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PHAETHORNIS NIGRICINCTUS, Lauwr.

Belted Hermit.

Phethornis nigricinetus, Lawr. m Ann. Lye. Nat. Hist. New York, vol. vi p. 260
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:lf:if%l:otl;l];l(zf :nds l.elqmr]cs gr(*nt({r care in discriminating its various members than the lhittle Phaéthorna, of
'h there are evidently several very distinet species hich, fr Ir minute size : Ir v
ereat similarity of colour‘: It 1S most (iiﬂi(*ull:(tf) :ll;;:i::t::l'I')luttl“*hl(h’ ft‘l gt m“mtf“‘ i ‘““} s ‘(fry
are distributed over the wide area extending from M:\'i]zol t. )'LI)OIIG 1'011: fh(t (?tll(i'l'- lh(jJSC i S])'CCICS
the Caraccas on the eastern part of the t‘rreathcuntin;nt#of A : * 'e'm OlI])t ](: : e'b*tem, R
e ‘3 | .- | America. 1mmut1\f3 as they al.l are, tl.]e l.)re%(’nt
<9 1 ga as the very smallest of the group. I have long had a female specimen of this little
(:E:C:;;Jil::.yitp(:?;?;o;];(lsé“t fra]m: tlfc]1.101;__{,'.1'{1)0%‘[11:11(')?(1 of .th’c Rio Negro b_?.r Mr. \Vallaf:e, but deferred
Pl 2 o ,. seen the male: this sex is, I believe, at length before me, having been sent by
Ir. Lawrence of New York as the type of his Phaéthornis nigricinctus. Both Mr. Lawrence’s specimens
and my 0w1'} hm*e‘, very lengthened bills, with the yellow colouring of the under mandible extending almost
to th'e end, in which respect they differ from all the other ll’lElllel‘S of the genus, and especially f:rom the
spe(:fcs I have named P. Episcopus, but to which they are otherwise most ;1early allied. Mr. Lawrence’s
specimen was collected by Mr. Moore while descending one of the tributaries of the Amazon from Quito to

Para: we may therefore infer th: : | : ; :
are ay therefore infer that the little-known countries of the Upper Amazon are its true habitat.
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I'he male has the upper surface bright bronzy green, browner on the head ; upper tail-coverts bright

J
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ferruginous ; tail bronzed coppery brown, the outer margin of the external feathers, the tips of the two
central feathers and the two next pairs on each side greyish white ; wings purplish brown ; under surface
deep rufous, with a broad purplish-black band across the breast ; ear-coverts black ; above the eye a line of
rufous ; upper mandible black ; lower mandible orange-red, becoming paler towards the extreme end.

The female is coppery bronze above; has the tail-feathers of a more lengthened and cuneate form and
largely tipped with buff; the whole of the under surface rich buft'; under mandible, with the exception of
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the extreme tip, yellow.
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PHAETHORNIS EPISCOPUS, Goud

Bishop Hermit.

Phaéthornis Episcopus, Gould i Proc. of Zool. Soc., part xxv. p. 14.

The Little Brown Humming-bird, Edw. Nat. Hist. of Birds, vol.1. p. . pl. DL

that in this little section of the Phaéthorn: the males of some of the species have their
atch of lengthened purplish-black plumes, while in others no such mark
have I seen this peculiar character carried to so great an extent as In
[t differs from the P. pygmeus and the P. Eremita
oreater breadth of the black pectoral band, n

There is a little bird ﬁgured and described 1n

[T will be seen
hreasts crossed by a distinct p
occurs in either sex: In no instance
the present bird, which I received direct from Demerara.
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in the rich bronzy colouring of 1ts upper surface and 1n the

the bronzy hue of its tail, and 1 the small size of its wings.

Edwards’s ¢ Nataral History,” vol. 1. pl. 32. said to be from Surinam, which may or may not be the female

cofer to it to show that it had not escaped my attention ; at the same time I
of these little birds it is intended to represent.

to be a female of this species, also received from
I would therefore call the attention of persons
ttive, to the desirability of their sending additional
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of this species, and I merely
must observe, that it is impossible to say which species
Besides the male, I possess an example which I consider
Demerara. They are the only examples 1 have seen;
resident in the fine country of which the species 1s a n

examples to Europe.

The male has the head, upper surface, and wing-coverts rich golden bronze ; behind the eye a stripe of
brown at the base, changing into rich brown near the apex,

buff ; wings purplish brown tail deep bronzy
black ; under surface deep sandy buff, crossed on

and slightly tipped with grey; rump rufous ; ear-coverts
oad band of purplish-black, somewhat elongate

ble black ; basal two-thirds of the latter yellow.
buffy white, and the under surface rufous.

the breast by a br d plumes ; upper mandible and apical third

of the lower mand
The female has a cuneate tail, largely tipped with
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