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whenever they have an opportunity, and it is said that they will also attempt to do the same with man. In Van
Diemen’s Land the Adacropus major forms an object of chase, and like the deer and fox im England, 1s hunted with
hounds ; and twice a week, during the season, the Nimrods of this distant land may be seen, mounted on their fleet

steeds, crossing the ferry of the Derwent, at Hobart Town, on their way to the hunting-ground, where they seldom
meet without « finding.” The following particulars of the ¢ hunt ” have been obligingly forwarded to me by the Honourable
Henry Elliot, late aide-de-camp to His Excellency Sir John Franklin, and one of its chiet patrons.

““ T have much pleasure in telling you all I know of the kangaroo-hunting in Van Diemen’s Land. "The hounds are kept by
Mr. Gregson, and have been bred by him from foxhounds imported from England ; and though not so fast as most hounds here

now are, they are quite as fast as 1t 1s possible to ride to in that country.

““ The “ Boomer’ 1s the only kangaroo which shows good sport, for the strongest ¢ Brush Kangaroo” cannot live above twenty
minutes before the hounds; but as the two kinds are always found in perfectly different situations, we never were at a loss to
find a Boomer, and I must say that they seldom failed to show us good sport. We generally ¢ found * in a high cover of young
wattles ; but sometimes we ‘found’ in the open forest, and then it was really pretty to see the style in which a good kangaroo
would go away. I recollect one day in particular, when a very fine Boomer jumped up in the very middle of the hounds, in the
‘open ; he at first took a few high jumps with his head up, looking about him to see on which side the coast was clearest, and
then, without a moment’s hesitation, he stooped forward and shot away from the hounds, apparently without an effort, and gave
us the longest run I ever saw after a kangaroo. He ran fourteen miles by the map from point {o point, and if he had had fair
play, 1 have very little doubt but that he would then have beat us: but he had taken along a tongue of land which ran
into the sea, so that, on being pressed, he was forced to try to swim across the arm of the sea, which, at the place where
he took the water, cannot have been less than two miles broad : in spite of a fresh breeze and a head sea acainst him, he oot
~fully half-way over, but he could not make head agamst the waves any further, and was obliced to turn back, when., bvi.m.z;
quite exhausted, he was soon killed. .' | - |
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