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PREFACE.
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-nd laborious day’s walk under a burning sun, I
¢ | LU A .,

e 4 o
other small quﬂ.druped. Tired by a long

ioht by the side of a river, a natural pond, or a water-
O . |

frequently encamped for the n RN S
1 g my weary body on the river’s

N equently stretched
Lole. and before retiring to rest not unfreq ;
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es formed by the Ornithorhynclhus, or per

up towards me With such scenes as these continually around me, 1s 1t surprising that
J ( he _ /» / b b

les of the mdigenous Mammals of

e haps an Echidna came ﬁ_‘otting
concentric cCire

[ should have entertained the idea of collecting examp
roductions I had gone out expressly to imvestigate ¢ To
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a country whose ornithological p

T mnowledge nore than the Birds and Mammals would
have nttempted to acquire a knowledge of M :

have been unwise: still I was not ssensible to the interest which attaches to 1ts insects
and to its wonderful botanical produetionsz. The Fucalypti, the Banksie, the Casuarine,
the native Cedar- and the Fig-trees will ever stand forth prominently m my memory.
While in the interior of the country, I formed the mtention of publishing a monograph
of the great family of Kangaroos; but soon after my return to England 1 determined to

attempt a more extended work, under the title of the ¢ Mammals of Austraha.’

[t will always be a source of pleasure to me to remember that I was the first to
describe and figure the Great Black and Red Wallaroos (Osphranter robustus and O. anti-
lopinus), the three species of Onychogalea, several of the equally smgular Lagorchestes, and
many other new species of Kangaroos. Mounted examples of all these animals, whether
discovered by myself or by others, are now contained in the national collection of this
country ; but I regret to say that their colours are very different trom what thev were

wlile the animals were living, the continuous exposure to light, consequent upon their
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emg placed in a museum, causing their evanescent colourmg rapidly to fade, both here

g

and m the collections of every other country. 'T'hose who have seen the living Osphranter
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rufus at the Zoological Gardens could scarcely for a moment suppose that the Museum

specimen of the s

ame anii er hee danedi e and |
: animal had ever been dressed in such glowing tints. To see the

Kangaroos in all T ‘ '
ok > d thei olory their t1ve v 5 e B - .
glory, I native country must be visited : their beauty would

then be par | | ific distinet;
D be at once apparent, and their various specific distinetions easily recoonizable
- : AW ?ﬁ Al /.

The exploration er o el
QL of every new district has afforded ample proof of the existence of species

i every departmen : ' ' :
] | i ol zoology with which we were previously unacquainted. Under

d S et -
O not considey nmy work to be 1n any wav

the whole of the Mammals of g o
l)‘_} 11{ TIAYC\ [ e : >
e traversed; but I bring it to

these circumstances, |

e o complete, or £ia
comprises nearly plete, or that it

ountry of which so much has vet to
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mencement, duri el - S altert g mterval of eighteen years since its com-
ncement, durine which econc - - A e

S constant attent - ;

! 1onivhas: beentt ojve: - -
upon the genera and species k i teen given to the 5“]),](‘0‘5, as treatig
and the blessing of health be copt; ] : my lite be prolonged,

Zig i o mnued to

e, | Propose, as m the case of the ° Birds
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