SELASPHORUS RUFUS

Rufous Flame-bearer.
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JLEGaNT In all its proportions, refulgent in the colouring of 1ts throat, associated with the past as one of

the many interesting discoveries of our celebrated Navigator Captamn Cook, and remarkable for resorting

to extremely high latitudes for the purpose of breeding, this little Humming-Bird has claims to our notice

exceeding those of most of 1ts congeners ; 1t 1S mtmvatmn too, on account of the vast extent of country
over which 1t 1s spread, its range extending over Mexico and North America, but being, however, exclu-
sively confined to the Western or Pacific side of that great Continent, where it represents the well-known
Trochilus colubris, the range of which appears to be as exclusively confined to the Western or Atlantic
portion. The great country of Mexico may be considered as its proper habitat during the months of
winter. 1 have frequently received 't from Guatemala, and from this its most southern limit, 1t 1s very
abundant along the great cham northwards, through Califos -nia and the Rocky Mountains to Sitka, and

pmlm])s ' some seasons to within the Russian tvrril'ur' C Ell)‘(illll Cook found it in abundance at Nootka

Sound, and every traveller who has visited the mouth of the River Columbia, speak of 1t as an object the
l)mut\ of which never failed to arrest his attention while mlmhlmw those regions. After the summer 1s

over and gone, and the powerful rays of the sun are deflected towards the more southern parts of the
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Continent, it retraces its steps towards the congenial climate of Mexico, where insect life 1s at this season
otill sufficient for its wants: this little wanderer, therefore, unhke many other species, which appear to be
stationary, passes over a vast range of country, and 1s strictly a migrator ; and, as 1s generally the case
with birds having this habit, it is only m certain seasons that it bears the fine flame-coloured gorget as
ficured m the accompanying Plate. The period when this part 1s most radiant 1s that immediately pre-
ceding the pamlnu or breeding season, and in no instance have I found specimens collected 1n Mexico at all
equal mn beauty to those obtained in more northern climes. Exposure to light, the rapidity of flight, the
Process of constructing their nest, and the frequent combats in which these little furies are engaged, all
doubtless tend to diminish the bheauty and l)lll‘lf}’ of their plumage ; perfect hl}t'(llll(llh, therefore, can only
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their arrival at their summer residence.

be obtained during their spring passage, or immediately after

This species, more fortunate than most of its family, has had some interesting accounts of its habits and

economy recorded by various writers, which, in the absence of any opportunities for observing them myself,

[ cannot perhaps do better than transcribe in their own words, as given 1n Audubon’s ¢ Ormthological
Biography,” &c.
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«« We began,” says Mr. Nuttall, ““ to meet with this species near the Blue Mountains of the Columbia
River, in the autumn, as we proceeded to the west. These were all young birds, and were not very easily
distinguished from those of the common species of the same age. We now for the first time (April 16)

«aw the males in numbers, darting, burring and squeaking n the usual manner of their tribe; but when

engaged in collecting 1ts accustomed sweets in all the energy of life, it seemed like a breathing gem, or




