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TABB. LX. ET LXI.
LOPHOPHORUS IMPEYANUS. =

' 1] & r q
. T | - ; :. ; ] -:. . o ':* r e i F .f'
b AR PR [ W ; S P Ly s 4 J Ay &
YEAMY : | v o, . - Py e - : , . L g Trnas o (& s
il \ b -'l_r‘"i ; .I;u | "I-‘.,:&{: i I:r :: 3 F LY .'-I""i:‘ ol o e A # 3 a A ; - ] - s
] % | e 1 e f, L by ' | ] i i 1 L m, I_ . ..., 5 oL i " ..l“ = E ¢
b L Si=F 3 \1{;_;-. S R P “ do iy ;!.1.*’. AN e GEYTT 1 2R e .Y i N
{ - | I i . i ¥ e F = 4 B =) C ik ¢ bl s 1Ty | - ] o M 5 |
. ) § o "'-‘-, d o o ) : b P ) ' .r‘-'!-.rl ";1- i e, A ¥ S .

N - I% ? >
ek |
"l' h | ‘:
- P i |
I VAE o ¥ #
1 " .I'II 4 .‘ .'} ..IHF‘ ¥ oy .:: h"'l- "_--r""III| kg ]
] ey
s = 4 ]
% . . " & F
0 VR ] % b
L] v | e ; l..III . B 3
ot & -.|i - " .
e -
= ,Lt'. - -,"HI.*_. s - - - ,.-l.-"l‘a

IT 1s not a little singular that the elevated regions of the Himalaya, verging upon the limits of perpetual 1] |
snow, should present us with a tribe of birds which are distinguished almost beyond all others by the briliancy i Il “
of their plumage ;—we allude to an extensive group of the family of Phasianide, torming several genera, l| flith
among which the genus before us is pre-emmently characterized by the intense metallic lustre of 1ts colours. |
The genus Lophophorus, first established by the illustrious Cuvier, is very limited in 1ts numbers, the present *1
splendid bird being the only species now acknowledged as having true claim to the generic title. | A

That a bird, which if introduced into our country would form a splendid ornament to our woods and T ;
lawns, and which would doubtless bear the climate as well as the Peacock from the plams of India, or the it
Pheasant of the confines of China, should have been hitherto almost a stranger even to our museums, 1S a : I
circumstance to be wondered at, and only to be attributed to the remoteness of its native habitat, and the J IR &
difficulty of transporting it across a wide extent of country before it can reach the coast. We may hope, i

} however, that by the exertions of our numerous scientific investigators of India it may ere long become a i f ] |
denizen of our parks. ' |

The food of the Impeyan Pheasant consists in a great measure of bulbous roots, for the scooping up of which It
the upper mandible, like that of the Francolins, being of a spoonlike form, is peculiarly adapted. i ;—"é

| Nothing can present a stronger contrast than the plumage of the female and young male with that of the - (WAt ﬁ

adult male. While in the latter all 1s resplendent with tints of burnished green and purple changing mn every R h
light, in the former the general colour 1s of a deep brown variegated with lines of white and zigzag marking's 1 5
of rusty brown, a colour with which the feathers of the tail are barred. 'lThe crest of such birds merely i '
consists of somewhat lengthened feathers. | I

In the adult male, the head 1s ornamented with a crest of long feathers, each of which arises by a slender i ﬁ
filiform peduncle and becomes spatulate at 1ts extremit.y. This crest as well as ?he head and throat are.of L t;%

: a rich metallic green ; the back of the neck of a metallic 1“"'1_3105 the bacl:;: and wings are s.teel blue, a white il I ;%

bar crossing the middle of the former ; the tail is rich ferruginous deepening at the extremity ; the whole of | | Il i%_.,,
the under surface black. : : i f- 9

r . wo thirds of their natural size. L
the male, and Tab. LXI. the female, two thir . i
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