at its base ; the eyes are very small, but brilliant, and of a light brown.

“In young specimens, the under surface of the tail, as well as the hind and fore legs near the feet, are
covered by fine hair of a beautiful silvery-white appearance ; this is lost, however, in the adult, in which
the under surface of the tail is almost entirely destitute of hair. Whether this proceeds from 1ts trailing
along the ground, I know not: but the prevailing opinion among the colonists, for which, however, I could

not discover any foundation, is that it is occasione : K - : :
y I , 18 that 1t 1s occasioned by the animal using the tail as a trowel in the

construction of its dwelling:.
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y external difference in the sexes is the presence 1 the male of

- _ . a spur, situated on the internal
part of the leg, some distance above the claws ;

this spur, which is moveable and turned backwards and

& _ | S0me experiments © (stituted by Mr. Bennett) ¢ prove that it
1t 15 entirely wanting 1 the females.

Inwards, was considered to be poisonous, but
IS INNOCUOUS

“The size of the Ornithor - varie
e ot the Ornithorhynchus varies, but the male

' S are usually , Tt . : |
opposite sex : ally found to be slightly larger than the

the average length is from 18 to 20 mches.”
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