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«« On the 7th of October, I accompanied an aborigine, called Daraga, to the banks of the Yas, to see the

burrow of an Oruithorhynchus, from which, he told me, the young had been taken last summer. 1 asked
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him, ¢ What for vou dig up Mullangong?’ < Murry budgeree patta’ (Very good to eat), was his reply.

On arriving at the spot, situated on a steep bank close to the river, about which long orass and various

other herbaceous ])l;mfh‘ abounded, 1y g’lli(le, 1‘)l1‘[‘[i]1g‘ aside the [(_)l_lg Qrass, displayed the entrance to the
burrow. distant rather more than a foot from the water’s edge. In diggmg up this retreat the natives had
not laid it entirely open, but had delved holes at certain distances, and mtroduced a stick to ascertain its
direction previously to agamn diggmg down upon it. By this method they were enabled to explore the
whole extent with less labour than by laying it open from end to end. The termination of the burrow was
broader than any other part, ncarly oval in form, and strewed at the bottom with dr}-' river weeds, &c., a
quantity of which still remamned. The whole of the mterior was smooth, extending about twenty feet In a
serpentine direction up the bank. It had one entrance near the water’s edge, and another under the water,
communicating with the mterior by an opening just withm the upper entrance. It 1s no doubt by the latter
that the animal seeks refuge when it is seen to dive and not to rise again to the surface.

“On examiming the cheek-pouches or the stomachs of these animals, I always observed the food to consist
of river msects, very small shell-fish, &c., comminuted and mingled with mud or gravel : this latter might
be required to aid digestion, as I never observed the food unmingled with 1t. The natives say that they
also feed on river weeds ; but I never found remains of that description of food 1 their ])O'Ul‘hf‘S. Mr.
f{mru‘%‘ MacLeay mformed me that he had shot some, in a part of the Wollondilly River, having river weeds
im their pouches; but he observed that in that part of the river aquatic insects were very scarce. The
young .z.u:v suckled at first, and afterwards fed with msects, &ec., mingléﬂ with mud. .

i H;-mn,g' L‘i‘ll)flll‘t‘(l one alive, I placed it in a cask, with orass, mud, water, and everything necessary to
make 1t (*ufnhfrmhlv. It ran round its place of confinement, scratching and making great efforts to get
Tmlr‘: but |“Hl‘“”-t' T'ht‘m useless, became quite i‘.ranquil, contracted 1tself imto a small compass, and soon fell
asleep. At nmight it became very restless, and diligently sought to escape, coing round the cask with the
ottt s 3 e Tore e “ and the W,ebs thm‘wn bnf*l{, and scratching violently with the claws of the
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