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MICROCHERA ALBOCORONATA.
Snow-cap.

Mellisuga albo-coronata, Laur. Ann. Liye. New Yorl

<, vol. vii, 1855, p- ¥37. pl. 1%
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In figuring this little Hummino-hir , - s
one (?f thebmost singular S[;:EZ:']:,: l));t(lll I f'.llm-f th(? plmttﬂ"g tas,k of bringing before the notice of my readers

5 e aruly that has been discovered for many years, and of recording my
o | T and highly scientific gentleman of the western world. It is tok_ Mr.
Gt;rorge N. ‘Laurcncc of New York, then, that my thanks are due, not only for the gift of the only example of
this new bird that graces my collection, but for much kindness and att

Independently of an intimate acquaintance with of]

acknowledgements to a most liberal

ention during my visit to America.
ler ornithological aroups, Mr. Laurence is an excellent

sy tions of the Zrochilide out of Europe.
On mstituting an examination and comparison of thi

Trochilidist, and possesses one of the finest collec

et s bird with the other forms of the family, I at once

yerceived that 1t differed 1n its characters from everv ane of | :

1 ' a ered 1n 1ts characters from every one of them, and, consequently, that 1t was necessary
y S ) : g ) - Ay OY i _;-- x et 1' : _ G| > . .

to constitute 1t the type of a new genus, and with the kind assistance of P. L. Sclater, Esq., I have instituted

that of Microchera for its reception.
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I'he following extract from Mr. Laurence’s paper on this species, published in the ¢ Annals of the Lyceum
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of New York ™ as above quoted, comprises all that is at present known respecting 1t :—

““In form comparatively short and stout 3 bill straight and slender, the nostrils hid by the frontal feathers ;
the wings extend a little beyond the tail, which is slightly rounded ; outside of tarsi clothed for half their

length with hair-like feathers; the hind toe as long as the outer one.

““ ddult.—KFront and crown silky white, forming a flattened crest, projecting over the sides of the head, the

feathers of which (although not lustrous) have the scale-like form of metallic ones ; all the upper and under
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plumage 1s of a glossy blue-black, having on the neck and upper surface metallic reflections of cupreous red,

most conspicuous on the lower part of the back ; wings purplish black ; wing-coverts shightly bronzed with

oreen ; on the chin is a small tuft of feathers, diverging on each side, of a dull green, fringed with white ;
the two central tail-feathers are deep purple, the others are white at the base for two-thirds of their length
on the lateral feathers, increasing to three-quarters on the others, with a terminal band of bluish black edged
with white ; the outer margins of the outside tail-feathers are black; the upper tail-coverts have crimson-
purple reflexions, the lower are white ; in the dried specimen the upper mandible 1s black, the lower brown-
ish yellow ; the feathers on the tarsi are brown, terminating with white ; tarsi and upper surface of feet |
brown, underneath the feet are yellow. |
““ Young.—Two specimens of young birds have the white crest-.l‘eathers appearing 1'1(3)ft the bill and a@ng
the edges of the crown, the centre of the crown being dull metallic green; the black of the under surface

is intermixed with white ; the upper plumage 1s green, with erimson reflexions on the rump; the tail 1s

marked the same as in the adult, except in being more tipped with white. < i
«« Lenoth. 21 inches : bill, L; wing, 153 tal, . The young do not differ much in size from the adult. |
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«« Habitat.—Veraguas, New Grenada. | : i
«« At first view the full-plumaged bird has the appearance of being only black and white, as the metallic ;

reflexions are not very observable except on examination.
as I have been able

|I~..J|

: : | i to ascertain, 18 unique among 1ts kindred 1n
It is a very small species, and, as far t ; ]

having the crown entirely white.
“The specimens were presented to me by

L : L] : : 2 [ ] £ 3 [} ES.
below, a very interesting account of their habit ‘ o
while stationed in the district
ariety of the Humming-bird family.
[ was doubtful for a few moments r

Dr. J. K. Merrit, who has furnished, in the note which 1s given

-5 of Belen, Veraguas, New Grenada, that
«« < It was in the autumn of 1892, f

I obtained several specimens of this dimmutive Vv

| o pluming its feathers.
il ; » T <aw was perched on a twig p 2 | _ : :
The first one I saw was | amination I convinced myself of the fact and

2 bird, but upon close ex | -

hile bathing, and for a time I watched its movements before shooting
( b, y y b s P

bout three feet or so above the surface of the water, and then as
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head 1n the placld pool ; then up again to its

whether so small an object could be
secured it. Another I encountered w
it : the hittle creature would poise itself
quick as thought dart downwards, so as to d o

10 " . - Ilv as it had descended.
original position, quite as quickly as 1t hé

' | repeat 1n r
Trfin o wn 1t would 1epeat
¢ ¢« Thege 1 s of darting up and do W : :
[ ' movements O = | el il \
. f tl arface of the water such a dimmutive creature
of the Surlc

ip 1ts miniature

apid succession, which produced not a

fi After a considerable
or
and, and commenced pluming 1ts

27

moderate disturbance feathers.’
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number of dippings, 1t ahghted on a twig near :
o = r 1 L] . . L] "' . .(:.f(,.
e of e . plant 1s the Dichorisandra pe
1 a female of the size of life.  The pl
The Plate represents a male and ¢




