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5 aod when I answered 1n the necative, that fine old gentleman and eminent
the Ornithorhynchus lay eggs ¢~ and v ans _
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process, the little creature becomes attached by its imperfectly formed mouth to the mnipple, and there
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remains daneline for days, and even weeks, during which 1t gradually assumes the likeness and structure of
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its parents ; at length it drops from this lacteal attachment into the pouch, re-attaches 1itselt when hunger
prompts it so to do, and as often again tumbles off when 1ts wants have been supplied. It 1s scarcely
necessary to say that, after guining sufficient :sh‘eng‘th,} 1t leaves this natural ln,sclwl' of the nmflwr,, 1031)5 Into
the open air and sports about the plains or the forest, as the case may be, and returns again to its warm
home, until at length the wearied mother denies 1t this indulgence and proceeds again to comply with the
law which governs all creatures, that of reproduction. This 1s a very low form of animal life, indeed the

lowest among the Mammalia, and exhibits the first stage beyond the development of the bird.

This description has reference not only to the Kangaroos, which mostly have but one young at a time, but

1s equally descriptive of the other members of this group, some of which have two, while others have three

or tour, and others, the Phascogale for instance, eight or nine at a birth ; but in all cases, even with these

large numbers, the young hang to the mamme in the wav [ have deseribed.

In(lt‘])endent]}"’ of the low structure of the brajn and the low form of reproduction of the Kangaroos, 1
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| wished. T have not failed to notice much disparity in
s1ze 1 the Marsupiata - they seem to bhe always growing ; for the males get larger and still larger for years,
even long after they have commenced the duty of reproduction, and hence imli{'i(lunlh of all 519;05 ()C’Cll;‘, and
occasionally one extraordinarily large may be met with. [ have observed this to occur with all the Marsupials,
but 1‘};1rticul:{1r]}-’ among the li:;mgamo&. T'he great herds of the 0
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