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MACROPUS MAJOR, Staw.

Great Grey Kangaroo.

Spec. Char.—Macropus vellere corporis, superneé, e cinereo fusco. apud antiorachios et abdomen canescenti-cinereo, anti-
pedibus, pedibus posticis, caudegue apice mgris ; linea albescente supra labium per genas excurrente.

Descr.—All the fur on the upper surface uniform areyish brown above, passing 1nto grisly grey on the arm and
under surface ; a faint line of ereyish white above the upper lip and along the sides of the face ; hands, feet,
and tip of the tail black.

Male. Female.
feet. inches. feet. inches.

Length from the nose to the extremity: of the tanliey 5 st fee Tt 10 5 e
s oftail.,..............,,..3 2 2 1
. ,, tarsus and toes, including the nail . 1 S 1 L

3 ,» arm and hand, including the nails . . . . . . . . . 1 O, 101

55 ,» face from the tip of the nose to the base of the ear 9 8

i ,, €ar 51 =

Macropus giganteus, Shaw, Nat. Misc., pl. 33.

Didelplis gigantea, Linn. Syst. Nat. Gmel., p. 109.—Schreb., t. 154.

Nanguroo, Cook’s Voy., vol. iii. p. o77. pl. 20.—Phill. Voy., pl. in p. 106.—White’s Voy., pl. 1n p. 272.

Muacropus major, Shaw, Gen. Zool., vol. i. p.- 300, pl. 115.—Cook’s First V 0y., vol. 1v, p. 45. pl. 2.—Desm. Nouv.
Dict. d’Hist. Nat., tom. xvii. p. 33.

RKanourus labiatus, Geoff. Encycl., pl. 21. fig. 4.—Desm. Ency. Meth. Mamm., p. 273.

Boomer, Forester, Old Man Rangaroo of the Colonists, Bundaary of the Aborigines of the Laverpool range.

Tuere can be little doubt of the present species being that noticed by our celebrated navigator Cook, in his voyage
round the world in 1770 ; and as I conceive all information connected with this early-known species will be Imteresting,
I shall commence my account of its history with a quotation from the above-mentioned work.

“On Friday, June the twenty-second, while stationed for a short time on the south-east coast of Australia,” says Captain
Cook, ““ a party, who were engaged 1n shooting pigeons for the use of the sick of the ship, saw an animal, which they described
to be “as large as a greyhound, of a slender make, of a mouse-colour, and extremely swift.” The following day the same kind
of animal was again seen by a great many other people. On the twenty-fourth it was seen by Captain Cook himself, who,
walking at a little distance from the shore, observed a quadruped, which he thought bore some resemblance to a greyhound,
and was of a light mouse-colour, with a long tail, and which he should have taken for a kind of wild dog, had not its extra-

ordinary manner of leaping, instead of running, convinced him of the contrary. Mr. Banks also obtained a transient view of

it, and immediately concluded it to be an animal perfectly new and undescribed.

“ The sight of a creature so extraordinary could not fail to excite, in the mind of a philosophic observer, the most ardent
wishes for a complete examination. These were at length gratified ; Mr. Gore, one of the associates in the expedition of
Captam Cook, having been so fortunate as to shoot one in the course of a few days.”

Such 1s the earliest notice to be found relative to this fine species, of which living examples were a few years after-
wards brought to KEurope, and have from time to time formed an mteresting addition to our menageries. It is however
remarkable, that though it has now been introduced for so long a period, all attempts at naturalizing it have hitherto
proved futile; still, from my own observations of the animal in a state of nature, I am led to believe that a small
degree of perseverance is alone requisite to effect so desirable an object. Should I be so fortunate as to interest
any who have the means, as well as the inclination, in the furtherance of this object, we may yet hope to see our large
parks and forests graced with the presence of this highly ornamental and singular animal. That it would bear the
severities of our winters i1s almost beyond a doubt, since in Van Diemen’s Land, among other places, it resorts to
the bleak, wet, and frequently snow-capped summit of Mount Wellington. The kind of country which appears most
suittable to 1ts nature, consists of low grassy hills and plains, skirted by thin open forests of brushwood, to the latter
of which, especially on the continent of Australia, it resorts for shelter from the oppressive heat of the mid-day sun.
Although the numbers of this large species are becoming greatly reduced in consequence of the intrusion of civilized
man, and though 1t has disappeared from those localities where he has taken up his abode, accompanied by his
vast flocks and herds, still the immense tracts of sterile unwatered country which characterize Australia, and present
physical obstacles to cultivation, will, in my opinion, for a long period afford a sufficient asylum for the preservation
of the race.

It enjoys a wide range of habitat, being spread over the colony of New South Wales, the interior to the northward
as far as 1t has yet been penetrated, as well as the whole of the intermediate country between New South Wales and
South Australia, where I observed it tolerably abundant; but I am induced to believe this latter district is almost the
boundary of 1ts range westward, although, on this pomt, I may be m error.

I should consider 1t as not, strictly speaking, a grégarious animal, as I have never seen more than six or eight
together, and have more frequently met with 1t singly or 1n pairs. Its senses of smelling and hearing are so exquisite
that it is extremely difficult of approach without detection, and to effect this it is always necessary to advance against
the wind. It browses upon various kinds of arasses, herbs and low shrubs, a kind of food which renders its flesh well-
tasted and nutritive. 'The early dawn and evening are the periods at which it feeds, and at which it is most certain
to be met with.

Although hunted and frequently killed by the Dingo, its most formidable antagonist has hitherto been the Aborigine,
who employs several modes of obtaining it ; sometimes stealing upon 1t with the utmost caution under covert of the trees
and bushes, until 1t 1s within the range of his spear, which is generally thrown with unerring aim; at other times.
having discovered their retreat, the natives unite in a party, and, forming a large circle gradually, close in upon them




| hich the animals are SO terrified and confused, that they easily become victims to the
A% wilCll Ui ¢ als dic .8

with shouts and yells, - . Lo
directed against them fron

; 1 all sides.
engs, clubs and spears which are

bommer e Great Grey Kangaroo finds, at the present time,

Still, however formidable an enemy the A
‘n the white man, whose superior |
assailants than those of the more simple e

o nature, that the timd kang _
of the nature of the greyhound and deerhound, and from

trained, that its escape, when

horigine may have been, th

nowledee enables him to employ, for 1ts destruction, much more

a far greater one
efficient weapons and
his aid dogs of superior breed, and of so savage
to them. LThesc dogs, which run entirely by sight, partake . i el
their great strength and fleetness are so well adapted for the duh‘es to which they a L el

: ar and favourable circumstances, as, for example, the oppressive heat o e day, or the
re chase, and the hard ridges which the kangaroo

son of nature. Independently of the gun, he brings to

aroo has but little chance when opposed

this OCcurs, 1S Ou.rmg to l)ﬂtllll | | f e
ound ; the former mcapacitating the dogs for a seve |
un giving him a great advantage over his pursuers.
: L } x )PV AV ‘ ' S( t or A
particular will frequently outstrip the fleetest oreyhound, while, on the contrary, heavy old males, on soft ground, are
< iy | 4 | o - | - o . by " _-,.,'_. S N Q 3 . < O
easily overtaken. Many of these fine kangaroo-dogs are kept at the stock-stations of the interior for the sole purpose
: i LI U L. A St i '@ = - - . . .

' ‘ ' . heino killed solely for qnnnlv of o1l which 1t vields, and the

of running the kangaroo and the emu, the latter being killed solely for the supply of « | by » S
k | Although I have killed the largest males with a single dog, 1t 1s not
oreat power, and frequently rip up the dogs, and sometimes even
Three or four dogs are more generally laid on, one of

.o of » O :
nature of the g On such erounds the females 1n

invariably endeavours to g

" i3 ol Do B LS
former for mere sport, or for food for the dogs.
cenerally advisable to attempt this, as they possess
cut them to the heart with a single stroke of the hind leg. _ .
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whenever they have an opportunity, and 1t 1s said that they will also attempt to do the same with man. In Van
Diemen’s Land the Macropus major forms an object of chase, and like the deer and fox in England, 1s hunted with
hounds ; and twice a week, during the season, the Nimrods of this distant land may be seen, mounted on their fleet
steeds, crossing the ferry of the Derwent, at Hobart Town, on their way to the hunting-ground, where they seldom
meet without *“ finding.” The following particulars of the ¢ hunt” have been obligingly forwarded to me by the Honourable
Henry Elliot, late aide-de-camp to His Excellency Sir John Franklin, and one of its chiet patrons.

““ T have much pleasure in telling you all I know of the kangaroo-hunting in Van Diemen’s Land. "The hounds are kept by
Mr. Gregson, and have been bred by him from foxhounds imported from England ; and though not so fast as most hounds here

now are, they are quite as fast as 1t 1s possible to ride to in that country.

““ The  Boomer’ 1s the only kangaroo which shows good sport, for the strongest ¢ Brush Kangaroo” cannot live above twenty
minutes before the hounds; but as the two kinds are always found in perfectly different situations, we never were at a loss to
find a Boomer, and I must say that they seldom failed to show us good sport. We generally ¢ found * in a high cover of young
wattles ; but sometimes we ‘found’ in the open forest, and then it was really pretty to see the style in which a good kangaroo
would go away. I recollect one dayin particular, when a very fine Boomer jumped up in the very middle of the hounds, in the
‘open ; he at first took a few high jumps with his head up, looking about him to see on which side the coast was clearest, and
then, without a moment’s hesitation, he stooped forward and shot away from the hounds, apparently without an effort, and gave
us the longest run I ever saw after a kangaroo. He ran fourteen miles by the map from point {o point, and if he had had fair
play, 1 have very little doubt but that he would then have beat us: but he had taken along a tongue of land which ran
into the sea, so that, on bemng pressed, he was forced to try to swim across the arm of the sea, which, at the place where
he took the water, cannot have been less than two miles broad ; 1n spite of a fresh breeze and a head sea acainst him, he got
~fully half-way over, but he could not make head against the waves any further, and was ol ‘ - i
quite exhausted, he was soon killed. | |
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MACROPUS LANIGER.

Great Red Kangaroo.

Spec. Char.—Mas.  Macropus vellere brevi, mollr, et quasi gossipino ; colore arenaceo- rufo 5 capite humerisque cinereis, et
arenaceo-rufo leviter tinctis ; corpore subtus evalbescente arenaceo-cinereo ; artubus caudaque albidis ; digitis nigris
rostre lateribus albis migro variegatis.

Fam.  Colore corporis superioris ceruleo-cinereo ; inferior 18, et artuum albo ; ; Jacier lateribus strioa alba  distincte
notatis.

Deser.—Mavre.  General colour sandy red shghtly tinged with orange, especially on the flanks and rump ; neck, back
and shoulders washed with ashy grey; the same tint, but somewhat paler, 1s also observable on the outer side of
the thigh; head deep ashy grey, tinged in parts with sandy red ; sides of the muzzle as far as the angle of the
mouth {m(l the chin pure white ; mtermingled with the white of the muzzle are some bristly black hairs, forming
two 1nterrupted black lines; ears grey on the exterior, with a few black hairs near the tip, and white on the
interior ; throat, chest and all the under surface taw ny white tinged with grey; arms and legs tawny white ;
hands and toes blackish brown ; tail tawny white tinged with arey.

FemaLe. General tint rather pale ; the sandy red on the sides of the body less distinct ; head and shoulders of
a paler grey, and as well as the haunches tinged vinous : differs also from the male in having a distinet broad
white mark extending from the angle of the mouth backwards under the eye, and 1n having the under parts of
the body and limbs pure white.

Young. The upper parts of the body of nearly a uniform pale slate-grey.

Male. Female.
feet. inches. feet. inches.
Length from the nose to the extremity of the tail . . . . . . . 8 2y e e 0
- O Gl | O et R R Sl B St 2 Or- A0 e o 9L
3 ,, tarsus and toes, including the nail . 1 2 1 0
" ,, arm and hand, including the nails . . . . . . . . . 1 6L ] 0
;.:, ,» face from the tip of the nose to the base of the ear S 8
- 5 €ar 51 41

Nangurus rufus, Desm. Mamm. Suppl. p. 541.
Kangurus lamger, Quoy et Gaim. Voy. de I'Uranie, p. 65, pl. 9.

T'urs noble species of lkangaroo, the largest and one of the most elegant of its race yet discovered, has hitherto been so
little known, that, with the exception of my own specimens, a smgle skin, and that in the most imperfect condition, is
all that has ever reached E turope. The specimen referred to 1s the original of the figure and description 1n the zoology
of the <V oyage de I'Uranie ” as quoted above. The specific term of lamger appeared so mapplicable to my specimens,
as, together with the i inaccuracy of the plate and description, to induce me to question their identity ; and in order to
clear up this doubt satisfactorily I visited the Parisian museum and examined the origial, when I found, to my great
astonishment, that the deficiencies of natural hair on many parts ot the skin had been replaced by finely cut sheep’s wool,
whereby the appellation of Woolly Kangaroo was rendered more correct than I had anticipated : 1t would have been
better for science had this circumstance been stated. The sides and upper surface ot the body of those I brought
to Kurope are the only parts of the animal that have any tendency to the woolly character, and the hair on these parts
entirely wants that crispness mentioned by Messrs. Quoy and Gaimard. The specimen in the museum of the Jardin
des Plantes was presented to the officers of the expedition by Fraser the botanist, during their stay at Sydney, and was
said to be from Port Macquarrie ; but I am led to believe that some mistake must have arisen on this point, and that the
Macquarrie river was the locality intended, since it is an animal entirely confined to the interior.

Two of my specimens were obtained in South Australia, and the others on the plains bordering the Namor'; from
the works of Oxley and Sturt we find that it frequents the banks of the Morumbidgee and Darling ; we may conse-
quently nfer that it is very generally dispersed over the great basin of the interior of Australia, as it certainly is over
the eastern portions of that continent. I regret that these authors should have o1ven such shight notices of this inter-
esting animal, which they must have frequently encountered in their expeditions. Capt. Sturt merely states, that while
encamped on the Morumbidgee ¢ we saw several red kangaroos, and succeeded 1n killing one. It certainly is a beautiful
animal, ranging the wilds in its native freedom. The female and kid are of a light mouse-colour.” Having, like (apt
Sturt, had the pleasure of seeing this species in its native wilds, I fully concur 1n his opinion as to its beauty ; it is, in
fact, the finest of the Australian Mammalia : and the female is particularly attractive, from her graceful, slender, and
elegant form, and from the snowy whiteness of her legs and under surface contrasted with the blue- -grey tint of her
stides and back. The male, especially when adult, has the red and white more blended into each other ; the blue-grey
which distinguishes the female, being rarely if ever perceptible ; hence has arisen the trivial names of 1ed buck and blue
doe for the two sexes respectively : the female is also called the flying doe, from her extreme fleetness, for which her
whole structure 1s so admirably adapted, that I have little hesitation in saying, that under favourable circumstances she
would outstrip the fastest dogs: occasionally, however, both sexes are run successfully, either from the chase being over
sott mouldy soil, or from the female being encumbered by a large and heavy young one, which she has not been able to




ays do, if possible, when hardly pressed. The beautiful female represented
Having observed a pair sheltering themselves from
the Namoi, I succeeded 1 leading

disengage from the pouch, and which she will alw
ate was Captu_rcd under these circumstances.
endula) on the plains near
The dog was so quickly at the heels of the one

in the accompanying Pl
the heat of the sun under a small group of Myalls (Acacia p

a fine dog to within seventy yards of them without being perceived.
he took after, and which was carrying a large young one, that her escape was impossible.
The male figured by her side was also procured by a single dog, which after a short chase ¢ pulled” and kept him at

bay until I came up and assisted in despatching him, but not before he had made a fearful resistance.
at Red Kangaroos frequently inhabit the same portions of the country, still they

Although the Great Grey and Gre

Affect localities of a different description; the former resorting to grassy valleys and * brush growing on the dark
whilst the latter confines itself to the hard red stony ridges clothed with box, and open plains, m the
The large male (the weight of which I

forced march between the Murray and
speak with a lasting recollection of

mouldy soil,”

midst of which

it may frequently be seen n the daytime basking in the sun.
e to be above two hundred pounds) was killed while we were making a

judg
Adelaide, at a time when all our provisions were exhausted, and I can therefore

the goodness of its flesh, which sustained me and my party for four days.
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MACROPUS FRANATUS, Gouad.

Bridled Kangaroo.

Spec. Char.— Macropus vellere molli brevi, colore e fusco cinereo ; corpore subtus albo ; ab occipite utringue super lumeros
linet angusta alba ; interspatio occipiteque migrescente : cauda tuberculo parvo cornes pilis migrescentibus abscondito
ad apicem instructd ; tarsis artubusque anticis fere albis, digitis pilis obscuris pauces adsperses.

Deser.—Fur short and soft; general tint of the upper surface grey; under surface white ; a white line diverges
from the occiput on cach side backwards over the shoulder, and passes mto the white of the belly a little

behind the insertion of the arms; the space between these lines 1s blackish brown, narrow at the occiput

and gradually expanding as it approaches the shoulder, where the colour blends into the ordinary tint of the
apper parts ; tail mingled black and white, the black predominating on the upper and under surface ot the
extremity ; on the chin a small dusky mark ; legs whitish ; upper surface of the teet mingled black and white ;
arms very pale grey, internally white ; hands mingled black and white, tinged with brown on the fingers ; mner
«arface of the ears white; a white mark from the tip of the muzzle to beneath the eye; on the sides of the

neck a wash of rich cream colour.

5 Male. Female.
= _ \ feet. 1nches. feet, 1inches.

s Length from the nose to the extremity off the tall e I S 7 81

H Lo ofttailate SR I R TS R T 7 | 3

j y ,, tarsus and toes, mecluding thie nail s E E 6L 5

v | e :

k - ., arm and hand, including the TS P 5 4

i s ., face from the tip of the nose to the base of the ear . . . 5 T 3L
& o .y Eal B T S UL R s e R S L e & B gl i &« 3‘:,— _ 3%

Macropus franatus, Gould Proc. of Zool. Soc., Part VIII. p. 92.

l"l"rl"fr

i

¢

Tuis elegant little Kangaroo, whose weight varies from ten to fifteen pounds, 1s an mhabitant of the part of New

(P ] ' i i
| | L
| |. '
k. ¥ s

Holland to the northward of the Laverpool Plains, and in all probability will hereafter be found to range over a great

J

extent of country towards the central portion of Australia.

&z The paucity of information that has been obtained respecting the Kangaroos of the mterior, particularly those so
w = strikingly marked as the present species, is somewhat remarkable, considering the number of scientific men who have at

different periods traversed various portions of the country which these animals inhabit : as far as I am aware, none of

= the works of Oxley, Sturt or Mitchell make the slightest mention of the one here represented. On arriving in the

1@ IR

colony, skins of the animal were presented to me by Mr. Stephen and Mr. Charles Coxen, and I afterwards had the

| L]
(!

satisfaction of frequently meeting with it in a state of nature, and of gamimg some information respecting 1ts

l

habits. The nearest point to the colony at which I encountered it was Brezi, on the river Mokai, whence 1t extended

nto the interior as far as I had an opportunity of proceeding. It inhabits all the low mountain-ranges similar to those

VI A

of Brezi, whose elevation varies from one to five or six hundred feet, and which are of a sterile character—hot, dry,
stony, and thinly covered with <hrub-like stunted trees. These situations are also the abode of the Halmaturus dorsalis,
with which T sometimes found the Macropus frenatus associating 3 but it differs from that species, which 1s strictly an
nhabitant of the brushes, in frequenting the more open parts and occasionally even the plains. When started from 1ts
seat, which is formed like that of a hare, and sheltered by a tuft of grass or a small bush, 1t bounds away with re-
markable fleetness, generally oving the best dogs a sharp run, and frequently eflects its escape by gaining the thick
part of the brush, or the hole of a decayed tree. And I recollect on one occasion, that on being sharply pressed, the
animal mounted the inside of the tree, to an opening nearly fifteen feet from the ground, whence it leaped down before
the dogs, and succeeded reaching the hollow trunk of a fallen tree, from which it was finally taken by the hand.

In the neighbourhood of Brezi the natives hunt this species with dogs, and often kill it with spears, bommerengs and
other weapons ; but at Gundermein, on the Lower Namoi, I found myself among a tribe who succeed in capturing them
with nets, which, although rudely constructed, are very well adapted to the purpose. On being made acquainted with
my object, the tribe were easily induced to accompany me to the Brigaloe brush, in which the present species and the
Halmaturus dorsalis were very abundant : arriving at the skirts of the brush, the oldest men of the tribe separated from
the rest, each two taking a net about twenty-five yard<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>